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JOURNAL    OF  THE    PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

OF  THE 

STATE  OF  VERMONT 

At  Their  Session  Held  at  Newbury  on  the  Eleventh  Day  of 

October  1787 — 


THURSDAY  October  ii'''  1787— 


The  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State  of  Vermont  met 
this  day  at  Newbury  in  the  County  of  Orange  agreeable  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  General  Assembly  at  their  last  session  and  the  Constitution 
of  this  State — 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly  for 
the  present  day — 

Gideon  Olin  Esq''  was  Elected — 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  a  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly  for  the 
year  ensuing — 

Docf  Roswell  Hopkins  was  unanimously  re-elected  And  sworn  to 
that  office — 

attest  MiCAH  TOWNSEND  Sec^^ — 

The  Credentials  of  the  following  members  were  Read  and  they  each 
took  &  subscribed  the  oaths  &  test  as  prescribed  in  the  Constitution  viz — 


Bennington 

Manchester 

Pownall 

Shaftsbury 

Sandgate 

Dorset — 


Rutland 

Pollet 

Wells 

Poultney 

Castleton 

Danby 

Tinmouth 

Ira 

Middletown 

Clarendon 

Wallingford 

Shrewsbury 

Pittsford 

Hubbardton 

Orwell 

Brandon 


Bennington  County 
Capt.  Elijah  Dewey 
Gideon  Ormsby  Esq"^ 
Thomas  Jewet  Esq"^ 
Gideon  Olin  Esq"^ 
Capt.  Richard  Hurd 
John  Shumway  Esq"^ 

Rutland  County 
Samuel  Williams  Esq*" 
Doct"^  Lemuel  Chipman 
M*^  Samuel  Lathrop 
M''  Thomas  Ashley 
Gen'  Isaac  Clark 
M"^  Peter  Lewis 
Doct"^  Eben"^  Marvin 
M""  Cephas  Carpenter 
Capt.  Jos.  Spalding 
M""  Dan'  Marsh 
M^  Stephen  Clark 
Capt.  Ichabod  Robinson 
Col°  Gideon  Cooley 
M*^  Nathan  Rumsev 
Capt.  Eben"^  Wilson 
M""  Nathan  Daniels 


New  Fane 
Hinsdale 


Windham  County 
Capt.  W-"  Ward 
Col°  Arad  Hunt 
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Brattleboro 

Dummerston 

Putney 

Westminster 

Rockingham 

Guilford 

Marlboro' 

Hallifax 

Wilmington 

Town  send 

Wardsboro' 

Whitingham 

Athens 

Thomlinson 

Londonderry 


Capt.  Israel  Smith 
Capt.  Leonard  Spalding 
Noah  Sabin  Esq'' 
John  Session  Esq'' 
Jehiel  Webb  Esq"^ 
M'  Peter  Briggs 
Phin®  Freeman  Esq' 
Hubbel  Wells  Esq' 
Jesse  Cook  Esq'^ 
Joshua  Wood  Esq'' 
Aaron  Hudson  Esq' 
M'  Isaac  Lyman 
James  Shafter  Esq' 
M'  W-"  Stickney 
Edward  Aikin  Esq' 


Springfield 

Weathersfield 

Hartland 

Hartford 

Norwich 

Chester 

Reading 

Royalton 

Sharon 

Barnard 

Pomfret 

Bridgewater 

Woodstock 

Bethel 


Windsor    County^ 
Capt.  Jotham  White 
Col °  Elijah  Robinson 
Elias  Weld  Esq' 
Joshua  Hazen  Esq' 
Elisha  Burton  Esq' 
Thomas  Chandler  Esq' 
John  Weld  Esq' 
Col°  Elias  Stevens 
M'  James  Carpenter 
M'  Benja  Cox 
John  Throop  Esq' 
John  Hawkins  Esq' 
Benj*  Emmons  Esq' 
M'  Nath'  Throop— 


Newbury 

Thetford 

Fairlee 

Moortown 

Brookfield 

Varshire 

Strafford 

Randolph 

Tunbridge 

Lunenburgh 

Guildhall 

Barnet 

Ryegate 


Orange  County- 
Col°  Tho^  Johnson 
Beriah  Loomis  Esq' 
Capt.  Sam'  Smith 
Bildad  Andrus  Esq' 
Tim°  Cowle  Esq' 
Doct'  Tho^  Porter 
M'  Alex'  Pennock 
Capt.  Asa  Edgerton 
Capt.  Seth  Austin 
M'  Eliezer  Rosbrooks 
M'  John  Rich 
Alex'  Harvey  Esq' 
James  Whitlow  Esq' 


Thursday,  October  ii,  1787  5 

Peacham  W"  Chamberlain  Esq"^ 

Addison  County 

Addison  Capt,  Zadock  Everist 

Salisbury  Gam'  Painter  Esq"^ 

New  Haven  Maj"^  Beza.  Rudd 

Ferrisburgh  Abel  Thompson  Esq"^ 

Panton  Peter  Ferris  Esq"^ 

Cornwall  Col°  Sam'  Benton 

Monkton  M'  Eben'  Barnum 

Leicester  Capt,  Tho^  Sawyer 

Shelburne  Caleb  Smith  Esq*" 

Burlington  Col °  Frederick  Saxton 

Williston  Col°  Jon«  Spafford 

Jericho  M^  James  Farnsworth 

Cambridge  John  Fasset  Esq"' 

Essex  M^  Timothy  Bliss 

Fairfax  M'^  Thomas  Russell 

The  following  message  was  sent  from  Council  viz — 

"/n  Council  Newbury  Oct'  ll^  1787 
Resolved  that  a  Com'  of  six  to  join  a  Com'  from  the  Gen'  Assembly 
be  appointed  to  receive  sort  &  count  the  votes  of  the  freemen  &  declare 
the  persons  chosen  for  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor  Treasurer  & 
twelve  Counsellors  for  the  year  ensuing — The  members  chosen  M"^ 
[Samuel]  SafTord,  M^  [John]  Strong,  M^  [Ebenezer]  Walbridge,  M' 
[Jonathan]  Hunt,  M'  [Isaac]  Tichenor  &  M^  [Peter]  Olcott— 

attest  JOS.  FAY  Secy" — 

which  was  read  whereupon,  Resolved  thaX  M""  Speaker^  M""  [John]  Shumway^ 
M'  [Lemuel]  Chipman,  M^  [Samuel]  Williams,  M^  [Gamaliel]  Painter, 
M'  C.  Smith,  M^  [John]  Session,  M^  [Phineas]  Freeman,  M^  E.  Robin- 
son, M'  [Thomas]  Chandler,  M^  [Thomas]  Johnson  &  M'  [Seth]  Austin 
be  a  Com'  to  join  said  Com'  from  Council  for  the  purposes  aforesaid — 
And  also  that  they  make  Report  to  this  House — 

Resolved  that  M''  [Elijah]  Dewey  be  requested  to  wait  on  the  Rev- 
erend TvP  Asa  Burton  and  request  him  to  preach  an  Election  sermon 
this  day  and  on  his  refusal  to  wait  on  the  Rev'd  M""  Lyman  Potter  and 
request  him  to  preach  said  sermon — 

The  Credentials  of  AP  Samuel  White  of  Cavendish,  of  Col  °  Ira  Allen 
of  Colchester  of  AP  Elijah  Paine  of  Williamstown,  of  Capt.  Thomas 
Butterfield  of  Highgate,  of  W  Reuben  Foster  and  M'  Mansfield  Taplin 
of  Corinth  were  Read  &  objected  to  &  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until 
to  morrow  morning — 

Adjourned  until  five  oclock  this  afternoon  i 
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5  "Clock  P.  M.     Oct^  11^  1787— 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Receive  sort  &  count  the  votes  for 
Governor  &c.  made  Report 

That  His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden  Esq""  was  Elected  Governor 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

His  Honor  Joseph  Marsh  Esq'  Lieut.  Gov'' 

His  Honor  Sam'  Mattocks  Esq'  Treasurer 

The  Honorable  Samuel  Safford,  Isaac  Tichenor  Ebenezer  Walbridge, 
Timothy  Brownson,  Thomas  Porter,  John  Strong,  Samuel  Fletcher, 
Jonathan  Hunt,  Thomas  Murdock,  Peter  Olcott,  Jacob  Bayley  and 
John  Fasset'  Esquires  were  Elected  Councillors. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock — 

FRIDAY  October   i2^'>   1787— 

Agreeable  to  order  the  House  took  under  consideration  the  cre- 
dentials of  Samuel  White  of  Cavendish  and  the  question  being  put 
whether  IVI'  White  was  duly  quallified  to  be  elected  a  representative  for 
said  town — It  passed  in  the  Negative — 

The  House  according  to  order  took  under  consideration  the  cre- 
dentials of  Col°  Ira  Allen,  Capt.  Thomas  Butterfield  and  M'  Elijah 
Paine — And  the  question  being  put  whether  they  be  admitted  to  their 
seats  in  this  House  it  Passed  in  the  affirmative — And  they  severally  took 
&  subscribed  the  oaths  &  test  prescribed  in  the  Constitution. 

The  credentials  of  M'  Reuben  Foster  and  M'  Mansfield  Taplin  of 
Corinth  was  read  and  the  question  being  put  whether  M'  Foster  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  in  this  House  as  a  Representative  from  Corinth — It 
passed  in  the  affirmative  &  he  took  &  subscribed  the  oaths  &  test  directed 
by  the  Constitution — 

Proceeded  to  choose  a  speaker  of  this  Assembly  for  the  year  ensuing — 
The  ballots  being  taken, 

Gideon  Olin  Esq'  was  Elected — 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Rev'd  M'  Lyman  Potter  [of  Norwich]  and  return  him  the  thanks  of  this 
House  for  the  Election  sermon^  preached  yesterday  &  request  a  Copy 
of  the  same  for  the  press — The  members  chosen  M'  [Elisha]  Burton 
M'  [Thomas]  Chandler  &  M'  [Asa]  Edgerton— 


1.  According  to  the  records  of  the  Council,  Nathaniel  Niles  was  elected  a  member 
and  resigned  Oct.  18,  1787,  on  which  day  his  resignation  was  accepted,  and  John  Fassett, 
elected  to  represent  the  town  of  Cambridge  in  the  General  Assembly,  was  chosen  as  his 
successor. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  1 50-1 51  and  note  p.  145. 

2.  A  manuscript  volume,  "Notes  on  Books"  by  L.  E.  Chittenden,  in  the  University 
of  Vermont  Library,  pp.  65-66,  gives  a  revised  list  of  preachers  of  election  sermons  before 
the  Vermont  Legislature,  as  follows: 

1778 —  Peter  Powers  Newbury 

1778 —  Eden  Burroughs  Hanover,  N.H. 
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Proceeded  to  choose  a  Secretary  of  state  for  the  year  ensunig — 
The  ballots  being  taken 

Micah  Townsend  Esq""  was  elected — 
Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — 

2°Clock  P.  M— Oct^  12'  1787— 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  six  be  appointed  to  receive  the  Lists 
of  the  several  towns  from  the  several  members  and  to  doom  such  towns 
as  have  not  sent  in  their  lists — ^And  make  Report — The  members  chosen 
M^  [John]  Shumway,  AP  J.  Spalding,  AP  [Abel]  Thompson,  AP  [Jesse] 
Cook,  AP  [Elisha]  Burton  &  AP  [Asa]  Edgerton— 

Ordered  that  General  Clark  be  requested  to  wait  on  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  and  the  Honorable  the  Council  and  inform  them  that  this 
House  are  formed  and  ready  to  proceed  upon  business — 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  his 
Excellency  Gov""  Bowdoin'  dated  Boston  March  lo*^  1787  enclosing  a 
Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
of  March  8*^  1787 — also  one  other  letter  from  Gov""  Bowdoin  dated  at 
Boston  May  16'  1787  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Gen'  Ethan  AUen^ 
to  Col°  Benj^  Simonds  dated  May  3*^  1787 — 'also  one  from  Tim°  Newell 
directed  to  Gen'  Lincoln  dated  May  ii""  and  a  synonimous  letter  dated 
25'  April  1787 — Also  his  Excellency  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
his  Excellency  Gov''  Hancock  dated  Boston  July  5'  1787  enclosing  a 
Resolution^  of  the  senate  of  Massachusetts  of  June  25'  1787 — which  were 
Read— 

The  Governor,   Council   &  House  of  Assembly  having  joined  to 


1.  James  Bowdoin  was  elected  Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1785  and  suppressed 
Shays'  Rebellion.     Bowdoin  College  was  named  in  his  honor. 

2.  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  379-380,  for  text  of  Ethan  Allen's  letter  of 
May  3,  1787. 

3.  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  375-380  for  references  to  Shays'  Rebellion. 

Rutland 

Bennington 

Charlestown,  N.  H. 

Marlboro 

Westminster 

Bennington 

Thetford 

Windsor 

Norwich 

Dorset 

Weathersfield 

Castleton 

Windsor 

Shaftsbury 

Rutland 
Thetford 


1779— 

Benaiah  Roots 

1780- 

David  Avery 

I78I— 

Bullcley  Olcott 

1782— 

Gershom  C.  Lyman 

1783— 

Joseph  Bullen 

1784— 

Job  Swift 

1785— 

Asa  Burton 

1786— 

Peietiah  Chapin 

1787— 

Lyman  Potter 

1788— 

Elijah  Sill 

1789— 

Dan  Foster 

1790— 

Matthias  Cazier 

I79I— 

S.  Shuttlesworth 

1792— 

Caleb  Blood 

1793— 

(No  sermon  preached) 

1794— 

Samuel  Williams 

1795— 

Asa  Burton 
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Elect  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — The  ballots  being  taken — The 
Hon'''*  Moses  Robinson  Esq'  was  Elected  chief  Judge  and  Nathan'  Niles 
&  Paul  Spooner  Esq'®  were  Elected  sidge  Judges — 

Ordered  that  to  morrow  morning  at  the  opening  of  the  House  be 
assigned  to  elect  a  Surveyor  General  in  the  room  of  Col°  Ira  Allen  re- 
signed— 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  six  to  join  a  Committee  from  Council 
be  appointed  to  arrange  the  necessary  business  to  be  transacted  this- 
session  and  make  report — The  members  chosen — M'  [Thomas]  Jewet, 
M'  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  M'  [Ira]  Allen,  M'  [Phineas]  Freeman,  M'  E. 
Robinson  and  M'  [Beriah]  Loomis — 

Resolved  that  the  last  Thursday  of  November  next  be  appointed  to 
be  observed  as  a  day  of  public  Thanksgiving  throughout  this  state — And 
that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  issue  his  proclamation 
accordingly — 

M'  [Elijah]  Dewey  requested  leave  of  absence  until  Monday  next — 
Granted — 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Proprietors 
of  Castleton  praying  that  all  the  Lands  in  said  town  might  be  taxed  for 
the  purpose  of  making  and  repairing  roads  and  bridges — Also  a  petition 
from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Hindsburgh  [Hinesburg]  praying 
as  above — And  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Pro- 
prietors of  Chittenden  praying  as  above,  were  severally  read  &  refered  to 
a  Com'  of  three  to  state  facts  and  make  report — The  members  chosen 
M'  I.  Clark  M'  [Elisha]  Burton  and  M'  [Ira]  Allen— 

A  petition  signed  by  a  Proprietors  Com'  from  Northfield  and  Wil- 
liamstown  was  read  and  refered  to  a  Com'  of  three  to  join  a  Com'  from 
Council  to  state  facts  and  make  report — Members  chosen  M""  [John] 
Session,  M'  [Thomas]  Chandler  and  M'  [William]  Ward — 

A  petition  signed  by  John  Pearl  praying  for  a  compensation  for 
boarding  &c.  sick  soldiers  in  the  year  1775  &  i??^  was  read  &  refered  to 
a  Com'  of  three  to  state  facts  &  report — Members  M'  [Lemuel]  Chip- 
man,  M'  [Samuel]  Williams  &  M^  [Thomas]  Ashley- 
Dorset 

Rockingham 
Vergennes 

Cornwall 

Newbury 

Middlebury 

Westminster 

Rutland 

Danville 

Middlebury 

Hartford 

Randolph 

IMiddletown 

Montpelier 


1796- 
1797— 
1798— 

Dan  Kent 
Samuel  Whiting 
Daniel  C.  Sanders 

1799— 

1800 — 

William  Forsythe 
Benjamin  Wooster 

1801— 

Nathaniel  Lambert 

1802— 

Jer.  Atwater 

1803— 
1804 — 

Sylvester  Sage 
Heman  Ball 

1805— 
1806— 

John  Fitch 
Thomas  A.  Merrill 

1807— 

Tliomas  Gross 

1808— 

Tilton  Eastman 

OC  00  00 

in 

Sylvanus  Hayiics 
Chester  Wright 
Thomas  Skecl 

Saturday,  October  13,  1787  9 

Ordered  that  Tuesday  forenoon  be  assigned  to  elect  County  officers* 
for  the  several  Counties  in  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  "Clock — 

SATURDAY  Oct^   13'"    1787— 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill 
regulating  the  choice  of  Surveyor  General  &  make  report — The  members 
chosen  M'  [Lemuel]  Chipman,  M^  [Thomas]  Chandler  &  M^  SecrJ' 
Townsend. 

Resolved  that  the  vote  passed  yesterday  assigning  this  morning  to 
choose  a  surveyor  General  be  and  is  hereby  reconsidered — 

A  petition  signed  Seth  Austin  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  and 
proprietors  of  Tunbridge  praying  that  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  said  town,  except  public  rights  might  be  laid  for  making  &  re- 
pairing roads  &  bridges  in  said  town — which  was  Read  &  granted — and 
leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Selectmen  &  Moderator  &c.  from  Chester 
praying  that  an  act  empowering  a  Com*  to  levy  a  tax  in  said  town  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  town  house  in  said  town  might  be  repealed,  was 
read  &  said  petition  refered  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly — And  or- 
dered  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  suspending 
the  collecting  of  said  tax — And  that  they  be  directed  to  serve  the 
Com'  appointed  to  levy  said  tax  with  a  copy  of  said  petition — 

Resolved  that  the  Rules  &  Regulations  adopted  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  October  1785  be  and  they  are  hereby  adopted  as  Rules  to 
regulate  the  Governing  of  this  Assembly  for  the  present  year — 

A  petition  from  John  Harwood  praying  for  a  compensation  for  lands 
sold  to  him  by  Thomas  Chandler  late  Commissioner  of  sales  from  which 
he  has  been  ousted,  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com'  of  three  to  join  a 
Com'  from  Council  to  state  facts  &  report — The  members  chosen  M'' 
[John]  Session,  M""  [John]  Shumway  &  M'  [Benjamin]  Emmons — 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norwich  praying 
that  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  said  town,  except  public 

I.  The  Constitutional  Convention  of  1836,  which  established  a  State  Senate,  also 
provided  for  the  popular  election  of  certain  county  officers  and  Judges  of  Probate.  These 
amendments  had  been  recommended  by  the  Council  of  Censors. — Crockelt's  History  of 
Vermont,  vol.  3,  pp.  264,  265. 

Pawlet 
Bennington 
Brookfteld 
Middlebury 
Burlington 
Lyndon 
Poultney 
Weathersfield 
^  Windsor 

Middlebury 


18 12— 

Isaac  Beal 

1813— 

Daniel  Marsh 

I8I+— 

Elijah  Lyman 

1815— 

Henry  Davis 

I8I6— 

Samuel  Austin 

I8I7— 

Phineas  Peck 

I8I8— 

Clark  Kendrick 

I8I9— 

James  Converse 

182a— 

George  Leonard 

1821— 

Joshua  Bates 
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rights,  might  be  laid  to  build  a  bridge  over  Ompanpanoosack  [Ompom- 
panoosuc]  river,  was  read  and  refered  to  M''  [Elias]  Stevens,  M^  [Gideon]" 
Ormsby  and  M''  [Noah]  Sabin  to  state  facts  &  make  Report — 

A  petition  signed  Thomas  Sawyer  setting  forth  that  in  the  year  1778 
he  had  the  command  of  a  Company  in  an  expetition  [expedition]  to 
Shelburn'and  that  his  soldiers  were  paid  out  of  the  effects  of  one  Peter 
Sevenee  who  was  esteemed  inimical  to  the  common  cause — That  in 
March  last  before  the  County  Court  within  and  for  the  County  of  Addi- 
son said  Sevenee  obtained  judgment  against  him  for  the  sum  of  £88. 
L.  M.  with  costs  of  suit  and  praying  that  the  aforesaid  sum  may  be  Re- 
funded to  him — was  read  and  refered  to  a  Com*^  of  three  to  join  a  Com' 
from  Council  to  state  facts  &  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M"^ 
[Gideon]  Cooley,  M^  [Noah]  Sabin  &  M^  [Samuel]  Williams— 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Williams  Agent  for  the  town  of  Rutland 
praying  that  an  Act  empowering  Gersham  Beach  of  Rutland  in  the 
County  of  Rutland  to  recover  the  sum  of  £49-8-4  Lawful  money  from 
the  Treasurer  of  Rutland  &c.  might  be  repealed — was  Read  &  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table — 

A  petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Wildersburgh  [Barre]  praying 
that  all  the  lands  in  said  town  might  be  taxed  12*^  p''  acre  for  making  & 
Repairing  Roads  &c.  was  Read  &  the  prayer  thereof  Granted  &  leave 
given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  arranging  the 
business  of  the  House — Reported — 

"  i^'  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  be  called  upon  for  a  settlement  of 
his  accounts  and  report  the  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the  sum  total  of 
state  money  and  hard  money  orders  in  circulation — 
2^  to  levy  such  a  tax  as  shall  answer  the  exigences  of  government  and 
discharge  the  state  debt — 


I.  Moses  Pierson,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Shelburne,  after  harvesting  his  wheat  in 
1777,  removed  his  family  to  Orwell  for  safety.  The  family  returned  to  Shelburne  in  the 
winter  to  thresh  the  wheat.  Learning  of  a  proposed  raid  from  Canada,  Pierson  applied  for 
protection  and  Capt.  Thomas  Sawyer  of  Clarendon,  two  officers  and  fourteen  men  were 
assigned  as  a  guard.  The  farm  house  was  fortified  and  barricaded.  On  the  morning  of 
March  12,  1778,  a  party  of  Indians  and  Tories  made  an  attack,  and  an  attempt  to  burn  the 
blockhouse  was  unsuccessful.  Several  of  the  attacking  force  were  killed.  See  Governor 
and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  147  and  vol.  i,  pp.  245-246  and  528;  Crockett's  History  of  Ver- 
mont, vol.  2,  pp.  257-259;  Year  Book  of  the  Vermont  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, pp.  5 1-62;  p.  24  of  this  Journal. 

Barre 

Whiting 

Waitsfield 

Hartland 

Lyndon 

Barnet 

Sutton 

Rutland 

Burlington 


1822— 

John  Lindsley 

1823— 

Joseph  VV.  Sawyer 

1824— 

Amariah  Chandler 

1825— 

Robert  Bartlett 

1826— 

Wilbur  Fisk 

1827— 

Thomas  Goodwillie 

1828— 

Jona.  Woodman 

1829— 

Charles  Walker 

1830— 

George  G.  Ingers 

Saturday,  October  73,  1787  n 

3*^  to  call  on  the  late  Surveyor  General  for  a  statement  in  writing  of  the 
several  surveys  made  under  his  direction 

4*  to  make  provision  for  the  appointment  of  such  officers  as  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  state  requires  whose  mode  of  appointment  is  not  partic- 
ularly directed  by  law — 

5'  To  call  on  the  Com*  superintending  the  printing  of  the  revised  laws 
for  their  report — 

6*  To  take  such  measures  as  shall  compleat  a  revision  of  our  Laws — 
7*  By  act  of  Legislation  to  provide  for  the  Interest  of  the  Glebe  society 
&  other  public  lands  in  this  state" — 

Ordered  that  the  i®'  2*^  and  3^*  articles  lie  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion— 

Ordered  that  the  4'  article  be  refered  to  the  Committee  appointed 
this  day  to  prepare  a  bill  regulating  the  choice  of  Surveyor  General  and 
that  they  prepare  a  bill  and  make  report — 

Ordered  that  M""  [Elijah]  Paine  be  requested  to  call  on  the  Com' 
for  printing  the  Revised  laws  &c.  agreeable  to  the  5*  article — 

Ordered  that  a  Com'  of  six  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration 
the  6'  article  and  report — The  members  chosen  M"^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin^ 
M^  [Thomas]  Johnson,  M^  [Ira]  Allen  M""  E.  Robinson  and  M-"  [Joshua 
Wood 

Ordered  that  the  7'  article  be  refered  to  a  Com'  of  twelve  to  join  a 
Com'  from  Council  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  &  report  their 
opinion  to  this  House — Members  chosen,  M"^  [Elijah]  Dewey,  M  ■■  [John] 
Shumway,  M^  [Daniel]  Marsh,  M^  I.  Clark,  M^  [Abel]  Thompson,  M' 
[John]  Fasset,  M'  [John]  Session,  M"^  [Phineas]  Freeman  M"^  [Benjamin] 
Emmons,  M'-'E.  Robinson,  M^  [Beriah]  Loomis  &  M'  [Thomas]  John- 
son— 

A  petition  signed  by  Gamaliel  Painter  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors 
of  Salisbury  and  Thomas  Sawyer  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  of  Leicester 
praying  that  the  Surveyor  General  may  be  directed  to  run  and  find  out 
the  lines  of  Leicester  agreeable  to  their  charter  was  read  &  refered  to 
a  Com'  of  three  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  to  state  facts  &  make  Re- 
port— Members  chosen  M"'  [Abel]  Thompson,  M"'  [Edward]  Aikin  & 
M^  [Elijah]  Paine— 


1831 —  Leland  Howard  Windsor 

1832 —  William  S.  Perkins  Arlington 

1833  Tobias  Spicer  Salisbury 

1834  Warren  Skinner  Cavendish 

The  practice  of  preaching  election  sermons  was  discontinued  after  1834.  In  1856 
an  attempt  was  made  to  resume  the  policy  and  three  sermons  were  preached,  as  follows: 

1856—  Willard  Child  Castleton 

1857 —  Silas  McKeen  Bradford 

1858 —  C.  A.  Thomas  Brandon 
The  policy  was  then  abandoned. 

In  this  list  the  name  of  Aaron  Hutchinson  of  Pomfret  should  be  included,  as  he 
preached  a  sermon  in  1777  before  the  convention  held  at  Windsor,  which  adopted  the  State 
Constitution. 
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A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Castleton  praying 
that  the  grammar  school  for  the  County  of  Rutland  might  be  established 
in  Castleton'  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com'  of  three  to  take  the  same 
under  consideration  state  facts  &  report — The  members  chosen  M'' 
(Lemuel]  Chipman,  M-"  J.  Spalding  &  M""  [Samuel]  Williams. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Williams  Agent  for  the  town  of  Rutland  was 
again  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted — And  leave  given  for  a  bill 
to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Resolved  that  Phinehas  Freeman,  Elijah  Paine  and  Noah  Smith 
Esquires  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  of  Pay-Table 
during  the  present  session — 

Adjourned  until  next  Monday  morning  9  "Clock — 

MONDAY  Oct^  15 '"^  1787— 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  behalf  of  the  members  of  Addison 
County  requested  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  dividing  the  County  of 
Addison  into  two  distinct  Counties — The  yeas  and  nays  being]required 
on  the  question  they  are  as  follows  viz — 


Yeas 

Nays 

M'  Williams 

M''  Throop 

M"^  Dewey 

M^  Wells 

M'  Lathrop 

M""  Emmons 

M'  Speaker 

M'  Cook 

M^  Ashley 

M^  Abida  Smith 

M^  Ormsby 

M""  Wood 

M'  I.  Clark 

M""  Andrus 

M'  Hurd 

M""  Hudson 

M"^  Lewis 

M"^  Cowle 

M""  Shumway 

M^  Shafter 

M^  Cooley 

M'  Porter 

M"^  Chipman 

M""  Hazen 

M'  Rumsey 

M''  Pennock 

M'  C.  Carpenter 

M'  Burton 

M'  Willson 

M*"  Edgerton 

M'  J.  Spalding 

M"^  Hawkins 

M'  Daniels 

M""  Austin 

M^  Marsh 

M""  Johnson 

M^  Ward 

M"^  Foster 

M^  S.  Clark 

M"^  Rosbrooks 

M"^  Spalding 

M""  Everist 

M"^  J.  Robinson 

M^  Rich 

M'  Sabin 

M^  Painter 

M^  Hunt 

M''  Paine 

M""  Lyman 

M'  Benton 

M^  L  Smith 

M^  Rudd 

M'  Stickney 

M""  Barnum 

M""  Session 

M''  Thompson 

M'  Aikin 

M""  Sawyer 

M'  Webb 

M""  Fasset 

M^  White 

M^  C.  Smith 

M""  Freeman 

M^  Russell— 

M^  E.  Weld 

M^  Spafford 

32 

M'  Chandler 

M"^  Farnsworth 

M'  J.  Weld 

M"^  Bliss 

M''  Stevens 

M""  Allen 

M'  J,  Carpenter 

M^  Butterfield 

M^Cox 

42 

I.  An  act  passed  at  this  session  provided  that  the  place  of  keeping  "A  Gjunty 
Grammar  School  in  and  for  Rutland  County  shall  be  at  the  house  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  New  Schoolhouse  near  Doctor  William  Wolcott's  in  said  Castleton." — Laws 
of  1787. 
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So  it  Passed  in  the  affirmative — and  agreeable  to  leave  his  Ex- 
cellency brought  in  a  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  dividing  the  County  of 
Addison  forming  a  new  County  and  ascertaining  the  times  and  Places 
of  holding  Courts  in  Addison  &  Chittenden'  Counties,  which  was  read 
and  on  motion  made, 

Resolved  that  a  Com'  of  five  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  the  division  line  between  said  Counties  under  con- 
sideration and  report  their  opinion  where  the  division  line  ought  to  be 
established — The  members  chosen  IVP  [Elijah]  Dewey,  M""  [Ebenezer] 
Marvin,  M""  [John]  Session,  M'  E.  Robinson  and  M"'  [Alexander]  Har- 
vey— 

A  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Middletown^  was  read  and  refered 
to  a  Com'  of  three  to  state  facts  &  make  Report — Members  chosen  M^ 
[Asa]  Edgerton,  M''  [Beriah]  Loomis  and  M''  [Samuel]  Lathrop — 

A  petition  from  Joel  Mathews  Jesse  Safford  and  Oliver  Williams  a 
Com'  for  Woodstock  praying  that  the  lands  in  said  town,  except  Public 
rights,  might  be  taxed  two  pence  per  acre  for  making  &  repairing  roads 
&  bridges  was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  leave  given  for  a 
bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  John  G.  Bayley^  in  behalf  of  Moses  Little  was 
read  and  refered  to  a  Com'  of  three  to  join  a  Com'  from  the  Council  to 
state  facts  &  make  Report — Members  chosen  M""  [Ira]  Allen,  M' 
[Thomas]  Johnson  &  M''  E.  Robinson — 

A  petition  signed  Roswell  Hopkins  praying  that  he  might  have  a 
grant  of  land  and  pay  for  the  same  in  this  states  securities  which  he  has 
taken  for  his  services  done  this  state — was  read  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal,  "an  Act  herein  after  mentioned" — 
was  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  Read  &  accepted  and  sent  to  the  Gov' 
&  Council  for  Revision  and  concurrence — 

A  petition  from  Abel  Thompson  and  Gideon  Spencer  praying  for 
leave  to  raise  the  sum  of  £120 — to  rebuild  a  bridge  over  New  Haven 
falls  in  Ferrisburgh  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and 
leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Chittenden  Re- 
ported— "That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be 


1.  Following  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  settlers  flocked  rapidly  into  the 
towns  which  now  constitute  the  counties  of  Chittenden  and  Franklin,  and  new  county 
divisions  became  a  matter  of  convenience.  Addison  County  at  this  time  included  what 
was  afterward  Chittenden  and  Franklin  Counties  and  a  part  of  Lamoille  County. 

2.  The  name  of  the  town  was  changed  in  1884  to  Middletown  Springs. — State 
Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  i,  p.  loi. 

3.  Capt.  John  G.  Bayle\',  a  relative  of  Gen.  Jacob  Bayley,  was  a  resident  of  New- 
bury. He  commanded  a  company  in  Col.  Peter  Olcott's  regiment  from  April,  1777  to 
May,  1779.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Windsor  Convention,  which  met  June  4,  1777,  and 
to  the  convention  held  in  Cornish  in  1778.  He  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature  in 
1778,  1781  and  1785,  and  was  Sheriff  of  Orange  County,  1786-1789. — History  of  Newbury, 
Vt.,  pp.  449-450;  Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  176,  273,  328. 
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granted" — which  was  read  &  accepted  and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Hubbardton  re- 
ported "That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  provided  that  it  be 
understood  that  the  money  raised  by  said  tax  be  appropriated  in  making 
a  new  road  through  the  west  part  of  said  town  west  of  the  mountains 
in  a  direction  for  a  country  road  through  the  neighbouring  towns — " 
which  was  Read  and  accepted  and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought 
in  accordingly — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  Hindsburgh 
[Hinesburg]  reported  "That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
ought  to  be  granted" — which  was  read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a 
bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Resolved  that  a  Com'  of  six  be  appointed  to  take  under  considera- 
tion the  several  petitions  that  may  be  exhibited  praying  for  a  land  tax 
for  the  purpose  of  making  &  repairing  roads  &c.  and  that  they  state 
facts  and  report  on  each  petition — The  members  chosen  M""  [Thomas] 
Jewet,  M^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  IVP  [Jonathan]  Spaiford,  M'  [Arad]  Hunt, 
M""  [Benjamin]  Emmons  &  M""  [Thomas]  Johnson — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  °Clock  P.  M — October  15'  1787— 

A  petition  signed  Asaph  Nichols  praying  that  upon  his  delivering 
up  his  estate  he  may  be  discharged  from  his  debts,  was  read  &  dis- 
missed— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  establishing  a  County  grammar  School  at 
Castleton  in  the  County  of  Rutland  was  read  &  accepted  &  sent  to  the 
Governor  &  Council  for  Revision  &  concurrence — 

Ordered  that  at  the  opening  of  the  House  in  the  afternoon  on  Wed- 
nesday next  be  assigned  for  taking  under  consideration  the  Minister 
BilP  and  Listers  bill  which  were  refered  from  the  last  session — 


I.  The  Minister  act  provided  that  whenever  persons  agreed  to  raise  money  by  sub- 
scription "or  upon  the  list  of  the  polls  and  rateable  estates  of  the  persons  associating," 
for  the  support  of  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  collectors  might  be  elected,  "who  (according  to 
the  text  of  the  act)  shall  be  invested  with  the  like  powers,  and  be  liable  to  be  proceeded 
against  in  like  manner  as  collectors  of  town  rates  by  law  are."  Town  and  parish  clerks 
might  warn  town  or  society  meetings  to  consider  the  erection  of  a  meeting  house.  Two- 
thirds  of  a  town  or  parish  might  locate  a  site,  vote  a  tax  and  hire  a  minister.  The  act  fur- 
ther declared  that  persons  should  be  exempt  from  such  tax  who  "shall  bring  a  certificate 
signed  by  some  minister  of  the  Gospel,  Deacon  or  Elder,  or  the  Moderator  of  the  Church 
or  Congregation  to  which  he,  she  or  they  pretend  to  belong;  which  certificate  shall  make 
known  the  party  to  be  of  the  religious  sentiments  of  the  signer  thereof." — Laws  of  1787. 
For  references  to  an  act  for  the  support  of  ministers,  introduced  in  the  previous  session,  see 
State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  pp.  281,  289,  305.  The  House  by  a  large  majority  had  re- 
fused to  concur  in  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council.  See  State  Papers,  vol.  3,  pp. 
309,  310,  321,  325,  328  and  331,  for  references  to  an  act,  introduced  at  the  previous  session, 
regulating  Listers  in  their  office  and  duty,  the  bill  having  been  printed  and  published  "for 
the  perusal  of  the  people." 
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A  petition  signed  Cornelius  Lynde'  was  Read  &  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table— 

A  petition  from  Somerset  praying  that  the  lands  in  said  town  might 
be  taxed  for  making  roads  &c.  was  refered  to  the  Com*^  appointed  for 
that  purpose — 

A  petition  from  the  Managers  of  a  lottery^  for  building  a  bridge  over 
Otter  Creek  at  Browns  camp  praying  for  leave  to  raise  a  further  sum  of 
£125  by  way  of  Lottery  for  compleating  said  bridge,  was  read  and  re- 
fered to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration 
state  facts  &  make  Report — Members  chosen  M"^  [Phineas]  Freeman, 
M""  [Joshua]  Hazen  &  M""  [Thomas]  Sawyer — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Williamstown  and 
Northfield  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  read  and  accepted  and  a 
bill  entitled, 

An  Act  giving  the  Proprietors  of  Williamstown  and  Northfield  in 
the  County  of  Orange  certain  powers  therein  mentioned,  was  read  and 
accepted  and  sent  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for  Revision  and  con- 
currence— 

A  petition  from  Asa  Edgerton  was  Read  and  refered  toM"^  [Elijah] 
Paine,  M''  [Thomas]  Johnson  &  M""  Clarke  to  state  facts  &  make 
Report — 

1.  Two  eminent  citizens  of  Williamstown,  Cornelius  Lynde  and  Elijah  Paine,  pre- 
sented petitions  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  college  in  their  town.  A  committee 
of  the  Council  reported  that "  the  laudable  and  generous  donations  "  of  £2,000,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Lynde  would  alone  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose  and  recommended  that  action  be 
postponed  to  a  future  Legislature. —  See  p.  37  of  this  Journal,  also  Governor  and  Council, 
vol.  3,  pp.  148-149. 

Cornelius  Lynde  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Williamstown.  He  left  Har- 
vard College  without  graduating,  to  enlist  in  the  American  army  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  was  the  first  Town  Clerk,  serving  from  1787  to  i797;Town Rep- 
resentative, 1791-1794;  member  of  the  Council,  1794-1799;  Judge  of  Orange  County  Court, 
1793-1798;  delegate  to  the  Convention  which  ratified  the  United  States  Constitution  in 
1791.     He  died  in  1836,  aged  eighty-five  years. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  4,  p.  61. 

2.  McMaster,  in  his  "History  of  the  People  of  the  United  States,"  vol.  i,pp.  587-588, 
in  discussing  the  frequent  resort  to  lotteries  as  a  means  for  raising  money,  says:  "So  scarce 
had  cash  become  (in  1790)  that  it  was  not  possible  for  Legislatures  or  Selectmen,  by  any 
means  now  used  for  the  collection  of  a  revenue  to  wring  out  of  the  people  a  few  hundred 
dollars  to  pay  the  cost  of  local  government  or  to  carry  on  works  of  public  improvement. 
Taxes  the  people  would  not  bear.  To  issue  bonds  would  have  been  useless  for  the  au- 
thorities could  not  have  insured  the  interest  on  them  for  a  week.  Help,  therefore,  was 
sought  in  a  means  now  universally  condemned.  Lotteries  sprang  up,  and  in  a  short  time 
there  was  a  wheel  in  every  city  and  in  every  town  large  enough  to  boast  of  a  court  house  or 
a  jail.  Whenever  a  clumsy  bridge  was  to  be  thrown  across  a  little  stream,  a  public  building 
enlarged,  a  school  house  built,  a  street  paved,  a  road  repaired,  a  manufacturing  company 
to  be  aided,  a  church  assisted,  or  a  college  treasury  replenished,  a  lottery  bill  was  passed  by 
the  Legislature,  a  wheel  procured,  a  notice  put  in  the  papers,  and  often  in  a  few  weeks  the 
needed  money  was  raised.  It  was  with  money  collected  from  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets 
that  Massachusetts  encouraged  cotton  spinning  and  paid  the  salaries  of  many  of  her 
officers;  that  the  City  Hall  was  enlarged  in  New  York;  that  the  Court  House  was  rebuilt 
at  Elizabeth,  that  the  library  was  increased  at  Harvard,  that  many  of  the  most  preten- 
tious buildings  were  put  up  at  the  Federal  City. "  The  author  declares  that  money  was  so 
scarce  in  Vermont  "  that  the  tickets  of  the  Windsor  County  Grammar  School  Lottery  were 
sold  for  two  bushels  of  wheat  each. " 
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The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of 
Middletown  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  read  &  accepted  and 
leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  Mihael  Flynn  and  Nathaniel  Troop  Com*  for  Bethel 
praying  that  all  the  lands  in  said  town  except  public  rights  might  be 
taxed  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  meeting  House  in  said  town  was  read 
and  refered  to  M"^  Clark,  M""  [Elisha]  Burton  and  M''  [Lemuel]  Chipman — 

A  petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Medway'  praying  for  a  tax  of 
two  pence  per  acre  might  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  Repairing 
roads  in  said  town  was  Read  &  Refered  to  the  Com'  appointed  to  take 
the  same  under  consideration  &c.  & 

A  petition  from  Jethro  Jackson  &  a  number  of  other  inhabitants  of 
Jacksons  Gore^  setting  forth  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  give  in  their 
lists  in  the  town  of  Wallingford  and  praying  that  they  might  be  dis- 
charged from  paying  and  taxes  on  their  list  was  read  and  Refered  to  a 
Com'  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  state  facts  &  make 
Report — Members  chosen  M''  [Daniel]  Marsh,  M"^  [Samuel]  Lathrop 
and  M^  Spalding — 

The  petition  of  Roswell  Hopkins  and  a  petition  from  Gen'  Walbridge 
&  Noah  Smith  Esq''  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  of  Starksboro'  praying 
for  the  grant  of  a  gore^  of  Land  east  of  and  adjoining  Starksboro'  were 
Read  and  refered  to  a  Com'  of  three  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  to  state 
facts  &  make  Report — Members  chosen  M*^  [Ira]  Allen,  M"^  [Ebenezer] 
Marvin  &  M^  [John]  Fasset — 

M"^  [Elijah]  Paines  petition  praying  that  A  college  might  be  built 
&c.  in  Williamstown  which  has  been  Refered  up,  with  the  petition  of 
Cornelius  Lynde  and  other  papers  respecting  said  College  were  Read  & 
refered  to  a  Com'  of  six  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  to  take  the  same 
under  consideration  state  facts  &  make  Report — The  members  chosen 
M^  [Gideon]  Ormsby,  M^  Clark,  M^  [Ira]  Allen,  M^  [Jesse]  Cook,"  M"" 
[Joshua]  Hazen  &  M"^  [Beriah]  Loomis — 

A  petition  signed  David  Lee  and  others  praying  that  the  Committee 
appointed  to  make  a  road  through  Brumley  [Peru]  &c.  might  be  dis- 
charged and  that  a  new  Com'  might  be  appointed  in  their  room — was 

1.  Medway  was  a  small  township  containing  8,890  acres,  which  was  granted  to 
Joseph  Bowker  and  thirty-three  associates.  Parker's  Gore,  containing  3,000  acres,  granted 
to  Jonathan  Parker  in  1796,  was  annexed  in  1804  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Parkers- 
town.  In  1827,  the  name  was  changed  to  Mendon.  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p. 
320. 

2.  Jackson's  Gore,  a  tract  of  9,700  acres,  granted  in  1781  to  Abraham  Jackson  and 
his  associates  by  charter,  was  annexed  to  Wallingford.  It  was  incorporated  in  1792,  with 
parts  of  other  townships,  as  the  town  of  Mount  Holly. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  i,  pp. 
87,  107. 

3.  This  tract  was  granted  in  1788  to  Maj.  Elias  Buel  of  Coventry,  Conn.,  and  his 
associates,  as  Buel's  Gore,  the  charter  being  dated  back  to  Nov.  4,  1780.  See  State  Papers 
of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  p.  88. 

4.  This  was  one  of  the  first  steps  taken  toward  organizing  an  institution  of  higher 
learning,  which  resulted  in  1791  in  chartering  the  University  of  Vermont.  See  note, 
Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  149. 
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read  and  refered  to  a  Com'  of  three  to  state  facts  and  make  Report — ■ 
Members  chosen  M""  [John]  Shumway,  M'^  [Gideon]  Ormsby  &  M' 
[Nathan]  Rumsey — 

A  petition  signed  David  Vallance  Constable  of  Addison  praying 
that  the  Treasurer  may  be  directed  to  pay  him  back  the  money  he  had 
collected  of  him  on  the  sum  of  £259-5-0  on  the  list  of  1786 — The  Treas- 
urers warrant  being  that  sum  more  than  the  amount  of  said  list  for  said 
year — was  read  and  refered  to  the  above  Committee — 

A  petition  signed  Joseph  Crary  praying  that  a  tax  might  be  laid 
on  all  the  lands  in  Philadelphia^  for  making  roads  &c.  and  one  other 
signed  by  Amos  Woodward,  Stephen  Hold  &  George  Martin  praying 
that  Chittenden  might  be  taxed  for  making  roads  &c.  were  Read  &  dis- 
missed— 

The  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  prolong  the  time  of  redemption  to  an  acre 
and  one  quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  in  Brattleboro',  which  was  refered 
from  the  last  session  was  again  Read  and  Passed  into  a  law  of  this  state^ 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  act  for 
dividing  the  County  of  Addison  brought  in  the  following  report  viz — • 
"That  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  North  line  of  Addison  County  in  future 
be  Onion  River  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  said  River^  and  keeping  the 
deepest  channel  of  said  River  to  the  west  line  of  Orange  County — " — 
which  was  Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

Resolved  that  Abel  Thompson  Esq""  and  Gideon  Spencer  be  and  they 
are  hereby  empowered  to  raise  a  sum  not  exceeding  £120.  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rebuilding  the  bridge  over  Otter  Creek  at  New-Haven  Falls  and 
if  there  should  be  any  money  left  after  compleating  that  part  of  the 
bridge  which  chey  agreed  to  build  that  it  be  laid  out  in  compleating  the 
remainder  part  of  said  bridge — That  they  give  bonds  to  the  Treasurer 
of  Addison  County  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  trust  in  the  sum 
of  £1000. — And  that  they  be  accountable  to  the  County  Court  of  said 
County  for  the  expenditure  of  said  money — And  that  this  state  be  in  no 
wise  accountable  for  said  lottery — 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  establishing  a  County  grammar  School  at 
Castleton  in  the  County  ol  Rutland,  was  returned  from  the  Governor 
and  Council  concurred  and  was  Read  and  Passed  into  a  law  of  this 
state — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  John  Pearl 
reported — "That  the  petitioner  did  board  &  nurse  sundry  sick  soldiers 
as  set  forth  in  said  petition  for  which  in  the  opinion  of  your  Com*  he 
ought  to  receive  the  sum  of  £19-10.  out  of  the  Treasury" — which  was 
Read  and  accepted — 


1.  Philadelphia  was  granted  to  Samuel  Beach  and  his  associates  in  1780.  The 
northern  part  of  the  township  was  annexed  to  Goshen  in  18 14,  and  the  southern  part  to 
Chittenden  in  1816. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  i,  p.  118. 

2.  This  would  have  made  the  southern  boundaries  of  the  towns  of  Colchester,  Essex, 
Jericho,  Bolton,  Waterbury,  Middlesex  and  Montpelier,  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
new  county. 
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The  Com*  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Salisbury  &  Lei- 
cester reported  "That  the  petition  be  dismissed  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  them  to  agree  mutually  upon  a  division  line  between  the 
towns"  which  was  read  &  accepted  &  said  petition  dismissed — 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning  8  °Clock — 

TUESDAY  October   16—1787— 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Governor  Council  and  General 
Assembly  formed  to  elect  County  officers. 

The  nomination  of  the  Representatives  for  the  County  of  Benning- 
ton was  read  and  the  following  persons  elected  to  the  offices  annexed  to 
their  names' — viz — 

The  Hon*''^  Sam'  SafFord  Esq"'  chief  Judge  and  Gideon  Olin  and 
Gideon  Brownson  Esq"  side  Judges  of  the  County  Court  for  the  County 
of  Bennington — ■ 

David  Robinson  Esq''  High  Sheriff  of  said  County — 
Nath'  Brush  Esq"^    Judge  of  Probate  for  Bennington  District — 
Martin  Powell  Esq*^  Judge  of  Probate  for  Manchester  District — 
Noah  Smith,  Nathaniel  Brush,  Martin  Powel  Timothy  Pearl,  Enoch 
Woodbridge,  Oliver  Smith,  Thomas  Jewet,  Eli  Noble,  Joseph  Williams, 
Peter  Wright,  Nathan  Leonard,  William  Ward,  Nathan  Canfield,  Lem- 
uel Buck  Reuben  Thomas,  Abner  Hurd,  Jacob  Sharon,    John    Shum- 
way  Timothy  Brown,  Israel  Smith  and  David  Sheldon  Esq"  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  said  County — 

The  Representatives  for  the  County  of  Rutland  brought  in  their 
nomination  for  County  officers,  which  was  Read — And  the  following 
persons  were  elected  to  the  Respective  offices  annexed  to  their  names — 
viz — 

The  Honorable  Thomas  Porter  Esq""  chief  Judge  and  Samuel  Mat- 
tocks And  William  Ward  Esq"  side  Judges  of  the  Court  for  said  County 
ol  Rutland — 

Jonath°  Bell  Esq"^  High  Sheriff  of  said  County — 
Elisha  Clark  Esq""  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Rutland — 
Gideon  Adams,  Thomas  Lathrop,  Andrew  Kingsbury,  Silas  Saf- 
ford,  Asahel  Smith,  Joshua  Tracy,  Eben""  Willson  David  Hickok,  EH 
Coggsell,  George  Sherman  Jun"",  Edward  Bigelow  Obadiah  Noble,  Daniel 
Sherman,  Roger  Williams  Abraham  Jackson  Jun""  Elihu  Smith,  Abel 
Cooper,  Ezra  Crary  Ichabod  Robinson,  Samuel  Williams,  Benjamin 
Whipple  James  Ewing,  Noah  Hopkins,  John  Mott  and  Hiram  Horton 
Esq"  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said  County — 

The  Representatives  of  Windham  County  made  return  of  their 
nomination  for  County  officers  which  was  read  and  the  following  persons 
were  elected  to  the  offices  annexed  to  their  names  viz — 

The  Honorable  Luke  Knoulton  Esq"^  chief  Judge  and  John  Bridg- 
man  &  Benjamin  Burt  Esq"  side  Judges  of  the  County  Court  for  said 
County  of  Windham — 
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Elkanah  Day  Esq"^  High  Sheriff  of  said  County — 
Micah  Townsend  Esq"^  Judge  of  Probate  for  Marlborough  District — 
Noah  Sabin  Esq""  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Westminster — 
Arad  Hunt  W"  Bigelow,  W""  Smalley,  Hubbel  Wells,  Benj^  Henry, 
James  Roberts,  Isaac  Lyman,  Jesse  Cook,  Benj*  Olds,  Phinehas  Free- 
man,   Samuel   Warriner   Sam'    Knight,   Alex"'  Kathan,   Jason  Duncan, 
Aaron  Hudson  Joshua  Wood,  Joseph  Tyler,    John  Norton,  John  Ses- 
sion, Elijah  Rannev,  William  Ward,  Noah  Sabin  Jun"",  Lucas  Wilson, 
James    Shafter,     Edward    Aikin,     Charles    Perkins,    John    Lovewell, 
Jehiel  Webb  &  Silas  Hayward  Esq"   Justices  of  the  Peace  in   and  for 
said  County — 

Resolved  to  reconsider  the  acceptance  of  the  Report  of  the  Com*  on 
the  petition  o-  John  Pearl  and  that  said  petition  be  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  Daniel  Buck^  praying  for  a  pension  of  five  dollars 
per  month  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  his  arm  in  the  battle  near 
Bennington  on  the  16'  of  August  1777 — was  read  and  refered  to  a  Com '^ of 
six  to  join  a  Com'  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under  consideration 
state  facts  &  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Elijah]  Dewey, 
M'  Clarke,  M^  [John]  Fasset  M^  Israel  Smith,  M''  E.  Robinson  and  M"" 
Johnston — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Middletown  all  the  taxes  that  have  been  or  shall  be  laid  on  the 
sum  of  £86.  on  the  list  ot  1786  and  if  he  has  received  any  taxes  on  said 
sum  that  he  pay  the  same  back  to  the  collector  of  said  town — said  sum 
being  a  mistake  in  the  cast  of  the  grand  list  for  said  year — 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  suspending  the  collection  of  a  tax  laid  on  the 
lands  in  Chester  in  March  last,  was  brought  in  agreeable  to  order.  Read 
&  accepted  &  sent  up  for  Revision  &  concurrence — 

A  petition  from  Wells  signed  by  Sam'  Lathrop  &c.  praying  for  a 
land  tax  to  make  &  repair  roads  &  bridges  was  Read  &  refered  to  the 
Com*  appointed  for  that  purpose — 

A  petition  signed  John  Barnes  praying  that  the  Treasurer  might  be 
directed  co  credit  him  as  Collector  ot  the  town  of  Pittsford  for  the  year 
1785  the  sum  of  £4-10.  in  hard  monev  orders  which  sum  he  had  collected 
and  was  burnt  in  his  in  May  1786 — 'was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof 
granted — &  thereupon 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto 
John  Barnes  four  pounds  ten  shillings  in  hard  money  orders,  he  having 
had  an  order  of  that  sum  destroyed  by  fire  which  he  had  collected  on  a 
state  tax. 

A  petition  signed  Daniel  King  praying  that  Kingston^  in  the  County 


1.  Daniel  Buck  was  State's  Attorney  both  of  Orange  and  Windsor  counties, Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  1793  and  1794;  Attorney  General,  1793-1795;  member  of 
Congress,  1795-1797. — See  Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  11,  32,  182,  275,  289,  328,  329, 

349- 

2.  The  town  of  Kingston  was  granted  in  1781.  The  name  was  changed  to  Granville 
in  1834. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  299. 
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of  Orange  might  be  annexed  to  the  County  of  Addison — was  read  and  re- 
fered  to  M''  [Gamaliel]  Painter,  M""  [Asa]  Edgerton  &  M''  [Elias]  Stevens 
to  state  facts  and  make  Report- — 

A  petition  signed  James  Abbot  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Committee 
of  three  to  state  facts  and  make  Report — Members  chosen  IVP  [Gama- 
liel] Painter,  M""  [Asa]  Edgerton  and  M""  [Elias]  Stevens — 

Adjourned  until  2   "Clock  afternoon — 

2  °Clock  P.  M— October  i6'  1787— 

On  motion  made  by  M""  [Elijah]  Paine,  Resolved  that  a  Committee 
of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  Law  making  copper 
coin  a  tender — The  members  chosen  M""  [Lemuel]  Chipman,  M''  [Alex- 
ander] Harvey  &  M""  [Elijah]  Paine — 

A  petition  from  a  N°  of  Proprietors  of  Scratten  praying  that  all  the 
lands  in  said  town  might  be  taxed  for  making  &  repairing  roads,  was 
Read  &  refered  to  the  Com'  appointed  for  that  purpose — 

The  Council  returned  the  bill  entitled  an  Act  giving  the  proprietors 
of  Williamston  &  Northfield  in  the  County  of  Orange  certain  powers 
therein  mentioned,  wich  some  proposals  of  amendment  which  were 
agreed  to  and  the  bill  with  the  amendments  Read  &  Passed  into  a  Law 
of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  the  Act  hereinafter  mentioned,  was 
returned  from  Council  concurred  Read  &  Passed  into  a  Law  of  this 
state — 

A  petition  signed  Edward  Houghton  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
associates  praying  that  a  gore  of  land  between  Westminster,  Rocking- 
ham, Tomlinson,  [Grafton]  Athens  &  Waltham'  might  be  granted  to 
them — Also  a  petition  signed  Edward  Campbell  &  others  praying  for  a 
grant  of  the  same  lands  were  Read  and  Ordered  to  lie  in  the  Secretary's 
files — 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Selectmen  of  Corinth  praying  that  a  tax 
might  be  laid  on  all  the  land  in  said  town  for  the  purpose  of  making  & 
repairing  roads  &  bridges — was  Read  &  refered  to  the  Com'  appointed 
for  that  purpose — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  John  Harwood 
brought  in  their  report  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be 
granted,  which  was  Read  and  accepted  &  said  petition  dismissed — 

A  petition  signed  by  Ab™  Bishop,  Simeon  Hathaway  Jun""  &  Noah 
Smith  Com'  for  the  Proprietors  of  Johnson^  praying  that  a  charter  of 


1.  This  reference  cannot  apply  to  the  Addison  county  town  of  Waltham,  but  seems, 
rather  to  mean  Johnson's  Gore  or  Acton.  An  examination  of  the  map  in  State  Papers  of 
Vermont,  vol.  2,  will  show  a  gore  marked  Avery's  that  fits  the  conditions  described.  See 
New  Hampshire  State  Papers,  vol.  26,  pp.  624-625  and  675-676. 

2.  The  Assembly  passed  a  resolution,  Feb.  27,  1782,  granting  a  township  six  miles 
square  to  the  persons  here  mentioned.  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  2,  p.  85;  see 
notes,  p.  69  of  the  same  volume,  on  the  grantees  here  mentioned. 
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incorporation  might  be  issued  to  Jon^  Edwards  W""  Sam'  Johnson, 
Charles  Chancey  &  Comp^  of  a  township  as  surveyed  lying  Easterly  of 
and  adjoining  Cambridge  was  read  and  Ordered  that  the  same  be  taken 
under  consideration  at  the  opening  of  the  House  Thursday  morning 
next — 

The  petition  of  Eben""  Burges  which  was  refered  from  the  last 
session  was  again  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  leave  given 
for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Daniel  King  in  be- 
half of  the  proprietors  of  Kingston  reported  "That  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ought  to  be  granted" — which  was  read  &  accepted  and  leave 
given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  °Clock — 

WEDNESDAY  October  17'  1787— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Hubbardton  in  Rutland  County,  was  brought  in  agreeable  to 
order  Read  and  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for  Re- 
vision and  concurrence — 

A  petition  from  Thetford  praying  for  a  land  tax  for  roads  &c.  was 
read  and  refered  to  the  land  tax  Committee — 

A  petition  from  John  Session  praying  that  the  West  par^  of  West- 
minster might  be  set  off  as  a  society,  was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof 
granted  and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  James  Mead',  Thomas  Lee  and  Benj^  Johnson 
praying  that  an  Act  might  be  Passed  for  Pardoning  them  for  their  riout- 
ous  and  tumultuous  behaviour  at  Rutland  in  November  last  past  in 
interrupting  the  County  Court  from  sitting — was  Read  &  dismissed — 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  six  be  appointed  to  report  their 
opinion  to  this  House  why  the  Laws  &  Journals  of  Assembly  are  not  dis- 
tributed according  to  Law — The  members  chosen  M"^  [Gideon]  Ormsby, 
M^  L  Clarke,  M^  [John]  Fasset  AP  [William]  Ward,  M^  [Elisha]  Burton 
&  M"^  [Beriah]  Loomis — 

A  petition  from  Jonathan  Elkins^  was  Read  &  refered  to  a  Com' 
of  three  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  to  state  facts  &  report — Members 
chosen  M""  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  M*^  [Alexander]  Harvey  &  M*"  Throop — 

A  petition  signed  Ephraim  Foster  was  read  &  refered  to  the  above 
Com'. 

A  petition  signed  Mark  Leavensworth  was  read  and  Refered  to  the 
above  Com'. 

A  petition  signed  Hester  Warner  widow  of  Col°  Seth  Warner  de- 


1.  Approximately  two  hundred  malcontents  assembled  at  the  house  of  Col.  James 
Mead,  west  of  Otter  Creek,  Nov.  25,  1786.     Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  369. 

2.  See  "Reminiscences  of  Jonathan  Elkins,"  Proceedings  of  Vermont  Historical 
Society,  (1919-1920),  pp.  185-21 1. 
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ceased  praying  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  extraordinary  services  of  her 
late  husband  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  the  above  Com^ 

A  petition  from  Wardsboro'  was  read  and  refered  to  a  Com*  of 
three  to  state  facts  &  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M'  [Phineas] 
Freeman,  M^  [Elijah]  Dewey  &  M^  [Jesse]  Cook._ 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  act  entitled  An  Act  for  collecting  &  paying  rates,  and  if 
they  find  it  deficient  that  they  prepare  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  same  & 
make  report — Members  chosen  M""  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  M''  Townsend* 
&  M''  [Alexander]  Harvey — 

The  following  was  given  by  Col°  Ira  Allen  late  surveyor  General — 

"To  the  Honorable  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Vermont  convened  in 
Newbury — With  respect  to  the  survey  of  town  lines  in  the  Northerly  part 
of  the  state  notwithstanding  the  many  embarrassments  that  has  attended 
that  business  the  greater  part  of  the  lines  are  compleated  as  will  appear 
from  the  chart  herewith  exhibited — some  measures  ought  to  be  taken 
that  the  lines  of  Fairfield,  Smithfield  &  Hungerford  [Sheldon]  may  be 
ascertained  as  a  number  of  towns  are  dependant  on  them  towns — The 
charter  of  Concord^  was  taken  out  in  my  absence  and  was  to  be  returned 
if  I  did  not  attest  the  bounds  which  I  have  refused  And  as  that  charter 
contains  more  lands  than  the  contents  of  six  miles  square  the  west  line 
has  not  been  run — In  consequence  of  the  Legislature  giving  wrong 
bounds  of  Topsham,  the  lines  of  Topsham  Orange  &  Wildersburgh 
[Barre]  will  need  alteration — several  grants  have  been  made  in  vague 
terms  and  the  grantees  have  requested  bounds  to  contain  more  lands 
than  has  been  common  where  the  grants  were  explicitly  made  which  has 
been  refused  and  the  charters  are  not  issued — sundry  other  matters 
that  respect  the  surveys  will  be  verbally  mentioned  for  want  of  time  to 
write  them  at  large — 

I.  ALLEN  " 

Nezvhury  Oct'  15^  H^l''' — 

The  foregoing  stating  being  Read 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Com*  from  Council  be 
appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  several  surveys  made  by  the 
Surveyor  General  and  report  a  stating  of  the  same — and  also  to  report 
their  opinion  what  method  ought  to  be  taken  to  compleat  a  survey  of 
Town  lines  and  that  confer  with  Col°  [Ira]  Allen  onthesubject — Mem- 
bers chosen  M'  [James]  Whitlow  [Whitelaw]  M"^  [Elijah]  Paine,  and 
M"'  [Gamaliel]  Painter — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  therein  mentioned  was 
read  accepted  &  sent  up  for  revision  &  concurrence. 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  David  Lee  &  others 

1.  This  may  have  been  a  reference  to  Micah  Townsend,  who  was  Secretary  of  State 
at  the  time  this  committee  was  appointed. 

2.  Concord  was  granted  Sept.  15,  1781     See  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.   2,  pp. 
46-47. 
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brought  in  their  Report  which  was  read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  ior  a 
bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  for  suspending  the  collection  of  a  tax  laid 
up  the  lands  in  Chester  in  March  last,  was  Returned  from  Council  con- 
curred Read  and  Passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre 
of  land  in  Hubbardton  in  Rutland  County,  was  returned  from  Council 
concurred  Read  &  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Selectmen  of  Cavendish  praying  for  an 
order  to  choose  a  Representative  to  Represent  said  town  in  General 
Assembly  in  the  room  of  Samuel  White  who  was  not  admitted  to  his 
seat  in  the  House — was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof  Granted — 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Fletcher  praying  that  a  tax  of  One  penny  p"" 
acre  might  be  laid  on  all  the  lands  in  Ludlow  for  the  purpose  of  making 
and  repairing  roads  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Com\ 

The  Com''  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  David  Vallance — 
Reported — "That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be  granted — " 
which  was  Read  &  accepted — and. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Addison  all  the  taxes  that  have  been  or  shall  be  laid  on  the  sum 
of  £259-5  o^  the  list  of  1786  said  sum  being  a  mistake  in  the  list  of  said 
town  for  said  year — ^And  if  the  Treasurer  has  received  any  taxes  on  that 
sum  that  he  be  directed  to  pay  the  same  to  the  Collector  of  said  town — 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  col- 
lecting &  paying  rates,  was  brought  in  by  the  Com'  appointed  for  that 
purpose  and  was  read,  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for 
revision  &  concurrence — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2°Clock   P   M   Oct^    17'''    1787— 

A  petition  signed  Samuel  Johnson  Administrator  on  the  estate  of 
Eben"^  Rice  late  of  Lunenburg  deceased  praying  that  he  may  be  em- 
powered to  give  a  deed  of  a  hundred  acre  lot  in  the  3''  division  in  said 
town  to  Richard  Averit  who  bought  the  same  of  said  Rice  in  his  life  time 
and  has  his  bond  for  a  deed — was  Read  &  refered  to  a  Com'  of  three  to 
take  the  same  under  consideration  state  facts  &  make  Report — Mem- 
bers chosen  M^  J.  Throop,  M^  [Joshua]  Wood  &  M^  [Thomas]  Porter— 

A  petition  signed  Dinah  Doubledee  was  read  &  refered  to  the  above 
Com'  to  state  facts  &  report. 

The  petition  from  Gen'  John  Chandler  Timothy  Green  &c.  praying 
for  land  was  read  &  refered  to  the  Com'  appointed  on  Jon^  Elkins  peti- 
tion— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  annex  the  town  of  Kingston  to  Addison 
County,  was  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  Read  &  accepted  &  sent  up 
for  Revision  and  concurrence — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Thomas  Sawyer 
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reported — "That  they  find  the  following  facts  to  wit — That  the  s'd 
Sawyer  went  to  shelburn  in  the  fore  part  of  Feb^  1778  that  he  acted  in 
conjunction  with  a  Com'  of  Safety  sent  to  that  part  of  the  state  by 
Council — that  said  Com'  did  seize  the  estate  of  one  Peter  Sevenee  as  also 
the  effects  of  some  other  persons  that  were  deeded  [deemed]  enemies 
to  the  United  States  that  some  of  those  effects  were  sold  to  pay  Capt. 
Sawyers  men — that  said  Peter  Sevenee'  did  bring  his  action  against 
said  Sawyer  at  the  County  Court  holden  at  Addison  in  and  for  the 
County  of  Addison  in  March  last  and  that  said  Sawyer  had  judgment 
rendered  against  him  for  the  sum  of  £88.  Lawful  money  with  costs  of 
suit — And  that  he  has  received  no  compensation  from  this  state — ■" 

The  aforesaid  report  was  Read  &  accepted  & 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto 
Captain  Thomas  Sawyer  the  sum  of  Eighty  eight  pounds  Lawful  money 
for  money  recovered  against  him  by  Peter  Sevenee' in  the  County  Court 
within  &  for  the  County  of  Addison  in  March  last  for  goods  &c.  taken 
from  said  Sevenee  by  a  Com'  &  paid  to  said  Sawyer  and  Company  for 
their  services  in  1778 — 

The  petition  of  Benjamin  Warner  which  was  refered  from  the  last 
session  was  read  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

Agreeable  to  ordei — The  House  took  under  consideration  the  bill 
entitled,  An  act  for  supporting  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  which  was  read 
and  after  considerable  debate  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until  to 
morrow  morning — 

Ordered  that  the  consideration  of  the  Listers  bill  be  refered  until  to 
morrow  morning — 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  "Clock — 


THURSDAY  October  18' ^  1787— 


M'  [William]  Ward  requested  leave  of  absence  during  the  remainder 
of  the  session — Granted — 

Ordered  that  M'  [Phineas]  Freeman  be  requested  to  wait  on  the 
Governor  &  Council  &  inform  them  that  this  House  are  not  ready  to 
join  in  Grand  Committee  to  elect  County  officers  at  this  time  agreeable 
to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day — The  House  took  under  con- 
sideration the  bill  entitled,  An  Act  for  supporting  Ministers  of  the 
Gospel — which  being  read  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council — 
The  question  being  put  whether  the  amendments  should  be  agreed  to — 
The  yeas  &  nays  on  the  question  being  Required  they  are  as  follows — 


I.    The  name  is  given  as  Peter  Sevenee  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  147- 
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Yeas 
M"^  Dewey 
M"  Ormsby 
M^  Kurd 
■■  Shiimway 
■■  Williams 
'  S.  Clark 
■■  Cooley 
'  Rumsey 
^  Daniels 
'  Hunt 
'  I.  Smith 
■■  L.  Spalding 
''  Sabin 
''  Session 
'Webb 
'  Freeman 
'  Wells 
'Cook 
'  Wood 
■■  Lyman 


M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 


M'  Shafter  M' 

M'  Stickney  M' 

M'  Aikin  M' 

M'  White  M' 

M'  E.  Robinson  M' 

M'  Hazen  M' 

M'  E.  Weld  M' 

M'  Burton  M' 

M'  J.  Weld  M' 

M'  Stevens  M' 
M'  J.  Carpenter 

M'  Cox  M' 

M'  N.  Throop  M' 

M'  J.  Throop  M' 

M'  Loomis  M' 

M'  S.  Smith  M' 

M'  Andrus  M' 

M'  Cowle  M' 

M'  Porter  M' 


Pennock 
Edgerton 
Austin 
Rosbrook 
Rich 
Harvey 
Chamberlain 
Paine 
Foster 
Everist 
M'  Thompson 
Benton 
Sawyer 
C.  Smith 
Saxton 
Spafford 
Fasset 
Bliss 
Allen 


Nays 
M'  Jewet 
M'  Speaker 
M'  Lathrop 
M'  I.  Clark 
M'  Ashley 
M'  Lewis 
M'  Marvin 
M'  C.  Carpenter 
M'  J.  Spalding 
M'  Marsh 
M'  L  Robinson 
M'  Willson 
M'  Briggs 
M'  Hudson 
M'  Hawkins 
M'  Emmons 
M'  Johnson 
M'  Rudd 
M'  Ferris 
M'  Barnum 
M'  Farnsworth 
M'  Russell 
M'  Butterfield 


So  it  Passed  in  the  Affirmative  and  the  bill  with  the  amendments 
Passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

Agreeable  to  order  the  House  joined  the  Governor  and  Council  to 
elect  County  officers — The  Representatives  for  the  County  of  Windsor 
made  their  nomination,  which  being  Read  the  following  persons  were 
elected  to  the  offices  affixed  to  their  names  viz — ■ 

The  Honorable  Joseph  Marsh  Esq'  chief  Judge  &  Thomas  Moredock 
and  Elias  Weld  Esquires  side  Judges  of  the  County  Court  within  and  for 
the  County  of  Windsor — 

Colonel  Paul  Brigham  High  Sheriff  of  said  County — 
Elijah  Robinson  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  Windsor  District — 
John  Throop  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  Hartford  District — 
Elijah  Robinson,  Simon  Stevens,  Samuel  Cobb  Thomas  Chandler, 
Daniel  Heald,  Samuel  Brown,  Waters  Chillson,  Joseph  Hubbard,  John 
Russell,  Salmon  Dutton  Thomas  Cooper,  George  Hough,  John  Weld, 
Thomas  Hapgood  Thomas  Gotten,  Benj^  Emmons,  Jabez  Cottle,  John 
Hawkins  Joshua  Hazen,  John  Marsh,  John  W.  Dana,  John  Throop 
Benj^  Cox,  Beriah  Green,  Elisha  Burton,  Joel  Marsh  Elias  Stevens,  Abel 
Stevens,   Michael   Flynn   &  Asa  Whitcomb   Esquires  Justices  of  the 
Peace — 

A  petition  from  Mess'«  Hough  &  Spooner  printers  to  this  state 
praying  that  they  may  have  the  exclusive  right  of  printing  for  this 
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state  seven  years  longer — which  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Committee  of 
six  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  & 
make  report  to  this  House  of  their  opinion — Members  chosen  M'' 
[Elijah]  Dewey,  M^  I.  Clark,  M''  [John]  Fasset,  M^  [Phineas]  Freeman, 
M^  E.  Robinson  &  M^  [Elijah]  Paine — 

Agreeable  to  order  the  House  took  under  consideration  che  petition 
from  the  Proprietors  of  Johnson,  which  being  again  Read  was  refered 
to  the  opening  of  the  House  in  the  afternoon — 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — ■ 

2  °Clock  P.  M.  Oct^  18'  1787— 

The  Com*^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Samuel  Johnson 
Reported — "That  they  find  the  facts  supported  and  in  their  opinion 
the  prayer  ought  to  be  granted" — which  was  Read  &  accepted  &  leave 
^iven  for  a  bill  co  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Resolved  that  the  Selectmen  and  Constable  of  the  town  of  Cavendish 
in  Windsor  County  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  warn  all  the 
freemen  of  the  town  of  Cavendish  to  meet  at  such  time  &  Place  as  the 
Selectmen  shall  appoint,  to  choose  a  Representative  to  Represent  said 
town  in  General  Assembly  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  year — 

A  petition  signed  Abner  Chamberlain  was  read  &  refered  to  a 
Com'  of  three  to  state  facts  &  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M'' 
Smith,  M'  [Samuel]  Williams  &  M''  [John]  Session- 
Agreeable  to  order  the  petition  from  the  Proprietors  of  Johnson  was 
again  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com'  of  live  to  take  the  same  under  con- 
sideration &  report  a  stating  of  facts — The  members  chosen  M""  Speaker 
M'  [Joshua]  Wood,  M""  [Alexander]  Harvey,  M''  [Arad]  Hunt  &  M' 
[Thomas]  Chandler — 

A  petition  from  Eleazer  Dudley  &  others  inhabitants  of  Fair  Haven 
praying  that  a  tax  might  be  laid  of  two  pence  per  acre  on  all  the  lands  in 
said  town  for  making  roads  &  bridges  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  the  land 
tax  Committee — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  empowering  Samuel  Johnson  Administrator 
of  the  estate  of  Eben""  Rice  to  execute  a  certain  deed  therein  mentioned — 
was  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  Read  &  accepted  and  sent  to  the 
Governor  &  Council  for  Revision  and  concurrence — 

A  petition  from  Daniel  King  and  others  praying  for  land  East  of 
Kingston — also  a  petition  from  James  Whitlaw,  James  Savage  &  W"" 
Coit  praying  for  lands  for  surveying  under  the  Surveyor  General — -Also 
a  petition  from  Amos  Robinson  &  others  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  of 
Orange — A  petition  from  Phineas  Lyman  and  Company  and  a  petition 
from  Ebenezer  &  David  Merrick  were  Read  and  refered  to  the  Com' 
appointed  on  Jon^  Elkins  petition — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Woodstock  for  building  a  bridge  over  Water  Queche  [Ottau- 
quechee]  river  &  repairing  roads,  and 
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A  bill  entitled  an  Act  for  dividing  the  town  of  Westminscer  into  two 
parishes',  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  Read  &  accepted  &  sent 
up  for  Revision  &  concurrence. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  °Clock 

FRIDAY  Oct^  19"'  1787— 

A  petition  from  William  Williams  praying  that  a  tax  may  be  laid  on 
all  the  lands  in  Wildersburgh  for  making  &  repairing  Roads  &c.  was  read 
and  refered  to  M""  I.  Clark,  M'  [Samuel]  Lathrop  &  M'  [Jesse]  Cook  to 
state  facts  &  Report — 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
for  prefixing  the  line  between  Addison  and  Chittenden  Counties^,  which 
was  read  and  dismissed  and  The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  dividing  the 
County  of  Addison,  forming  a  new  County  and  ascertaining  the  times 
and  Places  of  holding  Courts  in  Addison  &  Chittenden  Counties  &  for 
annexing  Berlin  to  Chittenden  County — was  read  accepted  &  sent  to 
the  Governor  &  Council  for  Revision  &  concurrence — 

On  motion  made  by  M"'  [Elijah]  Paine 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  &  Council  be  requested  not  to  issue  any 
charters  for  land  Iving  on  or  adjoining  Lake  Memphre  Magog  until  the 
further  order  of  the  Legislature — • 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  empowering  Sam'  Johnson  Adm""  of  the 
estate  of  Eben""  Rice  to  execute  a  certain  deed  therein  mentioned,  was 
returned  from  Council  concurred,  Read  and  Passed  into  a  Law  of  this 
state — 

A  petition  from  Paul  Spooner  &  John  Session  Esquires  praying 
that  the  Treasurer  of  this  state  may  be  directed  to  pay  them  for  services 
done  the  County  01  Cumberland  by  representing  said  County  in  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  the  state  of  New  York^  in  the  years  1775  and 
1776 — was  Read  &  dismissed — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  Abner  Chamberlains  petition 
reported — ^"That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  ought  not  to  be  granted" 
which  was  read  &  accepted  &  said  petition  dismissed — 

Adjourned  until  2   "Clock  afternoon — 

2  °Clock  P.  M— Oct^  19"^  1787— 

A  petition  from  Reedsboro'  praying  that  a  tax  of  2"^  per  acre  might 
be  laid  on  all  the  Lands  in  said  town  for  making  &  repairing  roads  &c.  was 
Read  &  Refered  to  the  Com'  appointed  on  Col°  Williams  petition — 

1.  A  Congregational  Church  was  organized  in  the  west  parish  in  1799 — Thompson's 
Gazetteer  of  Vermont,  part  3,  p.  188.  A  village  in  the  town  is  known  as  Westminster 
West. 

2.  Chittenden  County  extended  on  the  west  line  from  the  southwest  corner  of  Char- 
lotte to  the  Canadian  boundary. — Laws  of  1787,  p.  4. 

3.  Familiarity  with  the  controversy  between  the  people  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  and  the  New  York  authorities  will  explain  why  this  petition  was  dismissed. 
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A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  laying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Tunbridge  in  Orange  County  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned— And 

A  bill  encitled  An  act  directing  the  return  of  processes  to  Windham 
County  Court,  were  brought  in  according  to  leave,  Read  and  accepted 
&  sent  up  for  revision  &  concurrence. 

A  petition  signed  by  N°  of  Proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  Newbury 
was  Read  &  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of 
Corinth  reported — "That  in  their  opinion  a  tax  of  2^  on  each  acre 
(Public  rights  excepted)  ought  to  be  laid  for  making  &  repairing  Roads 
&c.  under  the  direction  of  Reuben  Foster  and  John  Taplin  Esq"" 
which  was  Read  and  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in 
accord  y. 

A  petition  from  a  N°  of  Proprietors  &  Land  owners  of  Milton  pray- 
ing for  a  tax  of  2 '^  on  each  acre  of  land  in  said  town  might  be  granted  for 
making  &  Repairing  Roads  &c.  was  Read  and  refered  to  the  Com' 
appointed  on  Col°  William's  petition  to  state  faces  &  make  Report — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  annex  the  town  of  Kingston  to  Addison 
County — ^And 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  levying  a  tax  of  2'^  on  each  acre  of  land 
in  Woodstock  for  building  a  bridge  over  Water  queche  [Ottauquechee] 
river  &  for  repairing  Roads  & 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  directing  the  return  of  processes  to  Wind- 
ham County  Court — And 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  dividing  the  town  of  Westminster  into 
two  parishes  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  read  &  passed  into 
Laws  of  this  state. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  regulating  the  choice  of  Surveyor  General  was 
reported  by  the  Com'  Read  &  accepted  &  sent  up  for  Revision  &  con- 
currence— 

Resolved  upon  the  nomination  of  the  members  of  Assembly  from 
Windham  County  that  Samuel  Knight,  John  Bridgman,  Sam'  Fletcher, 
Benj^  Burt  &  Hubbel  Wells  Esquires  be  &  are  hereby  appointed  a  Com* 
to  see  whether  the  Court  House  &  Goal  [Jail]  are  or  shall  be  built  in  New 
Fane  agreeable  to  a  contract  entered  into  by  the  Inhabitants  of  said 
New  Fane  and  within  the  time  fixed  in  such  contract — 

The  Report  of  the  Com'  which  was  refered  from  the  las:  session  on 
the  petition  from  Rutland  praying  that  said  town  might  be  divided  into 
two  societies'  was  read  and  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly^ — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Fair-Haven  re- 
ported "That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  ought  to  be  granted  and  that 
the  tax  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  Matthew  Lyon,  Eleazer 


I.     Rutland  was  divided  into  two  parishes,  the  east  parish  being  located  in  Rutland 
village  and  the  west  parish  in  West  Rutland. — Thompson's  Vermont,  part  3,  p.  154. 
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Dudley  &  Silas  Safford  Esq""  whicli  was  Read  &  accepted  &  leave  given 
for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Medway  [Men- 
don]  reported — "That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  ought  to  be  granted" 
which  was  Read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in 
accordingly — 

The  Council  sent  back  the  bill  entitled,  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
entitled  an  act  for  collecting  and  paying  rates,  with  some  proposals  of 
amendment  which  being  Read  the  question  was  put — whether  the  pro- 
posals of  amendment  should  be  agreed  to — The  yeas  &  nays  on  the 
question  being  required  they  are  as  follows  viz — 


Yeas 

Nays 

M^ 

Dewey 

M'  Jewet 

M^  L.  Spalding 

M^  J.  Throop 

M^ 

I.  Clark 

M^  Kurd 

M--  Sabin 

M""  Johnson 

M' 

Saxton 

M''  Shumway 

M""  Session 

M"^  Loomis 

M' 

Spafford 

M^  Canfield 

M^  Webb 

M^  S.  Smith 

M' 

Fasset 

M-"  Williams 

M'  Briggs 

M*"  Andrus 

M^ 

Butterfield— 

-  M""  Chipman 

M"^  Freeman 

M^  Cowle 

M""  Lathrop 

M^  Wells 

M""  Porter 

M""  Ashley 

M-"  Hudson 

M'^  Pennock 

M"^  Lewis 

M""  Lyman 

M"^  Edgerton 

M""  Marvin 

M''  Shafter 

M""  Austin 

M'  C.  Carpenter 

M""  Stickney 

M'  Rosbrook 

M'  J.  Spalding 

M"-  Aikin 

M^  Rich 

M'  Marsh 

M^  White 

M'  Chamberlain 

M^  S.  Clark 

M''  E.  Robinson 

M"^  Foster 

M^  I.  Robinson 

M^  E.  Weld 

M'  Everist 

M'  Cooley 

M'  Hazen 

M'  Rudd 

M'  Rumsey 

M""  Burton 

M"^  Ferris 

M'^  Willson 

M*"  Stevens 

M'  Benton 

M"^  Daniels 

M""  J.  Carpentei 

•  M*^  Barnum 

M^  I.  Smith 

M^Cox 
M'  N.  Throop 
M"^  Hawkins 
M''  Emmons 

M"^  Sawyer 
M'  C  Smith 
M""  Farnsworth 
M^  Russell— 

So  it  Passed  in  the  Negative — 

The  Council  sent  back  the  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Tunbridge  in  Orange 
County  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  concurred  read  and  Passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state — 

The  Council  sent  back  the  bill  entitled  An  act  regulating  the  choice 
of  Surveyor  General  with  the  following  proposal  of  amendment  viz — • 
"That  the  Governor,  Council  and"  should  be  added  before  the  words 
"General  Assembly"  which  was  agreed  to  and  the  amendment  made  and 
the  bill  Read  &  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 
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Ordered  that  M''  [Micah]  Townsend  [Secretary  of  State]  be  re- 
quested to  prepare  a  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  revised  laws — 

The  Land  tax  Com*^  for  making  &  repairing  roads  &c.  reported  on 
the  petition  from  Wells  "That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
ought  to  be  granted — also  Reported  on  the  petition  from  Norwich — 
"That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be  granted" — also  on  Asaph 
Fletchers  petition  from  Ludlow — "That  the  prayer  thereof  be  Granted 
and  that  the  tax  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  Salmon  Dutton, 
Joseph  Fletcher  and  Jesse  Gilbert — "also  on  the  petition  from  Stratton, 
"That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — also  on  the  petition  from 
Thetford — "That  che  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted" — Also  on  the 
petition  from  Somerset — "That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted" — 
which  reports  were  Read  and  accepted  &  leave  given  for  bills  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  Daniel  Bucks  petition  Reported — 
"That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  not  to  be  granted"  which  was  Read  & 
accepted  &  said  petition  dismissed. 

The  petition  from  Bethel  was  withdrawn — 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  "Clock — 


SATURDAY  Oct'  lo''^  1787— 

Agreeable  to  order — The  Governor  and  Council  joined  the  House 
to  elect  County  officers — On  motion  being  made — Resolved  to  reconsider 
the  appointment  of  Paul  Brigham  Esq"^  to  be  High  Sheriff  of  Windsor 
County — Ordered  that  the  appointment  of  County  officers  be  postponed 
until  Monday  at  the  opening  of  the  House  in  the  afternoon — 

Resolved  that  this  House  request  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to 
issue  his  proclamation  calling  upon  all  the  good  people  of  this  state  to 
render  their  strict  obedience  to  the  Laws  thereof  And  that  all  Executive 
&  informing  officers  be  vigilant  in  executing  the  said  laws — And  that 
the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  Clerks  of  the  several  Churches  to  be  read 
after  divine  service  on  the  next  Thanksgiving  day — And  where  there 
are  no  ministers  to  the  town  Clerks — 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  discharge  Major  William  Goodrich 
from  his  Creditors"  which  was  Refered  from  the  last  session  was  again 
Read,  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  Revision  &  con- 
currence. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Hester  Warner 
reported — "That  the  stating  of  the  petition  is  true  and  that  there  be 
granted  to  the  petitioner  and  the  legal  heirs  of  Col°  Seth  Warner  2000 
acres  of  land  without  fee  for  granting  the  same — which  was  read  and 
accepted  and  thereupon, 
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Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Hester  Warner^ 
widow  of  CoI°  Seth  Warner  deceased  two  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the 
northerly  part  of  this  state  and  the  same  be  by  the  surveyor  General 
surveyed  in  some  of  the  unlocated  lands  in  this  state  at  the  expence  of 
the  state — That  the  Governor  and  Council  be  requested  on  receiving  a 
Return  of  such  survey  to  grant  a  charter  of  such  lands  to  the  said  Hester 
and  heirs  of  the  deceased  without  fee  or  reward — 

The  Com*  appointed  to  doom^  the  several  towns  that  have  not 
given  in  their  List  brought  in  their  report  which  being  read, 

Resolved  that  the  following  towns  be  doomed  the  sums  prefixed  to 
each  respectively  for  the  year  1787 — viz — 


Dorset 

£  3300-15- 

Tunbridge — 

£    638-10 

Stamford 

865— 

Panton — 

789— 

Ruport — 

3816— 

New  Haven 

1012 — 

Sunderland 

1564— 

Cambridge 

812 

Castle  ton — 

3306-10 

Salisbury 

400. 

Harwich — 

600 — 

Leicester — 

600 

Benson — 

1000 — 

Middlebury 

600 

Tomlinson — 

985— 

Two  Heroes 

743-14 

Wardsboro 

1592— 

Fairfax 

150- 

Royal  ton 

2280 

^Allensburg 

500— 

Woodstock — 

4783 

Highgate — 

150- 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Roswell  Hop- 
kins brought  in  the  following  report  viz — "That  in  our  opinion  a  tract 
or  gore  of  land  southerly  of  New  Huntingcon  and  Westerly  of  Fayston 
be  granted  to  the  petitioner  and  in  case  it  be  mountainous  that  he  have 
leave,  in  lieu  of  those  lands  to  take  an  equal  number  of  acres  on  some 
lands  that  are  ungranted  " — which  was  read  and  accepted  and  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Doctor  Roswell 
Hopkins  all  chat  gore  or  tract  of  land  lying  South  of  New  Huntington  & 
West  of  Fayston'' — And  if  said  gore  shall  prove  to  be  mountainous  that 

1.  Col.  Seth  Warner  was  one  of  the  outstanding  leaders  of  the  Green  Mountain 
Boys  and  one  of  the  commanders  of  the  troops  furnished  by  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  for 
service  in  the  American  Revolution.  His  health  became  impaired  so  that  he  was  unable  to 
participate  in  active  service  after  the  year  1777.  He  resided  at  Bennington  until  1784, 
when  he  returned  to  his  native  town  of  Woodbury,  (Roxbury)  Conn.,  where  he  died,  Dec. 
26,  1784,  aged  forty-one  years.  The  grants  he  had  received  in  the  towns  of  Dewey sburgh 
and  Eden  had  been  sold  for  taxes  and  in  her  petition  Mrs.  Warner  represented  that  she 
was  in  a  destitute  condition.  This  tract  is  still  known  as  Warner's  Grant,  north  of  Morgan 
and  west  of  Morgan  and  Holland.  Only  a  few  persons  have  ever  located  on  this  grant  and 
it  has  never  been  organized  or  made  part  of  an  organized  township  (1928). — Crockett  s 
History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  431-432. 

2.  See  Note,  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  2,  p.  27. 

3.  The  name  Alburgh  is  said  to  be  a  contraction  of  Allensburgh  and  this  reference 
in  proximity  to  Highgate  evidently  is  to  Alburgh. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p 
251. 

4.  This  tract  was  granted  as  one  of  several  Avery's  Gores  or  Grants. — State  Papers 
of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  9-10.  A  tract  of  11,264  acres  was  granted  to  Dr.  Roswell  Hopkins, 
Oct.  27,  1787.  It  was  known  as  Hopkins  Gore,  Hopkins  Grant  and  Hopkinsville.  Later 
it  became  a  part  of  the  town  of  Kirby. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  305- 
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there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  the  said  Roswell  Hopkins  the  same 
quantity  of  land  that  is  included  in  said  gore  in  such  part  of  the  unap- 
propriated lands  in  this  state  as  he  shall  choose,  provided  the  same 
does  not  interfere  with  any  grant  heretofore  made — And  the  Governor 
and  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  make  out  a  charter  of  such  tract 
or  tracts  to  the  said  Roswell  Hopkins  as  soon  as  the  Surveyor  General 
can  make  out  a  proper  survey  of  the  same  under  such  restrictions  and 
reservations  as  they  shall  judge  proper — 

THE  AUDITORS  of  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  made  the  following 
REPORT  viz— 

"To  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  now  convened  at  New- 
bury— The  Auditors  of  Public  accounts  beg  leave  to  lav  before  your 
Honors  the  following  stating  of  the  late  Treasurers  accounts  so  far  as 
they  have  been  able  to  compleat  a  settlement  viz — 

STATE  OF  VERMONT  in  account  current  with  IRA  ALLEN 
Esq"^  Treasurer — 
D^ 

CONTINENTAL  MONEY. 

To  cash  paid  on  Pay-Table  orders  &c.  vouchers 

produc'd £    138625        4     4 

To  d°  paid  Commissaries  &c.  &c.  as  p""  receipts..        57466       16     5 
To  cash  in  the  Treasury 1252       12  — 

£  197344  12     9 

LAWFUL'  MONEY— 

To  cash  p'd  on  Pay-Table  orders  &c.  vouchers 

produced 102293  16     7 

To  cash  p'd  Commissaries  &c.  as  p*^  receipts.  .  .  .         14019  i     9 

To  State  notes  in  the  Treasury 14277  3    1 1 

£  130,590  2  3 
HARD  MONEY— 
To  cash  p'd  on  Pay-Table  orders  &c.  vouchers 

produced lll'h  7  - 

To  hard  money  orders  in  the  Treasury 4345  5  6 

To  cash  p'd  Surveyor  Gen'  &c.  p""  receipts 279  i  6 

To  cash  p'd  In'  on  state  notes 1211  16  i 

£     13609       10     3 


I.  An  act  passed  in  March,  1787,  declared  that  "all  genuine  coined  gold,  silver  and 
copper  shall  be  legal  money" — Laws  of  Vermont,  (March,  1787),  p.  105. 

Many  counterfeit  coins  were  in  circulation  and  coin  clipping  was  extensively  prac- 
ticed.— See  McMaster's  "History  of  the  People  of  the  United  States,"  vol.  i,  pp.  400404, 
589-592. 
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CONTINENTAL  MONEY 
By  cash  received  of  Commissioners  &c.  p^  books  £  190433         6     4 
By  ballance  due  to  Col°  Allen' 691 1         6     5 

£  197344       12     9 

LAWFUL  MONEY— 
By  Cash  received  of  Land  Committee  &c.  p"" 

books 66815  13  8 

By  State  notes  issued 24750  8  7 

By  Cash  received  on  the  several  taxes 38536  17  ii 

By  ballance  due  to  Col°  Allen 487  2  i 


HARD  MONEY 

By  cash  received  on  Hard  money  taxes. 
By  hard  money  orders  issued 


£  130,590 

2 

3 

741 1 

6198 

2 
7 

7 
8 

£  13,609 

10 

_1 

Sunderland  April  25'  ijSy — 

We  the  subscribers  Auditors  of  Public  accounts  having  this  day 
compleated  examining,  adjusting  and  comparing  the  accounts  of  the 
Honorable  Ira  Allen  Esq''  late  Treasurer  of  this  state — Find  that  he  has 
credited  this  state  in  the  above  account  the  sum  of  £190,433-6-4  con- 
tinental money — And  has  exhibited  proper  vouchers  for  the  payment 
of  £138,625-4-4  and  has  produced  receipts  from  Commissaries  &  others 
to  the  amount  of  £57,466-16-5-  and  has  in  the  Treasury  £1252-12-  and 
find  there  is  a  ballance  due  to  him  the  sum  of  £6911-6.5-  Continental 
money — We  also  find  that  he  has  credited  the  state  for  cash  received  in 
Lawful  money  of  Land  Committees,  Vermont  paper  currency  &c.  &c. 
the  sum  of  £66,8i5-i3-8-By  state  notes  issued  £24750-8-7  By  cash 
received  on  the  several  taxes  £38,536-17-11 — And  has  exhibited  proper 
vouchers  for  the  payment  of  £102,293-16-7  and  has  produced  Com- 
missaries receipts  &  others  for  £14,019-1-9  and  has  State  Notes  in  the 
Treasury  received  on  the  several  taxes  &c.  £14,277-3-11 — and  find  there 
is  a  ballance  due  to  him  the  sum  of  £487-2-1 — Lawful  money — And  we 
also  find  that  he  has  credited  the  state  the  sum  of  £7411-2-7  for  monies 
received  on  the  several  hard  money  taxes — And  the  sum  of  £6198-7-8 
hard  money  orders  issued — And  has  exhibited  proper  vouchers  for  the 


I.  This  report  was  a  vindication  of  Ira  Allen  from  charges  made  by  his  enemies, 
showing  as  it  did,  that  the  State  owed  him  money. — See  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont, 
vol.  2,  pp.  421-424. 
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payment  of  £j'J'jt,-'j.2  and  has  in  the  Treasury  £4345-5-6  hard  money 
orders  and  has  surveyor  Generals  receipts  &  others  for  £279-1-6  and 
cash  paid  for  Interest  on  State  notes  £1211-16-1  which  we  find  brings 
the  hard  money  account  to  a  ballance — And  we  also  certify  that  we  have 
compared  all  the  checks  that  we  have  obtained  from  the  lace  Auditors 
and  others  against  him  and  find  that  he  has  credited  the  state  in  every 
particular  agreeable  to  the  several  checks  compared — 

"We  also  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  stating  of  the  several 
taxes  granted  up  to  the  25'  of  April  1787  except  the  taxes  granted  last 
October 

Amount  of  all  the  Lawful  money  taxes  46,369-18-10 

Am'  of  money  Received  of  Col° 

Allen  Treas""  on  the  aforesaid  taxes 38,536-17-11  1 

Am'  of  Collectors  fees  abatements  &  \     44,545-5-2 

Commiss"  Certificates  &c.  6,008-7-3      J 


Leaves  due  on  the  Lawful  money  taxes £1,824-13-8 

Amount  of  Hard  money  taxes £  9,236-5-9 

Am'  of  money  Receiv'd  on  said  taxes. .  .  .7411-2-7  ] 

7887-2-5 
Am' of  Collectors  fees  &  abatements 475-19-10      J 

Leaves  due  on  the  hard  money  taxes £  1,349-3-4 

— ^We  also  beg  leave  to  report  the  amount  of  State  notes  and  hard  money 
orders  issued  up  to  the  25'  of  April  1787 — also  the  amount  in  the  Treas- 
ury and  the  amount  in  circulation  up  to  said  day — 

Amount  of  State  Notes  issued 24,750-8-7 

Notes  in  the  Treasury 14,277-3-11 

leaves  in  circulation £    10,473-4-8 

Amount  of  Hard  money  orders  issued 6198-7-8 

Orders  in  the  Treasury 4345-5-6 

leaves  hard  money  orders  in  circulation £    1853-2-2 

— We  also  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honors  that  we  have  compleated 
a  settlement  with  John  Fasset  Esq""  Commissioner  of  sales,  and  find  that 
he  has  Treasurers  Receipts  to  ballance  his  accounts — And  we  would 
also  inform  your  Honors  that  the  Com"'^  General  has  not  compleated  a 
settlement  of  his  accounts — -And  that  he  has  on  hand  a  large  sum  of 
money  that  he  has  collected  on  provision  taxes  which  he  has  neglected 
to  pay  into  the  Treas*'. 

JOHN  STRONG  1 

sam'  mattocks      \      Auditors 


Newbury  Oct'  rg^  lySy — 


ROS'  HOPKINS 
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The  Auditors  also  made  the  following  Report  viz. 

"To  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  now  sitting — We  the  Sub- 
scribers Auditors  of  Public  accounts — beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honors 
that  we  were  not  able  to  Audit  the  accounts  of  Samuel  Mattocks  Esq"" 
Treasurer  agreeable  to  Law  by  reason  of  sickness — That  we  expected  to 
have  compleated  a  settlement  with  him  at  this  place  but  find  that  it  is 
impracticable — but  having  examined  his  accounts  we  find  there  is  now 
due  on  the  several  lawful  money  taxes  up  to  this  day  £2408-9-11 — that 
583-16-3  of  which  is  due  on  the  last  three  penny  tax — 'That  there  is 
£9627-2-8  state  notes  in  circulation  That  the  caxes  due  deducted  with 
the  money  collected  by  the  Commissi  General  will  leave  about  the  sum 
of  £4718-12-9  stace  notes  in  circulation — That  we  find  due  on  the 
several  hard  money  taxes  £1322-9-6  and  chat  there  is  in  circulation 
£1527-19-8  in  hard  money  orders — That  the  taxes  due  deducted  will 
leave  the  sum  of  £205-10-2  hard  money  orders  in  circulation — 


Newbury  OcV  20^  ^787- 


JOHN  STRONG  \        AuditOfS 

ROS'  HOPKINS 


The  aforesaid  Reports  of  the  Auditors  being  read — 
Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  six  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  the 
necessity  of  laying  a  tax  and  prepare  a  bill  &  report — ^The  members 
chosen  M*"  [John]  Shumway,  M""  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  M""  [Bezaleel] 
Rudd,  M''  [John]  Session,  M*"  [Benjamin]  Emmons  and  M''  [Beriah] 
Loomis — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  °Clock  P.  M— Ocf  20*  1787— 

A  petition  signed  James  Rogers  and  Oliver  Ashley  praying  for  a 
grant  of  land  was  read  and  refered  to  the  next  session — • 

The  Com*^  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  report  made 
by  the  late  surveyor  General'  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 
**That  he  has  compleated  the  survey  of  the  following  towns  granted  by 
this  state  exclusive  of  those  towns  formerly  granted  by  New-Hampshire 
to  wit — Ripton,  Lincoln,  Starkesborough,  Hancock,  Rochester  Bethel, 
Royalton,  Randolph,  Braintree,  Kingston,  Warren,  Roxbury,  Brookfield, 
Turnersburgh,  [Chelsea]  Vershire,  Washington,  Williamston,  Northfield, 
Waitsfield,  Fayston  Orange,  Wildersburgh,  [Barre]  Groton,  Montpelier, 
Calais,  Cabot  Woodbury,  Elmore,  Morriston,  Sterling,  Cambridge, 
Fletcher  Hydes  Park,  Wolcott,  Hardwick,  Walden,  Greensboro', 
Minden  [Craftsbury]  Eden,  Walden  Gore,  Dewey's  Gore,  Danville,  St. 


I.     For  reference  to  Ira  Allen's  report  as  Surveyor  General,  see  Crockett's  History  of 
Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  424-426. 
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Johnsbury  Linden  [Lyndon]  Littleton,  [Waterford]  Concord,  Victory, 
Burk,  East-Haven,  New-Ark,  [Newark]  Westford,  Taylors  Grant' and 
Gore  to  Daniel  Smith' — Your  Com'  further  report  that  there  are  three 
towns  granted  by  New  Hampshire  East  of  St.  Albans,  Swanton  & 
Highgate  whose  situation  if  surveyed  by  Charter  will  greatly  injure  a 
considerable  tract  of  unlocated  land  as  Smithfield  and  Fairfield  extend 
twenty  four  miles  &  Hungerford  [Sheldon]  into  the  Gov'  of  New  Hamp- 
shire— Your  Com'  therefore  submit  the  propriety  of  recommending  to 
the  grantees  of  said  townships  &  directing  the  following  bounds  for  the 
said  towns — 'Fairfield  to  begin  at  the  southeasterly  corner  of  St.  Albans, 
thence  running  Northerly  on  the  easterly  line  of  St.  Albans  to  the  north- 
easterly corner  thereof  thence  carrying  out  that  breadth  South  70**  East 
so  far  that  .  urning  a  right  angle  will  include  the  contents  of  six  miles 
square^ — Smithfield  beginning  at  the  North  east  corner  of  St.  Albans, 
thence  running  Northerly  on  the  easterly  line  of  Swanton  to  the  north- 
east corner  thereof,  thence  carrying  out  that  breadth  south  70"*  East 
so  far  that  turning  a  right  angle  will  include  28,040  acres — Hungerford 
beginning  at  the  Northeasterly  corner  of  Swanton — Thence  northerly 
on  the  easterly  line  of  Highgate  to  the  most  easterly  corner  thereof — 
Thence  carrying  out  that  breadth  south  70^*  East  so  far  that  turning  a 
Right  angle  will  include  the  contents  of  six  miles  square — Your  Com' 
further  Report  that  the  outlines  of  Topsham,  Orange,  and  Wildersburgh 
altho'  run  according  to  the  orders  of  the  General  Assembly  are  not  in 
fact  agreeable  to  their  several  Charters  and  therefore  submit  the  pro- 
priety of  directing  the  Surveyor  General  to  run  the  outlines  of  the  said 
towns  according  to  their  respective  charters  at  the  expence  of  the  state — 
That  a  surveyor  General  be  appointed  &  directed  to  compleat  the  Gen- 
eral survey.  And  that  the  late  surveyor  General  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish the  General  Assembly  the  present  session  with  a  true  map  or  chart 
of  the  several  surveys  made  under  his  direction — " 


1.  No  reference  to  Taylor's  Grant  or  Gore  appears  in  vol.  26  of  the  New  Hampshire 
State  Papers  containing  the  Wentworth  Grants  and  notes  thereon,  or  in  the  Index  to  the 
Papers  of  the  Surveyor  General,  otherwise  known  as  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  i.  In 
State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  2,  the  Assembly  Journal  for  Feb.  23,  1782,  (p.  70) 
contains  a  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  petitions  for 
and  situations  of  the  vacant  lands.  This  report  recommends  "that  there  be  granted  to 
Capt.  Daniel  Smith  and  associates  ten  in  number  a  gore  of  land  bounding  northerly  on 
Monkton  and  southerly  on  New  Haven."  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  149,  in  the 
Council  proceedings  of  Feb.  28,  1782,  refers  to  a  "gore  of  land  granted  to  Capt.  Daniel 
Smith  &  Co,"  for  which  the  owner  of  each  right  was  to  pay  "eight  pounds,  ten  shillings, 
lawful  money  by  the  first  day  of  May  next,  each  right  to  contain  330  acres."  This  loca- 
tion appears  to  be  that  of  New  Haven  Gore,  which  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Monkton 
and  on  the  south  by  New  Haven,  as  shown  in  New  Hampshire  State  Papers,  vol.  26,  p. 
694,  which  also  states  that  New  Haven  Gore  was  annexed  to  NewHaven,Oct.  21,  1790. 
Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  p.  170,  shows  that  Daniel  Smith  represented  the  town  of  Monk- 
ton  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1800  and  in  other  years  thereafter.  See  p.  39  of  this 
volume  for  further  reference  to  boundary  difficulties. 

2.  The  text  of  the  original  charters  of  Fairfield,  Smithfield  and  Hungerford  show 
that  their  grants,  as  made  by  Governor  Wentworth,  were  to  contain  "six  miles  square  and 
no  more." — New  Hampshire  State  Papers,  vol.  26,  pp.  151,  155  and  415.  ' 
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The  aforesaid  report  was  read  and  accepted — 

The  petition  of  Amos  Robinson  which  was  refered  to  a  Com'  was 
requested  to  be  laid  over  to  the  next  session,  which  was  not  granted — 
And  said  petition  dismissed — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  Col"  Williams  petition  reported — 
"That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far  granted  as  that  a  tax  of  one 
penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  two  first  division  of  lots  to  contain 
100  acres  each  in  said  Wilderburgh  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  making  & 
repairing  roads  &c. " — Also  reported  on  the  petition  from  Reedsboro' — 
"That  the  prayer  ought  to  be  granted"  also  Reported  on  the  petition 
from  Milton  "That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted" — which 
were  Read  &  accepted — And  leave  given  for  the  several  petitioners  to 
bring  in  bills  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  Nath'  Throop  praying  that  all  the  lands  in  Bethel 
might  be  taxed  for  making  &  Repairing  roads  &c.  two  pence  per  acre — 
And  a  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Pittsford  praying  that  one  equal 
third  part  of  the  real  estate  of  Joseph  Wright  late  of  Pittsford  deceased 
might  be  sold  for  the  support  of  the  widow  who  is  now  a  charge  to  said 
town,  were  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com'  of  three  to  state  facts  &  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M'  [Daniel]  Marsh,  M"^  [Thomas]  Sawyer 
and  M''  [Elias]  Stevens — 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  discharge  Major  William  Goodrich  from 
his  creditors,  was  Returned  from  Council  concurred,  and  read  and  after 
Some  debate  the  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Elijah  Paine  & 
Cornelius  Lynde  Esq"  respecting  a  College  Reported — That  they  are  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  at  the  present  day  to  fix  upon  any 
particular  town  or  County  in  which  a  College  or  university  should  be 
erected — The  rapid  &  continued  settlement  of  various  parts  of  this 
state  within  a  few  years  hence  may  render  any  particular  town  now 
agreed  on  as  a  proper  place  for  establishing  a  college  highly  inconvenient 
&  unsuitable — Your  com'  further  report  that  notwithstanding  the 
very  laudable  &  generous  donations  proposed  to  be  given  by  those 
Gentlemen  for  the  erecting  the  institution  yet  as  it  falls  vastly  short  of 
the  expence  necessary  for  its  establishment  and  maintenance  of  its 
necessary  officers — And  as  the  lands  appropriated  by  this  state  for  the 
benefit  of  such  an  institution  will  not  afford  an  immediate  support — 
Your  Com'  are  of  opinion  that  the  consideration  of  erecting  &  establish- 
ing a  College  or  university  in  this  state  be  postponed  for  the  direction  of 
a  future  Legislature"  which  was  Read  and  accepted — 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  dividing  the  town  of  Rutland  into  two 
societies,  was  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  Read  and  accepted  and  sent 
to  the  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

Resolved  that  Doct'  Roswell  Hopkins  have  liberty  to  pay  the  grant- 
ing fees  for  the  land  granted  to  him  this  day  in  this  states  securities — 

The  petition  from  the  proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  Newbury  was 
withdrawn  by  leave  of  the  House — 
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Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  assess  the  grant- 
ing fees  of  such  lands  as  shall  be  granted  this  session  and  direct  the  time 
when  the  same  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury — The  members  chosen 
M""  [Ira]  Allen,  M"'  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  and  M""  [Thomas]  Johnson — 

A  petition  from  Timothy  Rogers  Agent  for  the  proprietors  of  Hun- 
gerford  praying  that  the  township  of  Hungerford  [Sheldon]  might  be 
established  as  follows  viz — beginning  at  the  southeast  corner  of  High- 
gate  and  running  northerly  on  the  East  line  of  Highgate  to  the  North 
East  corner  thereof  then  carrying  that  breadth  about  South  80"*  East 
so  far  that  it  will  include  the  contents  of  six  miles  square — And  that  if 
the  Legislature  would  establish  the  bounds  of  said  town  as  aforesaid — 
That  they  would  give  up  their  Charter  [from  New  Hampshire]  and  take 
one  from  this  state — which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  nine  oclock  in  the  morning — 

MONDAY  October  22^  1787— 

The  Committee  appointed  to  state  facts  on  the  petition  from  the 
Proprietors  of  Johnson  brought  in  their  report  which  was  Read  &  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  until  the  opening  of  the  House  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Com*^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Mess"  Hough  & 
Spooner'  reported — "That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
be  so  far  granted  that  the  exclusive  right  of  doing  the  states  printing 
be  granted  to  the  petitioners  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  rising 
of  this  Assembly  at  their  present  session" — which  was  read  and  accepted 
and  a  bill  entitled, 

An  act  declaring  who  shall  be  the  printers  to  this  state,  was  read  and 
accepted  and  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  Revision  &  concurrence. 

The  Com*^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Nath'  Throop  in 
behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Bethel  report — "That  in  their  opinion  the 
prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted"  which  was  read  &  accepted  and 
leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  Frederick  Saxton  was  Read  and  refered  to  M'' 
[Ira]  Allen,  M^  [Gamaliel]  Painter  &  M^  [Jonathan]  Spafford  to  state 
facts  and  make  report — 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Stevens  praying  for  a  grant  of  land 
in  lieu  of  lands  granted  to  him  by  the  late  Government  of  New  York 
and  which  are  re-granted  by  this  state — was  read  and  Ordered  to  lie 
on  file — 

The  petitions  from  Panton  &  Ferrisburgh  praying  that  part  of 

Ferrisburgh  might  be  annexed  to  Panton  was  refered  to  the  next  session — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Wardsboro' 


I.  An  act  was  passed  at  this  session  providing  that  Messrs.  Hough  and  Spooner, 
printers  in  Windsor,  be  given  the  sale  and  exclusive  right  of  printing  for  the  State,  with 
the  exception  of  "proclamations  for  convenience  sake,"  for  a  term  of  three  years,  subject 
to  continuing  in  the  State,  performing  business  punctually  and  for  a  reasonable  price. — 
Laws  of  1787,  p.  7. 
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reported,  which  was  Read  and  refered  to  the  next  session  for  con- 
sideration— 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Hindsburgh  [Hinesburg]  in  Addison  County  for  the  purposes  of 
making  &  repairing  roads  &  bridges  in  said  town,  was  brought  in  accord- 
ing to  leave  Read  &  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Council  for  Revision  &  con- 
currence— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  distribution  of  the  Laws  &  Journals — 
was  brought  in  Read  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  for  dividing  the  town  of  Rutland  into  two 
parishes"  was  returned  from  Council  Concurred  read  &  passed  into  a 
law  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  °Clock  P.  M— Oct^  22 '^  1787— 

A  petition  and  remonstrance  from  General  Roger  Enos  and  Col° 
Joseph  Fay  agents  for  Berkeshire  &  Enosburgh  setting  forth  that  if  the 
lines  of  Smithfield,  Fairfield  &  Hungerford  are  established  according 
to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  which  has  been  accepted  by  this  House 
the  townships  of  Enosburgh  and  Berkeshire  will  be  removed  about 
twenty  nine  miles  from  the  Lake  whereas  their  charter  bounds  them 
twelve  miles  from  the  Lake  by  which  means  their  interest  will  be  greatly 
injured' — And  Remonstrating  against  said  Report  and  praying  that 
Hungerford  &c.  might  be  established  in  such  manner  as  that  Berkeshire 
and  Enosburgh  may  remain  according  to  their  grant  &  charter,  was  Read 
&  refered  to  the  Com'  appointed  to  take  the  surveyor  Generals  report 
into  consideration  and  that  they  report  their  opinion  to  this  House — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  for  dividing  the  County  of  Addison  &  as- 
certaining the  times  and  places  for  holding  courts  in  Addison  and 
Chittenden  Counties  was  returned  from  Council  concurred,  Read  and 
the  question  being  put  whether  the  said  bill  should  pass  into  a  Law  of 
this  state — The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  were  Required.  They 
are  as  follows^ — 

Yeas  Nays 

M"  Jewet  M^  Hurd  M"  Dewey  M"^  Burton 

M^  Canfield  M''  Stevens  M""  Speaker  M'  J.  Carpenter 

M""  Williams  M""  Cox  M""  Shumway  M'  N.  Throop 

M'"  Lathrop  M""  Emmons  M""  C.  Carpenter  M""  Hawkins 

M'  Ashley  M''  J.  Throop  M"  Marsh  M""  Johnson 

M^  L  Clark  M^  S.  Smith  M^  S.  Clark  M^  Loomis 

M""  Lewis  M"^  Cowle  M""  L  Robinson  M''  Edgerton 


1.  Water  transportation  was  a  factor  of  greater  importance  in  1787  than  it  was  after 
railroads  were  built,  and  proximity  to  Lake  Champlain  was  an  asset  not  to  be  ignored. 

2.  The  Addison  County  members  voted,  11  to  4,  in  favor  of  a  division  of  the  county. 
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Yeas 
M^  Wilson  M' 

M"  Daniels  M' 

M^  L.  Spalding  M' 
M''  Session  M^ 

M-^  Briggs  M^ 

M^  Hudson  M^ 

M^  Shafter  M^ 

M^  Chipman  M' 
M^  Stickney  M' 
M^  White  M' 

M^  Chandler  M^ 
M^  J.  Weld  M^ 

M^  Allen  M^ 

So  it  Passed  in 


Nays 

Austin 

M'  Hunt 

M"^  Rosbrooks 

Everist 

M^  I.  Smith 

M^  Rich 

Painter 

M^  Webb 

M"^  Harvey 

Ferris 

M"^  Freeman 

M'  Chamberlain 

Barnum 

M^  Wells 

M^  Paine 

Benton 

M^  Cook 

M'  Foster 

Sawyer 

M""  Wood 

M^  Rudd 

C.  Smith 

M'  Aikin 

M''  Thompson 

Saxton 

M'  E.  Robinson      M^  Fasset 

Spafford 

M^  E.  Weld 

M^  Russell 

Farnsworth 

M"^  Hazen 

Bliss 

Butterfield 

the  affirmative — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  discharge  Major  William  Goodrich  from 
his  credittors,  was  taken  under  consideration,  read  and  the  question 
being  put  whether  said  bill  should  pass  into  a  law  of  this  state — The 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  being  required  they  are  as  follows  viz — 


M"^  Dewey 
M^  Hurd 
M^  Lathrop 
M^  I.  Clark 
M'  L.  Spalding 
M"^  Sabin 
M*^  Session 
M^  Webb 
M^  Wells 
M'  Wood 
M*"  Hudson 
M'  Stickney 
M^  Chandler 
M^  J.  Weld 
M'  N.  Throop 
M"^  Emmons 
M^  J.  Throop 
M""  Johnson 
M'  Loomis 
M"  Cowle 

So  it  Passed 


Yeas 

M^  Marvin  M^ 

M'  I.  Robinson  M" 

M^  Daniels  M^ 

M^  I.  Smith  M^ 
M^  Chamberlain  M^ 

M'  Paine  M^ 

M*^  Everist  M^ 

M'  Painter  M'' 

M^  Rudd  M^ 

M^  Ferris  M^ 

M^  Thompson  M^ 

M^  Benton  M^ 

M^  Barnum  M^ 

M^  Sawyer  M^ 
M'  Saxton 
M^  Spafford 
M'  Fasset 
M^  Allen 
M'  Butterfield 
M'  Chipman 
in  the  affirmative — 


Nays 

Jewett 

M'  C.  Carpenter 

Canfield 

M""  J.  Spaulding 

Ashley 

M^  S.  Clark 

Lewis 

M^  Hunt 

Briggs 

M^  Cox 

Shafter 

M^  Andrus 

Aikin 

M"^  Edgerton 

White 

M'  Rosbrook 

E.  Robinson 

M'  Rich 

Marsh 

M'  Harvey 

E.  Weld 

M'  Foster 

Hazen 

M^  Bliss 

Stevens 

M'  Russell 

J,  Carpenter 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  not  hear  any  more  petitions  of  a  pri- 
vate nature  during  the  present  session — 

The  Governor  and  Council  joined  the  House  to  elect  County 
officers — The  nomination  of  the  members  of  Addison   County  being 
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Read — The  following  were  elected  to  the  offices  annexed  to  their  names 
viz. 

The  Hon**'^  John  Strong  Esq"^  chief  Judge,  Gamaliel  Painter  and 
Hiland  Hall  Esquires  side  Judges  of  the  County  Court  for  Addison 
County — 

Hon*"'^  John  Strong  Esq""  Judge  of  Probate  for  Addison  District — • 

M"^  Sam'  Strong  Sheriff  of  said  County — 

Nathan  Manley  Zadok  Everist,  Peter  Ferris  Abel  Thompson, 
Samuel  Barnum,  William  Brush,  Elijah  Foot  John  Chipman,  Thomas 
Sawyer,  Daniel  King  and  Amos  Calender  Esquires  Justices  of  the  Peace 
within  and  for  said  County — 

The  nomination  for  Chittenden  County  being  read  the  following 
persons  were  elected  to  the  several  offices  annexed  to  their  names — viz — 

The  Hon*"'^  John  Fasset  Esq"^  chief  Judge,  John  White  and  Samuel 
Lane  Esquires  side  Judges  of  the  County  Court  for  said  County — 

Noah  Chittenden'  Esq"^  Sheriff  of  said  County — 

Elisha  Barber,  Ebenezer  Allen,  Alexander  Gordon,  Amos  Brownson, 
Daniel  Horsford,  Amos  Fasset,  Caleb  Smith,  Daniel  Stannard,  Thomas 
P.  Loid,  James  Farnsworth  John  Knickerbaccor,  Joel  Woodworth, 
Timothy  Bliss,  Broadstreet  Spafford  and  Thomas  Butterfield — Esquires 
Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County — 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Com'  on  the 
petition  from  the  Proprietors  of  Johnson,  which  being  read  and  after 
takeing  up  some  time  thereon — Ordered  that  the  further  consideration 
thereof  be  postponed  until  to  morrow  morning — 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  "Clock — 

TUESDAY  October  23 -^   1787— 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Chittenden,  Ethan  Allen  and  Joseph  Fay 
Esquires  praying  that  the  heirs  of  Docf^  Thomas  Young^  late  of  Phila- 
■delphia  deceased  might  have  a  grant  of  land  for  the  important  services 
&c.  done  this  state  by  Doct"^  Young — was  read  &  refered  to  the  next 
session  of  Assembly — 

On  motion  made  by  Col°  Allen  Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  method  of  collecting  the 
taxes  that  are  due  in  such  towns  where  the  names  of  the  first  constables 
have  not  been  returned — And  also  to  report  the  sums  that  ought  to 
have  been  collected  in  the  several  towns  that  were  taxed  ten  shillings  on 
•each  one  hundred  acres  in  the  County  of  Orange — The  members  chosen 
M""  [Ira]  Allen,  M""  I.  Smith  &  M'  [Alexander]  Harvey— 


1.  Noah  Chittenden  was  a  son  of  Gov.  Thomas  Chittenden.  See  note  in  Governor 
and  Council,  Vol.  2,  p.  132. 

2.  Dr.  Thomas  Young  of  Philadelphia  is  said  to  have  proposed  the  name  Vermont. 
He  also  suggested  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  model  for  Vermont. — Governor 
a  nd  Council,  vol.  I,  pp.  42-44,  58-59,  78,  394. 
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Resolved  that  the  late  Commissary  General  Farnsworth'  be  directed 
to  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  this  state  whatever  moneys  may  be  due 
from  him  to  this  state — And  provided  said  Farnsworth  shall  neglect  to 
pay  the  same  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  commence  a  suit  against  him 
at  the  term  following  the  next  term  of  the  County  Court  of  common 
pleas  for  the  County  of  Rutland  for  the  sum  the  Auditors  of  accounts 
may  find  due — 

Agreeable  to  order  the  House  took  under  consideration  the  Report 
of  the  Com*^  on  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Johnson,  which 
being  Read  and  after  hearing  the  Council  for  the  Proprietors  of  Johnson 
and  the  Counsel  for  the  proprietors  of  Brownington — The  question  being 
put  whether  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted — It  passed  in  the 
affirmative  and  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  &  are  hereby  requested 
to  issue  a  charter  of  incorporation  to  Jonathan  Edwards^  W™  Sam' 
Johnson,  Charles  Chancy  &  Comp^  of  a  township  of  land  by  the  name  of 
Johnson, 3  lying  and  bounding  Southerly  on  Sterling,  Easterly  on  Hydes 
Park,  Northerly  on  lands  ungranted,  &  Westerly  on  lands  un  Granted 
and  on  Cambridge  East  line  said  township  to  contain  the  quantity  of 
23040  acres — ■ 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — 

2°Clock  P.  M.  Oct^  23**  1787— 

M'  [Gamaliel]  Painter,  M'  [Abel]  Thompson  and  M'  [BezaleelJ 
Rudd  requested  leave  of  absence  during  the  remainder  of  the  session — 
Granted — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  consideration  of  a  state  tax  &c. 
reported — which  was  Read  &  dismissed — And  Ordered  that  the  Secretary 
be  requested  to  prepare  &  bring  in  a  bill  laying  a  tax  of  six  pence  on  the 
pound  on  the  list  of  1787  payable  the  first  day  of  February  next — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  receive 
state  notes  and  hard  money  orders  indiscriminately  in  payment  of  all 
taxes  that  have  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  granted  by  the  Legislature — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  not  to  issue 
any  state  notes  on  Interest  until  the  further  order  of  the  Legislature — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  7'  article"  in  the  arrangement 
Reported  thereon  which  was  Read  and  accepted — and  Ordered  that  a 

1.  Joseph  Farnsworth  was  elected  a  Commissary  of  Purchases  by  the  Vermont 
Assembly,  Nov.  7,  1780  (State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  Part  i,  p.  172)  and  Commissary 
General,  Oct.  27,  1781  (Vermont  State  Papers,  vol.  3,  part  2,  p.  38). 

2.  For  references  to  Messrs.  Edwards,  Johnson  and  Chancy  see  State  Papers  of  Ver- 
mont, vol.  3,  part  2,  p.  69. 

3.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Johnson  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp. 
111-113,310. 

4.  The  seventh  article  proposed  was  "by  act  of  legislation  to  provide  for  the  interest 
of  the  Glebe  society  and  other  public  lands  in  the  State." 
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Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare &  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — Members  chosen  M""  [Ebenezer] 
Marvin,  M""  [Phineas]  Freeman  &  M"^  [John]  Session — 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  bill  entitled  an  act  directing 
the  Listers  in  their  office  &  duty  which  was  laid  over  from  the  last  session 
— which  being  read  and  debated  the  question  was  put  whether  said  bill 
should  pass  into  a  law  of  this  state — ^The  yeas  &  nays  being  required  on 
the  question — They  are  as  follows  viz. 


Yeas 
M^  Speaker  M^ 

M^  Kurd  M' 

M'  Canfield  M^ 
M'  Chipman  M^ 
M'  Lathrop  M^ 
M'  Ashley  M^ 

M'  Lewis  M' 

M^  Marvin  M' 

M'  C.  CarpenterM^ 
M^  J.  Spalding  M^ 
M^  Sabin  M^ 

M'  Session  M^ 

M^  Marsh  M' 

M^  S.  Clark  M^ 
M'  L  Robinson  M^ 
M'  Willson  M^ 

M^  Daniels  M^ 

M'  L  Smith  M^ 
M'  L.  Spalding  M' 
M'Webb  M' 

M'  Briggs  M^ 

M^ 
M' 
M^ 


Lyman 

Shafter 

Stickney 

White 

Cowle 

E.  Weld 

J.  Carpenter 

Cox 

N.  Throop 

Hawkins 

Emmons 

J.  Throop 

Loomis 

Andrus 

Porter 

Pennock 

Edgerton 

Austin 

Rosbrook 

Rich 

Peirce 

Ferris 

Sawyer 

Russell 


Nays 

M'  Dewey  M' 

M"  Jewet  M^ 

M'  Williams  M' 

M^  L  Clark  M' 

M'  Cooley  M' 

M^  Hunt  M^ 

M^  Freeman  M' 

M^  Wells  M' 

M^  Cook  M' 

M"  Hudson  M' 

M'  Aikin  M' 

M"^  E.  Robinson  M' 

M"^  Hazen  M' 

M"  Burton  M' 

M^  Chandler  M' 

M'  Stevens  M' 
M'  Johnson 


S.  Smith 

Hawley 

Whitlaw 

Chamberlain 

Foster 

Everist 

Benton 

Barnum 

C.  Smith 

Saxton 

Spafford 

Earns  worth 

Fasset 

Bliss 

Allen 

Butterfield 


So  it  Passed  in  the  affirmative. 


Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  °Clock — 


WEDNESDAY  Oct^  24'  1787— 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Norwich  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  brought  in 
agreeable  to  order  Read  &  accepted  &  sent  up  for  Revision  &  concur- 
rence— 

A  petition  from  Elijah  Paine  praying  that  a  tax  of  one  penny] on 
the  acre  might  be  laid  on  all  the  lands  in  Northfield  for  making  &  re- 
pairing roads  &  bridges,  was  Read  &  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and 
leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 
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The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Frederick 
Saxton  brought  in  their  report — which  was  read  &  accepted  and  leave 
given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Hindsburgh  [Hinesburg]  in  Chittenden  County  for  the  purpose 
of  making  &  repairing  Roads  and  bridges  in  said  town — was  returned 
from  Council  with  a  proposal  that  the  tax  be  one  penny  half  penny  in 
lieu  of  two  pence — which  was  agreed  to  and  the  amendments  made  and 
the  bill  Read  &  Passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Medway  [Mendon]  in  the  County  of  Rutland,  was  brought  in 
agreeable  to  order  Read  &  accepted  &  sent  up  for  Revision  &  con- 
currence— 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  laying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Bethel  in  Windsor  County  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned, 
was  brought  in  according  to  order  Read  &  accepted  &  sent  up  for  Re- 
vision &  concurrence — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  levying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
Land  in  Ludlow  for  making  &  repairing  roads  &  bridges  in  said  town  was 
brought  in  agreeable  to  leave  read  and  accepted  &  sent  up  for  Revision 
&  concurrence — 

A  petition  signed  John  Duncan  praying  for  pay  for  70  bus'  of  wheat 
that  Jonathan  Child  Dep'  Com""  Gen'  of  purchases  had  taken  from  him 
for  the  use  of  the  state  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com*^  of  three  to  state 
facts  &  make  report — Members  chosen  M""  [Thomas]  Johnson,  M'' 
[John]   Fasset  and  M'  E.  Robinson — 

A  petition  from  Brookfield  praying  for  a  tax  on  all  the  lands  in  said 
town  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &  bridges,  was  Read  &  the  prayer 
thereof  granted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  the  Honorable 
Jonathan  Hunt  Esq*^  and  his  associates  being  sixty  four  in  number  a 
township  of  six  miles  square  or  lands  equal  in  quantity  agreeable  to  a 
Resolution  of  Assembly  in  March  1787  and  the  surveyor  General  is 
hereby  directed  as  soon  as  may  be  to  locate  the  same  in  such  manner 
as  not  to  obstruct  the  grants  made  before  the  5  *  March  last  and  as  soon  as 
the  surveyor  General  shall  have  made  a  return  of  said  land  and  the 
granting  fees  hereafter  to  be  set  for  the  same  by  the  Legislature  shall 
have  been  paid  his  Excellency  and  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  issue 
a  charter  of  incorporation  therefor  under  the  usual  limitations  and 
restrictions — 

General  [Isaac]  Clark  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Pay-Master-General  &  declaring  his  duty — Ordered 
that  he  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  appointing  a  Pay-Master-General  &  as- 
certaining the  business  of  his  office  was  read  accepted  and  sent  to  the 
Council  for  Revision  and  concurrence — 

The  Governor  and  Council  having  joined  the  House — ^They  Re~ 
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solved  to  reconsider  the  vote  for  Reconsidering  the  appointment  of  Paul 
Brigham  Esq""  Sheriff  of  Windsor  County — 

They  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Surveyor  General — ^The  ballots 
being  taken — 

JAMES'  WHITLOW  [Whitelaw]  Esq"^  was  elcted — 

They  also  proceeded  to  choose  Agents  to  negotiate  the  public  busi- 
ness of  this  state  to  Congress^ — ^The  ballots  being  taken — 

IRA  ALLEN,  ISAAC  TiCHENOR  and  NOAH  SMITH  Esquites  werc  elcctcd — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternooon — 

2  °Clock  P.  M.  Oct^  24'''  1787— 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  John  Duncan  re- 
ported— That  they  find  the  facts  set  up  in  said  petition  to  be  true  and 
that  if  the  petitioner  hath  not  a  legal  demand  on  the  Commissary 
General  for  his  pay  that  the  Legislature  ought  to  interpose  in  his  favour 
— which  was  read  and  the  petition  and  report  refered  to  the  next  session 
of  Assembly — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  distribution  of  the  Laws  and  Journals 
of  Assembly,  was  brought  in  read  and  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor 
and  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

The  report  of  the  Com'  on  Governor  Marshs  petition  which  was  re- 
fered from  the  last  session  was  read  and  accepted — And  refered  with  the 
petition  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly — 


1.  James  Whitelaw,  a  surveyor,  came  to  America  in  1773  to  locate  a  colony  for  the 
Scotch-American  Company,  and  a  settlement  was  made  in  Ryegatein  1774. — Crockett's 
History  of  Vermont,  vol.  I,  pp.  252-256. 

2.  The  year  1787  was  made  notable  by  the  drafting  of  the  United  States  Constitution 
and  by  the  beginning  of  ratification  on  the  part  of  the  States.  It  was  not  an  opportune 
time  to  take  up  statehood  with  the  Continental  Congress,  likely  to  be  superseded  soon 
by  another  and  more  powerful  legislative  body.  Kasson,  in  his  "Evolution  of  the  Con- 
stitution" (p.  171),  refers  to  a  debate  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  relative  to  the 
possible  admission  of  Vermont,  which,  he  says,  "had  received  pledges  independent  of  the 
consent  of  New  York."  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  the  founders  of  Vermont  had  not  been  idle. 
Public  opinion  was  changing  and  the  change  was  in  favor  of  separate  statehood  for  Ver- 
mont. In  the  spring  of  1787,  Alexander  Hamilton  had  introduced  a  bill  in  the  New  York 
Assembly  providing  for  a  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Vermont,  and  supported  it  in 
a  speech  which  his  son,  J.  C.Hamilton,  characterized  as  "among  the  most  able  fragments  of 
his  (Alexander  Hamilton's)  eloquence  which  have  been  preserved."  This  bill  passed  the 
Assembly  in  spite  of  Governor  Clinton's  bitter  opposition,  but  was  defeated  in  the  Senate. 
New  York  leaders  like  Hamilton,  John  Jay,  Gouverneur  Morris  and  General  Schuyler  rec- 
ognized the  wisdom  of  ending  the  controversy  with  Vermont.  This  year  marked  the  real 
beginning  of  the  movement  which  culminated  in  the  admission  of  Vermont  as  a  State  in 
1791. 

James  Madison,  writing  to  General  Washington  on  March  18,  1787,  alludes  to  the 
probability  of  an  early  relinquishment  of  New  York's  claims  to  Vermont  (Writings  of 
James  Madison,  vol.  i,  p.  283),  and  John  Adams,  writing  from  London  to  John  Jay,  May 
8,  1787,  alludes  to  the  expected  settlement  of  the  New  York-Vermont  controversy,  which 
he  discusses  in  connection  with  the  calling  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  (Life  and 
Works  of  John  Adams,  vol.  8,  p.  439).  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  421-440; 
Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  441-446. 
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A  bill  entitled  An  act  to  enable  creditors  to  receive  their  just  debts 
out  of  the  effects  of  their  absconding  debtors,  was  read  accepted  and 
sent  to  the  Council  for  Revision  &  concurrence — 

A  petition  from  Ward  Apthorpe  Esq"^  was  Read  ficreferedtoa  Com' 
of  three  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  to  state  facts  &  make  Report 
—Members  chosen   M'    I.  Smith,  M"^  [Noah]  Sabin  &  M''  [Ira]  Allen— 

A  petition  from  Jesse  Leavensworth  praying  that  he  may  be  pro- 
tected from  arrests  &c.  for  debts  contracted  before  the  year  1785  for  such 
time  as  the  Legislature  shall  direct  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com'  of 
three  to  state  facts  and  make  report — The  members  chosen  M"^  [Lemuel] 
Chipman,  M^  [Seth]  Austin  and  M""  [Alexander]  Harvey — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  declaring  who  shall  be  state  printers,  was 
returned  from  Council  Read  &  Passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

The  Com'  appointed  to  report  the  reasons  why  the  Laws  and 
Journals  are  not  promulgated  &c.  Reported — "That  they  find  as  facts 
that  the  state  printers  sent  the  Journals  of  the  House  by  the  Post  about 
the  i"  August  last  to  the  Post  Masters  office  at  Bennington  and  that 
they  lay  there  about  two  months  we  also  find  that  the  Sheriff  of  Rutland 
County  has  received  three  weeks  ago  one  Journal  for  each  town  Clerk 
in  said  County  of  October  Session  we  also  find  that  the  Sheriff  of  Addison 
County  has  not  received  any  therefore  report  as  their  opinion  that  the 
inattention  of  the  Postmaster  to  his  duty  is  the  only  reason  why  the 
Journals  of  the  House  were  not  distributed  according  to  Law" — which 
report  was  Read  &  refered  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for  their  con- 
sideration— 

A  petition  signed  Nathan  Stone  was  read  &  refered  to  the  next 
session — 

The  following  bills  were  Read  and  accepted  &  sent  up  for  concur- 
rence &  revision  viz — An  Act  for  granting  a  tax  of  six  pence  on  the 
Pound — 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Reads- 
boro'  in  Bennington  County — 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  the  acre  in  Northfield  for 
the  purpose  of  making  and  roads  &  building  bridges  in  said  town — And 

An  Act  for  leving  a  tax  of  i  "^  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Brookfield  for 
build^  bridges  &  repair^  roads  in  s'd  town. 

A  petition  signed  John  Martin  was  read  &  dismissed. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  granting  a  tax  of  6*^  on  the  Pound  was 
returned  from  Council  concurred,  read  &  Passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  state  be  directed  to  receive  bills 
of  credit  emitted  by  this  state  &  to  issue  hard  money  orders  therefor. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  appointing  a  Paymaster  General  and  as- 
certaining the  business  of  his  office,  was  returned  concurred  Read  & 
passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  James  Abbot  made 
Report  which  was  Read  &  dismissed  &  said  petition  dismissed — 

Resolved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  Passed  yesterday  requesting 
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tRe  Gov'  &  Council  to  issue  their  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  Johnson  for  the  town  of  Johnson — And 

On  the  petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  town  of  Johnson  against 
the  Proprietors  of  Brownington — This  Assembly  having  heard  the 
parties  with  their  exhibits  do — Resolve  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled 
to  a  charter  of  the  township  of  Land  bounding  southerly  on  Stirling, 
Easterly  on  Hydes  Park,  Northerly  on  Lands  ungranted  &  Westerly  on 
lands  ungranted  &  on  Cambridge  east  line  containing  six  miles  square — 
And  the  Governor  &  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  issue  a  charter  of 
incorporation  to  Jon^  Edwards,  W"  Sam'  Johnson  &  Comp^for  the 
same  under  the  usual  restrictions  &  reservations — 

A  petition  from  Pierpoint  Edwards  Eben""  Strong  &  Benj^  Davis 
Agents  for  six  townships  of  land  East  of  and  adjoining  Lake  Memphre- 
magog  granted  to  Tim°  Andrus^  &  Com^ — was  read  and  refered  to  a 
Com'  of  three  to  join  a  Com*  from  Council  to  state  facts  &  report — 
Members  M'  [Elijah]  Paine,  M'  [Elijah]  Dewey  &  M'  [Phineas]  Free- 
man— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  laying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Thetford  in  Orange  County  for  the  purpose  of  making  &  repairing 
roads  &  building  bridges  in  said  town,  was  brought  in  agreeable  to  order 
read  &  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  for  con- 
currence— 

Resolved  that  a  Com'  of  two  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Surveyor 
General  and  report  the  quantity  of  land  that  is  not  surveyed  and  also 
the  quantity  that  is  granted  and  not  surveyed — And  that  they  report 
their  opinion  in  what  manner  the  Flying  grants  (so  called)  shall  be  sur- 
veyed— Members  chosen  M"^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  &  M""  [Roswell]  Hop- 
kins— 

A  petition  signed  Abner  Chamberlain  was  read  &  refered  to  M"" 
[Beriah]  Loomis,  M'  L  Clark  &  M'  [Elisha]  Burton  to  state  facts  &  make 
Report — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Moses  Little  re- 
ported "That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted  provided  that  there  be  no 
prior  grant  or  right  to  such  lands  &that  the  same  be  refered  to  the  next 
session  for  further  determination" — which  was  read  &  accepted  &  said 
petition  refered  to  the  next  session  accordingly — 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  to  morrow  morning. 

THURSDAY  October  25 '^  1787— 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  between  Solomon  Lee 
&  Frederick  Saxton  was  brought  in  read  &  accepted  &  sent  up  for  Re- 
vision &  concurrence — 


I.  These  townships  were  Derby,  East  Haven,  Holland,  Norfolk,  Norton  and  Warren's 
Gore.  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  59,  64,  94,  148,  151  and  207;  pp.  50-52  of  this 
Journal. 
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Resolved  that  a  Com'  of  three  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  under  consideration  the  situation  of  the  granting  fees  of 
Ira  &  Mooretown  [Bradford]  state  facts  &  report — ^Members — M"" 
[Lemuel]  Chipman,  M""  [Benjamin]  Emmons  &  M""  [Elijah]  Dewey — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  Read  &  ac- 
cepted &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence 
viz — 

An  Act  impowering  persons  therein  named  to  levy  a  tax  of  2**  on 
each  acre  of  land  in  the  township  of  Saltash  [Plymouth]  for  the  purpose 
of  making  &  repairing  roads  &  bridges  in  said  town — 

An  Act  to  vacate  a  judgment  obtained  by  Matthew  Lane  vs  Eben"" 
Burgess  &  for  grants  a  new  trial  to  the  parties  in  the  said  suit — 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  2 '^  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Milton  in  the 
County  of  Chittenden  for  the  purpose  of  making  &  repairing  roads  & 
bridges  in  said  town. 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  the  managers  of  a 
Lottery  for  building  a  bridge  over  Otter  Creek  at  Brown  Camp  reported 
which  was  read  &  accepted  & 

Resolved  that  the  managers  of  the  Lottery  granted  to  build  a  bridge 
over  Otter  Creek  at  Browns  Camp  have  liberty  to  raise  a  further  sum  of 
by  way  of  Lottery  not  exceeding  £125.  for  the  purpose  of  compleating 
said  bridge — And  it  is  hereby  considered  that  this  state  is  in  no  wise 
accountable  for  said  Lottery — And  that  the  said  managers  are  hereby 
made  accountable  to  the  County  Court  of  Rutland  County  for  the 
expenditure  of  said  money — 

The  following  bills  were  Returned  from  the  Governor  &  Council 
concurred  Read  &  passed  into  Laws  of  this  state  viz — 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  i  "^  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Brookfield  for 
building  bridges  &c. — 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  therein  mentioned — 

An  Act  for  the  distribution  of  the  Laws  and  Journals  of  Assembly — 
with  amendments  made  &  agreed  to. 

An  act  for  levying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  the  acre  of  the  lands  in 
Northfield  &c. 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Reads- 
boro  &c.  and 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  2^*  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Aledway 
[Mendon]  &c.— 

A  petition  signed  Jonathan  Child  praying  that  an  Act  might  be 
Passed  to  discharge  him  from  his  creditors  on  delivering  up  his  estate, 
was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com'  of  three  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  to 
take  the  same  under  consideration  state  facts  &  make  report — Members 
chosen  M"'  [Thomas]  Johnson  M"^  [Jonathan]  Spafford  &  M'  [Alexander] 
Harvey — 

The  Council  sent  back  the  bill  entitled  an  act  to  enable  creditors  to 
receive  their  just  debts  out  of  their  absent  or  absconding  debtors  estate — 
with  a  proposal  that  the  same  might  not  be  passed — which  was  read  &. 
agreed  to — 
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A  verbal  message  from  Council  by  M"'  [Isaac]  Tichenor  requesting 
that  this  House  would  join  them  in  Grand  Com'  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  resolution  of  this  House  of  yesterday  requesting  the 
Gov''  &  Council  to  issue  a  charter  of  Incorporation  of  the  township  of 
Johnson  &c.  was  taken  under  consideration — And  the  question  being 
put  whether  this  House  would  join  in  Grand  Com'  for  that  purpose — 
It  passed  in  the  negative — 

Adjourned  until  2°Clock  afternoon — 

2 "Clock  P.  M.  Oct^  25'i»  1787— 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Bayley  Esq"^  in  behalf  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Newbury  was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof  granted —  &  leave  given  for  a 
bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  following  bills  were  read  after  concurrence  &  Passed  into  Laws 
of  this  state  viz — 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Thet- 
ford  &c.— 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Milton 
&c. 

An  Act  to  vacate  a  judgment  obtained  by  Matthew  Lane  vs  Eben"" 
Burgess  &  for  granting  a  new  trial  to  the  parties  in  the  said  suit — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  which  were 
Read  &  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  Revision  &  con- 
currence viz — 

An  Act  for  the  purposes  therein  specified. 

An  Act  for  laying  a  tax  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town  of  Wei's  in 
Rutland  County  state  of  Vermont  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  bridge 
acrost  the  gut  of  the  pond  in  that  town. 

An  Act  suspending'  the  operation  of  the  revised  laws  passed  the  ias^ 
session  of  the  Legislature  until  the  i^'  day  of  December  next — 

An  Act  for  the  limitation  of  actions  brought  against  Sheriffs,  under 
sheriffs  &  Constables  for  certain  matters  in  the  execution  of  their  office — 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Scrat- 
ton  in  the  County  of  Bennington. 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  on  all  the  lands  in  the  township  of  Cormth 
for  the  purpose  of  making  &  repairing  Highways  &  bridges  in  said  town--- 

A  bill  entitled  an  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  pn 
each  acre  of  land  in  Somerset  in  Windham  County — And  ; 

An  Act  laying  a  tax  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town  of  Chittenden 


I.  A  note  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  157,  expresses  the  opinion  that  the 
reason  for  this  suspension  was  "to  await  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  statute  book." 
The  preamble  of  this  act  declares  that  "it  has  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  printe/cto 
complete  the  printing  and  binding  the  revised  laws  of  the  State,  in  order  to  their  being 
seasonably  dispersed  among  the  people  at  this  present  season  of  Assembly."  Acvs  of 
1787,  p.  15. 
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in  Rutland  County  for  the  purpose  of  making  &  repairing  roads  & 
bridges  in  said  town — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Jethro  Jackson — 
And  the  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of 
Pittsford  brought  in  their  reports  which  were  Read  &  accepted  and  said 
petitions  dismissed — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Pierpoint  Edwards' 
&c.  brought  in  the  following  report  viz — "That  in  their  opinion  a  grant 
was  made  to  Tim°  Andrus  &  others  of  six  townships  lying  on  the  north 
line  of  this  state  between  Lewis  &  Averill  &  LakeMemphremagog  And 
that  an  order  of  location  was  issued  in  1779  that  about  two  years  since 
said  six  towns  were  surveyed  agreeable  to  order,  that  there  appears  to 
have  been  a  Charter  issued  which  may  possibly  cover  one  of  the  most 
southerly  of  said  townships — Your  Com'  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
an  order  be  passed  requesting  the  Governor  &  Council  to  issue  a  charter 
or  charters  of  incorporation  of  the  three  northermost  of  said  six  town- 
ships to  Timothy  Andrus  &  associates  according  to  the  said  survey" — 
which  was  Read  &  accepted — 

Ordered  that  M""  [Phineas]  Freeman  be  requested  to  wait  on  the 
Treasurer  and  request  him  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  late  Treas- 
urer has  transfered  the  Treasurers  office  agreeable  to  the  act  Passed 
last  February  directing  the  transferment  of  the  Treasury — 

The  Com'  of  Pay-Table  requested  directions  respecting  allowing 
an  account  exhibited  by  Daniel  Marsh^  for  cattle,  horses  &  sheep  taken 
from  him  in  the  year  1777 — Ordered  that  the  Com'  of  Pay-Table  be 
directed  not  to  allow  said  account — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Jonathan  Child 
reported — "That  in  their  opinion  the  petitioner  ought  to  have  two  years 
&  one  month  from  this  date  to  settle  his  business  &  that  the  Assembly 
grant  him  protection  from  the  demands  of  his  creditors  for  said  term" — 
which  was  read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly— 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Jesse  Leavensworth 
Reported  which  was  Read  and  Recommitted  and  Ordered  that  M'' 
[Elijah]  Dewey  &  M"^  C.  Smith  be  added  to  said  Com' 


I.  Pierpont  Edwards,  born  April  8,  1750,  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards, 
famous  preacher  and  theologian;  and  father  of  Henry  W.  Edwards,  Governor  of  Connecti- 
cut and  United  States  Senator.  He  graduated  from  Princeton  College  in  1768.  In 
Johnston's  History  of  Connecticut  (American  Commonwealth  Series)  p.  338,  reference  is 
made  to  Pierpont  Edwards  as  Connecticut's  leading  lawyer.  He  was  a  Judge  of  the 
United  States  District  Court.     He  died  April  5,  1826. 

2-  Daniel  Marsh  of  Clarendon,  like  Col.  William  Marsh  of  Dorset,  and  others,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  impressed  by  the  success  of  Burgoyne  in  his  invasion  of  the  Champlain 
valley  in  1777,  and  removed  to  Canada.  A  drastic  act  of  punishment,  naming  one 
hundred  and  eight  persons  who  fled  from  Vermont  to  Canada,  was  passed  in  1779  and  con- 
tinued in  force  nearly  two  years.  Daniel  Marsh  returned  and  represented  Clarendon  in 
tfee  General  Assembly  for  five  years, — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  I,  pp.  22-23;  vol.  2,  pp. 
8.  10. 
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Resolved  that  a  Com*  of  three  be  appointed  to  join  a  Com'  from 
Council  to  report  their  opinion  what  shall  be  done  with  the  money  &c. 
in  the  late  Treasurers  hands  &  also  report  their  opinion  respecting  the 
transfering  of  the  late  Treasurers  vouchers  &c. — The  members  chosen 
M'  I.  Clark,  M--  [Jehiel]  Webb  &  M^  [Hubbel]  Wells— 

The  following  bills  were  returned  concurred  read  &  passed  into 
Laws  of  this  state — viz — 

An  Act  for  laying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Ludlow  &c. — 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Nor- 
wich &c. 

An  Act  impowering  persons  therein  named  to  levy  a  tax  of  two 
pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town  of  Saltash  [Plymouth]  for  the 
purpose  of  making  &  repairing  Roads  &c. 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  acre  of  land  in  Brookfield 
&c.— 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Bethel 
&c. 

An  act  for  laying  a  tax  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town  of  Wells. 
And — An  Act  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned 

The  Council  sent  in  the  following  bills  viz. 

An  Act  directing  the  return  of  processes  to  Windsor  County  Court — ■ 
And 

An  Act  for  ratifying  the  services  made  by  the  Deputy  sheriffs  of  the 
County  of  Addison — requesting  that  the  same  might  be  Passed  into 
laws  of  this  state — which  were  Read  &  Passed  into  Laws  accordingly — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Charles  Ward 
Apthorpe  reported  which  was  read  &  accepted  &  said  petition  Refered 
to  the  next  session. 

Resolved  that  the  sallary'  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  for  the 
present  year  be  one  hundred  &  fifty  pounds  Lawful  money — 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  "Clock — 

FRIDAY  Oct^  26'^  1787— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  protect  Jonathan  Child  Esq*^  from  arrest 
for  the  term  therein  mentioned  was  brought  in  by  the  petitioners  accord- 
ing to  leave  Read  &  dismissed — 

Capt.  Uriah  Seymour  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the 
name  of  the  township  of  Westford*  granted  to  Ab™  Sedgwick,  Uriah 
Seymour  &  Comp''  by  this  state  to  the  name  of  Westmore — Granted — ■ 


1.  For  note  on  the  Governor's  salary  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part.  3,  p. 
201. 

2.  A  town  of  Westford  had  been  granted  June  8,  1763,  by  Governor  Wentworth  of 
New  Hampshire.  A  town  of  the  same  name  was  granted  by  the  Vermont  Legislature, 
Aug.  17,  1781,  and  to  avoid  confusion  the  name  of  the  second  township  was  changed 
to  Westmore. — Vermont  State  Papers,  vol.  i.,  p.  159;  vol  2,  pp.  213-214,  366. 
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The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Jesse  Leavensworth 
brought  in  the  following  report  viz — "That  having  examined  the  facts 
stated  in  the  petition  are  of  opinion  they  are  fully  supported  and  beg 
leave  to  report  that  it  is  our  opinion  that  it  is  best  for  the  Public,  the 
Petitioner  &  his  creditors  that  the  person  &  property  of  the  Petitioner 
should  be  exempted  from  arrests  for  five  years" — which  was  Read  and 
the  question  being  put  whether  said  report  should  be  accepted — The 
yeas  &  nays  on  the  question  being  required  they  are  as  follows — viz — 


M' 


Dewey 

Hurd 
Shumway 
Lathrop 
I.  Clark 
Marvin 


Yeas 
M^  Hawkins 
M''  Emmons 
M^  J.  Throop 


M^  J.  Spaulding 


M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 


M' 
M' 

M^ 
M' 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 


M"^  Jewet 
M'  Speaker 
M'  Williams 
M^  Ashley 
M   " 
M 


Nays 


M' 
M' 
M' 
M' 
Lewis  M' 

C.  Carpenter     M^ 


Aikin 

White 

Hazen 

Burton 

Stevens 

J.  Carpenter 

Cox 

S.  Smith 

Edgerton 

Rosbrooks 

Rich 

Paine 

Foster 

Everist 

Farnsworth 

Bliss— 


M^  Marsh  M' 

I.  Clark         M^  Austin  M^  Cooley  M" 

I.  Robinson  M'  Harvey  M'  Willson  M" 

L.  Spalding  M'  Chamberlain  M'  Hunt  M' 

Sabin  M^  Ferris  M^  I.  Smith  M' 

Freeman        M'^  Barnum  M^  Session  M' 

Hudson  M^  Sawyer  M"  Webb  M' 

Lyman  M^  Spafford         M'  Wells  M' 

Chandler       M^  Allen  M'  Wood  M' 

M^  J.  Weld  M^  Chipman        M^  Shafter  M' 

M^  N.  Throop 

So  it  Passed  in  the  affirmative  and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought 
in  accordingly — 

Resolved  that  M""  [Lemuel]  Chipman  be  requested  to  wait  on  the 
Gov"^  &  Council  and  request  them  to  inform  this  House  in  writing  of 
their  intentions  requesting  this  House  to  join  in  Grand  Com'  made  yester- 
day by  M"^  [Isaac]  Tichenor — 

M""  [Lemuel]  Chipman  returned  from  Council  with  a  written  message 
which  being  read — The  question  being  put  whether  the  vote  passed 
yesterday  not  agreeing  to  join  in  Grand  Com'  be  reconsidered — It 
passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  made  by  Judge  Session  that  he  may  have  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  impowering  Elizabeth  Pearce  to  give  a  deed  of  a  tract  of  land 
lately  belonging  to  Eben""  Pearcelateof  Putney  deceased  &c. — Granted — 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  &  Council  be  requested  to  issue  a  charter 
or  charters  to  Timothy  Andrus  &  his  associates  of  the  three  northern- 
most of  the  six  townships  granted  them  in  Oct"^  1779  under  such  restric- 
tions and  with  such  reservations  as  are  usual  and  taking  therefor  the  fees 
directed  by  the  Legislature — said  charters  to  be  as  of  grants  of  the 
Assembly  held  in  October  1779 — 

Resolved  that  the  next  Election  [session]  be  held  at  Manchester — 
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Resolved  that  the  Rev'd  M""  Lewis  Beebe  be  requested  to  preach  the 
next  election  sermon — &  that  M""  [Lemuel]  Chipman  be  requested  to 
wait  on  him  and  inform  him  of  this  Resolution — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  viz — 

An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  laying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Newbury  in  the  County  of  Orange — 

An  Act  authorizing  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  in  this  state 
to  improve  the  Glebe'  &  society  lands  &  the  annual  appointment  of 
certain  persons  to  direct  the  allotment  of  the  college  rights — 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  St. 
Albans  in  the  County  of  Chittenden^  for  the  purpose  of  making  &  re- 
pairing roads  &  bridges  in  said  town — 

An  Act  authorizing  and  impowering  the  persons  herein  after  named 
to  execute  a  deed  &c.  and 

An  Act  to  alter  the  name  of  Westford  to  that  of  Westmore,  &  were 
read  accepted  &  sent  up  for  revision   &  concurrence — 

The  following  bills  were  Returned  from  Council  concurred  viz — 

An  Act  for  laying  a  tax  of  i}^^  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Somerset  &c. 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  of  2 '^  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Stratton  &c. 

An  Act  for  laying  a  tax  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town  of  Chitten- 
den &c.  And 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  on  all  the  lands  in  the  town  of  Corinth  &c. 
and  were  Read  &  Passed  into  Laws  of  this  state. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M.  Oct^  26^  1787— 

A  resolution  of  Council  of  Ocf  24'  &  25'  Ins'  containing  their  pro- 
ceedings on  the  Petition  and  doings  of  this  House  respecting  the  town- 
ship of  Johnson  was  read — And  on  motion  of  the  petitioners  in  case  of 
the  proprietors  of  Johnson  vs.  the  proprietors  of  Brownington — 


1.  The  Selectmen  were  empowered  and  directed  "during  the  present  septenary  to 
take  the  care  and  inspection  of  the  Glebe  and  Society  lands,  in  their  respective  towns." 
They  were  to  see  that  they  were  allotted  according  to  law  and  to  have  charge  of  leasing 
such  lands.  But  nothing  in  this  act  was  to  "extend  so  far  as  to  prevent  any  Episcopal 
ministers  during  the  time  of  their  ministry,  that  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  possession 
of  any  glebe,  lot  or  right,  or  actually  officiating  in  said  town,  where  the  land  lies  and  is  an 
ordained  minister  of  the  Episcopal  church,  from  having  the  management  of  such  lots, 
and  the  avails  arising  therefrom,  during  the  present  septenary. 

The  act  continues:  "And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  an- 
nually, and  every  year  during  the  present  septenary,  there  shall  be  one  person  appointed, 
by  the  General  Assembly  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  take 
the  charge  and  inspection  of  all  lands  appropriated  by  charter  for  the  erecting  a  College  or 
University  in  the  State,  and  to  allot  and  lease  out  the  said  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  In- 
stitution, as  the  Governor  and  Council  shall  direct;  who  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  their  services;  to  be  taxed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  paid  out  of  the 
avails  of  the  improvements  of  said  lands,  which  are  now,  or  hereafter  may  be  made,  on 
said  lands." — Laws  of  1787,  pp.  7-8. 

2.  At  this  time  the  county  of  Franklin  had  not  been  formed. 
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This  Assembly  having  decreed  in  said  cause  that  the  proprietors  of 
Johnson'  are  entitled  to  a  charter  of  the  township  of  land  bounded 
North  on  lands  ungranted,  East  on  Hydes  Park,  South  on  Stirling,  West 
on  Cambridge  &  on  lands  ungranted  each  line  whereof  to  be  six  miles  & 
to  contain  23040  acres — Resolved  for  the  purpose  of  executing  said  decree 
that  his  Excellency  the  Gov''  be  &  is  hereby  requested  to  issue  said 
charter  accordingly  said  charter  to  be  issued  as  of  a  grant  made  by  the 
Assembly  holden  the  second  Thursday  of  Ocf  1782. 

A  petition  signed  John  Scott  was  read  &  refered  to  the  next  session — 
The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Gen'  Enos  &  Col°  Fay 
and  the  consideration  of  the  lines  of  Smithfield^Hungerford&  Fairfield 
Reported  "That  they  have  agreed  on  the  lines  of  Smithfield,  Hunger- 
ford  and  Fairfield  as  now  described  in  the  Resolution  herewith  an- 
nexed"— which  report  and  resolution  being  read  Resolved  that  the 
Governor  &  Council  be  requested  to  issue  a  charter  of  the  following 
tract  of  land  to  the  proprietors  of  Smithfield  beginning  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  St.  Albans,  thence  running  northerly  on  the  easterly  line  of 
Swanton  six  miles  thence  carrying  out  that  breadth  south  seventy 
degrees  east  so  far  that  turning  a  right  angle  will  contain  twenty  eight 
thousand  &  forty  acres — And  the  following  tract  of  land  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  Hungerford  begining  at  the  North  west  corner  of  Smithfield 
thence  Northerly  on  the  easterly  line  of  Swanton  to  the  northeasterly 
corner  thereof  thence  Easterly  on  the  Easterly  line  of  Highgate  to  the 
most  east^  corner  thence  carrying  out  that  breadth  South  70^  East  so 
far  that  turning  a  right  angle  will  include  the  contents  of  six  miles 
square — Provided  the  proprietors  of  Smithfield  &  Hungerford  shall 
each  of  them  before  either  of  the  aforesaid  charters  be  issued  deliver  to 
the  Governor  &  Council  their  charters  of  said  townships  which  they  ob- 
tained under  the  government  of  New  Hampshire  &  provided  also  said 
Proprietors  shall  by  their  receipt  declare  that  the  charters  they  may  re- 
ceive shall  be  in  full  compensation  for  the  lands  granted  them  under  the 
government  of  New  Hampshire — And  also  the  following  tract  of  land  to 
the  proprietors  of  Fairfield  beginning  at  the  south  easterly  corner  of 
St.  Albans  thence  running  northerly  on  the  easterly  line  of  St.  Albans  to 
to  the  northeasterly  corner  thereof  thence  carrying  out  that  breadth 
South  70*^  East  so  far  that  turning  a  right  angle  will  include  the  contents 
of  six  miles  square  provided  that  said  proprietors  of  Fairfield  shall  first 
give  up  their  charter  of  Fairfield  which  they  obtained  under  the  govern- 
ment of  New  Hampshire  &  also  give  the  Governors  &  Council  a  receipt 


1.  Johnson  was  not  chartered  until  1792. 

For  charter  of  and  references  to  Johnson  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol  2.,  pp. 
111-I13,  310.  The  Council  declined  to  approve  the  grant  of  Johnson  at  this  time  and 
directed  the  secretary  not  to  affix  the  State  Seal  to  the  charter. — See  note,  Governor  and 
Council,  vol.  3,  p.  157. 

2.  The  towns  of  Smithfield,  Hungerford  and  Fairfield  were  granted  by  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  1763,  to  Samuel  Hungerford  and  his  associates. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  I, 
•pp.  69,  85  and  134. 
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that  said  Charter  which  they  shall  receive  shall  be  in  full  compensation 
for  the  lands  they  now  hold  under  the  charter  of  the  government  of  New 
Hampshire — And  the  surveyor  General  is  directed  to  run  the  lines  of 
said  townships  before  mentioned  as  before  described — 

Resolved  that  a  Com'  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Treasurer  &  report  their  opinion  what  sum  should  be  allowed  him  for 
his  services  for  the  year  past — Members  chosen  M""  [Samuel]  Benton, 
M'  [John]  Shumway  &  M^   [Elishaj  Burton— 

The  Council  sent  in  a  bill  entitled  an  act  directing  Listers  in  their 
office  &  duty — requesting  that  the  same  might  be  Passed  into  a  Law  of 
this  state  in  the  room  of  the  bill  proposed  by  this  House — which  was 
read  and  Passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state  accordingly. 

WHEREAS  a  bill  hath  originated  in  Council  entitled  "An  act  direct- 
ing Listers'  in  their  office  &  duty"  and  this  Assembly  have  voted  that 
the  same  shall  be  an  act  and  Law  of  this  state — Therefore  Resolved  that 
the  vote  Passing  a  former  act  of  the  same  title  on  the  23*^  Ins'  be  &  is 
hereby  reconsidered — 

A  petition  signed  George  Hough  Treasurer  of  Windsor  County 
praying  that  the  County  might  be  taxed  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  county 
which  are  now  due,  was  Read  &  the  prayer  thereof  granted  &  leave  given 
for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Com'  appointed  to  report  the  wages  of  the  Treasurer  reported 
which  was  read  &  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  allowed  ten  pounds  per  month  for  his 
services  the  year  past  to  be  paid  in  hard  money  orders — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  viz — 

An  Act  authorizing  &  empowering  the  persons  herein  after  named 
to  make  &  execute  a  certain  deed — 

An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  levying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Newbury  in  Orange  County — 

An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  levying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  St.  Albans  in  the  County  of  Chittenden  for  the  purpose  of  making 
&  repairing  roads  &  bridges  in  said  town — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  &  in  alteration  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  em- 
powering the  persons  therein  named  to  levy  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each 
acre  of  land  in  the  township  of  Brumley  [Peru]  &  Landgrove  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  bridges  &  repairing  roads — 

An  Act  for  the  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  lo- 
cating grants  of  land  not  yet  chartered — • 

An  act  for  the  compleating  the  transfer  of  the  Treasury — 

I.  This  act  declared  "that  all  male  persons  in  the  several  towns  in  this  State,  from 
twenty-one  years  old  to  sixty  (ministers  of  the  Gospel,  the  president  and  tutors  of  colleges, 
annual  schoolmasters  and  students  of  colleges  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  taking 
their  second  degree,  excepted)  shall  be  set  in  the  list  each  person  at  six  pounds."  Live 
stock  was  set  in  the  list  at  prices  varying  from  one  pound  ten  shillings  to  four  pounds.  All 
lands  cultivated  for  two  years  was  to  be  appraised  at  ten  shillings  per  acre.  All  traders, 
owners  of  mills  and  licensed  attorneys  were  to  "be  rated  in  the  list  proportionable  to  their 
gains." — Acts  of  1787,  pp.  8-12. 
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An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  enabling  a  Com*  to  levy 
a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town  of  Wards- 
boro'  in  the  County  of  Windham,  public  rights  excepted,  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  contained — 

(An  Act  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  receive  certain  orders  issued 
by  M""  Whitlow  [Whitelaw]  was  sent  by  Council  requesting  that  the  same 
might  be  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — which  was  Read  &  passed  into 
a  Law  accordingly — ) 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  impowering  certain  persons  therein 
named  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Winhall  &  repealing  a  part  thereof — 
and 

An  act  for  levying  a  County  tax  in  the  County  of  Windsor — were 
Read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  Revision  &  con- 
currence— 

The  following  bills  were  Returned  from  the  Governor  &  Council 
concurred  viz — 

An  act  for  the  limitation  of  actions  brought  against  Sheriffs,  under 
sheriffs  &c. 

An  Act  to  empower  the  supreme  Court  to  grant  a  new  trial  be- 
tween Solomon   Lee  &  Frederick  Saxton — 

An  act  to  alter  the  name  of  Westford  to  the  name  of  Westmore — 

An  Act  authorizing  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  towns  in  this  state 
to  improve  the  Glebe  &  society  lands  &c. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  collecting  &  paying 
rates — 

An  act  authorizing  &  empowering  the  persons  herein  after  named 
to  make  &  execute  a  deed  &c. 

An  act  for  the  suspending  the  operation  of  the  revised  laws  Passed 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  until  the  first  day  of  December  next — 

An  act  authorizing  the  person  herein  after  named  to  execute  a 
certain  deed — 

An  act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  act  empowering  the 
persons  therein  named  to  levy  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in 
the  townships  of  Brumley  [Peru]  &  Landgrove  &c. 

An  act  for  the  appointing  Commissioners'  for  the  purposes  of  lo- 
cating grants  of  land  &c. 

An  act  for  the  purpose  of  compleating  the  transfer  of  the^  Treasurer. 

1.  This  act  authorized  the  commissioners  appointed  to  hear  claims  to  all  grants  of 
lands  not  described  by  explicit  boundaries,  and  to  hear  and  determine  disputes  between 
different  proprietors  claiming  the  same  tract  of  land  under  different  grants. — Acts  of  1787, 
pp.   12-13. 

2.  This  act  directed  Col.  Ira  Allen  to  turn  over  books,  vouchers  and  money  belonging 
to  the  State  to  a  commission  consisting  of  Isaac  Tichenor,  Gideon  Olin  and  Gideon  Brown- 
son.  The  commissioners  were  directed  to  burn  certain  money  to  be  turned  over,  which 
may  have  been  paper  money  issued  in  April,  1781.  The  preamble  declares  that  "the 
auditors  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Honorable  Ira  Allen,  Esq.,  late  IVeasurer,  and 
report  that  he  has  accounted  for  all  the  money  &c.  entrusted  to  his  care." — See  State 
Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  2,  p.  7;  Thompson's  Vermont,  part  2,  pp.  133-13-S;  acts 
of  1787,  p.  16. 
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An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  enabling  a  Com'  to  levy 
a  tax  &c.  on  Wardsboro'  &c. — And 

An  act  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  empowering  certain  per- 
sons therein  named  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Winhall  &c. — which 
were  read  &  Passed  into  Laws  of  this  state — 

Resolved  that  a  Com'  of  six  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  be  ap- 
pointed to  nominate  Commissioners  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  act  en- 
titled an  act  for  the  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  lo- 
cating Grants  of  land  &c.  and  that  they  make  report — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the 
several  sums  in  the  Debenture  of  this  Assembly  to  the  several  persons 
therein  named. 

Resolved  that  the  act  passed  Ocf  24'  Ins'  entitled  an  act  for  the 
distribution  of  the  laws  &  Journals  of  Assembly  be  &  is  hereby  recon- 
sidered. 

WHEREAS  the  General  Assembly  of  this  state  at  their  session  in 
February  1783  for  certain  reasons  therein  mentioned  Passed  an  act  to 
discharge  the  towns  of  Barnet,  Ryegate  &  Peacham  from  all  the  arreages 
of  taxes  due  from  the  said  towns  before  the  session  of  Assembly  in  Oct"" 
1782  for  their  deficiency  of  soldiers  required  by  said  Assembly  in  Ocf 
1781  &c.    Therefore 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  state  be  directed  to  discharge  the 
said  towns  of  Barnet  Ryegate  &  Peacham  from  the  aforesaid  taxes 
agreeable  to  the  said  act — 

The  following  paper  was  read  viz — 

"To  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  now  sitting — "  The  sub- 
scriber having  a  sum  of  hard  money  which  he  is  now  willing  to  pay  in 
part  for  the  township  which  your  Honors  have  been  pleased  to  grant 
him  provided  he  can  have  a  charter  of  confirmation  of  a  certain  gore  of 
land  viz — situate  &  adjoining  north  on  Canada  line  East  on  Berkeshire 
south  on  Hungerford  &  to  extend  West  in  said  gore  so  far  as  to  contain  a 
township  of  six  miles  square. 


'Newbury  26^  Oct'  178  f 


(signed)  Jonathan  hunt- 


The  question  being  put  whether  this  House  would  comply  with  the 
above  request  of  M"^  Hunt — The  yeas  &  nays  on  the  question  were  re- 
quired by  M"^  [Ira]  Allen  &  they  are  as  follows  viz — 


M' 


Speaker 

Hurd 

Shumway 

Canfield 

Chipman 


M""  Ashley 


Yeas 


Daniels 
I.  Smith 
L.  Spalding 
Sabin 
Wells 
Wood 


M' 
M- 
M' 


Stevens 
Cox 

Hawkins 
J.  Throop 


M""  Andrus 
M"^  Cowle 


Nays 
M''  Williams 
M"  Lathrop 
M-^  Hazen 
M""  Burton 
M--  S.  Smith 
M^  Rich 
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M'  Edgerton 

M'  Paine 

M'  Austin 

M^  Foster 

M'  Rosbrook 

M'  C.  Smith 

M"^  Everist 

M^  Saxton 

M'  Ferris 

M^  Spafford 

M'  Barnum 

M'  Butterfield 

M^  Allen 

36 

13 

M"^  Lewis  M'  Hudson 

M^  C.  Carpenter  M'  Lyman 
M'  L  Spalding  M^  Shafter 
M'  Marsh  M""  Stickney 

M^  S.  Clark  M^  White 

M'  L  Robinson     M^  J.  Weld 


So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  and  leave  given  for  a  Bill  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly — ^M^  [Ira]  Allen  moved  for  leave  to  enter  his  dis- 
sent' on  the  above  question  on  the  Journals — Granted — 

Dissentinent 

WHEREAS  the  Constitution  of  this  State  gives  every  member  of  th 
Legislature  a  right  to  enter  the  reasons  of  his  vote  on  the  Journals^ — 
That  the  propriety  of  my  conduct  and  that  of  the  several  members  of  the 
Legislature  may  be  duly  considered  in  the  preceding  question  by  the 
good  people  of  this  state  and  all  parties  concerned  have  taken  extracts 
of  several  acts  and  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  which  is  as  follows 
viz — 

(i"'  A  grant  made  to  Col°  Henry  Emmanuel  Lutterloh  and  Maj' 
Thomas  Cogswell  June  27'  1781 — 

2^  A  grant  made  to  Generals  John  Glover  &  John  Patterson  &  Comp^ 
June  27^  1781 — ) 

That  as  a  general  Instruction  the  Surveyor  General  be  directed  to 
comport  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  tenor  of  the  respective  grants  laying 
the  towns  in  as  good  shape  as  the  situation  of  the  Land  will  admit  ob- 
serving the  priority  of  the  grants — 

3**  "/n  General  Assembly  Bennington  March  5^  1782  Resolved  that  the 
Surveyor  General  be  &  is  hereby  directed  to  survey  or  lay  out  as  nearly 
as  may  be  the  grants  made  by  this  state  according  to  the  priority  of  the 
grants " — 


1.  This  is  an  important  document  bearing  upon  the  charges  brought  against  Ira 
Allen  and  Thomas  Chittenden,  alleging  irregularities  in  the  granting  of  the  township  of 
Woodbridge  to  Allen.  This  and  other  charges  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  Allen  for  Treasurer 
in  1786  and  Chittenden  for  Governor  in  1789.  Both  men  had  been  active  in  public  affairs 
since  the  first  attempts  were  made  to  organize  a  State  of  Vermont,  and,  naturally  they  had 
made  enemies.  The  opposition  played  a  game  of  politics,  often  used  successfully,  and  by 
iteration  and  reiteration  of  charges  of  dishonesty  won  a  temporary  victory.  A  subsequent 
investigation  demonstrated  that  instead  of  receiving  an  illegal  compensation,  the  State 
owed  Ira  Allen  several  hundred  pounds,  and  that  Governor  Chittenden  had  made  an 
honest  attempt  to  pay  the  debt  in  part  in  land. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  508- 
513;  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  426-427. 

2.  Section  13  of  the  first  Constitution  declares  that  when  the  yeas  and  nays  are 
taken  in  the  General  Assembly  "every  member  shall  have  a  right  to  insert  the  reasons  of 
his  votes  upon  the  minutes  if  he  desires  it. " — Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  249.  This 
privilege  is  still  (1929)  guaranteed  by  the  Vermont  Constitution,  in  Section  9  of  Chapter  2. 
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4*    An  Act  granting  23,000  acres  of  land  to  the  trustees  of  Dartmouth 

College  &  the  president  of  Moors  Charity  School  &c. — 

5'  A  Grant  made  to  the  Hon''''  Jon^  Hunt  Esq'  &  his  associates  passed 

October  24*  1787 — 

6*  An  act  for  the  appointing  Com"^^  for  the  purpose  of  Locating  grants  of 

land  not  yet  chartered — passed  the  26*  Instant — 

That  the  grant  made  to  M"^  Hunt  is  violating  the  faith  of  the 
Legislature  pledged  to  the  grantees  of  Lutterloh,  Glover  and  others  in 
similar  circumstances  is  unquestionable  for  the  fault  was  not  in  them 
grantees  that  they  had  out  charters  of  their  lands  they  had  paid  their 
grants  fees  in  solid  coin,  powder  lead  flints  &c.  &  that  in  the  most  critical 
period  of  the  existance  of  this  state — This  grant  to  M"^  Hunt  was  counter- 
acting the  good  intentions  of  this  Legislature  which  will  appear  from 
their  instructions  to  the  Surv"^  Gen'  in  Oct'  1782  &  in  March  1784  & 
tarnishes  the  honor  of  the  Legislature  in  the  donation  made  to  Dart- 
mouth College  &c — a  donation  made  for  pious  &  charitable  purposes 
ought  to  be  held  sacred  &  not  infringed  on  under  any  pretence  whatso- 
ever— That  on  the  24'  Ins'  a  grant  passed  to  M""  Hunt  on  similar  prin- 
ciples to  those  made  to  Col°  Lutterloh  &  others  and  so  early  as  the  27* 
of  June  1 78 1  will  appear  from  the  Journals — that  the  Legislature  was 
about  to  establish  the  priority  of  grants  &  the  good  intentions  of  the 
Legislature  so  often  recorded  in  their  Journals  from  1781  to  1788  will 
appear  from  the  preceeding  extract  of  an  act  passed  the  26'  Ins'.  The 
ofier  of  M'  Hunt  to  pay  a  sum  of  hard  money  down  provided  he  could 
have  the  privilege  of  placing  his  township  on  the  best  piece  of  land  he 
supposed  not  chartered  but  two  days  after  his  grant  was  made  on  similar 
principles  to  those  which  the  Legislature  had  practiced  for  seven  years 
induced  the  Assembly  to  lay  by  an  act  which  was  concurred  by  the 
hon'''*  Council  &  before  the  house  for  the  last  time  of  reading  entitled 
an  act  for  the  appoint^  Com"  for  the  purpose  of  locating  grants  of  land 
not  yet  chartered"  that  their  motives  for  making  M'  Hunts  last  grant 
are  so  easily  traced  by  the  preceeding  state  of  facts  that  no  comments  or 
cxplanature  observations  are  necessary  is  evident — This  matter  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  candor  of  those  who  may  peruse  the  Journals  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Vermont  by  their  Humble  &  servant 

IRA  ALLEN 

Newbury  OcV  27'  ijSy — 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  of  state  be  directed  to  countersign  the 
charter  of  Johnson  altho  it  may  not  have  the  state  seal  prefixed  to  it — 

Resolved  that  M'  [Jonathan]  Spafford  be  added  to  the  Com'  for 
assessing  granting  fees  in  the  room  of  Col°  [Ira]  Allen  and  that  they 
assess  the  fees  on  the  township  granted  to  Jon*  Hunt^  Esq' — 

I.  The  town  of  Huntsburgh  was  granted  to  Jonathan  Hunt  and  his  associates, 
March  19,  1789.  The  name  was  changed  to  Franklin  in  1817. — State  Papers  of  Vermont, 
vol.  2,  pp.  97-99,293. 
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The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  James  Whitlow, 
[Whitelaw]  James  Savage  &  W""  Coit  reported — That  they  find  the 
facts  stated  to  be  true  and  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted" — 
which  was  Read  &  accepted  and 

Resolved  that  there  be  &  is  hereby  granted  unto  James  Whitlow, 
[Whitelaw]  James  Savage  &  W™  Coit  deputy  surveyors  under  the  sur- 
veyor General  and  their  associates  being  sixty  five  in  number  a  tract  or 
tracts  of  land  in  this  state  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square  in  the  whole 
in  pursuance  of  and  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  this  Assembly  Passed 
on  the  23^  day  of  October  1786  respecting  the  General  survey — And 
the  Governor  and  Council  are  requested  to  issue  a  charter  or  charters 
therefore  agreeable  to  the  order  of  this  House  respecting  Grants  of  land — 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  °Clock — 


SATURDAY  Oct^  27'  1787— 

Resolved  that  a  Com'  of  two  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council 
be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  account  of  Mess"  Hough 
&  Spooner  for  printing  the  revised  laws  and  report  their  opinion  on  the 
same— Members  chosen  M"  I.  Clark  &  M^  [Elijah]  Paine. 

w^HEREAS  this  Assembly  did  yesterday  pass  an  act  for  granting  to 
the  Hon**'*  Jon^  Hunt  Esq""  &  his  associates  a  township  of  land  six  miles 
square — Resolved  that  the  Governor  &  Council  as  soon  as  they  shall  be 
certified  by  the  Treasurer  that  the  granting  fees  for  the  same  town  are 
paid  at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  in  hard  money  per  right  be  and  are  hereby 
directed  to  issue  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  the  said  land  bounded  in 
said  act  under  the  usual  restrictions  &  reservations — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  suspend  prosecutions  against  'Jesse  Leavens- 
worth  &  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  brought  in  agreeable 
to  order  read  &  accepted  &  sent  up  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  three  townships  to  Timothy  Andrus 
&  Company,  was  read  accepted  &  sent  up  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

Resolved  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  locate  the  grants 
which  have  not  been  charted  &c.  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  March 
next  at  the  dwelling  House  of  Jacob  Galusha  in  Shaftsbury — 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  suspend  prosecutions  against  Jesse 
Leavensworth  &  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  returned 
concurred,  read  &  Passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 


I.  Jesse  Leavenworth,  his  name  being  spelled  in  a  variety  of  ways  in  early  State  docu- 
ments, was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Danville  and  Vershire,  as  shown  by  the  charters  of 
these  towns — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  Vol.  2,  pp.  49,  195.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  Danville,  his  home  being  near  the  Bayley-Hazen  Military  Road.  He  erected 
mills  at  the  mouth  of  Joe's  Pond,  at  West  Danville — Hemenway's  Gazetteer,  vol.  I,  p.  315. 
Reference  is  made  to  his  mill  operations  in  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  3,  pp.  139- 
140.  He  represented  the  town  of  Danville  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1789,  1791-1792  aad 
1798. — Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  p.  116. 
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The  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  three  townships  of  land  to  Timothy 
Andrus'  &  Com>'  was  returned  concurred  Read  &  passed  into  a  law  of 
this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  distributing  the  laws  of  this  state,  was  read 
accepted  &  sent  up  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

Resolved  that  a  Com^  of  two  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  be  ap- 
pointed to  nominate  a  Pay  master  General  &  report — Members  chosen 
M""  [Lemuel]  Chipman  &  M''  [Thomas]  Johnson — 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  distributing  the  Laws  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  state  was  returned  concurred  Read  &  passed  into  a 
Law  of  this  state — ■ 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to 
each  person  made  up  in  the  Debentures  of  Council  &  Assembly  in  hard 
money  one  pound  four  shillings  except  those  persons  who  have  obtained 
leave  of  absence  previous  to  the  Passing  of  this  Resolution  who  he  is 
directed  to  pay  fifteen  shillings  each — also  that  he  pay  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  four  dollars  on  his  sallary — also  that  he  pay  the  Treasurer  four 
dollars  on  his  account  for  his  services — Provided  that  no  person  that  is 
made  up  in  the  debenture  of  Council  &  Assembly  receive  more  than  four 
dollars — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  thirty  six  dollars  in  hard  money  on  his  sallary 
for  the  present  year  after  the  printers  order  is  paid — 

Resolved  that  the  printers  of  this  state  be  directed  to  forward  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  the  state  of  Connecticut  one  copy  of  the  revised  laws 
Passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  state  in  February  last — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Elkins  &  other  petitions  praying  for  lands  brought  in  their  report  which 
was  Read  &  the  petitions  refered  to  the  next  session — 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  levying  a  County  tax  in  the  County  of 
Windsor,  was,  returned  concurred  Read  &  passed  into  a  Law  of  this 
state — 

Resolved  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Assembly  be  directed  to  copy  for 
both  the  presses^  in  this  state  all  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly 
on  which  the  yeas  &  nays  have  been  taken  or  may  be  taken  &  that  no 


1.  The  townships  of  East  Haven,  Holland  and  Norton  were  granted  to  Timothy 
Andrus  and  Company.  For  charters  of  and  references  to  these  townships  see  State 
Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  64-65,  94-96,  151-152,  289,  304-305,  331.  The  name  is  some- 
times given  as  Timothy  Andrews.  He  was  also  a  proprietor  of  the  townships  of  Norfolk, 
Warren,  (Warren's  Gore)  and  Derby. 

2.  At  this  time  two  newspapers  were  published  in  Vermont,  the  Vermont  Gazette  or 
Green  Mountain  Post  Boy  at  Windsor,  and  the  Vermont  Gazette  or  Freeman's  Depository  at 
Bennington. — Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  5,  pp.  554-555.  This  is  one  of  the  earli- 
est recognitions,  on  the  part  of  the  Vermont  Legislature,  of  the  right  of  State  newspapers 
to  a  record  of  legislative  proceedings,  and  the  importance  of  furnishing  the  readers  of  news- 
papers accurate  information  of  these  proceedings. 
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other  part  of  the  Journals  be  printed  without  the  special  order  of  the 
Legislature — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  grant  a  township  of  land  to  the  Hon'''* 
Jonathan  Hunt  Esq'  &  his  associates  was  read,  accepted  &  sent  up  for 
revision  &  concurrence — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto 
Mess"  Hough  &  Spooner  printers  to  this  state  Eighty  five  pounds  Lawful 
money  in  hard  money  towards  pay  for  printing  &  binding  the  revised 
laws — also, 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto 
Mess"  Hough  &  Spooner  sixty  five  pounds  two  shillings  in  hard  money 
as  soon  as  money  to  that  amount  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasurer  after 
the  first  day  of  November  next  for  grants  made  at  this  session  it  being 
the  ballance  due  to  said  Hough  &  Spooner  for  printing  &  binding  the 
revised  laws  of  this  state — And  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  not  to 
pay  any  money  out  of  the  Treasury  for  any  other  purpose  after  this  date 
until  the  above  said  ballance  be  discharged — And  the  Treasurer  is  hereby 
directed  not  to  receive  any  order  heretofore  issued  in  favour  of  the  said 
Hough  &  Spooner  except  one  of  eighty  five  pounds  issued  this  day  from 
this  Assembly —  ^feiilfo 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  grant  a  township  of  land  to  the  Honorable 
Jonathan  Hunt  Esq'  &  his  associates,  was  returned  concurred  Read  & 
passed  into  a  law  of  this  state —  1^1^ 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  Commissioners  &c.  made 
their  Report  which  being  read — The  ballots  being  taken  the  following 
persons  were  elected  Commissioners  agreeable  to  an  act  entitled  An  act 
for  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  Locating  grants  of  land 
&c.  viz — Gideon  Olin,  Samuel  Knight,  Paul  Brigham,  Ebenezer  Marvin, 
Samuel  Mattocks  Alexander  Harvey  &  Lemuel  Chipman  Esq'* 

The  Com'  appointed  to  nominate  a  Paymaster  General  made  their 
Report — And  the  ballots  being  taken — 

Elisha  Clarke'  Esq'  was  Elected — 


I.  Elisha  Clark  of  Tinmouth  was  the  first  State  Auditor  of  Accounts,  holding  office 
from  1790  to  1797,  and  was  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  Rutland  district  from  1784  to  1803. — 
Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  10,  336. 
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At  their  Session  Held  at  Manchester  on  the  Ninth  Day  of 
October,  1788 — 


A  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Vermont  at  their  Stated  Session  held  at  Manchester  on  the  Second 
Thursday  of  October  Anoque  Dom.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
Eighty  Eight — 

THURSDAY  October  9^*^  1788— 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Speaker  pro.  tem.  for  this  day — 
Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq""  was  nominated  and  appointed — 

The  following  persons  were  returned  Elected  as  Representatives  for 
the  year  ensuing  and  they  severally  took  the  oaths  and  subscribed  the 
test  required  by  the  Constitution  viz — 

Windham  County — 
Newfane  Luke  Knoulton  Esq''  Brattleboro^  Capt.  Israel  Smith — Dummers- 
ton  Capt.  William  Sargeants — Putney  Capt.  Daniel  Jewet — West- 
minster Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq'' — Rockingham  Capt.  Jonathan  Holton — 
Hallijax  Hubbel  Wells  Esq' — Marlborough  Maj''  Phinehas  Freeman, — 
Wilmington  Jesse  Cook  Esq' — Londonderry  Edward  Aikin  Esq' — 
Athens  Rev'd  Joseph  Bullen — Whitingham  James  Roberts  Esq' — 
Tomlinson  M'  William  Stickney — Guilford  Benjamin  Carpenter  Esq' — 
Tozvnsend  Joshua  Wood  Esq' — 

Windsor  County — 
Windsor  Stephen  Jacob  Esq' — Woodstock  Col°  Jesse  Safford — Spring- 
field Capt.  Abner  Bisbee — Weathers  field  Joseph  Hubbard  Esq' — Hart- 
ford Col°  Joshua  Hazen — Norwich  Elisha  Burton  Esq' — Chester  Daniel 
Heald  Esq' — Reading  John  Weld  Esq' — Sharon  Joel  Marsh  Esq' — 
Hartland  M'  William  Gallup — Royalton  Maj'  Calvin  Parkhurst — And- 
over  M'  Frederick  Rogers — Pomfret  John  Throop  Esq' — Bethel  M' 
Nathaniel  Throop — Rochester  M'  Enoch  Emmerson — Bridgwater  John 
Hawkins  Esq' — Barnard  M'  Joseph  Foster — 

Bennington  County- — 
Bennington  Capt.  Elijah  Dewey- — Pownall  Thomas  Jewett  Esq' — 
Stamford  M'  Benj^  Tupper — Manchester  Capt.  Thomas  Barney — 
Shaftsbury  Gideon  Olin  Esq' — Sandgate  Capt.  Richard  Hurd — Dorset 
M'  William  Dunston — Sunderland  Col°  Gideon  Brownson — Rupert 
Israel  Smith  Esq'  Arlington  Nathan  Canfield  Esq'. 

Rutland  County — 
Rutland  Samuel  Williams  Esq' — Clarendoji  M'  Daniel  Marsh — Pawlet 
Doct'  Lemuel  Chipman — Ira  George  Sherman  Esq' — Danby  M'  Peter 
Lewis — Tin7nouth  Doct'  Eben'  Marvin — Harwich  M'  John  Stafford — 
Pittsford  Noah  Hopkins  Esq'- — Fair  haven  Col°  Matthew  Lyon — Wells 
Capt.  Abel  Merriman — Middletown  John  Burnham  Esq' — Wallingford 
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M""  Joseph  Randall — Brandon  Capt.  Nathan  Daniels — Shrewsbury 
Ichabod  Robinson  Esq"" — Hubbardton  M'  Nathan  Rumsey — Benson 
Capt.  Asahel  Smith — Orwell  Lieut.  William  Smith — Ca'stleton  Eli 
Cogswell  Esq"^ — 

Orange  County — 
Newbury  Col°  Thomas  Johnson — Fairle  General  Israel  Morey — Wil- 
liamstown  M""  Elijah  Paine — Moretown  Col°  John  Barron — Tiinbridge 
Col"  Seth  Austin — Randolph  Asa  Edgerton  Esq"" — Thetford  Beriah 
Loomis  Esq"" — Peacham  William  Chamberlain  Esq"" — Lunenburgh  M"" 
Amasa  Grout — Danville  Ab™  Morrill  Esq''— Barnet  Col°  Alex'  Harvey 
— Straff erd  M""  Alex'  Pennock — 

Addison  County — 
Addison  Zadock  Everist  Esq' — Ferrisburgh  Abel  Thompson  Esq' — 
Newhaven  Col°  Alex'  Brush — Bridport  Col°  Phillip  Stone — Cornwall 
Col°  Sam'  Benton — Salisbury  M'  Stephen  Hurd — Middlebury  Gamaliel 
Painter  Esq' — Shoreham  Capt.  Josiah  Pond — Whiting  Capt.  Samuel 
Beach — Panton  M'  Gideon  Spencer — Leicester  Capt.  Thomas  Sawyer — 

Chittenden  County — 
Charlotte  Capt.  John  M'^Neil — Shelburn  Caleb  Smith  Esq',  Georgia 
M'  James  Everts — Essex  Timothy  Bliss  Esq' — Jericho  M'  Lewis 
Chapin — Colchester  Col°  Ira  Allen — Williston  Amos  Brownson  Esq' — 
Cambridge  John  Fasset  Esq' — Milton  M'  Aaron  Matthews — Twoheroes 
Col°  Eben'  Allen — Burlington  Samuel  Lane  Esq' — Fairfax  M'  Josiah 
^di^&vd—Alburgh  M'  William  Co'xt— St.  Albans  M'  Jonathan  Hoit— 

Resolved  that  a  Com'^  of  fourteen  to  join  a  Com'^  from  Council  be 
appointed  to  receive  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  Governor,  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  Treasurer  and  Councillors  and  make  report  of  the  persons 
chosen — Members  chosen  M'  [Elijah]  Dewey,  M'  [Thomas]  Jewett, 
M'  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  M'  [Lemuel]  Chipman,  M'  [Alexander]  Brush, 
M'  [Abel]  Thompson,  M'  [Timothy]  Bliss,  M'  [John]  McNeil,  M' 
Speaker,  M'  [Luke]  Knoulton,  M'  [Stephen]  Jacob,  M'  [Elisha]  Burton 
M'  [Thomas]  Johnson  and  M'  [Israel]  Morey — 

Adjourned  until  5  "Clock  afternoon — ■ 

FIVE  "Clock  P.  M— Oct'  9'  1788— 

Tlie  Com^*  appointed  to  receive  sort  and  count  the  votes  of  the 
Freemen  for  Governor,  Lieu'  Gov'  Treas'  and  twelve  Counsellors  for  the 
ensuing  year — Report — That  his  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden' Esq' 


I.  Governor  Chittenden  arrived  at  Manchester  on  Thursday,  Oct.  9,  under  the  escort 
of  three  companies  of  cavalry,  a  discharge  of  five  pieces  of  artillery  announcing  the  arrival 
of  the  Governor's  party. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  167. 
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by  the  Suffrages  of  the  Freemen  is  chosen  Governor — His  Honor 
Joseph  Marsh  Esq"^  Lieu'  Gov'  The  Hon''"'  Sam'  Mattocks  Esq'' 
Treasurer — The  Hon*^'^  Samuel  Saiford,  Jacob  Bayley,  John  Strong, 
Peter  Olcot,  Isaac  Tichenor,  Timothy  Brownson,  Ebenezer  Walbridge, 
Samuel  Fletcher,  Thomas  Porter,  Thomas  Murdock,  Jonathan  Hunt  and 
John  Fassett  Esq"  Counsellors — 

By  order  of  Com'*  Isaac  Tichenor  Chairman  which  report  was  read 
and  the  several  persons  Elected  were  by  the  High  Sheriff  for  the  County 
of  Bennington'  publickly  declared  chosen  by  order  of  the  House — 

Adjourned  until  9  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 


FRIDAY  October  10'  1788— 

The  Credentials  of  Thomas  Butterfield  Esq'  of  Highgate  were  read 
and  the  question  being  put  whether  the  same  should  be  accepted  and  he 
allowed  a  seat  as  a  member  of  this  House — It  passed  in  the  negative — 

The  House  then  proceeded  by  ballot  to  choose  a  Speaker  for  the 
ensuing  year — The  ballots  being  taken  The  honorable  Gideon  Olin  Esq*" 
was  Elected — 

The  Resignation  of  Micah  Townsend^  Esq'  Secretary  of  State  being 
read  was  accepted  and  a  Committee  of  three  appointed  to  draft  a  res- 
olution of  thanks  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said  Micah 
Townsend  Esq'  for  the  attention  and  fidellity  with  which  he  has  for  a 
number  of  years  past  discharged  that  important  office — The  members 
chosen  Mess'^  [Joseph]  BuUen,  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  &  [Stephen] 
Jacob — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 


2  "Clock  P.  M.  Oct'  10'  1788— 

Resolved  that  a  Com"  of  three  be  appointed  to  return  the  thanks  of 
this  House  to  the  Rev'd  M'  Sill  for  the  Election  sermon  preached  yes- 
terday— The  members  Mess'*  [Hubbel]  Wells,  [Israel]  Morey  and  [Mat- 
thew] Lyon — 

The  Credentials  of  Capt.  Eben'  Hyde  of  the  Isle  of  Mott^  [Isle  La 
Motte]  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — ■ 

On  motion  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  for  not  accepting  the 
credentials  of  Thomas  Butterfield  Esq'  and  allowing  him  a  seat  in  this 


1.  David  Robinson  of  Bennington  was  Sheriff  of  Bennington  County  from  1787  to 
1798. — Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  p.  305. 

2.  Micah  Townsend  continued  to  hold  the  office  of  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  Marlboro 
district  until  1789,  and  the  office  of  County  Clerk  of  Windham  County  until  1791. — 
Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  340,  343,  see  also,  p.  93  of  this  Journal. 

3.  The  town  of  Isle  La  Motte  had  not  been  organized  at  this  time.  Ebenezer  Hyde 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  town. — Thompson's  Vermont,  part.  3,  p.  96. 
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House — On  the  question  being  put  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
were  required — They  are  as  follows — 


M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 


Yeas 

Brownson 
Canfield 
Marvin 
Lyon 
Rumsey 
A.  Smith 
Hubbard 

M'  Jacob 

M^  Weld 

N.  Throop 

Safferd 

Barron 

Everist 

Benton 

Painter 

Sawyer 

Al^Neil 


M"^  Dewey 
M'^  Jewet 
M"^  Tupper 


M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 


M^  C.  Smith 


M^ 

M^ 
M^ 
M^ 

M^ 
M^ 


Everts 

Allen 

Fasset 

Matthews 

Lane 

Coit— 


M' 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 


Barney 

Hurd 

Dunton 

D.  Marsh 

Shearman 

Stafferd 

Hopkins 

William 

Merriman 

Burnham 

Randall 

Robinson 

Daniels 

W.  Smith 

Cogswell 

Knoulton 

L  Smith 

Sargeants 

D.  Jewet 


Nays 

M^  Bradley 
Holton 
Wells 
Freeman 
Cook 
Aikin 
Bullen 
Roberts 
Stickney 
Carpenter 
Ward 
Bisbee 
Hazen 
Burton 
Heald 
J.  Marsh 
Parkhurst 
Rogers 

M^  J.  Throop 

M^  Gallup 

M""  Emmerson 


M 
M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M' 
M 
M 
M 
M^ 
M 
M 
M 
M^ 


M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 


M""  Hawkins 

M'  Foster 

M''  Johnson 

M"'  Morey 
Paine 
Austin 
Edgerton 
Loomis 
Harvey 
Pennock 

M^  Thompson 

M^  Brush 
Stone 
Hurd 
Barnum 
Pond 
Spencer 
Bliss 
Chapin 
Brownson 
Safford 


M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  Ballots  being  taken  for  a  Secretary  of  State  for  the  year  en- 
suing— Doct"^  Roswell  Hopkins'  was  elected  and  sworn — 

The  Ballots  being  taken  for  a  Clerk  of  the  Assembly  for  the  year 
ensuing — Stephen  Jacob  Esq"^  was  elected  and  sworn — 

Ordered  that  M"^  [Matthew]  Lyon  be  requested  to  wait  on  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  and  the  Honorable  Council  and  inform  them  that 
this  House  have  formed  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business — 


I.  Roswell  Hopkins,  (born  in  1733,  died  in  1830)  was  Clerkof  the  town  (later  the  city) 
of  Vergenncs  for  sixteen  years.  He  was  Clerk  of  Addison  County,  1786-1803;  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  1779-1788;  Secretary  of  State,  1788-1802;  member  of  the 
Council  of  Censors  in  1792;  Presidential  Elector  in  1800.  Hopkinsville,  or  Hopkins  Gore,  a 
tract  of  land  bounded  by  Burke,  Victory,  Concord,  St.  Johnsbury  and  Lyndon,  and 
containing  11,264  acres,  was  granted  to  Roswell  Hopkins,  Oct.  16,  1790.  Later  this  tract 
became  part  of  Kirby.  In  1803  Mr.  Hopkins  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  County,  New 
York,  and  the  town  of  Hopkinton  was  named  in  his  honor.  He  was  called  "Doctor,"  but 
was  not  a  doctor  of  medicine — D.  Mason  and  Co.'s  History  of  Addison  County,  pp.  648- 
649;  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  96-97,  308;  Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  9, 
267,275,302,352. 
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The  Credentials  of  Noah  Smith'  Esq*^  from  Johnson  were  read  & 
the  question  being  put  whether  the  same  should  be  accepted  and  M' 
Smith  allowed  a  seat  in  this  House — The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
being  required,  are  as  follows  viz — ■ 


Yeas 

— Nays— 

M'  Jewett 

M'  Dewey 

M'  Hazen 

M'  Brownson 

M^  Tupper 

M'  Burton 

M^  Chipman 

M'  Barney 

M^  Heald 

M'  Marvin 

M'  Hurd 

M^  Weld 

M^  Stafford 

M'  Dunton 

M'  J.  Marsh 

M'  Merriman 

M^  Canfield 

M'  Parkhurst 

M^  Ward— 

M*^  Sherman 

M'  Rogers 

M'  Burnham 

M'  Hopkins 

M^  Safferd 

M^  Randall 

M'  Daniels 

M^  Gallup 

M*^  Rumsey 

M'  Cogswell 

M"^  Emmerson 

M^  A.  Smith 

M--  S.  Smith 

M'  Barron 

M^  W.  Smith 

M^  Sargeant 

M"^  Loomis 

M^  Bullen 

M'  D.  Jewett 

M'  Pinnock 

M'  Foster 

M'  Holton 

M'  Stone 

M'  Jacob 

M^  Wells 

M^  Pond 

M'  Harvey 

M"^  Freeman 

M'  Barnum 

M'  Brush 

M^  Aikin 

M"^  Spencer 

M'  Everist 

M'  Roberts 

M^  McNeil 

M'  Benton 

M*^  Stickney 

M^  C.  Smith 

M^  Hurd 

M'  Carpenter 

M""  Chapin 

M^  Allen 

M'  Bisbee 

M"^  Brownson- 

M'  Matthews 

M'  Hubbard 

M^  Safford 

M'  Coit 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative — 

Resolved  that  a  Com^^  of  seven  to  join  a  Com'^  from  the  Council 
be  appointed  to  prepare  an  arrangement  of  the  necessary  business  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  the  present  session  and  make  report — Members 


I.  Noah  Smith  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Assembly  from  Johnson  the  following 
)'ear,  1789,  and  was  seated.  A  footnote  in  Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  p.  154,  says  "Noah 
Smith  lived  in  Bennington  at  the  time  of  his  election.  This  is  perhaps  the  onh-  instance  of 
the  election  of  a  non-resident  as  Representative."  He  was  born  at  Suffield,  Conn.,  June 
27,  1756.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1778,  among  his  classmates  being  Noah 
Webster,  Joel  Barlow,  Oliver  Wolcott  and  Stephen  Jacob.  He  removed  to  Bennington 
immediately  following  his  graduation  and  delivered  an  address  on  the  first  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  Bennington.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Vermont  bar  in  1779,  with  Stephen 
R.  Bradley,  these  being  the  first  admissions  to  the  bar  in  the  State.  He  was  Clerk  of 
Bennington  County  Court,  1781-1782;  States  Attorney  of  Bennington  County,  1781-1784 
and  1791-1792;  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  1789-1790  and  1798-1800;  a  member  of  the 
Council  in  1798,  resigning  upon  election  as  Judge.  He  was  Vermont's  first  Collector  of 
Internal  Revenue,  being  appointed  in  1791.  He  removed  to  Milton  soon  after  1800  and 
died  there  in  December,  1812. — Governcr  and  Council,  vol.  4,  pp.  168-169. 
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chosen  Mess"  [Elijah]  Dewey,  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  [Gamaliel]  Painter, 
[Ira]  Allen,  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  [Josiah]  Safferd.  [Beriah]  Lomis — 
[Loomis] 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 


SATURDAY  October  ii'*'  1788— 

Rules  for  regulating  the  House  of  Assembly  were  read  and 
adopted — 

Resolved  that  the  Selectmen  and  Constable  of  Johnson,  or  either  of 
them,  be  and  they  hereby  are  empowered  personally  to  warn  all  the  free- 
man of  said  town  to  meet  at  some  convenient  place  in  said  town  as  soon 
as  they  conveniently  can  after  the  receipt  of  this  Resolution  to  choose 
a  representative  to  represent  said  town  in  General  Assembly  for  the 
present  year  if  they  should  judge  proper. 

Resolved  that  Mess"  [Nathan]  Canfield,  [Lemuel]  Chipman, 
[Alexander]  Brush,  [Timothy]  Bliss,  [Phinehas]  Freeman,  I.  Marsh  and 
[Thomas]  Johnson  be  a  Com'^  to  receive  the  Lists  from  the  several 
towns  and  to  doom  such  towns  as  neglect  to  return  their  Lists  to  this 
Assembly  according  to  Law — 

A  petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Orwell  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

A  petition  from  Guildhall  was  read  &  Dismissed — 

A  petition  from  the  town  of  Shoreham  praying  a  tax  of  two  pence 
per  acre  on  the  lands  in  said  town  for  making  &  repairing  roads  &c.  was 
read — And, 

Resolved  that  a  Com'^  of  seven  be  appointed  to  take  said  petition 
and  all  of  a  like  nature  under  consideration  state  facts  and  make  report — 
Members  chosen  Mess"^^  [Gideon]  Brownson,  [Samuel]  Williams,  [Gama- 
liel] Painter,  [Samuel]  Lane,  [Hubbel]  Wells,  [William]  Gallup  and 
[Alexander]  Harvey — 

A  petition  from  Newbury  was  read  and  withdrawn — 

A  petition  from  Elijah  Parker  was  Read  &  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  Starkesboro'  and  a  petition  from  Monkton  praying 
for  a  Land  tax  to  make  &  repair  Roads  &c.  were  Read  and  refered  to 
the  Com'^  appointed  on  such  petitions — 

A  petition  from  Danby  was  Read  &  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  Panton  praying  for  a  land  tax  for  making  roads  &c. 
was  Read  &  refered  to  the  Com'^ — 

A  petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Wallingford  Gore  praying  to  be 
released  from  paying  town  taxes  in  Wallingford,  being  read  was  refered 
to  Mess"  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  D.  Marsh  and  [Beriah]  Lomis  to  state 
facts  &  report — 

The  Com'*  appointed  to  arrange  the  business  of  the  present  Session 
Reported — 

I''     That  enquiry  be  made  into  the  state  of  the  Treasury 
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2^     That  provision  be  made  for  supplying  the  Treasury — 

3"*     That  a  Court  of  Chancery  be  appointed— 

4'^  That  a  regular  mode  of  electing  and  admitting  members  of 
Assembly  be  adopted — 

5'^  That  enquiry  be  made  whether  it  be  necessary  to  make  any 
acts  in  addition  to  or  in  explanation  of  any  statutes  or  in  alteration  of 
the  present  Jurisprudence — 

Resolved  that  the  i^'  article  be  refered  to  Mess''^  [John]  Burnham, 
[Stephen  R.]  Bradley  and  [Elijah]  Paine  to  state  facts  &  Report — • 

Resolved  thsLt  M'  I.  Smith,  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  &[Luke]  Knoulton 
be  a  Com'^  to  prepare  a  Bill  annexing  the  powers  of  a  Court  of  Chancery 
to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — 

Resolved  that  Mess''^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  [Elijah]  Dewey  and 
![Ira]  Allen  be  a  Com'^  on  the  4"^  article — 

Resolved  that  the  5'^  article  be  refered  to  Mess"  G.  [Gideon] 
Brownson,  [William]  Ward',  [Gamaliel]  Painter,  I.  Allen,  [Stephen  R.] 
Bradley,  [John]  Weld  &  [Alexander]  Harvey — 

Resolved  that  Maj""  Elijah  Pain,  Maj"^  Phinehas  Freeman  and  Noah 
Smith^  Esq"'  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Com'^  of  Pay-Table 
during  the  present  session  of  Assembly — and  they  were  sworn  accord- 
ingly— 

A  petition  from  Charlottee  [Charlotte]  praying  for  a  land  tax  to 
make  roads  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  the  Com'^. 

A  petition  from  Timothy  Underwood  was  Read  and  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Calkins  and  Mercy  widow  of  James  Calkins 
was  Read  &  withdrawn — 

A  petition  signed  Aquillia  Russell  Adm''  on  the  estate  of  William 
Glazier  was  Read  &  withdrawn — 

Resolved  that  the  members  from  the  several  Counties  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  requested  to  convene  on  Monday  next  in  the  Afternoon  to 
nominate  County  officers. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  °Clock  forenoon. 


MONDAY  October  1 3 '  »•  1 788— 

Resolved  that  two  persons  be  appointed  Monitors  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  see  that  the  rules  of  the  House  are  observed,  and  it  shall  also 
be  the  duty  of  the  first  chosen  to  serve  as  Speaker  in  the  absence  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  House — Members  chosen  Stephen  R.  Bradley  and  Luke 
Knoulton  Esquires — 


1.  This  member  was  William  Ward  of  Poultney — Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  p.  192. 

2.  Apparently  Noah  Smith  was  finally  admitted  before  the  town  government  of 
Johnson  was  organized.  The  fourth  article  of  business  agreed  upon  for  this  session,  "That 
a  regular  mode  of  electing  and  admitting  members  of  Assembly  be  adopted,"  would  in- 
dicate that  there  had  been  some  looseness  and  irregularity  in  such  elections. 
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The  Com'^  appointed  on  the  i^'  article  in  the  arrangement  made 
Report  which  being  Read, 

Resolved  that  Mess"  [Luke]  Knoulton,  I.  Allen,  [Beriah]  Lomis, 
[Gideon]  Brownson,  [Eli]  Cogswell  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  &  [Gamaliel] 
Painter  be  a  Com*^  to  take  under  consideration  the  2^  Article  in  the  ar- 
rangement &  make  Report — 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Kimball  Esq^  of  Plainfield  in  New  Hamp- 
shire praying  for  a  new  trial  in  a  cause  against  Rowland  Powell  Jun' 
of  Hartford  in  Windsor  County  was  Read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Ebenezer] 
Marvin,  [Elijah]  Dewey,  [Gamaliel]  Painter  &  I.  Smith  to  join  a  Com** 
from  Council  &  that  they  state  facts  &  make  Report — 

A  petition  from  Charles  Cox  was  Read  &  dismissed^ — - 

A  petition  from  Underhill,  one  from  Pocock  [Bristol]  one  from 
Turnersburgh  [Chelsea]  &  one  from  Andover  praying  for  a  Land  tax  to 
make  Roads  &c.  were  Read  &  Refered  to  the  Com*^^  appointed  to  take 
petitions  of  a  similar  nature  under  consideration — 

A  petition  from  Leicester  praying  a  land  tax  for  repairing  roads 
building  bridges  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com"^  of  three  to  state 
facts  and  make  report — Members  chosen  Mess"  L  Allen,  [Calvin] 
Parkhurst  &  [Jesse]  Cook- — ■ 

A  petition  from  Turnersburgh*  [Chelsea]  praying  that  the  name  of 
said  town  may  be  altered  to  that  of  Brookline  was  read  &  the  prayer 
thereof  granted  with  liberty  for  the  petitioners  to  bring  in  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly— 

A  petition  from  Tunbridge  praying  that  the  lands  in  said  town 
might  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  school  lands  was  read  &  with- 
drawn— 

A  petition  from  Milton  praying  that  part  of  the  two  penny  tax 
laid  on  said  town  may  be  relinquished  &  that  an  addition  be  made  to 
the  Com"^  appointed  to  apply  the  money,  was  read  &  so  far  granted  that 
two  persons  be  added  to  the  said  Com*'^  &  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

The  Com**'  to  whom  was  refered  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
from  the  people  living  in  Wallingford  gore%  brought  in  their  report 
which  being  read  was  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  accordingly — 

Adjourned  until   2   "Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M.  Oct^  13'"  1788— 
A  petition  from  Edward  Aikin  praying  to  be  compensated  for  a 


1.  The  name  was  changed  to  "Chelsey  "  (Chelsea)  according  to  the  Acts  of  1788,  p.  5, 
and  to  a  record  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  175.  The  name  Brookline  was  given  to 
a  town  in  Windham  County,  Nov.  30,  1794. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  272. 

2.  In  State  Papers  of  New  Hampshire,  vol.  26,  p.  726,  in  a  description  of  Wallingford 
Gore,  reference  is  made  to  a  road  running  from  Ludlow  "to  Landlord  Randal's  in  what  is 
called  Wallingford  Gore."  On  the  Whitelaw  map  of  1796,  a  gore  in  Mount  Holly  is 
marked  Randal. 
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ten  pound  certificate  returned  as  counterfeit  after  being  received  as  a 
good  bill  for  granting  fees,  was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

His  Excellency  the  Gov"^  &  Council  having  joined  the  House  of 
Assembly  in  Grand  Com'^  His  Excellency  the  Gov"^  in  the  chair  Roswell 
Hopkins  Esq""  Clerk — 

Ordered  that  to  morrow  morning  nine  oclock  be  the  time  assigned  for 
choosing  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  &  receiving  the  nomination  for 
County  officers — 'Then  the  grand  Com'^  adjourned  to  nine  oclock  to 
morrow  morning — And  the  House  proceeded  to  business — 

A  petition  from  Charles  BuUis  stating  that  he  purchased  land  of 
Jeremiah  French'  of  Alanchester  for  which  he  gave  said  French  his  prom- 
issory note  which  was  collected  &  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  and 
that  his  title  to  said  land  is  not  good,  therefore  praying  for  a  confirmation 
being  read  was  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  state  facts  &  make  re- 
port— The  members  chosen  Mess"^^  [Calvin]  Parkhurst,  [Samuel]  Wil- 
liams &  [Phinehas]  Freeman — 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  to  morrow  morning — 


TUESDAY  October  14'h  i-,gg_ 

The  credentials  of  William  Chamberlain^  Esq""  from  Peacham  being 
read  were  accepted  &  he  having  taken  the  oaths  &  subscribed  the  test 
by  constitution  required 

Resolved  that  he  have  leave  to  take  a  seat  in  this  House. 

A  bill  for  dividing  the  county  of  Rutland  into  two  probate  districts, 
being  read  was  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision, 
concurrence  &  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  petition  from  Salisbury  for  a  land  tax  for  making  roads  &c.  read 
&  refered  to  the  Com^^  appointed  for  hearing  like  petitions — 

A  bill  for  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  the 
township  of  Fairhaven  for  making  &  repairing  roads  bridges  &c.  being 
read  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Jericho  for  a  land  tax  for  repairing  roads  &c.  read 
&  refered  to  the  Com"  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  considering  such 
petitions — 

A  petition  from  Windsor  County  Grammar  school  praying  for  a 
lottery  to  raise  a  sufficient  sum  to  defray  the  expence  of  finishing  a  new 
school  house  in  Norwich  was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof  granted  with 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — • 

Col°  Matthew  Lyon  of  Fairhaven  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
granting  him  liberty  to  make  a  lottery  to  enable  him  to  erect  a  furnace, 
which  was  granted  &  the  bill  being  read  was  accepted  &  sent  to  the 


1.  Jeremiah  French  was  one  of  a  group  reputed  to  be  "enemical  persons". — Governor 
and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  55. 

2.  William  Chamberlain  represented  Peacham  in  the  General  Assembly  in   1785, 
1787,  1796,  1805,  and  1808. — Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  p.  186. 
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Governor   &   Council  for  revision   concurrence   &   proposals  of  amend- 
ment— 

A  petition  from  Williston  for  a  land  tax  for  making  roads  &c.  read 
&   refered  to  the  Com*^  appointed  for  hearing  such  petitions — 

A  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Williston  stating  that  from 
running  the  line  between  Williston  &  Hinsburgh  [Hinesburg]  a  part  of 
the  grand  list  of  said  town  is  taken  off  &  praying  that  such  part  of  their 
tax  be  abated  as  shall  be  made  on  the  list  of  the  estates  that  by  said  line 
fall  within  Hinsburgh  being  read  &  debated  was  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rutland  praying  for  a 
parish  by  the  name  of  Orange  Parish  was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tabl^- 

A  bill  for  dividing  the  County  of  Rutland  into  two  probate  districts 
and  altering  the  probate  districts  in  the  County  of  Orange  &  for  forming 
the  County  of  Chittenden  into  one  probate  district  was  read  accepted  & 
sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — or  proposals 
of  amendment — 

The  grand  Committee  met  according  to  adjournment  &  proceeded 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  to  the  choice  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court — The  ballots  being  taken — The  hon'''*^  Moses  Robinson  Esq'  was 
elected  chief  Judge  &  the  hon'''*  Paul  Spooner  &  Stephen  R.  Bradley 
Esquires  were  elected  side  or  assistant  Judges — And  their  election  was 
by  the  Sheriff  by  order  of  the  Com*^  declared  accordingly — 

The  nomination  of  County  officers  for  the  County  of  Bennington 
being  read  the  following  persons  were  elected  to  the  offices  hereinafter 
mentioned  viz — 

The  Hon*''^  Sam'  Safford  Esq'  chief  Judge  of  the  County  Court 

The  Hon'^'^  Gid°  OliA   &  Gideon   Brownson   Esq"   side  Judges 

David  Robinson  Esq'  Sheriff — 

Probate  Judges  for  the  District  of  Bennington  Nathaniel  Brush 
Esq'  for  the  District  of  Manchester  Martin  Powell  Esq' — 

Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  County — 

Oliver  Smith,  Thomas  Jewett,  Eli  Noble,  Nathaniel  Brush,  Jonas: 
Galusha,  Amos  Huntington  Nathan  Canfield,  Luther  Stone,  Reuben 
Thomas,   Abner   Hurd,   Jacob    Sherwin,    Enoch   Woodbridge,   Martin 
Powell,    Timothy    Pearl,    Benjamin    Baldwin,    John    Shumway    Israel 
Smith  &  David  Sheldon  Esquires — 

The  nomination  of  County  officers  for  the  County  of  Windham  being 
read  the  following  persons  were  elected  to  the  offices  to  their  respective 
names  annexed — 

The  hon'^'*'  Luke  Knoulton  Esq'  chief  Judge  of  the  County  Court 

The  hon*^'^  John  Bridgman  &  Benj=»  Burt  Esq'^  side  Judges- 
Samuel  Fletcher  Esq'  Sheriff — 

Micah  Townsend  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  Marlboro'  District. 

Noah  Sabin  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Westminster 

Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County 

Arad   Hunt,   William    Bigelow,   William    Smalley,   Hubbel   Wells, 
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Benjamin  Heney,  James  Roberts,  Jesse  Cook  Benj^  Olds,  Phinehas 
Freeman,  Samuel  Warriner,  Samuel  Knight,  Alexander  Kathan  Jason 
Dunkin,  Joshua  Wood,  Joseph  Tyler  Noah  Sabin  Jun*^  Lucas  Wilson, 
John  Norton,  John  Sessions,  Elijah  Ranney,  James  Shafter,  Asa  Wheel- 
ock,  Edward  Aikin,  Charles  Perkins,  John  Lovel  Jehiel  Webb,  Elias 
Olcot  &  Silas  Howard  Esquires — 

Windsor  County  nomination  read  &  refered  back  to  the  County 
members — 

The  nomination  for  Rutland  County  officers  being  read  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  elected  to  the  offices  to  their  respective  names  annexed — 

The  Honorable  Sam'  Mattocks  Esq""  chief  Judge  of  the  County 
Court. 

The  Hon''''  Eben"^  Marvin  &  Lem'  Chipman  Esq^*  side  Judges 

Jonathan  Bell  Esq'  Sheriff — 

Elisha  Clarke  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Rutland 

William  Ward  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Fairhaven 

Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County — 

Gideon  Adams,  Thomas  Lathrop  William  Ward,  Thomas  Ashley 
Eli  Cogswell,  Brewster  Higley,  Silas  Safford  Simeon  Smith,  Asahel 
Smith,  Ebenezer  Wilson,  William  Smith,  Nathan  Rumsey,  John  Mott, 
Hiram  Horton,  Ebenezer  Drury,  James  Ewens,  Samuel  Williams,  Ben- 
jamin Whipple,  Increase  Moseley  Elihu  Smith,  Abel  Cooper,  Ezra 
Crary,  Ichabod  Robinson,  Abraham  Jackson,  Joseph  Randall,  Daniel 
Sherman,  Peter  Lewis,  John  Stafferd,  Obadiah  Noble,  Samuel  Mat- 
tocks, John  Burnham,  Edmund  Bigelow  &  George  Sherman  Esquires — 

The  nomination  for  County  officers  in  the  County  of  Orange — ^The 
following  persons  were  elected  to  the  offices  to  their  respective  names 
annexed — 

The  Hon**'*  Jacob  Bayley  Esq'  chief  Judge  of  the  County  Court 

The  Hon'''*  Israel  Smith  &  Alex'  Harvey  Esq'^  side  Judges 

John  G.  Bayley  Esq'  Sheriff — 

Tim°  Bartholomew  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Thet- 
ford —  Jacob  Kent  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of 

Newbury — 

Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County — 

Beriah  Lomis,  Tim°  Bartholomew,  Seth  Austin  Asa  Edgerton, 
Israel  Converse,  Timothy  Cowles,  Thomas  Porter,  Israel  Morey,  Bildad 
Andrus,  Ashur  Chamberlain  Samuel  Hazleton  Cornelius  Lynde,  Thomas 
Johnson  Jacob  Kent,  Josiah  Page,  Walter  Brock,  William  Chamberlain, 
Abraham  Morrill,  Jonathan  Arnold  Samuel  Howe,  Ward  Bayley  & 
Joseph  Wait  Esquires — 

The  nomination  for  County  officers  in  the  County  of  Addison 
being  read  the  Grand  Com'*  proceeded  to  elect  the  following  persons 
to  the  several  offices  to  their  names  respectively  annexed — 

The  Hon^'*  John  Strong  Esq'  chief  Judge  of  the  County  Court 

The  Hon^'*  Gam'  Painter  &  Hiland  Hall  Esq'«  side  Judges 

Samuel  Strong  Esq'  Sheriff 
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John  Strong  Esq"^  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Addison^- 

Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County — 

Zadock  Everist,  Peter  Ferris,  Abel  Thompson,  Samuel  Barnum, 
Roswell  Hopkins,  William  Brush,  Elijah  Foot  Eleazer  Cloghorn  [Clag- 
horn]  Thomas  Sawyer,  Samuel  Benton,  Ebenezer  Turrell,  Nathan 
Manley,  Samuel  Beach,  Daniel  King,  Aaron  Parmelee  &  John  Chipman 
Esquires — 

The  nomination  for  County  officers  for  the  County  of  Chittenden 
being  read  the  grand  Com'  proceeded  to  elect  the  following  persons  to 
the  offices  in  said  County  to  their  respective  names  annexed — • 

The  Hon'''^  John  Fasset  Esq""  chief  Judge  of  the  County  Court 

The  Hon'''*  John  White  &  Samuel  Lane  Esq"  side  Judges — 

Noah  Chittenden  Esq"'  Sheriff — 

Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County — 

Daniel  Horseford,  Caleb  Smith,  John  Knickerbaccor,  [Knick- 
erbocker] Amos  Brownson,  Elisha  Barber,  Timothy  Bliss,  Joel  Wood- 
worth,  James  Farnsworth,  Eben"'  Allen,  Alex""  Gordon,  Amos  Fasset, 
Thomas  Butterfield,  Thomas  P.  Loid,  [Lloyd]  Aaron  Matthews,  James 
Everts,  Jonathan  Hoit  &  Thomas  Russell  Esquires 

The  Grand  Committee  then  adjourned  until  Thursday  next  at  nine 
oclock  in  the  morning — 

M""  [Seth]  Austin  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating 
fares  in  those  towns  that  are  intitled  to  them  by  charter — which  was  not 
granted — 

M'  [Elijah]  Paine  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  compleating  the 
transfer  of  the  Treasury'"  which  was  granted — 

Adjourned  until  2   "Clock  afternoon — 

2  -Clock  P.  M— Oct^  14'  1788— 

A  petition  from  Sundry  inhabitants  of  Chester  setting  forth  that 
the  proprietors  of  Cavendish  have  brought  actions  of  ejectment  against 
sundry  Chester  inhabitants  living  on  lands  near  the  line  of  said  town  & 
praying  the  Assembly  to  pass  an  act  prohibiting  the  plaintiffs  in  said 
actions  to  prosecute  their  suits  &  confirming  the  reputed  lines  of  said 
town,  was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

M*^  [Josiah]  Pond  moved  for  leave  of  absence  for  the  remaining  part 
of  the  session — -which  was  granted — 


I.  This  bill  repealed  an  act  passed  in  17S7.  At  tliis  time  the  opponents  of  Ira  Allen 
had  considerable  stren;,'th,  and  a  new  act  was  passed  appointint;  Isaac  Tichcnor,  Gideon 
Olin  and  Nathaniel  Brush  commissioners  to  demand  and  receive  of  Ira  Allen,  a  former 
Treasurer,  paper  money  on  hand  which  should  be  burned,  also  official  records  and  vouchers. 
The  act  fixed  the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  1789,  at  the  residence  of  Capt.  Lemuel  Bradley, 
in  Sunderland,  as  the  time  and  place  where  Allen  should  turn  over  to  the  Commissioners 
the  articles  enumerated.  If  Allen  failed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  he  was  to 
be  liable  to  prosecution  and  a  line  of  £100  might  be  imposed. — Sec  Acts  of  1788. 


Tuesday,  October  14,  1788  f"] 

The  credentials  of  Samuel  Beach  Esq"^  from  Whiting  was  read  & 
accepted  &  he  having  taken  &  subscribed  the  oaths  &  test  required  by 
the  constitution — Ordered  that  he  have  leave  to  take  a  seat  in  this 
House — 

A  bill  entitled  "an  act  for  repealing  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  com- 
pleating  the  transfer  of  the  Treasury"  brought  in  by  M""  [Elijah]  Paine, 
was  read  Accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  their  revision  & 
concurrence  Or  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  petition  signed  by  Capt.  John  Grant  stating  that  he  lost  the 
money  for  his  companys  pay  in  the  year  1777  by  having  his  house 
plundered  by  the  enemy  &  praying  a  compensation,  was  read  &  refered 
to  a  Com'  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  state  facts 
&  make  report — The  members  chosen  Col°  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  Maj'' 
[Phinehas]  Freeman  &  Col°  [Ira]  Allen — 

A  petition  from  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Athens  pray- 
ing for  a  parish  to  be  set  off  at  the  south  end  of  said  town  was  read  & 
refered  to  a  Com'^  of  three  to  state  facts  &  make  report — The  members 
chosen  Mess"  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  [Luke]  Knoulton  &  [Elijah] 
Dewey — 

A  petition  from  Danville  praying  for  a  land  tax  for  making  roads 
&c.  was  read  &  refered  to  the  Com'  appointed  to  hear  such  petitions — 

A  petition  from  the  Trustees  of  Clio  hall'  praying  for  university 
powers  &  the  disposal  &  appropriation  of  college  lands  in  this  state — 
was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

A  petition  from  Azahel  Spalding  Constable  of  Sharon  stating  that 
the  Listers  for  said  town  for  the  year  1787  made  a  return  of  the  sum 
total  of  said  list  £95  too  high  and  that  he  was  subjected  thereby  to  pay 
47/6  in  the  state  tax  and  11  Vio*^3^inthe  County  tax  more  than  he  was 
enabled  to  collect  &  praying  for  an  abatement  of  the  same  being  read 
the  prayer  thereof  was  granted  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — ■ 

A  petition  from  Chittenden  &  Philadelphia  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  town  lines,  was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Panton  reported  "That  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted,  which  being  read  was  accepted 
&  said  petition  dismissed — 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Andover  report  that  the  prayer 


I.  This  was  the  first  academy  incorporated  in  Vermont,  the  act  of  incorporation 
having  been  passed  by  the  Assembly  on  Nov.  3,  1780. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3, 
part  I,  p.  150.  The  Vermont  Gazette  of  Aug.  20,  1787,  in  an  account  of  the  celebration  of 
the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bennington,  mentions  the  part  taken  by  Clio  Hall. 
The  building  was  burned  in  1803. — Jennings'  Memorials  of  a  Century,  pp.  339-340.  This 
petition  for  university  powers  and  for  the  revenue  of  the  college  lands,  considered  in  con- 
nection with  the  activities  of  Ira  Allen,  Elijah  Paine  and  the  Dartmouth  College  officials 
in  behalf  of  higher  education,  shows  how  strongly  the  desire  for  college  training  had  im- 
pressed itself  upon  the  thinking  people  of  the  State,  a  desire  that  found  expression  in 
widely  scattered  portions  of  Vermont.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  was  in  the  pioneer 
period,  when  there  was  little  wealth  available  and  before  Vermont  had  been  admitted  as  a 
State  of  the  Union. 
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thereof  ought  not  to  be  granted, — which  being  read  was  accepted  &  the 
petition  dismissed — 

The  Com'^  on  the  petitions  from  Underhill  &  Pocock  [Bristol] 
report,  that  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted,  which  was  read  & 
accepted  &  leave  given  the  petitioners  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Cavendish  was  read  &  dismissed — 

The  petition  from  a  part  of  Rutland  and  Pittsford  was  again  read 
&  refered  to  a  Com*^  of  five  to  state  facts  &  make  report — Members 
chosen  Mess"  J.  Throop,  J.  Safford  [John]  Hawkins,  [John]  Weld  & 
[Alexander]  Harvey — 

The  Com*^^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petitions  from  Shoreham, 
Jericho,  Williston,  &  Salisbury  report  that  the  prayers  in  said  petitions 
ought  to  be  granted,  which  being  read  was  accepted  &  leave  given  for 
the  respective  petitioners  to  bring  in  bills  accordingly — 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Charlotte 
report  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far  granted  as  to  grant  a  tax 
of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  said  town,  which  was  read  &  ac- 
cepted &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — ■ 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning 

WEDNESDAY  October  15th  1788— 

Resolved  that  the  last  Thursday  of  November  next  be  observed  as  a 
day  of  Public  thanksgiving'  through  this  state — And  that  the  [Governor 
&  Council  be  requested  to  issue  a  proclamation  accordingly — • 

A  petition  from  the  town  of  Leicester  and  one  from  the  town  of 
Whiting  in  the  County  of  Addison  praying  to  be  annexed  to  the  County 
of  Rutland,  were  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

A  petition  from  Cambridge  praying  the  enlargement  of  Addison 
County — One  from  Ferrisburgh  to  the  same  purpose  pointing  out  & 
recommending  Onion  River  as  the  division  line  between  the  Counties  of 
Addison  &  Chittenden,  petitions  from  Starkesboro',  Panton,  Newhaven, 
Fairfax  Georgia  Monkton  &  Bridport  to  the  same  purpose — ^And  the 
petitions  &  remonstrances  of  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Shoreham,  Pan- 
ton,  Pocock,  [Bristol]  Newhaven,  Salisbury,  Weybridge,  Middlebury, 
Bridport  &  Cornwall  against  altering  the  lines  of  said  Counties  being 
read — On  motion  of  Col°  [Matthew]  Lyon, 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  refered  to  a  Committee  of  two  persons 
from  the  three  eastern  Counties  to  state  facts  &  make  report — Members 
chosen  from  Windham  County  Stephen  R.  Bradley  &  Jesse  Cook  Esq^ 


I.  At  this  time  it  was  customary  for  the  General  Assembly  to  authorize  a  day  of 
thanksgiving  by  special  act,  and  to  fix  the  date.  The  earliest  Thanksgiving  days  in  Ver- 
mont were  on  Nov.  26,  1778;  Dec.  2,  1779;  Dec.  7,  1780;  Dec.  6,  1781;  Nov.  28,  1782;  Nov. 
13,  1783;  Dec.  I,  1784;  Nov.  ID,  1785;  Nov.  30,  1786. — See  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol. 
3,  part  I,  p.  35;  vol.  3,  part  i,  p.  93;  vol.  3,  part  I,  p.  l8i;  vol.  3,  part  2,  p.  14;  vol.  3,  part 
2,  p.  147;  vol.  3,  part  2,  p.  193;  vol.  3,  part  3,  p.  77;  vol.  3,  part.  3,  p.  182;  vol.  3,  part  3, 
p.  236. 
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from  Windsor  County  Stephen  Jacob  Esq^  &  Maj""  Calvin  Parkhurst 
from  Orange  County  Maj*^  Elijah  Paine  &  Col°  John  Barron — 

A  petition  from  Mary  Campbell  praying  for  an  act  of  Legislation 
directing  the  heirship  of  the  estate  of  Robert  Castilow  a  deceased  child 
of  hers  born  out  of  Wedlock  being  read — Resolved  to  refer  the  considera- 
tion thereof  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  state  facts  and  make  report — 
Members  chosen  Mess""*  [Samuel]  William  [Williams]  [Elijah]  Dewey  & 
[Samuel]  Benton — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Cornwall  re- 
ported that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  granted — which 
being  read  was  not  accepted — And  Resolved  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition — 

A  petition  from  Isaac  Osburn  praying  for  a  conpensation  for  two 
cows,  fourteen  sheep  alledged  to  have  been  taken  from  him  by  a  Com- 
pany of  state  troops  in  the  year  1777  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Eben'' 
Allen  read,  debated  &  dismissed — 

A  bill  enabling  Col°  Matthew  Lyon  to  make  a  lottery  containing 
1050  tickets  at  20/  each  &c.  returned  from  the  Council  concurred  was 
read  for  the  last  time  &  passed  into  an  act  of  Legislature — 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Fairhaven,  public  lands  excepted  to  be  appropriated  for  making 
and  repairing  roads  &c,  read  accepted  and  sent  to  the  Governor  & 
Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

The  Com^^  to  whom  was  refered  the  consideration  of  Capt.  Grants 
petition  reported  that  the  prayer  thereof  ought  not  to  be  granted — 
which  being  read  &  debated  was  accepted  with  leave  for  Capt.  Grant  to 
withdraw  his  petition — 

The  Com^^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petitions  from  Starksboro', 
Salisbury,  &  Monkton  praying  for  land  taxes  &c.  reported  that  in  their 
opinion  the  prayers  of  said  petitions,  ought  to  be  granted,  which  being 
read  was  accepted,  and  leave  given  for  the  petitioners  to  bring  in  bill 
accordingly — 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  for  dividing  the  County  of  Rutland  into  two 
probate  Districts,  altering  the  probate  districts  in  the  County  of  Orange 
&  making  the  County  of  Chittenden  into  a  probate  District,  returned 
from  Council  concurred,  read  the  last  time  &  passed  into  a  law  of  this 
state. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — 

2  °Clock  P.  M— Oct^  15th  1788— 

A  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Pittsfield  and  Hancock  being 
read  was  refered  to  a  Com'^  of  three  to  join  a  Com""  from  Council  to 
state  facts  &  make  report — members  Mess""^  L  Allen  A.  Smith  &  [Mat- 
thew] Lyon — 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
from  the  north  part  of  Rutland  and  a  part  of  Pittsford  reported  that  in 
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their  opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  not  to  be  granted,  which  being 
read  was  accepted  &  the  petition  dismissed — 

On  motion  of  Col°  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  Resolved  that  a  Com'^  of 
seven  to  join  a  Com'*^  from  Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  considera- 
tion the  act  directing  Listers  in  their  office  &  duty — Members  Mess'^* 
[Elijah]  Dewey  [Samuel]  Williams,  [Gamaliel]  Painter,  [Ira]  Allen, 
[Luke]  Knoulton,  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  &  [Thomas]  Johnson — ■ 

The  Com'*^  to  whom  was  refered  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
from  Alary  Campbell  made  report  that  in  their  opinion  the  prayer 
thereof  ought  to  be  granted  which  being  read  was  accepted  &  leave 
given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly— 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
from  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Athens'  praying  for  a  parish  &c.  made 
report  that  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted  which  was  read  & 
accepted  with  leave  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  resolution  on  the  report  of  the  Com'*^  on  Cornwall  petition 
reconsidered — and  Resolved  to  accept  the  said  report  with  leave  for  the 
petitioners  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  form — 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  dividing  the  town  of  Wardsboro'  into  two 
distinct  districts"  was  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Gov''  &  Council  for 
their  revision  &  concurrence — 

A  petition  from  Shelburn  praying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre 
of  Land  in  said  town  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge  over  the  River 
La  Plat^  on  the  Onion  River  road,  was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof  granted, 
with  leave  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  the  Counties  of  Windsor  &  Rutland  praying 
Liberty  to  make  a  Lottery  being  read  &  debated,  resolved  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition — 

A  petition  signed  Eben''^  Craft  [Crafts]  praying  a  tax  on  Minden 
[Craftsbury]  &  other  towns,  and  also  two  other  petitions  praying  for  a 
tax  on  the  land  in  Hardwick,  Deweys  Gore,  Cabot  &  Greensboro'  for 
making  &  repairing  roads  &c.  were  read  &  refered  to  Mess"[Israel] 
Morey,  [Alexander]  Harvey,  &  [William]  Chamberlain — to  state  facts 
&  make  report — 

A  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  enable  Alary  Campbell,  of  Cornwall  in  the 
County  of  Addison  to  take  possession  of  Si  become  heir  to  all  the  estate 
real  &  personal  of  Robert  Castilow  late  of  Rutland  deceased,  was  brought 


1.  The  soutli  parish  of  Athens  as  organized  contained  about  one-fourth  of  the  area 
of  the  town,  and  included  the  rights  of  twenty-one  original  proprietors. — Acts  of  1788. 

2.  The  La  Plot,  or  La  Platte  River  is  supposed  to  have  derived  its  name  from  some 
plot  or  stratagem  used  in  Indian  warfare. — Thompson's  Vermont,  part  3,  pp.  101-102. 

3.  Col.  Ebenezer  Crafts,  one  of  the  founders  of  Craftsbury,  in  whose  honor  the  town- 
ship was  named,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  and  founder  of  Leicester  (Mass.)  Academy. 
On  account  of  financial  trouble  he  sold  his  property  at  Sturbridge,  Mass.,  and  removed  to 
northern  Vermont  in  1791.  Several  families  from  his  former  home  followed  him  to  Crafts- 
bury. He  was  the  father  of  Governor  Samuel  C.  Crafts.  He  died  in  18 10. — Governor 
and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  55;  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  505. 

p.  loi 
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in  agreeable  to  order,  read,  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Gov^  &  Council  for 
revision  &  concurrence. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Leicester 
brought  in  their  report  that  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  so  far  granted 
as  that  a  tax  be  laid  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  said  town — , 
being  read  was  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly— 

A  petition  from  Sam'  Pennock  of  Strafferd  praying  that  the  court 
of  Confiscation  may  be  directed  to  return  sundry  obligations  &c.  which 
they  had  taken  from  him,  read  &  refered  to  Mess''^  G.  Brownson  [Seth] 
Austin,  &  [Joshua]  Hazen  to  join  a  Com^^  from  Council  to  state  facts  & 
make  report — 

A  petition  from  Col°  [Matthew]  Lyon  praying  for  the  exclusive  right 
of  slitting  nail  rods'  within  certain  limits  for  the  term  of  eighteen  years 
was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com'^  of  five  to  join  a  Com"^  from  the  Council 
to  state  facts  &  make  report — Members  chosen,  Mess"  [Israel]  Moray, 
[Joshua]  Hazen,  L  Smith,  C.  Smith  &  [Joseph]  Hubbard — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  on  all  the 
lands  in  Fairhaven  for  making  &  repairing  roads  &  bridges  in  said  town 
was  returned  concurred,  read  &  passed  into  a  Law — 

The  petition  from  the  Baptist  Society  in  Chester  which  was  refered 
from  the  last  session  of  Assembly  was  read,  debated  &  refered  to  the 
next  session  of  Assembly — 

A  petition  from  Chester  praying  an  establishment  of  town  lines, 
was  read  &  the  consideration  thereof  refered  until  to  morrow  morning — 

Adjourned  until  9  "Clock  to  [morrow]  morning — 

THURSDAY  October  16'''  1788— 

The  Credentials  of  Col°  Eben"^  Allen^  from  the  Two-Heroes  being 
read,  and  he  having  taken  the  oaths  &  signed  the  test  by  constitution 
required — Resolved  that  he  have  leave  to  take  his  seat  in  this  House — 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  Sundry  inhabitants 


1.  Matthew  Lyon  was  one  of  the  first  manufacturers  in  Vermont,  being  a  con- 
temporary of  Ira  Allen  in  industrial  affairs  as  well  as  in  the  early  affairs  of  State. — Crock- 
ett's History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  514.     Also  see  p.  89  of  this  Journal. 

2.  Ebenezer  Allen,  a  typical  pioneer  leader,  came  from  the  same  Allen  stock  as  did 
Ethan  and  Ira  Allen,  but  was  born  in  Northampton,  Mass.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Poultney,  in  this  State,  coming  to  that  town  in  1771.  He  was  chosen  a  Lieutenant  in 
Warner's  regiment  of  Green  Mountain  Boys,  organized  in  1775.  He  was  promoted  until  he 
held  the  rank  of  Colonel  of  militia  and  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  War  in  1779.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  performed  a  brilliant  exploit  in  the 
capture  of  Mt.  Defiance,  near  Ticonderoga,  in  a  night  attack  in  September,  1777.  He  re- 
moved to  Tinmouth  and  represented  that  town  in  several  of  the  early  conventions  which  led 
to  statehood.  He  removed  to  South  Hero  in  1783,  and  represented  the  Two  Heroes  in  the 
General  Assemblies  of  1786,  1788  and  1790.  He  represented  South  Hero  alone  in  the 
sessions  of  1791,  1793,  1794,  ^""^  '798-  He  was  also  a  delegate  from  that  town  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1791.  In  1800  he  removed  to  Burlington  and  died  there 
March  26,  1806. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  i,  p.  147. 
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of  Addison  &  Chittenden  Counties  concerning  the  boirndaries  of  Addison 
County  &c.  report  that  the  lines  of  Addison  County  be  extended  to 
Onion  river^  and  along  the  deepest  channel  of  said  River  from  Lake 
Champlain  to  the  line  of  Orange  County,  and  that  the  towns  of  Leicester 
&  Whiting  be  annexed  to  the  County  of  Rutland,  which  being  read  & 
largely  debated.  The  yeas  &  nays  were  required  whether  said  report 
should  be  accepted  and  stand  as  follows 


Yeas 

Nays 

M'  Dewey 

M"-  Roberts 

IVP  Jewet 

M'  J.  Throop 

M^  L  Smith 

M""  Stickney 

M''  Tupper 

M^  Safferd 

M""  Chipman 

M"^  Carpenter 

M"^  Barney 

M^  Gallup 

M'  Lewis 

M-^  Bisbee 

M--  Hurd 

M*^  Hawkins 

M""  Marvin 

M--  Hubbard 

M^  Dunton 

M'^  Foster 

M""  Hopkins 

M'  Hazen 

M'  G.  Brownson   M''  Morey 

M'  Williams 

M^  Heald 

M'  Lyon 

AP  Austin 

M"'  Robinson 

M'  Parkhurst 

M''  Merriman 

M'  Morrell 

M^  Daniels 

M'  Rogers 

M"'  Burnham 

AP  Stone 

M^  S.  Smith 

M^  N.  Throop 

M^  Randall 

M"^  Everist 

M""  Sargeants 

M""  Emmerson 

M^  A.  Smith 

M"^  Benton 

M'  D.  Jewet 

M'  Jacob 

M^  W.  Smith 

M^  Hard 

M"  Bradley 

M^  Paine 

M^  Cogswell 

iVP  Painter 

M'  Holton 

M^  Barron 

M^  Ward 

M--  C.  Smith 

M--  Wells 

M""  Edgerton 

M''  Knoulton 

A/P  Everts 

M^  Cook 

M"-  Lomis 

M^  Aikin 

M^  Bliss 

M'  Pennock 

M-"  Chamberlain 

iVI^  BuUen 

IVP  Chapin 

M""  Thompson 

M"^  Brush 

M^  Wood 

iVP  L  Allen 

M''  Barnum 

M""  Spencer 

M"'  Burton 

M""  Brownson 

M-"  Beach 

\V  McNeil 

M^  Weld 

A'P  Matthews 

M^  SafFord— 

M'  Lane 
M^  E.  Allen 

AP  Coit— 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative — &  Resolved  that  the  said  petitions  be 
dismissed — 

The  Credentials  of  AP  Amasa  Grout  being  read  &  he  having  taken 
the  oath  &  subscribed  the  religious  test'  required  by  the  constitution — 
Resolved  that  he  have  liberty  to  take  his  seat  in  this  House — 

1.  The  proposed  division  would  have  taken  from  Chittenden  county  the  towns  of 
Burlington,  Shelburne,  Charlotte,  Williston,  Hinesburg,  Huntington,  Duxbury,  Fayston, 
Moretown  and  Waitsfield.  Washington  County  had  not  been  organized  and  certain  towns 
later  included  in  that  county  at  this  time  were  parts  of  Chittenden  and  Addison  counties. 
Five  Addison  County  towns,  Ferrisburgh,  Monkton,  New  Haven,  Panton  and  Whiting, 
voted  for  the  change;  and  an  equal  number,  Addison,  Bridport,  Cornwall,  Middlebury  and 
Salisbury,  voted  against  it.  Only  two  Chittenden  county  towns,  Charlotte  and  \Iorc- 
town,  favored  the  proposed  boundary  change;  Alburgh,  Burlington,  Colchester,  Essex, 
Georgia,  Milton,  Shelburne,  The  Heroes  and  Williston  opposed  the  change.  At  this 
time,  Chittenden  County  included  towns  afterward  a  part  of  Franklin  and  Grand  Isle 
counties.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  clearly  defined  geographical  divisions  in  the  votes 
cast  in  other  portions  of  the  State  for  and  against  this  bill. 

2.  For  the  religious  oath  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  I,  p.  125. 
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On  motion  of  M"^  [Thomas]  Jewett — Resolved  that  he  have  leave  of 
absence  for  two  days — 

Adjourned  until  2   "Clock  afternoon — • 

2  "Clock  P.  i\I— Oct^  16"'  1788— 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  operate  as  a  proviso  to  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  regulating  attornies  at  the  bar" — was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table — 

On  motion  of  Noah  Smith  Esq""  states  attorney  for  the  county  of 
Bennington — 'An  information  from  said  attorney  against  Joshua  Tracy' 
Esq""  for  defaming  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  read,  & — Resolved  that 
the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Bennington  by  himself  or  deputy  be  and  he 
hereby  is  directed  to  take  the  said  Joshua  Tracy  Esq"^  into  custody  and 
him  forthwith  have  before  this  House  to  answer  to  the  said  information 
of  the  said  states  attorney  &  dealt  with  as  to  law  &  justice  appertains — 

On  motion  of  Doct"^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  the  Com*^^  to  whom  was  re- 
fered  the  petition  of  Joseph  Kimball  Esq""  for  a  new  trial  in  his  action 
vs.  Rowland  Powell  Jun""  were  dismissed  &  the  papers  returned  to  the 
Clerk— 

The  Com*^  for  receiving  the  grand  list  report,  that  the  towns  of 
Fairhaven,  Williston,  Two  heroes,  Fairlee  Ryegate,  Norwich,  Braintree 
&c.  have  made  no  return  of  unimproved  lands  &  request  the  house  to 
proceed  in  dooming^  said  towns,  was  read  &  accepted — ■ 

Joshua  Tracy  Esq"'  being  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  and  the 
information  of  Noah  Smith  Esq.  States  attorney  being  read — On  motion 
of  Col°  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley 

Resolved  that  the  Sheriff  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  to  carry  Joshua 
Tracy  Esq"^  forthwith  before  some  proper  magistrate,  And  that  M*" 
Attorney  be  requested  to  attend  &  see  that  he  be  proceeded  against 
according  to  law — 

A  petition  from  Daniel  Foot  setting  forth  that  he  has  built  a  bridge 
over  Otter  creek  on  the  road  from  Cornwall  to  Middlebury  &  praying  for 
a  compensation  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"^^  [Israel]  Morey  [Thomas] 
Sawyer  &  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  to  state  facts  &  report — 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Asa  Whitcomb 
&  associates  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands,  report — That  the  prayer  of  said 
petition  ought  not  to  be  granted — which  was  read,  accepted  &  said 
petition  dismissed. 

The  Com*^*  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Charles  BuUis  re- 
port— That  the  facts  set  up  in  said  petition  are  true  &  submit  to  the 
house  whether  they  ought  to  grant  a  compensation — which  being  read 
■&.  debated — 


1.  For  note  on  Joshua  Tracy  of  Orwell  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  139-140. 
The  penalty  for  defamation  of  the  civil  authority  included  fine,  imprisonment,  disfran- 
K:hisement  or  banishment.     Also  see  p.  85  of  this  volume. 

2.  For  note  on  "dooming"  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  2,  p.  27. 
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Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not  granted. 

The  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  operate  as  a  proviso  to  an  act  entitled 
An  act  regulating  attornies  &c.  was  again  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the 
Governor  &  Council  for  their  revisal  and  concurrence — 

A  petition  from  the  Judges  of  the  County  Court  in  the  County  of 
Orange  praying  that  Jedidiah  P.  Buckingham'  be  admitted  as  an  attor- 
ney at  law  in  this  state,  was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof  granted  with  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

On  motion  of  Major  [Calvin]  Parkhurst — Resolved  that  to  morrow 
morning  at  the  opening  of  the  House  be  assigned  for  hearing  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Kimball  Esq""  for  a  new  trial  in  his  action  vs.  Rowland  Powell 

The  two  Houses  of  Legislature  met  in  Grand  Committee  according 
to  adjournment — • 

M""  Elijah  Paine  was  nominated  &  appointed  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  District  of  Randolph — 

Samuel  Bliss  &  Eber  Gilbert  Esq"  nominated  &  appointed  Justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  County  of  Orange — 

Windsor  County  nomination  being  read  the  following  persons  were 
elected  to  the  offices  to  their  respective  names  annexed — 

The  hon*^'^  Joseph  Marsh  Esq''  chief  Judge  of  the  County  Court — 

Elias  Weld  &  Elijah  Robinson  Esq'^  side  Judges 

Paul  Brigham  Esq'  Sheriff — 

Elijah  Robinson  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  Windsor  District 

John  Throop  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  Hartford  District 

Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County — 

Elisha  Burton,  Joel  Marsh,  Comfort  Sever,  Abel  Stevens,  Michael 
Flynn,  Enoch  Emmerson,  John  Hazen,  John  Marsh,  John  Throop, 
John  W.  Dana,  Beriah  Green,  Joseph  Foster,  Asa  Whitcomb,  Oliver 
Gallup,  Benj'*  Emmons,  Jabez  Cottle,  John  Hawkins,  Stephen  Jacob, 
Thomas  Cooper,  John  Weld,  Elijah  Robinson,  Joseph  Hubbard,  Waters 
Chilson,  Salmon  Dutton,  Asaph  Fletcher,  Samuel  Cobb,  Simon  Stevens, 
Daniel  Heald,  Thomas  Chandler,  Samuel  Brown  &  Moses  Warner  Es- 
quires— 

William  Ward  Esq'  nominated  &  appointed  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  District  of  Fair  Haven — 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  9  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

House  of  Assembly  adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to-morrow  morning — 

FRIDAY  October  17' »>  1788— 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each 
County  be  appointed  to  assess  granting  fees  on  such  lands  as  have  been 

I.  Jedediah  P.  Buckingham  of  Thetford  was  born  in  1758.  He  was  State's  Attorney 
of  Orange  County,  1797-1798;  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Bradford,  1797-1806; 
Representative  in  the  General  Assembly  from  Thetford  in  1800,  and  1804-1805;  and  Pres- 
idential Elector  in  1808.  He  died  in  1840.  Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  25,  229,  327, 
329,331- 
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granted  and  the  fees  remain  unassessed — Members  chosen  Mess""^ 
[Elijah]  Dewey,  [Matthew]  Lyon,  [Abel]  Thompson  I.  Allen,  [Stephen 
R.]  Bradley,  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  &  (Beriah]  Loomis — 

A  petition  setting  forth  that  Mess"^^  Utley  &  Keyes  together  with 
Timothy  Lovell  were  appointed  to  appropriate  a  Land  tax  granted  on 
the  towns  of  Brumley  [Bromley  or  Peru]  &  Landgrove  &c.  &  that  by  a 
misrepresentation  the  said  Utley  &  Keyes  were  superseded  at  the  session 
of  the  Legislature  at  Newbury  in  Oct"^  last  and  praying  that  the  said 
Utley  &  Keyes  may  be  reappointed  to  said  business  that  they  may  be 
enabled  to  complete  the  contracts  by  them  began  under  their  said  former 
appointment  being  read  was  refered  to  Mess"  [Ebenezer]  Marvin, 
[Elijah]  Dewey  &  [Elijah]  Paine  to  state  facts  &  report — 

The  Grand  Committee  of  both  Houses  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment— 

The  Hon^'^  Samuel  Mattocks  Esq"^  being  nominated  as  chief 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  in  the  room  of  the  Hon'''*^  Thomas  Porter 
Esq'  resigned  was  appointed — 

David  Hickok  Esq"^  of  Hubbarton  being  nominated  was  appointed. 
Justice  of  the  peace  for  the  County  of  Rutland — 

Capt.  John  M'^Neil  was  nominated  and  appointed  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  District  of  Chittenden. 

Capt.  Elias  Olcott  of  Rockingham  was  nominated  &  appointed  a 
Justice  of  the  peace  for  the  County  of  Windham — 

The  Com'^  then  adjourned  without  day — 

The  House  of  Assembly  then  resumed  their  business. 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  to  dispense  with  an  act  entitled  an  act  for 
regulating  attornies  at  the  bar  so  far  as  to  admit  Jedidiah  P.  Buckingham 
as  a  practising  attorney  in  the  County  of  Orange,  was  read,  accepted  & 
sent  to  the  Gov*^  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

On  motion  of  M*"  [Lemuel]  Chipman, 

Resolved  that  the  Sheriff  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed  to  dismiss  Joshua 
Tracy  Esq"^  from  custody  he  having  made  satisfaction  to  the  House  for 
his  insult  against  them — 

A  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  operate  as  a  proviso  to  an  act  entitled  an 
act  regulating  attornies  at  the  bar,  &c.,  was  read  after  concurrence  & 
passed  into  a  Law. 

Resolved  that  the  Com'*  for  receiving  the  grand  list  be  requested  to 
return  to  a  second  consideration  of  the  business  of  their  appointment, 
and  that  they  be  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  doom  such  towns  as  have 
neglected  to  make  return  of  their  unimproved  land,  or  other  rateable 
estate  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Com'*  that  the- 
unimproved  lands  so  omitted  are  worth  more  than  six  shillings  per  acre. 

Resolved  that  a  Com'*  consisting  of  two  members  from  each  County 
to  join  a  Com'*  from  the  Council  be  appointed  to  devise  some  means  for 
settling  disputes  concerning  townlines  &  make  report — Members  chosen 
Mess"  [Nathan]  Canfield,  L  Smith,  M"^  [John]  Burnham,  [Samuel] 
Williams,    [Abel]    Thompson,    [Gamaliel]    Painter,    [John]    McNeil,    L. 
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Allen,  [Luke]  Knoulton,  [Phinehas]  Freeman,  J.  Marsh,  [Daniel]  Heald, 
[Alexander]  Harvey  &  [Beriah]  Lomis — and  that  all  petitions  for  that 
purpose  be  refered  to  said  Com'^ 

The  report  of  the  Com"^  on  the  petition  of  John  Duncan,  refered 
from  last  session,  that  the  facts  set  up  in  said  petition  are  true  &  that 
the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted,  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess" 
[Joshua]  Wood  [Josiah]  Safford  &  [Edward]  Aikin — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  for  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Charlotte,  read,  accepted  &  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  Gov''  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Mess"  Utley  & 
Keyes  report,  that  the  facts  set  up  in  said  petition  are  true  &  that  the 
prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted, — which  was  read,  accepted  &  leave 
given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Windsor  praying 
a  tax  of  one  penny  on  the  pound  on  the  list  of  said  County  to  discharge 
debts  already  due  from  said  County,  was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  until  the  return  of  the  Grand  list — 

A  petition  from  Stephen  PearP,  Eben""  Allen  &  others  praying  that 
the  township  of  the  two  Heroes  be  divided  into  two  towns  by  the  names 
of  North  Hero  &  South  Hero  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com'^  of  three  to 
state  facts  &  make  report — -Members  chosen  Mess"  [Matthew]  Lyon, 
[Samuel]  Lane  &  [Zadock]  Everist — 

A  petition  from  those  inhabitants  of  Woodstock  who  purchased 
lands  under  this  state  in  said  town  which  are  claimed  by  Charles  Ward 
Apthorp  Esq''  and  a  petition  from  Jonathan  Holton  &  others  who  pur- 
chased lands  in  the  township  of  Rockingham  from  one  of  the  Com''* 
of  sales  &  who  are  now  ejected  from  their  lands  by  TimothyLovell,  were 
read  &  refered  to  a  Com'^  of  seven  to  join  a  Com'^  from  Council  to 
state  facts  &  make  report — Members  chosen  Mess"^^  G.  Brownson, 
A.  Smith  [Samuel]  Barnum^  E.  Allen,  [James]  Roberts,  [Daniel] 
Heald  &  [Elijah]  Paine— 

A  petition  from  Daniel  King  Esq''  praying  for  a  grant  of  a  gore  of 
land  near  Kingston,  [Granville]  read  &  refered  to  the  next  session — 

A  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  dispense  with  an  act  entitled  an  act 
regulating  attornies^  at  the  bar  in  a  certain  degree,  was  returned  con- 
curred read  and  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — ■ 

1.  Stephen  Pearl  and  Ebenezer  Allen  were  two  of  the  365  original  proprietors  to 
whom  the  Two  Heroes  were  granted. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  193. 

p.  108. 

2.  Samuel  Barnum  represented  the  town  of  Monkton. — Deming's  Vermont  Officers, 

P-  170- 

3.  The  reason  for  the  passage  of  this  act  is  given  in  its  preamble,  which 
follows:  "Whereas  there  is  but  one  practising  attorney  in  the  county.  Orange,  and  there  is 
real  and  immediate  necessity  that  there  should  be  more  attornies  in  said  county,  and, 
whereas  there  is  a  statute  law  of  this  State  prohibiting  the  admission  of  attornies  unless 
they  have  studied  a  certain  time  therein  mentioned,  with  a  practicing  attorney  in  this 
State."  Then  followed  authority  to  admit  as  an  attorney  Jedediah  Parker  Buckingham, 
who  had  been  regularly  admitted  to  the  bar  in  other  States. — Acts  of  1788  p.  2. 
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A  petition  from  Samuel  Beach  &  others  praying  for  a  tax  on  the 
lands  in  Sudbury  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c.  was  read  &  dis- 
missed— 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Kimball  Esq""  for  a  new  trial  in  his  action 
vs.  Rowland  Powell  Jun""  the  parties  with  leave  of  the  House  nominated 
Col°  [Thomas]  Johnson,  Col°  I.  Allen,  Judge  [Alexander]  Harvey,  Maj'' 
[Calvin]  Parkhurst,  &  Esq"'  [Beriah]  Lomis  as  a  Com'^  to  join  a  Com'^ 
from  Council  and  agree  to  be  concluded  by  their  report,  which  persons 
were  appointed  accordingly — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon- — ■ 

2  "Clock  P.  M.— Oct^  17''^  1788— 

A  petition  signed  John  Fasset  praying  for  a  tax  on  the  lands  in 
Cambridge  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c.  read  &  the  prayer 
thereof  granted  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  Lemington  praying  for  a  tax  on  the  Lands  in  said 
town  for  making  roads  &c.  read  &  the  prayer  thereof  granted  with 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — • 

A  petition  from  Christopher  Roberts  &  others  stating  that  Col" 
Gideon  Brownson  the  commanding  officer  of  the  6'**  Reg''  of  Militia, 
The  Capt.  Gen'  and  Brig""  Gen'  Walbridge  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
duty  &c.  being  read.  Resolved  that  Col"  Gideon  Brownson  be  requested 
to  wait  on  the  House — 

A  petition  from  Abigal  Baldwin  in  behald  of  David  French  stating 
that  he  is  deaf  &  dumb  and  praying  that  he  may  be,  on  that  account, 
exempted  from  taxation — was  read,  debated  &  dismissed — 

The  petition  from  Christopher  Roberts  &c.  was  again  read.  Col" 
Brownson  being  present,  and  after  being  largely  debated — Resolved 
that  the  same  be  dismissed. 

A  petition  from  Thadeus  Munson  complaining  that  Col"  Gideon 
Brownson  dismissed  him  from  being  his  adjutant  &c.  being  read  & 
largely  debated — Resolved  that  this  House  take  no  further  order  thereon 
— And  by  leave  of  the  House  the  petition  was  withdrawn — 

A  petition  from  William  Gallup  stating  that  sundry  persons  in 
Hartland  are  ejected  from  Lands  sold  by  him  as  Com""  for  the  sale  of 
confiscated  estates  &  praying  that  he  may  be  indemnified,  was  read  & 
refered  to  the  Com'^'^  on  the  petitions  from  Woodstock  &  Rockingham — 

The  Com'*^  to  whom  was  refered  the  5""  article  in  the  arrangement 
of  business  report — ^That  there  be  an  act  passed  regulating  offsets — 'An 
act  for  preventing  killing  of  deer  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year — 'An  act 
against  breaches  of  the  peace — An  act  directing  the  mode  of  process 
against  Sheriffs  bondsmen  on  his  failure — An  act  in  addition  to  the  fee 
bill — An  act  directing  the  mode  of  trial  where  actions  are  brought  for  the 
recovery  of  absentees  estates — An  act  in  addition  to  the  militia  act — 
And  an  act  in  explanation  of  the  common  law — which  being  read, 
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Resolved  that  the  same  be  accepted  and  that  a  Com*^  of  three  be 
chosen  to  prepare  bills  in  form  on  the  six  first  acts  recommended  in  said 
report — Members  chosen  Mess^^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  [John]  Burnham  & 
[Stephen  R.]  Bradley — And  that  a  Com'^  of  three  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  bill  in  addition  to  the  militia  act^ — members  chosen  Col°^  [Gideon] 
Brownson,  [Josiah]  SaflFord  &  [Seth]  Austin — 

Resolved  that  no  further  order  be  taken  on  the  last  clause  in  said 
report — 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning. 

SATURDAY  October  i8"^  1788— 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  John  Duncan  report 
— That  the  facts  stated  in  said  petition  are  true  &  that  the  prayer  thereof 
ought  to  be  granted,  which  being  read,  was  so  far  accepted  as  that  he 
have  pay  for  seventy  bushels  of  wheat  &  the  Interest  from  the  time  he 
furnished  the  Commissary  therewith — 

A  petition  signed  Benj^  Davis  &  Ebenezer  Strong  praying  the 
Legislature  to  protract  the  time  for  the  payment  of  granting  fees  for 
part  of  three  townships  east  of  Lake  Memphremagog  upon  their  paying 
into  the  Treasury  at  this  time  the  sum  of  £400.  being  read 

Resolved  that  the  prayer  thereof  be  so  far  granted  that  on  their 
paying  the  said  sum  into  the  Treasury  at  this  time  they  be  allowed  three 
months  for  compleating  the  payment  of  the  granting  fees  on  two  towns 
and  one  year  from  this  time  for  the  remainder — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre 
of  land  in  the  township  of  Shelburn  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned, 
read,  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  con- 
currence— 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Cornwall  for  the  purpose  of  making  &  repairing 
roads  &c.  was  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  re- 
vision &  concurrence — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence 
on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town  of  Shoreham  for  making  &  repairing 
roads  &  bridges  was  read,  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council 
for  revision  &  concurrence — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  granting 
a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town  of  Hubbardton,  was 
read  &  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  con- 
currence— 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  erecting  the  South  part  of  the  town  of 
Athens  in  the  County  of  Windham  into  a  parish  by  the  name  of  the 
south  parish  of  Athens  was  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  & 
Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  first  Constable  in  the  town  of 
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Peacham  to  collect  &  pay  into  the  Treasury  the  tax  of  ten  shillings  on 
each  hundred  acres  of  land  in  said  township  heretofore  granted,  was  read, 
accepted  &  sent  to  the  Gov"^  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — • 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Col°  [Matthew] 
Lyon  report,  that  said  Lyon  have  the  exclusive  right  of  slitting  nail  rods 
for  the  term  of  fourteen  years  upon  condition  he  slit  all  iron  brought  to 
him  for  the  purpose  as  cheap  as  they  now  do  in  the  state  of  Connecticut 
he  keeping  a  slitting  mill  in  constant  repair  that  the  business  may  be 
punctually  performed  was  read  &  not  accepted  &  leave  that  he  withdraw 
his  petition. 

Resolved  to  reconsider  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  Com""  on 
John  Duncans  petition  &  that  the  same  be  dismissed — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  repealing  certain  acts  therein  named  & 
empowering  certain  persons  therein  named  to  levy  a  tax  of  two  pence 
on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  towns  of  Landgrove  &  Brumley  [Bromley  or 
Peru]  for  the  purpose  of  making  &  repairing  roads,  bridges  &c.  read, 
accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

The  following  bills  were  read  after  concurrence  and  passed  into  a 
law  of  this  state — viz — 

An  Act  for  forming  the  South  part  of  Athens  into  a  distinct  parish — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Shelburn  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  bridge  over  the  River  La  Plat 
in  said  town — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  levying  a  tax  of  two 
pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Hubbardton  in  Rutland  County  passed 
Ocf  ly^^  1787 — 

An  Act  laying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town  of 
Shoreham  in  Addison  County  for  making  roads  &c. 

An  Act  to  enable  Mary  Campbell  of  Cornwall  to  take  possession 
of  &  become  heir  to  all  the  estate  of  Robert  Castello — 

An  Act  dividing  the  town  of  Wardsborough  into  two  distinct  dis- 
tricts— And, 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Charlotte  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Daniel  Foot 
reported— That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which  was 
read,  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  con- 
currence— 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  empowering  certain  persons  therein  named 
to  levy  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  township  of  Monk- 
ton  for  the  purpose  of  making  &  repairing  roads,  bridges,  &c.  was  read 
accepted   &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  not  to  issue 
any  hard  money  from  the  Treasury  until  further  order  from  the  General 
Assembly — 

Adjourned  until  monday  next  at  9°Clock  forenoon — 
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MONDAY  Oct^  20^ »>  1788— 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  directing  the  holding  Supreme  Courts  in  the 
County  of  Chittenden,  read,  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council 
for  revision  &  concurrence — 

Resolved  that  the  General  Assembly  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the 
military  conduct  of  Lieut.  Col°  Stephen  Keyes'  officer  of  the  day  of  Gen' 
election  of  the  Gov"'^  &  Council  at  Manchester  Ocf  ()^^  1788 — and  of 
that  of  the  officers  &  soldiers  of  the  artillery,  cavalry  &  infantry  under 
his  immediate  command — That  the  truly  martial  arrangement  in  his 
orders  of  the  day  &  the  graceful  &  soldierlike  conduct  displaid  in  execut- 
ing the  same  deserve  the  thanks  of  this  Assembly  &  the  applause  of 
their  country — 

The  following  bills  were  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  & 
Council  for  revision  &  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment  viz — 
An  act  for  the  preservation  of  deer^ — 
An  act  allowing  &  regulating  offsets^ — 
An  act  against  breaches  of  the  peace. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  an  act  for  regulating  fees — 
An  Act  in  explanation  of  an  Act  entitled  an  act  enabling  communi- 
ties to  sue  for  &  defend  their  estates  rights  &  interests. 

An  Act  to  repeal  a  certain  clause  in  the  third  paragraph  in  an  act 
entitled  An  act  defining  the  powers  of  the  supreme  and  County  Courts. 
An  Act  levying  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on  each  acre  of  land 
in  the  town  of  Lemington  Orange  County. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Leicester  Addison  County — And 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Cambridge  in  the  County  of  Chittenden  for  the  purpose  of  making  & 
repairing  roads  &c. — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  repealing  part  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  for 
levying  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Summerset 
[Somerset]  passed  Oct"^  26' *"  1787  was  read  &  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 
A  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Salisbury  for  making  roads  &c.  was  read,  debated 
and  with  leave  of  the  House  was  withdrawn — 

The  Com^^  on  the  the  petition  of  Samuel  Pennock  report — That 


1.  Stephen  Keyes  (born  1754;  died,  1804)  established  the  first  store  in  Burlington,  in 
1789.  He  represented  Burlington  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1793.  When  Ver- 
mont was  admitted  to  the  Union  in  1791,  President  Washington  appointed  him  Collector 
of  Customs,  Alburgh  being  the  port  of  entry. — Thompson's  Vermont,  part  3,  p.  40;  Dem- 
ing's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  280,  356. 

2.  A  closed  season  for  deer,  from  January  10  to  June  10  was  established,  to  be  in 
eflect  "annually  forever  hereafter,"  and  a  fine  of  three  pounds  was  fixed  for  taking  any 
buck,  doe  or  fawn  out  of  season. — Acts  of  1788,  pp.  4-5. 

3.  This  act  dealt  with  offsets  in  civil  suits  and  not  with  offsets  allowed  in  the  levying 
of  taxes. — Acts  of  1788,  p.  7. 
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the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted,  which  was  read  accepted  and 
leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  from  Barnard  praying  the  Assembly  to  legitimate  some 
illegal  proceedings  in  laying  a  tax  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com*^^  of  three 
to  state  facts  &  make  report — Alembers  chosen  Mess"  [Eli]  Cogswell, 
[Elijah]   Paine  &  [Timothy]   Bliss. 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Jericho,  was  read  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — 

2  °Clock  P.  M.— October  20'''  1788— 

Resolved  that  to  morrow  morning  be  the  time  assigned  for  appointing 
a  Brigadier  General  of  the  third  Brigade  in  the  place  of  Brigadier  Gen' 
Benj*  Wait  who  has  resigned,  and  that  the  Gov""  &  Council  be  requested 
to  attend  for  that  purpose — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Williston  in  the  County  of  Chittenden,  was  read 
accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Rochester  praying  for  exemption 
from  taxes  was  read  and  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  Montpelier'  praying  for  a  tax  or  two  pence  on  each 
acre  of  land  in  said  town  for  making  roads  &c. — also  one  praying  for  a 
tax  on  the  lands  in  Bolton  &  Newhuntington^ — one  praying  a  tax  on  the 
lands  in  Westford — one  praying  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Middlesex — and 
one  praying  a  tax  in  Waterbury  were  read  and  refered  to  a  Com'*  of 
three  to  state  facts  &  make  report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Samuel] 
Lane,  M"  [Elijah]  Paine  &  M^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin. 

A  petition  from  the  Listers  of  Leicester  setting  forth  that  some  of 
the  people  are  listed  in  that  and  the  adjoining  town  by  reason  of  the 
interference  of  town  lines — was  read  &  dismissed — 

Resolved  that  the  Com'*  appointed  last  year  to  assess  the  granting 
fees  on  the  three  towns  east  of  the  Lake  Memphremagog  granted  to 
Timothy  Andrus  &  associates  be  &  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Com'* 
to  determine  on  the  number  of  grantees  intended  to  be  entered  in  each 
of  said  grants  exclusive  of  public  rights  at  the  time  of  assessing  the 
granting  fees — 

The  Com'*  to  whom  was  refered  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Kimball  Esq""  report — That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted, — 
which  was  read,  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly— 

The  Com'*  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  petition 


1.  The  first  settlement  in  Montpelier  was  made  in  1787.     The  first  town  meeting  was 
held  in  1791. — Hemenway's  Vermont  Gazetteer,  vol  4,  pp.  259,  265. 

2.  The   name  of  New  Huntington  was  changed  to  Huntington  in   1795. — State 
Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  329. 
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of  Col°^  Pearl  &  Allen  praying  the  Two  Heroes  may  be  divided  into  two 
towns  report — That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted — which  being  read 
&  debated  was  not  accepted — but  on  motion  of  Col°  Ebenezer  Allen 
that  they  be  made  separate  corporations  under  the  restriction  of  being 
entitled  to  but  one  Representative — Resolved  that  Col°  Allen  have  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose — 

Resolved  that  to  morrow  morning  lo  °Clock  be  assigned  for  the 
appointment  of  Agents  with  the  business  of  their  mission  &  that  the 
Gov'  &  Council  be  requested  to  attend  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  °Clock — 

TUESDAY  October  21^^   1788— 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  join  a  Com'"^ 
from  Council  to  form  a  bill  pointing  out  the  mode  of  settling  Treasurers 
accounts  &c.  members  chosen  Mess"  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  [Elijah] 
Paine  &  [Elijah]  Dewey — 

The  Com'^  to  whom  were  refered  the  petitions  from  Montpelier, 
Middlesex,  Westford,  Bolton,  New  Huntington  and  Waterbury  report, 
that  the  prayers  thereof  ought  to  be  granted  which  was  read  accepted  & 
leave  given  for  the  petitioners  to  bring  in  bills  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  Docf  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  Col°  [Thomas]  Johnson  and 
Doct'  [Lemuel]  Chipman  be  a  Com'^  to  determine  the  number  of 
grantees  to  be  entered  in  each  of  the  charters  of  the  three  townships  east 
of  the  Lake  Memphremagog  granted  to  Timothy  Andrus  and  associates. 

"State  of  Vermont  Manchester  Oct'  21''  1788 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  the  Honorable  Council  &  the  House 
of  Assembly  met  in  grand  Com'*  agreeable  to  the  appoint  of  yesterday — 
His  Excellency  in  the  chair — ^Joseph  Fay  Esq'  Clerk — 
On  motion  of  Capt.  [Elijah]  Dewey, 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Brigadier  General  of 
the  third  Brigade — 'The  ballots  being  taken — Paul  Brigham  Esq'  was 
elected — 

On  motion  of  Docf  [Ebenezer]  Marvin, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  consisting  of  one  member  from  each 
County  be  appointed  to  draw  instructions  for  Agents  to  Congress — 
Members  chosen  M'  Speaker  [Gideon]  Olin,  M'  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley, 
M'  Porter',  M'  [Stephen]  Jacob,  M'  [Elijah]  Paine,  M'  Strong  and  M' 
L  Allen- 
Adjourned  until  9  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 
The  General  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  business — 
A  petition  praying  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Woodford  &  Stamford  for 


I.     Thomas  Porter  of  Tinmouth  and  John  Strong  of  Addison  were  members  of  the 
Council. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  166. 
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the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com'^  of  three 
to  state  facts  &  make  report — The  members  chosen  Mess"  [Daniel] 
Jewet,  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  &  [Nathan]  Rumsey — 

A  petition  from  Susanna  Arms  &  Josiah  Arms  and  others,  was  read 
&  ordered  to  lie  the  table — • 

Resolved  that  the  House  of  Assembly  having  accepted  the  resigna- 
tion of  Micah  Townsend  Esq''  late  Secretary  of  state  feel  themselves 
obliged  to  express  the  warmest  sentiments  of  gratitude  to  that  gentle- 
man for  the  fidelity  and  skill  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  said  office — That  it  is  with  reluctance  they  consent  that  an  officer  of 
state  of  his  ingenious  accomplishments  which  have  so  faithfully  and 
to  such  general  satisfaction  exerted  for  the  public  good  should  so  soon 
retire  from  the  station  he  has  filled  with  advantage  to  the  state  &  honor 
to  himself — 

A  petition  from  thirteen  persons  in  Jackson  gore  stating  that  they 
bought  their  own  lands  at  a  vendue  for  the  collection  of  a  tax  of  one 
penny  on  each  acre  of  land  granted  Feb^'  1787 — That  Jethro  Jackson 
was  collector — That  after  the  time  of  redemption  was  expired  they  ap- 
plied to  said  Jackson  for  deeds  who  refused  to  execute  deeds  &  fled  to 
New  York  with  a  view  to  get  the  tax  of  those  persons  who  had  a  former 
grant  thereof  under  that  government  &c.  &  praying  relief — was  read  & 
refered  to  Mess''^  [William]  Ward  [Lemuel]  Chipman  &  [John]  Weld  to 
state  facts  &  make  report — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Sharon  the  sum  of  £2-7-6  Lawful  money  on  the  state  tax  for  the 
year  1787  which  sum  the  said  town  was  overcharged. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Windsor  be  &  he 
hereby  is  directed  to  credit  the  Constable  of  the  town  of  Sharon  the  sum 
of  1 1 ,  10  3-^  on  the  County  tax  granted  Oct"^  1787  which  sum  said  town 
of  Sharon  was  overcharged  in  said  tax — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed  to  take  grant- 
ing fees  for  sixty  rights  of  land  in  each  of  the  townships  granted  to 
Timothy  Andrus  &  associates  in  Ocf^  last  and  that  it  be  considered  that 
each  of  said  townships  contain  sixty'  proprietors  exclusive  of  public 
rights — 

Resolved  that  the  town  of  Royalton  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
credited  all  the  tax  laid  on  the  town  for  raising  three  hundred  men  on 
the  list  of  1 78 1 — and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  said 
town  accordingly — 

Resolved  that  Roswell  Hopkins  Esq''  Secretary  of  State  be  &  he 
hereby  is  directed  at  the  cost  of  this  state  to  call  on  Micah  Townsend 
Esq''  late  Secretary  of  State  for  all  the  records  books  &  papers  that  in 
any  wise  belong  to  the  Secretarys  office  that  are  in  his  hands — And  the 
said  Micah  Townsend  Esq''  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  said  records 
books  &  papers  to  the  said  Roswell  Hopkins  Esq^ 

I.     Derby,  Holland  and  Norton  were  granted,  respectively,  to  sixty  proprietors. 
State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  286,  304  and  331. 
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The  following  bills  were  brought  in  by  order  of  the  House  viz — 

An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  in  the  cause  of  Joseph  Kimball  vs  Row- 
land Powell  Jun^ 

An  Act  dividing  the  Two  Heroes'  into  two  towns — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Salisbury  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  repairing  roads, 
bridges,  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Cornwall  and  Middlebury 
for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &  bridges  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Jericho — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Underhill  for  making  roads  &c. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  of  two 
pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town  of  Milton — ^And 

An  Act  granting  the  Trustees  of  Windsor  County  Grammar  School 
leave  to  make  a  lottery  for  the  purpose  of  compleating  a  new  school 
house — were  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
for  their  revision,  concurrence  and  proposals  of  amendment — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  the  Governor  and  Council 
concurred  with  viz — 

"An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  "An  act  to  complete  the  transfer 
of  the  Treasury — 

An  Act  laying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Cambridge 
&c. 

An  Act  directing  the  holding  supreme  Courts  in  the  County  of 
Chittenden^ — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  Monk- 
ton  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Lemington  for  making  roads 
&c. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  on 
Landgrove  &  Brumley — [Peru] 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  Leicester  for  making  roads — And — 

An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  in  the  cause  of  Joseph  Kimball  vs 
Rowland  Powell  Jun"" — which  were  severally  read  after  concurrence  and 
passed  into  Laws  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  2  ''Clock  afternoon — 


1.  The  session  of  the  Legislature  divided  the  Two  Heroes  into  the  towns  of  North 
Hero  and  South  Hero,  but  provided  for  joint  legislative  representation.  Laws  of  Vermont, 
1788,  p.  7.  The  Legislature  in  January,  1791,  passed  an  act  granting  separate  repre- 
sentation to  the  two  towns. — Laws  of  1791,  p.  4. 

2.  Provision  was  made  for  a  session  of  Supreme  Court,  in  the  town  of  Colchester,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  annually — Acts  of  1788,  p.  4. 
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2  "Clock  P.  M.— October  2i«'  1788— 

A  petition  from  Elnathan  Merwin  Administrator  of  Israel  Merwin, 
read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Samuel]  Beach,  [Aaron]  Matthews  &  E. 
Allen— 

A  petition  from  Edward  Aikin  was  read  and  dismissed — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  altering  the  name  of  the  town  of  Turnersburgh 
to  that  of  Brookline  was  read  &  with  leave  of  the  House  withdrawn  for 
amendments — 

A  petition  from  Danby  and  Dorset  praying  for  a  tax  on  the  lands  in 
said  towns  was  read  and  dismissed — 

A  petition  signed  John  Pearl  praying  a  compensation  for  enter- 
taining the  New  Hampshire  &  Massachusetts  troops  in  the  time  of  the 
late  war  was  read  &  dismissed — 

The  petition  of  William  Gallup  stating  that  the  town  of  Northfield 
is  less  than  supposed  when  granted — And  praying  an  allowance  on  the 
survey  tax  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Israel]  Smith,  [Daniel]  Heald 
&  [Josiah]  Saiferd  to  state  facts  &  report. 

A  petition  from  Berlin'  praying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
Land  in  said  town  for  the  purpose  of  making  &  repairing  roads  &c.  was 
read,  debated  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  with  leave  for  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  Stephen  Olin  &  Penuel  Stevens  praying  for  a  new 
trial  in  a  certain  cause  of  the  Freemen  vs  them  was  read  &  refered  to 
Mess"  [Hubbel]  Wells,  J.  Throop  &  [Joseph]  Bullen  to  state  facts  & 
make  report. 

Resolved  that  M^  I.  Smith,  M"  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  M''  [Alexander] 
Brush,  M^  [James]  Everts,  M^  [Joshua]  Wood,  M'  J.  Marsh  &  M^ 
[Seth]  Austin  be  a  Com'^^  to  point  out  what  sum  is  necessary  to  be 
raised  the  present  year  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  civil  list — 

On  motion  of  Col°  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley — Resolved  that  he  have 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  the  writs  in  Windham  County  that  by 
said  writs  are  returnable  on  the  first  returnable  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  November  next — 

The  Com^'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  William  Gallup  re- 
port that  one  fifth  part  of  the  expence  of  the  general  survey  of  Northfield 
ought  to  be  abated — which  was  read,  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill 
to  be  brought  in  accordingly — • 

The  Com*^  for  assessing  granting  fees  report  that  the  proprietors 
of  the  land  granted  to  Whitlow  [James  Whitelaw]  &  associates  being 
sixty-five  in  number  exclusive  of  public  rights  pay  nine  pounds  on  each 
right — which  being  read  was  accepted — 


1.  The  settlement  of  Berlin  was  begun  in  1785  and  the  town  was  organized  in  I79l- 
The  first  highways  throughout  the  town  were  the  Brookfield  Road,  entering  the  town 
from  the  south  and  passing  west  of  Berlin  Pond,  to  Montpelier;  and  the  Coos  Road,  from 
the  Connecticut  River  to  Burlington. — Hemenway's  Gazetteer,  vol.  4,  p.  53. 
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A  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Manchester  praying 
for  liberty  to  pitch  the  after  division  in  said  town,  was  read  &  refered  to 
Mess"  [Abel]  Thompson,  C.  Smith  &  [William]  Gallup  to  report  their 
opinion — 

On  motion  of  M""  [Elijah]  Paine — a  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the 
manner  of  paying  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  read  &  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table — 

The  Com'*  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Elnathan  Merwin 
report — That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which  was  read 
&  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until  to  morrow  morning — 

M''  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  requested  leave  of  absence  until  Thursday 
morning  next — Granted — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  viz — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Starkes- 
borough — And 

An  act  for  the  incorporating  a  part  of  the  towns  of  Newhaven', 
Panton  and  Ferrisburgh,  which  were  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Gov- 
ernor &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz — 

An  act  for  allowing  &  regulating  offsetts — 

An  act  for  dividing  the  Two  Heroes  into  two  towns. 

An  act  granting  a  tax  on  all  the  lands  in  Jericho — - 

An  Act  granting  leave  to  the  Trustees  of  Windsor  County  Grammar 
School  for  making  a  lottery  &c. 

An  Act  for  the  preservation  of  deer — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Underbill,  And 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  on  the 
lands  in  Milton  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  Sac. — which  being  read 
after  concurrence  were  severally  passed  into  Laws  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning. 

WEDNESDAY  October  22^  1788— 

The  Assembly  proceeded  to  bring  in  their  ballots  for  an  Auditor  of 
Public  accounts  for  the  year  ensuing  when  the  hon'^'*  Isaac  Tichenor 
Esq''  was  elected — 

"In  Grand  Committee  Wednesday  22''  Oct'  1788 — 

Com'*  met  according  to  adjournment — 


I.  This  act  incorporated  the  city  of  Vergennes — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p. 
357.  This  act,  incorporating  the  city,  estabished  a  body  politic  "by  the  name  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  Common  Council  and  freemen  of  the  city  of  Vergennes. "  A  city  court 
was  established,  with  the  Mayor  as  Chief  Judge  and  the  two  Aldermen  first  chosen,  as 
Assistant  Judges  and  they  were  given  the  powers  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. — .Acts  of  1788, 
pp.  11-19,  28.  In  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp  175,  and  177,  this  city  is  referred  to 
us  De  Vergeens. 
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The  Com'^  appointed  to  draw  instructions  for  the  Agents  to  Con- 
gress made  a  report  of  instructions  which  being  read  was  accepted — 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  Agents  to  Congress 

The  Honorable  Moses  Robinson,  Ira  Allen  and  Jonathan  Arnold 
Esquires  were  Elected — 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  a  surveyor  general  James  Whit[e]- 
law  Esq"^  was  elected^ — -The  Com'*^  then  disolved 

attest  JOSEPH  FAY  Clerk"— 

Resolved  that  the  Assembly  will  adjourn  to  morrow  evening  and 
that  the  debentures  be  made  accordingly — 

The  Com*^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  13  inhabitants 
of  Jacksons  gore  report — that  the  facts  set  up  in  said  petition  is  not 
supported,  &  that  the  prayer  thereof  ought  not  be  granted — which  was 
read,  accepted  and  said  petition  dismissed — 

The  Com^^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  the  proprietors 
of  Manchester  report — That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted, 
which  was  read,  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly— 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  not  to  issue 
his  extents  against  the  town  of  Orwell  for  the  state  tax  granted  Oct'' 
1787  until  the  session  of  Assembly  in  October  next — 

The  Com'*^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Stephen  Olin  & 
Penuel  Stevens  report — That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be 
granted  which  was  read,  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought 
in  accordingly — 

On  motion  of  Col°  [John]  Barron — Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  & 
he  hereby  is  directed  not  to  issue  his  extents  against  the  town  of  Moor- 
town  [Bradford]  in  the  County  of  Orange  for  the  tax  of  ten  shillings  on 
each  100  acres  until  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  this  time — And 
that  he  issue  his  warrant  to  the  first  constable  of  said  town  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  same — 

The  bill  entitled.  An  act  directing  the  mode  of  paying  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  w^as  read  and  rejected — 

On  motion  of  the  Hon'^''^  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq*^ 

Ordered  that  at  the  opening  of  the  House  this  afternoon  be  the  time 
assigned  for  taking  under  consideration  the  petition  of  the  Trustees  of 
Clio  Hall— 

The  Com'^  to  whom  it  was  refered  to  point  out  the  sum  necessary 
to  be  raised  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  civil  list  report — "That  to  de- 
fray the  expence  of  government  it  will  be  necessary  to  grant  a  tax  of 
five  pence  on  the  pound  on  the  list  of  the  polls  &  rateable  estate  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  current  year — ,  which  being  read  &  largely  debated 
was  accepted — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the 
House  viz —  ... 
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An  Act  enabling  the  proprietors  of  Manchester  to  lay  out  their  un- 
divided land  by  pitching  the  same — 

An  Act  annexing  the  powers  of  a  court  of  Chancery'  to  the  supreme 
Court — 

An  Act  making  certain  writs,  that  by  said  writs  are  returnable  to  the 
County  Court  in  Windham  County,  on  the  first,  returnable  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  November  next — 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  regulating  proprietors 
meetings^ — And  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  directing  town 
clerks  in  their  office  and  duty — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Pocock  [Bristol]  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c. 

An  Act  altering  the  name  of  Chelsea  to  that  of  Turnersburgh — 
[vice  versa]  And 

An  act  directing  the  return  of  such  obligations  taken  from  Samuel 
Pennock  by  the  Court  of  Confiscation^  as  are  now  in  possession  of  said 
Court — were  severally  read,  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council 
for  revision  &  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  enabling  the  proprietors  of  Manchester  to 
pitch  their  undivided  lands,  was  returned  from  Council  concurred,  read 
&  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — • 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M.— October  22''  1788— 

Agreeable  to  Order  the  house  resumed  the  petition  from  the  Trustees 
of  Clio  Hall — And  on  motion  of  M""  [Stephen]  Jacob — Ordered  that  I. 
Tichenor  Esq'  agent  for  said  Trustees  be  requested  to  attend — who  at- 


1.  The  act  constituting  a  Court  of  Chancery  provided  that  it  should  have  "such 
powers  as  are  usally  exercised  by  that  court  in  the  kindgom  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
neighboring  States,  and  not  repugant  to  the  Constitution. — Acts  of  1788,  p.  10. 

2.  Under  the  terms  of  this  act  if  the  proprietors  of  an  incorporated  town  should  fail 
to  appoint  a  clerk  within  two  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  Town  Clerk  should 
be  authorized  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  proprietors'  clerk.  Apparently  there  was  some 
overlapping  of  authority  of  the  original  proprietors  and  the  officers  of  incorporated  towns. — 
Acts  of  1788,  pp.  s-6. 

2.  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  i,  pp.  134-135,  for  an  account  of  Ira  Allen's  ori- 
ginal suggestion  of  the  policy  of  the  Confiscation  of  estates  of  Loyalists.  In  the  same 
volume,  pp.  248-249,  an  order  of  Governor  and  Council  is  given,  dated  March  26,  1778,  ap- 
pointing as  a  Court  of  confiscation  Lieutenant  Governor  Marsh,  Gen.  Jacob  Bayley,  Col. 
Peter  Olcott,  Col.  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Maj.  Thomas  Murdock,  Benjamin  Emmons  and 
Paul  Spooner.  This  court  was  established  for  Cumberland  and  four  members  constituted 
a  quorum.  Power  was  given  to  confiscate  and  sell  property  "  as  shall  by  sufficient  evidence 
appear  to  be  forfeited,  "turn  the  proceeds  into  the  State  Treasury  and  settle  the  accounts 
of  soldiers  and  others  in  "the  last  campaign,"  presumably  that  of  1777,  which  Included  the 
battles  of  Hubbardton  and  Bennington. 

Another  act  was  passed  in  October,  1780,  appointing  a  new  body  to  take  the  place  of 
the  former  court,  consisting  of  twelve  members,  three  each  for  the  half  shires  of  Cumber- 
land, Gloucester,  Bennington  and  Rutland. — Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  406-407. 
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tended  accordingly,  And  after  hearing  the  debates,  with  leave  withdrew 
the  petition. 

Resolved  that  a  Com*^'  of  three  be  appointed  to  join  a  Com''  from 
Council  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commission  for  the  Agents  to  Congress — 
Members  chosen  M''  I.  Smith,  M'  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  &  M*"  [Luke] 
Knoulton — 

Resolved  that  a  Com*'  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governor 
&  Council  for  a  statement  of  the  accounts  between  the  late  Surv""  Gen' 
and  this  state — The  members  chosen  Mess*"^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin, 
[Beriah]  Lomis  &  [Thomas]  Johnson. 

The  report  of  the  Com''  on  the  petition  of  Elnathan  Merwin  was 
again  read  &  the  question  being  put  whether  the  same  should  be  ac- 
cepted— It  passed  in  the  negative  &  said  petition  dismissed — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  Listers  in  their  office  &  duty,  was 
read,  debated — 'And  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until  to  morrow  morning — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Cornwall  & 
Middlebury,  was  returned  with  a  proposed  amendment  from  the  Gov- 
ernor &  Council  which  being  read  with  the  amendment  was  passed  into 
a  law  of  this  state — ■ 

A  petition  from  Ozias  Clark  Administrator  on  the  estate  of  Capt. 
Elisha  Clark  praying  for  leave  to  convey  100  acres  of  land  the  property 
of  said  Elisha  Clarke  deceased  to  his  brother,  which  was  intended  by  the 
deceased  was  read  &  refered  to  M"^  [Elijah]  Paine,  M"^  [Stephen  R.j 
Bradley  &  M*"  L  Smith. 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 


THURSDAY  October  23  ^  1788— 

Gen'  [Israel]  Morey  requested  leave  of  absence  during  the  remainder 
of  the  Session — Granted — 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled.  An  act 
directing  Listers  in  their  office  &  duty — after  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
proposed  for  putting  yearling  cattle  &  horses  into  the  List  and  rejecting 
the  clause  proposed  taking  off  the  premium  on  wool  &  linen' — The 
question  was  put  whether  the  House  will  expunge  the  clause  in  the  act 
which  directs  that  unimproved  lands  be  put  in  the  list — And  the  yeas  & 
nays  on  the  question  being  taken  are  as  follows  viz — 


I.  One  of  the  acts  passed  in  October,  1787,  was  designed  "to  encourage  the  raising 
of  sheep  and  manufacturing  of  linen  in  this  State. "  It  provided  "That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  listers  to  deduct  from  the  sum  of  each  person's  list  in  their  respective  towns  the  sum 
of  two  shillings  for  every  pound  of  wool  that  shall  appear  to  them  to  have  been  shorn  from 
sheep  in  his  possession  the  year  of  taking  the  list,  and  also  to  deduct  in  like  manner,  one 
shilling  for  each  yard  of  linen  or  tow  cloth,  which  any  such  person  shall  have  raised  and 
manufactured  into  cloth  the  preceding  year,  either  for  the  use  of  their  own  families  or  for 
sale." — Acts  of  1787,  p.  12. 
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M'  Dewey 
M""  Jewett 


Barney 
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Hubbard 
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Nays 

M"^  Tupper 
M^  Speaker  Olin 
M^  Dunton 
M^  L  Smith 
M^  Chipman 
M^  Lewis 
M^  Marvin 
M^  Stafferd 
M"  Hopkins 
M'  Williams 
M^  Randall 
M""  Robinson 
M'  Daniels 
M*^  G.  Brownson 
M^  W.  Smith 
M'  Cogswell 
M^  Ward 
M^  L  Smith 
M''  Sargeants 
M^  D.  Jewett 
M^  Bradley 
M^  Holton 
M^  Wells 
M'  Aikin 
M^  Bullen 
M'  D.  Marsh 
M^  Canfield 


M"^  Jesse  Safford 


M' 
M' 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 


Sawyer 
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Carpenter 

Bisbee 


M^  Jacob 


M 
M 
M 
M 
M 


Beach 

C.  Smith 

Matthews 

Heald 

N.  Throop 

M^  J.  Throop 

M^  Gallup 

M^  Emmerson 

M^  Hawkins 
Foster 
Paine 
Barron 
Lomis 
Pennock 
Morrill 
Brush 
Stone 
Benton 
Hind 
Painter 
Barnum 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative — 

On  motion  of  Col°  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley — Resolved  that  a  Com- 
rxiittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  by  way  of  amendment  to 
the  act  directing  Listers  in  their  office  and  duty — The  members  chosen 
Mess""^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  &  [Elijah]  Paine — 

Resolved  that  the  above  Com'^  be  directed  to  draw  an  amendment 
to  the  clause  for  taxing  unimproved  lands  in  such  manner  as  to  make  it 
the  duty  of  Listers  to  set  all  unimproved  lands  that  are  allotted  in  their 
respective  towns  in  the  list  at  one  shilling  per  acre  to  be  returned  into 
the  Clerks  office  as  now  by  law  directed — 

Resolved  that  the  above  Com'^  be  directed  to  make  such  amend- 
ment in  that  clause  of  the  act  that  respects  premiums  on  wool  &  linen 
that  the  same  shall  extend  only  to  state  taxes — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  issue  his 
warrants  to  the  several  collectors  of  state  taxes  at  the  expence  of  this 
state  by  the  first  of  December  next — 

A  bill  sent  down  from  the  Governor  and  Council  entitled,  An  Act 
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in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  disposition  of  monies  raised  in  the  several 
towns  in  this  state  by  taxes  on  the  lands  for  making  roads  &c.  read  and 
— Resolved  to  refer  the  same  to  Mess^^  [Elijah]  Paine,  [William]  Gallup 
&  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  to  prepare  such  amendments  as  may  be  necessary — 

Ira  Allen  Esq"^  late  Treasurer  being  present  the  House  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  entitled,  An  Act  for  compleating  the  transfer 
of  the  Treasury — And  the  same  being  read — And  on  motion  of  M'' 
[Stephen]  Jacob,  That  in  the  clause  directing  the  Commissioners  to 
make  fair  copies  of  all  the  books  &  vouchers  of  the  late  Treasurer  and 
deliver  the  same  to  the  said  Allen  on  his  requesting  the  same — The 
following  amendment  be  made  to  wit  at  the  expense  of  the  said  Allen. 

On  the  question  for  the  amendment — The  yeas  &  nays  being  called 
for  by  Col°  Allen  were  as  follows — 


Yeas 


M' 
M' 
M' 

M' 
M- 

M' 
M- 
M- 
M' 
M' 
M 
M- 
M- 
M' 
M' 
M' 
M' 
M' 


Hopkins 
Williams 
Merriman 
Burnham 
Randall 
Daniels 
Rumsey 
W.  Smith 
Cogswell 
Ward 
I.  Smith 
Sargeants 
D.  Jewet 
Bradley 
Holton 
Wells 
Freeman 
Dewey 
M"^  Jewet 
M""  Tupper 
M"'  Aikin 
Bullen 
Stickney 
Carpenter 
Wood 
Bisbee 
Hubbard 
M'  Jacob 
M^  Hazen 
M^  Heald 
M'  I.  Marsh 
M'  Rogers 


M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 


Nays 


M' 

M^ 
M' 
M' 
M^ 
M^ 
M' 


Robinson 

Roberts 

Burton 

Parkhurst 

Brownson 

Matthews 

Lane 


M^  Coit— 
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M"-  N.  Throop 
M'  J.  Throop 
M'  Gallup 
M"'  Emmerson 
M""  Hawkins 
M--  Hurd 
M^  Canfield 
M""  Chipman 
M""  Foster 
M""  Paine 
M""  Lomis 
M""  Morrill 
M''  Grout 
M""  Thompson 
M''  Stone 
M^  Everist 
M'  Benton 
M-^  Hurd 
M''  Spencer 
M''  Beach 
M""  Everts 
M'  Chapin 
M^  I.  Safferd 
M*"  Sherman 
M'  Lewis 
M'^  Marvin 
M^  Stafferd— 

So  it  passed  in  favour  of  the  amendment'  and  the  same  was  made 
accordingly — ^And  the  bill  with  the  amendment  being  read,  was  accepted 
Si.  sent  to  the  Gov""  &  council  for  revision  &  concurrence  &c. 

The  Com'*  to  whom  were  refered  the  petitions  from  sundry  towns 
concerning  the  establishment  of  town  lines  report — That  an  act  of  le- 
gislature ought  to  be  made  to  establish  the  first  known  boundary 
lines  between  all  the  towns  in  this  state  which  have  been  already  laid 
out — which  being  read  &  debated — Resolved  that  the  consideration  of 
said  report  be  refered  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved  that  a  Com'*  of  three  be  appointed  to  form  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  suspending  the  trials  of  certain  actions  therein  named — Mem- 
bers chosen  Mess"  [Elijah]  Dewey  I.  Smith  &  [John]  Burnham — 


I.  The  overwhelming  vote  by  which  this  amendment  was  adopted,  the  subsequent 
amendment  of  the  vote  electing  Ira  Allen  as  one  of  the  agents  to  Congress,  and  the  defeat 
of  Governor  Chittenden  for  re-election  in  1789,  indicate  the  political  reaction  against  the 
leaders  who  had  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  founding  the  State.  Later  investigations 
showed  that  neither  Ira  Allen  nor  Governor  Chittenden  had  defrauded  the  State,  but  that 
the  State  was  indebted  to  Allen,  a  debt  which  Governor  Chittenden  had  sought  to  pay  in 
part  by  means  of  a  land  grant. — Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  427. 


Thursday,  October  23,  1788  103 

Resolved  that  a  Com'*  of  three  to  join  a  Com'*  from  Council  be 
appointed  to  take  under  consideration  what  part  of  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
erals accounts  shall  be  paid  by  the  state — And  what  particular  towns 
shall  be  exempt  from  the  seperate  expense  of  the  general  survey — Mem- 
bers chosen  Mess"  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  [Joshua]  Wood  &  [Matthew] 
Lyon — • 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  viz — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  five  pence  on  the  pound  on  the  list  of  the 
polls  &  rateable  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  debts  already  due  from  the  state  &  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment the  ensuing  year — 

An  act  directing  the  mode  against  High  Sheriffs  bondsmen — 

An  Act  authorizing  the  first  constable  of  the  town  of  Moretown 
[Bradford]  in  the  County  of  Orange  for  the  year  1788  to  collect  the  tax 
of  10/  on  each  icx)  acres  of  land  in  said  town  granted  in  the  year  1781 — 
And 

An  Act  for  altering  the  name  of  Moretown  in  Orange  County  to  that 
of  Bradford — which  bills  were  respectively  read,  accepted  &  sent  to 
the  Council  for  revision  and  concurrence — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Cornwall  was  returned  from  Council  with  certain  proposals  of 
amendment,  which  with  the  amendments  proposed  were  read  &  passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  °Clock  P.  M— October  23  <*  1788— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Williston  for  making  roads  &c.  was  returned  from  Council  with 
proposals  of  amendment,  which  bill  with  the  amendments  being  read 
was  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state. 

The  bill  directing  the  mode  of  process  against  High  Sheriffs  bonds- 
men, was  returned  from  Council  with  some  proposals  of  amendment, 
which  bill  with  the  amendments  proposed,  was  read  &  passed  into  a  law 
of  this  state — 

The  bill  granting  a  tax  of  five  pence  on  the  pound  for  defraylng^ 
state  debts  &c.  was  returned  from  Council  with  a  proposal  of  adding 
one  penny  on  the  pound  by  way  of  amendment — was  read  &  not  ac- 
cepted but  sent  back  to  Council — 

A  bill  from  the  Governor  &  Council  entitled  an  act  providing  for 
posthumus  children,  was  read  and  not  concurred — ^Therefore  dismissed — 

The  bill  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Pocock  [Bristol]  was  returned  from  Council  with  some  proposals  of 
amendment  which  was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  proprietors  meetings  and 
•directing  town  clerks  in  their  office  and  duty,  was  returned  from  the 
Gov^  &  Council  concurred  except  one  paragraph  which  was  proposed  by 
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them  to  be  omitted  by  way  of  amendment — which  being  read  with  the 
amendment — was  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  petition  from  Jonathan  Hunt  Esq"^  stating  that  in  October  last  he 
obtained  from  the  General  Assembly  a  grant  of  a  township  of  land — 
toward  the  charter  fees  of  which  he  has  advanced  about  £170  in  hard 
money  and  that  he  has  nearly  money  sufficient  with  him  for  compleating 
the  payment  of  said  fees- — -That  he  has  been  since  said  grant  issued,  in- 
formed that  the  same  land  has  been  chartered  to  Ira  Allen  Esq'  and 
praying  that  enquiry  may  be  made  &  if  said  charter  has  been  uncon- 
stitutionaly  issued  that  the  Legislature  by  an  act  of  theirs  would  set 
the  same  aside  and  prevent  the  expence  of  lawsuits  to  determine  the 
validity  of  said  several  grants — And  that  if  they  see  proper  that  they 
would  lessen  the  charter  fees  as  there  proves  to  be  a  large  pond  &  other 
waste  ground  in  said  town  not  expected  when  the  fees  were  assessed — 
which  being  read 

Resolved  that  a  Com"^  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  of  his  Ex- 
cellency whether  any  charter  under  his  hand  &  the  seal  of  this  state 
hath  been  issued  for  that  tract  of  land — &  make  report — Members 
chosen  Mess''^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  &  [Phinehas] 
Freeman — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  to  Col°  Benjamin  Randall,  Capt. 
John  Robinson  &  Comp^  23040  acres  of  land,  was  read  &  not  accepted — 
And  on  motion  of  M''  [Stephen]  Jacob — Ordered  that  the  same  lie  on  the 
table  until  the  next  session  of  Assembly  to  find  whether  there  are  any 
lands  for  them — And  that  they  have  the  preference  to  other  petitioners — 

On  motion  of  the  Surveyor  General, 

Resolved  that  a  Com'^  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  lines  of  the  town  of  Berkshire  and  the  adjoining  towns  & 
make  report — The  members  chosen  Aless"  [Lemuel]  Chipman,  [Gama- 
liel] Painter  &  [Abel]  Thompson— 

The  Com*^^  on  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Hunt  Esq""  to  make  enquiry 
of  his  Excellency  respecting  the  charter — report — "That  his  Excellency 
gave  for  answer  that  he  did  without  advice  of  Council  in  Oct"^  1786  a 
day  or  two  before  the  General  Assembly  set  at  Rutland  in  pursuance  of  a 
flying  grant  that  had  been  made  to  one  Woodbridge'  which  had  been 
forfeited  make  out  &  sign  in  a  private  manner  to  Ira  Allen  Esq'  a  charter, 
which  for  ought  he  knows  covers  some  of  the  premises— That  he  did  at 
that  time  take  a  large  bond  of  said  Allen  to  indemnify  him — And  the 
reason  which  he  principally  gave  for  it  was  the  fear  that  the  state  would 
wrong  said  Allen  in  his  capacity  as  surveyor  Gen' — That  when  the 
question  was  asked  his  Excellency  whether  said  charter  was  recorded  or 
not  he  answered  he  did  not  know — That  in  the  opinion  of  your  Com'^ 
his  Excellency  has  violated  the  trust  reposed  in  him  b}'  the  constitution 
to  keep  the  public  seal  of  this  state  sacred — ^And  that  he  has  converted 
it  to  private  sinister  views — And  your  Com"*  submit  to  the  House  what 


I .     See  note  on  town  of  Woodbridge. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  372-373. 


Thursday,  October  23,  1788  105 

order  shall  be  taken — And  that  in  the  opinion  of  your  Com'*'  said  charter 
was  fraudulent  and  ought  to  be  declared  void  by  act  of  legislature — 

Signed   STEPHEN  R.  BRADLEY 
EBEN  MARVIN 
PHINEHAS  FREEMAN" 

which  report  being  read — Ordered  that  M"^  [Elijah]  Paine  be  requested 
to  wait  on  his  Excellency  and  request  his  attendance  on  the  House — 
who  attended  accordingly — After  a  long  and  anxious  hearing  of  his  Ex- 
cellency and  the  several  members  who  oifered  their  sentiments  on  the 
subject — the  question  to  accept  the  report  being  put — It  passed  in  the 
affirmative — And — Resolved  that  a  Com'*  of  three  be  appointed  to  form 
a  bill  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  in  said  report  and  take  under  con- 
sideration the  other  part  of  said  Hunts  petition — The  members  chosen 
Mess"  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  I.  Smith  and  [Phinehas]  Freeman — 

Resolved  that  the  vote  passed  yesterday  for  adjourning  this  evening 
without  day  be  &  the  same  is  hereby  reconsidered — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  annexing  the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery 
to  the  supreme  court,  was  returned  from  Council  with  proposals  of 
amendment,  which  being  read  with  the  proposed  amendments  was 
passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

The  Com'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Ozias  Clark  report  as 
their  opinion  that  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which  being 
read,  was  accepted  and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accord- 
ingly— 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  incorporating  a  part  of  the  towns  of  New- 
haven,  Panton  &  Ferrisburgh,  was  returned  from  Council  with  proposals 
of  amendment  which  being  read  the  bill  with  the  amendment  passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state — ■ 

On  motion  of  M"'  [Elijah]  Paine — Resolved  that  he  be  excused  from 
the  Com'*  on  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Holten  &  others  &  that  Col° 
[Thomas]  Johnson  be  appointed  in  his  stead — 

The  Com'*  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Woodford 
praying  for  a  land  tax  report — ^That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be 
granted — ^which  being  read,  was  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  viz — 

An  Act  directing  proceedings  where  actions  are  commenced  for  es- 
tates that  have  been  confiscated  by  the  authority  of  this  state. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  towns  of  Montpelier  Berlin,  Middle- 
sex, Waterbury  &  Bolton — 

An  act  granting  a  tax  on  all  the  lands  in  the  town  of  Westford  in 
Chittenden  County  for  making  roads  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  New  Huntington,  public  rights  excepted,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
roads  &c. 
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An  Act  authorizing  Ozias  Clarke  Ad"''  of  Captain  Elisha  Clarke 
deceased  to  fulfil  a  certain  contract  made  by  the  said  Elisha  in  his  life- 
time— And 

An  Act  for  levying  a  tax  in  the  County  of  Windham  which  bills 
being  respectively  read  were  accepted  and  sent  to  the  Governor  & 
Council  for  their  revision  &  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz — 

An  act  directing  certain  persons  therein  named  to  return  certain 
papers  therein  named — 

An  Act  altering  the  name  of  the  town  of  Turnersburgh  to  that  of 
Chelsea — 

An  Act  authorizing  the  constable  of  Peacham  to  collect  the  10/ 
tax  on  each  100  acres  granted  in  1781 — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  enabling  communities  to  sue  for  & 
recover  their  common  rights  estates  and  interests. 

An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  entering  certain  actions  in  the  County 
Court  in  the  county  of  Windham. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Salisbury — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  all  the  lands  in  Starkesboro' — 

An  Act  against  breaches  of  the  peace — 

An  Act  altering  the  name  of  the  town  of  Moretown  in  Orange 
County  to  that  of  Bradford — 

An  Act  enabling  the  first  constable  of  Moretown  in  the  County  of 
Orange  for  the  year  1788  to  collect  the  10/  tax  on  each  100  acres 
granted  in  1781 — 

An  Act  to  repeal  a  certain  clause  in  an  act  entitled  An  act  defining 
the  powers  of  the  supreme  and  County  Courts — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation  of 
fees — And 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  five  pence  on  the  list  of  the  present  year  for 
defraying  state  debts  &c. 

which  bills  being  read  after  concurrence  were  severally  passed  into 
Laws  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

FRIDAY  October  24^''  1788— 

A  petition  praying  for  a  tax  on  all  the  lands  in  Wolcott  for  making 
roads  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the 
disposition  of  monies  raised  by  land  taxes  for  making  roads  &c.  which 
was  sent  from  Council  was  read  and  some  amendments  made  to  the 
same  &  sent  back  for  concurrence  &c. — 

The  Com^^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Danville  report — 
That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which  was  read,  accepted 
&  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 
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The  Com**  to  whom  was  refered  the  last  part  of  the  petition  from 
Jon*  Hunt  Esq^  report — That  the  lands  granted  to  Jonathan  Hunt 
Esq^  &  associates  is  not  equal  in  quality  to  what  was  expected  at  the  time 
of  assessing  the  granting  fees — Therefore  instead  of  paying  £10  for 
each  330  acres  as  originally  assessed  the  said  Hunt  pay  £9  for  each  330 
acres  as  granting  fees — which  being  read  was  accepted — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  on  the  County  of  Rutland  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  goal  [jail]  in  said  County —  after  being  read  was 
withdrawn  for  some  amendments — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  therein  men- 
tioned, And  a  bill  to  call  in  all  the  public  securities  issued  previous  to  the 
I**  of  January  1788  were  Read  and  withdrawn  for  amendment — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  viz — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  regulating  the  militia  of  this  state — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Dan- 
ville for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  directing  Listers  in 
their  office  &  duty — 

An  Act  declaring  a  certain  fraudulent  instrument  purporting  to  be 
a  charter  to  Ira  Allen  Esq''  and  associates  therein  described  null  &  void. 

An  Act  for  granting  a  tax  on  the  County  of  Rutland  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  goal  in  said  County — 

An  Act  for  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  the  pound  on  the  list  of 
the  County  of  Windsor  for  defraying  county  debts — And, 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Woodford  for  the  purpose  of 
making  roads  &c.  which  bills  were  severally  read,  and  accepted  and  sent 
to  the  Governor  and  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  New  Huntington — ■ 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  all  the  lands  in  Westford — which  bills 
were  severally  read  after  concurrence  &  passed  into  Laws  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  °CIock  P.  M— October  24' »>  1788— 

The  Com*'  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Greensboro' 
praying  a  land  tax  reported — ^That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be 
granted — which  was  read,  accepted,  and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly — 

The  bill  entitled.  An  act  for  the  compleating  the  transfer  of  the 
Treasury  was  returned  from  Council  with  proposals  of  amendment 
which  being  read  the  bill  with  the  amendments  passed  into  a  Law  of 
this  state — 

On  motion  of  M"^  [Lemuel]  Chipman — Resolved  that  Col°  Ira  Allen 
be  and  he  hereby  is  excused  from  the  business  of  the  agency  to  which  he 
was  appointed  in  Grand  Com**  on  Wednesday  last — 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  &  Council  be  requested  to  join  in  grand 
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Com'*  to  choose  an  Agent  to  Congress  in  the  room  of  Col°  Ira  Allen 
who  has  been  excused  from  serving  by  a  vote  of  this  House — 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Pocock 
[Bristol]  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c.  was  returned  from  Council 
with  some  proposals  of  amendment  which  was  read  and  the  bill  with  the 
amendments  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  Militia/ 
was  returned  from  Council  with  proposals  of  amendment,  which  being 
read  was  with  the  amendment  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state. 

The  Gov"^  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  met  in  Grand  Com*^*  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  an  agent  to  Congress  in  the  room  of  Col°  Ira 
Allen  excused — 

His  Excellency  in  the  chair — Joseph  Fay  Esq""  clerk 

The  ballots  being  taken — The  Honorable  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq'' 
was  elected — Committee  dissolved — 

attest  JOSEPH  FAY  Clerk— 

An  account  in  favour  of  Curtis  Hawley  for  the  expence  in  the  last 
sickness  and  funeral  charges  of  a  certain  person  therein  mentioned,  being 
read  was  refered  to  the  pay  table  for  adjustment — ^such  accounts  being 
considered  as  proper  charges  against  this  state — 

A  petition  from  Brumley  [Peru] — read  &  refered  to  the  next  session 
of  Assembly — 

The  Com'*  to  whom  was  refered  the  petitions  from  Minden,  [Crafts- 
bury]  Woodford  and  Cabot  report — That  the  prayers  thereof  ought  to 
be  granted — which  was  read  accepted  and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  all  causes  now  depending  or  that  may  be  depending  in 
any  Court  in  this  state  where  the  title  of  land  is  concerned  the  evidence 
of  which  title  depend  on  the  interference  of  any  town  lines  in  this  state 
shall  be  continued  by  such  court  until  after  the  rising  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  October  next — And  the  several  courts  in  this  state  are 
hereby  directed  to  take  notice  hereof  and  govern  themselves  accordingly 
except  where  the  parties  otherwise  agree — 

The  Com'*  appointed  to  form  a  Commission  for  the  Agents  to 
Congress  reported  a  form  of  a  Commission  proper  for  the  agents — which 
being  read  was  accepted  & 

Ordered  that  his  Excellency  be  requested  to  make  out  a  Commission 
agreeable  to  said  form — 

The  Com'*  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  the  Surv"^  Gen' 
concerning  the  lines  of  the  town  of  Berkeshire  made  their  report — which 
was  read  &  refered  to  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly — 


I.  This  act  provided,  among  other  things,  that  the  Captain  General  once  in  three 
years  should  review  the  whole  militia  of  the  State  and  oftener  if  he  thought  proper. — 
Acts  of  1788,  pp.  21-23. 
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Voted  that  his  Excellency  receive  as  a  salary  from  this  state  for  his 
services  for  the  ensuing  year  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  L.  M.  and 
that  the  Treasurer  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  him  the  said  sum 
accordingly — 

Voted  that  the  tax  already  laid  on  the  town  of  Fairhaven  shall  not 
be  aflfected  by  the  act  passed  this  session  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an 
act  regulating  the  disposition  of  monies  raised  by  tax  on  the  lands  in  the 
several  towns  for  making  roads  bridges  &c. 

Resolved  that  the  next  General  Election  [session  of  the  General 
Assembly]  be  holden  at  Westminster  in  the  County  of  Windham — 

Resolved  that  the  Rev'd  Dan  Foster'  of  Weathersfield  be  requested 
to  preach  the  election  sermon  at  Westminster  in  October  next — And 
that  the  Rev'd  Hezekiah  Taylor  of  Newfane  be  requested  as  second  to 
M""  Foster  to  preach  the  election  sermon  on  the  failure  of  M""  Foster — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  viz — ■ 

An  Act  annexing  part  of  the  town  of  Ferrisburgh  to  Panton — 

An  Act  empowering  the  inhabitants  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
Vergennes^  to  exercise  town  privileges. 

An  Act  for  granting  a  new  trial  to  Stephen  Olin  and  Penuel  Stevens 

An  Act  enabling  Listers  to  make  new  lists  in  certain  cases — 

An  Act  relieving  the  inhabitants  of  Wallingford  Gore  from  the 
payment  of  taxes — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Minden — [Craftsbury] 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
towns  of  Woodbury  &  Hardwick  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c — • 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Cabot  for  the  purpose  of  making  &  repairing  roads,  bridges  &c — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Greensboro'  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned — 

An  Act  for  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  the  pound  on  the  list  of 
the  County  of  Windsor  for  satisfying  the  debts  due  from  said  County — 
And 

An  Act  to  call  in  the  public  securities^  of  this  state  that  are  or  shall 
be  issued  within  one  month  from  the  rising  of  the  present  session  of 
Assembly  by  the  first  day  of  September  next  and  issue  new  notes  on 
interest  at  six  per  cent  per  annum — which  were  severally  read,  ac- 
cepted &  sent  to  the  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence  or  proposals  of 
amendment — 

1.  The  Rev.  Dan  Foster  was  pastor  of  the  Gjngregational  Church  of  Weathersfield 
from  1787  to  1799. — Thompson's  Vermont,  part  3,  p.  184. 

2.  The  first  Mayor  of  Vergennes  was  elected  in  1794. — ^Thompson's  Vermont,  part  3, 

p. 175- 

3.  Under  the  terms  of  this  act  all  of  the  old  securities  of  the  State,  or  orders,  must  be 
delivered  into  the  treasury  not  later  than  Sept.  i,  1789,  or  lose  the  possibility  of  redeeming 
the  same. 

The  Treasurer  was  directed  to  procure  a  plate  with  a  new  device  for  blanks  to  be  used 
for  hard  money  orders. — Acts  of  1788,  p.  25. 
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The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Woodford. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  on  Win- 
hall,  Wardsborough  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Danville. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  County  of  Rutland  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  goal  [jail]  in  said  County  of  Rutland — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  County  of  Windham  for  the  purposes 
therein  named — 

An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  to  Stephen  Olin  and  Penuel  Stevens — 

An  Act  releasing  the  inhabitants  of  Jacksons  gore  from  paying  town 
taxes — 

An  Act  empowering  the  inhabitants  within  the  City  of  Vergennes  to 
enjoy  town  privileges'. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Berlin,  Montpelier,  Middle- 
sex, Waterbury  and  Bolton — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  the  town  of  Minden  [Crafts- 
bury]  in  Orange  county — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  land  in  Cabot — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Greensborough — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  on  the  towns  of  Woodbury  and  Hardwick — 

An  Act  directing  the  calling  in  all  the  public  securities  that  now  are 
or  shall  be  issued  within  one  month  from  the  rising  of  the  Assembly  &c. 
&c.,  And 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the  disposition  of  the 
monies  raised  by  tax  on  lands ^  in  the  several  towns  for  the  purpose  of 
making  roads  &c.  which  being  read  were  severally  passed  into  Laws  of 
this  state. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  relating  to  estates  that  have  been  con- 
fiscated by  the  authority  of  this  state  was  returned  from  Council  with 
proposals  of  amendment  which  being  read  with  the  amendment  and 
passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  7  °Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

SATURDAY  October  25 '  i'  1 788— 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Fay  Esq""  praying  that  the  granting  fees  on 
ten  rights  of  land  in  the  township  of  land  granted  to  Jonathan  Hunt 


1 .  By  the  terms  of  its  charter  Vergennes  could  not  hold  its  first  city  meeting  until  the 
first  Tuesday  of  July,  1792.  This  act  enabled  the  citizens  of  Vergennes  to  continue  under 
a  town  form  of  government  until  the  city  charter  became  operative. — Acts  of  1788,  pp.  18, 
28. 

2.  This  act  provided  that  lands  liable  to  assessment  for  "the  making  and  mending 
of  roads,  may  not  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  such  tax,  until  a  fair  and  correct  account  of 
work  done  on  these  roads  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  authorized  to  superintend 
the  same  shall  have  been  made  out,  presented  to  the  judges  of  the  county  court,  having 
jurisdiction  and  approved  by  them  during  a  term  of  court. " — Acts  of  1788,  pp.  27-28. 
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Esq"^  and  associates  be  received  in  hard  money  orders,  was  read  and  the 
prayer  thereof  granted — And, 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  to  receive 
of  Col°  Joseph  Fay  public  securities  of  this  state  for  ten  rights  of  land 
in  Huntsburgh  [Franklin]at  nine  pounds  per  right — anything  to  the 
contrary  heretofore  passed  notwithstanding — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  annexing  part  of  the  town  of  Ferrisburgh 
to  the  town  of  Panton,  was  returned  from  Council  and  by  their  advice 
the  same  was  refered  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  suspending  the  collection  of  certain  taxes 
therein  mentioned  being  read  was  dismissed. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  an  arrang- 
ment  for  the  payment  of  the  debenture  of  the  Gen'  Assembly — Members 
chosen  Mess"  [Elijah]  Paine,  [Thomas]  Johnson  &[Phinehas]  Freeman — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  receive  as  a  salary  for  the  year  passed 
£100.  Lawful  money  and  that  he  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  to  receive 
the  same  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  state — 

Resolved  that  the  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly  of  their  present 
session  be  published  in  the  usual  manner — 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  call  on  the  Treasurer  for 
one  hundred  &  seven  dollars  in  specie  for  the  debenture  of  this  day  and 
the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same  to  the  Secretary 
accordingly — 

Resolved  that  one  member  from  each  County  be  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  debenture  for  the  members  of  their  respective  counties — And 
the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same  accordingly — Members 
chosen  Mess'^  G.  Brownson,  [Eli]  Cogswell,  [Alexander]  Brush  [Samuel] 
Lane,  Joel  Marsh     &  [Elijah]  Paine — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  not  to  pay 
any  hard  money  out  of  the  Treasury  after  the  rising  of  this  General 
Assembly  upon  any  order  whatsoever  except  the  debenture  of  the  Council 
and  of  this  Assembly  and  One  hundred  pounds  which  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  pay  to  the  Agents  to  Congress  taking  their  receipt  for  the 
same  until  special  orders  from  a  future  General  Assembly — 

Resolved  that  the  vote  granting  the  Treasurer  £100.  as  a  salary  for 
his  services  for  the  year  passed  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  reconsidered — 
And, 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  have  One  hundred  &  twenty  pounds  as  a 
salary  for  the  yeai  passed — And  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  receive  the 
same  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  state — 

Resolved  that  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Agents  to  Congress  to  use  all  due 
diligence  to  remove  every  obstacle  to  the  accession  of  this  state  to  the 
Federal  government' — 


I.  Real  progress  was  made  in  1788  in  negotiations  between  Nathaniel  Chipman  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  rather  than  in  Congress,  which  led,  ultimately  to  statehood  for  Ver- 
mont.— Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  441-446. 


112  Assembly  Journal 

Voted  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  receive  from  the  Treasury 
in  part  pay  for  his  last  years  salary  in  specie  the  sum  of  nine  pounds 
Lawful  money — That  each  member  of  Council  receive  the  whole  of  his 
debenture,  except  one  dollar  to  each  which  shall  be  paid  in  hard  money 
order  in  like  money,  That  M""  Sheriff  Robinson  receive  only  three  pounds 
in  specie  and  the  remainder  of  his  debenture  in  hard  money  orders — ■ 
That  all  members  of  Assembly  receive  the  whole  of  their  debentures  in 
hard  money  except  as  hereafter  excepted — viz — That  M'^  Speaker 
[Gideon]  Olin  receive  six  pounds  in  specie,  That  Stephen  Jacob  Clerk 
receive  six  pounds  in  specie — ^That  M""  Secretary  [Roswell]  Hopkins  and 
M*"  Secretary  [Joseph]  Fay  receive  each  six  pounds  in  specie — and  that 
each  of  the  aforementioned  persons  receive  the  remainder  of  their  de- 
bentures in  hard  money  orders — That  M""  Joseph  Cornwall  who  has 
occasionally  served  as  chaplain  receive  the  whole  of  his  debenture  in 
hard  money  orders— That  M'  Thaddeus  Munson  Deputy  Sheriff  &  M"" 
Sam'  Southerland  constable  receive  the  whole  of  their  debentures  in 
hard  money  orders — That  Samuel  Mattocks  Esq'  Treasurer  receive 
after  paying  out  the  foregoing  debentures  the  sum  of  nine  pounds  in 
specie  in  part  of  the  salary  granted  him  at  the  present  session — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz — 

An  Act  enabling  the  Administrator  of  Elisha  Clarke  to  sell  a  lot  of 
land  agreeable  to  contract  made  by  the  said  Elisha  in  his  lifetime — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  directing  Listers  in  their  office  &  duty — 
And, 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  the  pound  on  the  list  of  the 
County  of  Windsor  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  County  debts — which 
bills  were  read  and  severally  passed  into  Laws  of  this  state — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  declaring  a  certain  fraudulent  instrument 
purporting  to  be  a  charter  to  Ira  Allen  Esq*^  and  associates  therein  des- 
cribed— null  &  void — which  bill  is  in  the  words  following  to  wit — 

''Whereas  his  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden  Esq""  Governor  of 
the  state  of  Vermont  by  the  persuasion  of  Ira  Allen  Esq',  without  the 
authority  of  law,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  even  without  the  advice  of  his  Council,  in  a  private  manner, 
did  presume  to  sign  his  name  as  governor  and  affix  the  great  seal  of  the 
state  of  Vermont  to  a  certain  paper  purporting  to  be  a  charter  and 
bearing  date  the  26'''  day  of  October  A.  D.  1781  and  further  purporting 
to  have  been  countersigned  by  Thomas  Tolman  Deputy  secretary — 
And  further  purporting  to  incorporate  a  certain  tract  of  land  with  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  any  other  town  in  this  state  by  the 
name  of  Woodbridge  bounding  it  as  follows  viz — ^Begining  it  at  the  north 
east  corner  of  Alburgh  in  the  south  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec  and 
north  line  of  the  state  of  Vermont  thence  east  in  said  line  so  far  that  to 
turn  southerly  to  the  northerly  line  of  lands  heretofore  granted,  then 
westerly  in  such  line  to  the  southeasterly  corner  of  Alburgh  then  north- 
erly in  the  line  of  Alburgh  to  the  bound  began  at  will  contain  23040 
acres — ^And  purporting  to  transfer  the  fee  of  the  lands  in  said  limits 
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from  this  state  to  the  said  Allen  &  associates — And  whereas  after  the 
signing  and  sealing  as  aforesaid  the  aforesaid  instrument  his  Excellency- 
was  pleased  in  a  private  manner  to  deliver  said  fraudulent  instrument  as 
aforesaid  to  the  said  Ira  Allen  without  the  same  being  registered  or  any- 
minute  being  kept  thereof  in  any  proper  recording  office  in  this  state 
whatsoever — And  whereas  the  said  Ira  Allen  after  receiving  the  said 
fraudulent  instrument  as  aforesaid  did  keep  the  same  secret,  unknown  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  the  authority  of  the  state  from  the 
date  of  said  instrument  until  the  present  session — And  is  now  seek- 
ing to  have  the  same  registered  and  recorded  with  a  manifest  intent  to 
defeat  and  make  void  grants  that  have  been  advisedly  made  by  act  of 
legislation — which  great  evil  to  prevent, 

"It  is  hereby  Enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  That  the  instrument  before  described  in  the  preamble  to  this 
Act,  purporting  to  be  a  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  said  Ira  Allen 
and  his  associates  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  therein  described  by  the 
name  of  the  town  of  Woodbridge  be  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  null  & 
void  both  in  law  equity  &  incapable  of  being  given  in  evidence  or  plead 
in  any  court  hereafter  forever  in  this  state  whatsoever — And 

Be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid  that  no  secretary, 
Deputy  secretary,  or  recording  officer  of  what  name  or  nature  soever 
shall  record,  or  file  to  be  recorded  in  either  of  their  respective  books  of 
public  records  in  this  state  the  aforesaid  instrument  purporting  to  be  a 
charter  of  incorpration  to  said  Ira  Allen  &  associates  of  a  township  by 
the  name  of  Woodbridge  on  penalty  that  every  Secretary,  Deputy 
Secretary  or  other  recording  officer  of  what  name  or  nature  soever  so 
offending  and  being  thereof  convicted  shall  forfeit  &  pay  to  the  Treas- 
ury of  this  state  the  sum  of  £2000.  and  be  forever  after  rendered  in- 
capable of  holding  any  office  civil  or  military  in  this  state" — Being  re- 
turned from  Council  with  the  following  memorandum  or  proposal  on 
the  back  thereof,  to  wit — "In  Council  Ocf^  25'''  1788 — The  Council 
propose  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill  &  in  lieu  thereof  that  the  Legis- 
lature take  the  cession  of  the  within  mentioned  paper  or  charter  from  the 
within  mentioned  Ira  Allen  and  that  the  said  Ira  Allen  give  and  enter 
into  bonds  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
state  to  erase  the  record  of  said  paper  or  charter,  which  has  been  entered 
in  the  surveyor  Generals  office  previous  to  any  copy  issuing — 

JOSEPH  FAY  Secretary"— 

which  being  read — after  a  long  hearing  of  his  Excellency  &  sundry 
members  of  council  the  said  proposal  was  accepted — ■ — ^And —  Re- 
solved to  reconsider  the  bill  with  directions  that  the  same  be  entered  on 
the  Journals — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  he  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  the 
whole  of  the  debentures  of  the  members  of  Bennington  County  being 
£54-8-4  to  Gideon  Brownson  Esq"^^ — And  the  whole  of  the  debentures  of 
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Rutland  County  members  being  £97-19-8  to  Eli  Cogswell  Esq"" — And 
the  whole  of  the  debentures  of  the  members  from  Windham  County 
being  £83-1-8  to  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq"^ — And  the  whole  of  the 
debentures  of  the  members  from  Windsor  County  being  £103-13-8 
to  Joel  Marsh  Esq"^ — ^And  the  whole  of  the  debentures  of  the  members  of 
Orange  County  being  £75-17-4  to  Elijah  Paine  Esq"" — And  the  whole 
of  the  debentures  of  Addison  County  Members  being  £68-6-8  to  Alex'' 
Brush  Esq*^ — And  the  whole  of  the  debentures  of  Chittenden  County 
members  being  £78-3-4  to  Samuel  Lane  Esq''  for  the  benefit  of  the  res- 
pective members — 

Resolved  that  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq"^  Auditor  of  accounts  be  &  he  here- 
by is  authorized  and  empowered  to  examine  and  adjust  the  accounts  of 
the  several  printers  &  post  riders  in  this  state  and  draw  orders  for  such 
sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  find  due  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  state — which 
shall  by  the  Treasurer  be  paid  in  hard  money  orders — 

Resolved  that  Ira  Allen  Esq""  late  surveyor  general  be  &  he  hereby  is 
authorized  directed  and  empowered  to  erase  the  record  of  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  charter  issued  by  his  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden 
Esq""  as  Governor  of  the  state  of  Vermont  and  purporting  to  be  counter- 
signed by  Thomas  Tolman  Deputy  secretary,  said  by  his  Excellency 
to  have  been  issued  in  the  fore  part  of  October  1786  but  bearing  date 
Ocf  26'''  1781  purporting  to  convey  to  Ira  Allen  Esq""  and  his  associates 
23040  acres  of  land  as  a  township  by  the  name  of  Woodbridge  and  by  a 
minute  on  the  back  of  said  pretended  charter,  purporting  to  have  been 
recorded  in  the  surveyor  generals  office  in  the  first  book  of  charters 
(Vermont  grants  page  26-27  ^rid  28  October  10'''  1786 — 

Resolved  that  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon  be  requested  to  inform  his  Ex- 
cellency &  Council  that  the  House  of  Assembly  have  finished  the  in- 
tended business  of  the  present  Session — And  to  request  their  attend- 
ance while  M*^  Cornwall  shall  make  a  closing  prayer — 

His  Excellency  &  Council  attended  accordingly  and  M"^  Cornwall 
made  a  prayer  suited  to  the  occasion  after  which — Resolved  that  all 
matters  pending  before  this  Assembly  be  &  the  same  hereby  is  refered  to 
the  next  stated  session  of  the  Legislature  And  that  this  Assembly  be  & 
the  same  hereby  is  adjourned  without  day. 

(signed)  attest  STEPHEN  JACOB  Clerk— 
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GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


OF    THE 


STATE  OF  VERMONT 


At  Their  Session  Held  at  Westminster  on  the  Eighth  Day  of 

October  1789 — 


THURSDAY  October  8^^  1789— 

The  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State  of  Vermont  met 
this  day  at  the  meeting  house'  in  Westminster  agreeble  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  order  of  the  Legislature — 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Speaker  pro  tem.  The  Honorable 
Gideon  Olin  Esq'  was  chosen — 

The  following  persons  were  returned  elected  as  Representatives  for 
the  year  ensuing  and  they  severally  took  the  oaths  and  subscribed  the 
Test  required  by  the  constitution — viz — 

Bennington    County — 
Bennington    Maj'    Jon''    Robinson — Pownall   Thomas    Jewett    Esq"" — 
Shaftsbury  Gideon   Olin    Esq' — Sunderland  Col°  Gideon    Brownson — 
Manchester  Maj'  Gideon  Ormsby — Dorset  John  Shumway  Esq'  Reuport 
Israel  Smith  Esq' — Stamford  Al'  Perez   Deane — 

Windham  County — 

Hinsdale  Col°  Arad  Hunt — Brattlehorough  Samuel  Knight  Esq' — 
Dummerston  M'  Thomas  Clarke — Putney  Capt.  Daniel  Jewett — West- 
minster Lott  Hall  Esq' — Rockingham  Doct'  Samuel  Cutler — New  Fane 
Luke  Knoulton  Esq'  Wardsborough  Asa  Wheelock  Esq'  Gt^i7/or</ William 
Bigelow  Esq'  Tomlinson  [Grafton]  Charles  Perkins  Esq' — Jamaica 
Silas  Hay  ward  Esq' — Hallifax  Benjamin  Henry  Esq' — Wilmington 
Capt.  Chipman  Swift — Athens  M'  Elijah  Elmer — Londonderry  Capt. 
Edward  Aikin — Townshend  Joshua  Wood  Esq' — Whitingham  M'  Isaac 
Lyman — Marlborough  Col°  Phinehas  Freeman — 

Windsor    County — 

S^nngy^^W  Maj' Jotham  White — Weathers  field  Capt.  Joseph  Hubbard 
— Windsor  Briant  Brown  Esq' — Hartland  Maj'  George  Dennison — 
Hartford  M'  Elisha  Marsh — Norwich  Elisha  Burton  Esq' — Sharon  M' 
Anthony  Morse — Pomfret  Capt  Abida  Smith — Woodstock  Captain 
Warren  Cottle — Reading  John  Weld  Esq'  Cavendish  Asaph  Fletcher  Esq' 
Chester  Daniel  Heald  Esq' — Andover  Capt.  Frederick  Rogers — Bridg- 
water John  Hawkins  Esq' — Barnard  Joseph  Foster  Esq' — Royalton 
Col"  Calvin  Parkhurst — Bethel  M'  Nathaniel  Throop — Rochester  Enoch 
Emerson  Esq' — 

Orange  County — 

Newbury  Col°  Thomas  Johnson — Fairlee  Gen'  Israel  Morey — Bradford 
Ashur    Chamberlain  Esq' — Thetford  Beriah  Lomis  Esq' — Williamstown 


I.  A  Congregational  Church  was  organized  at  an  early  date  in  Westminster  and  a 
pastor  was  settled  in  1767.  The  first  meeting  house  was  erected  in  1771. — Thompson's 
Vermont,  Part  3,  p.  188. 
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Elijah  Paine  Esq"" — Barnet  Mj  James  Cross — 'Danville  Jesse  Leaven- 
worth Esq"" — Strafford  M''  Alexander  Pennock — Lunenhurgh  Amasa 
Grout  Esq' — Randolph  Israel  Converse  Esq'' — Corinth  Capt.  Peter 
Sleman — Vershire  M''  Andrew  Peters — Brookfield  M""  Abel  Lyman — 
Maidstone  M""  David  Gaskil — Tunbridge  Seth  Austin  Esq''  Guildhall 
M'^  Benoni  Cutler — Peacham  William  Chamberlaine  Esq'' — 

Rutland  County — 

Castleton  Col°  Noah  Lee — Danhy  M"  Lemuel  Griffith  Chittenden  M'' 
Nathaniel  Ladd — Fairhaven  Simeon  Smith  Esq''  Benson  Asahel  Smith 
Esq'' — -Middletown  M''  Ephraim  Carr — Ira  M''  Cephas  Carpenter — 
Shretvsbury  Ichabod  Robinson  Esq"" — Wallingford  Abraham  Jackson 
Esq' — Clarendon  Elihu  Smith  Esq' — Pittsford  M'  Noah  Hopkins — 
Tinmouth  Ebenezer  Marvin  Esq' — Wells  M'  Samuel  Lathrop — Pawlet 
Lemuel  Chipman  Esq'  Rutland  Samuel  Williams  Esq' — Orwell  Ebenezer 
Wilson  Esq'  Poultney  Col°  James  Brookings — Sudbury  M'  John  Hall — 

Addison    County — 

Whiting  M'  Ezra  Allen — Leicester  Col"  Thomas  Sawyer — Weybridge 
Capt.  Abel  Wright — Newhaven  M'  Phinehas  Brown — Vergennes  Samuel 
Chipman  Esq' — Salisbury  M'  Stephen  Hard — Panton  Peter  Ferris 
Esq' — Addison  Zadock  EveristEsq' — Cornzca// Samuel  Benton  Esq' — 
Ferrisburgh  Abel  Thompson  Esq'  Middlebury  Gamaliel  Painter  Esq' 
— Monkton  Samuel  Barnum  Esq' — 

Chittenden  County — 

Charlotte  John  McNeal  Esq'  Shelburne  William  C.  Harrington  Esq' — 
Colchester  Ira  Allen  Esq'  Burlington  Samuel  Hitchcock  Esq' — Cambridge 
Amos  Fasset  Esq'  Johnson  Noah  Smith  Esq' — St.  Albans  M'  Silas 
Hathaway — Hinesburgh  Capt.  Lemuel  Bostwick — Essex  Joel  Wood- 
worth  Esq'  Jericho  Doct'  Matthew  Cole — Williston  Col°  Jonathan 
Spafford — Fairfax  M'  Nathan  Spafferd — Georgia  Daniel  Stannard 
Esq' — Milton  M'  Amos  Mansfield — • 

The  credentials  of  M'  Anthony  Morse  chosen  on  the  22 '^  of  Sept' 
to  represent  the  town  of  Sharon  was  objected  to — And  the  consideration 
thereof  postponed  for  the  present — 

Resolved  that  a  Com'*  of  two  members  from  each  county  to  join  a 
Com'*  from  Council  be  appointed  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  votes, 
for  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Treasurer  and  Councillors  and 
make  report  of  the  persons  chosen — Members  chosen  M'  J.  Robinson, 
M'  [John]  Shumway,  M'  [Samuel]  Williams,  M'  S.  Smith,  M'  [Gamaliel] 
Painter,  M'  [Abel]  Thompson,  M'  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  M'  N.  Smith, 
M'  [Samuel]  Knights,  M'  [Luke]  Knoulton,  M'  [Elisha]  Burton,  M' 
[Calvin]  Parkhurst,  M'  [Elijah]  Paine  and  M'  [Israel]  Morey — ^who  were 
sworn  for  the  purpose — 

Adjourned  to  2  "Clock  P.  M. — ■ 
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2   "Clock  P.  M.— 

Resolved  that  Ira  Allen'  Esq''  be  requested  to  inform  his  Excellency 
and  Council  that  the  house  are  met  and  ready  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
Committee  for  sorting  and  counting  the  votes  for  Governor  &c — and  to 
request  their  attendance  accordingly — 

The  Governor  and  Council  having  attended  agreeable  to  the  request 
of  the  House — M'  [Isaac]  Tichenor  in  behalf  of  the  Com*^*  read  their  re- 
port in  the  words  following  viz — "Your  Com'*  directed  to  receive  sort 
and  count  the  votes  of  the  freemen  of  the  state  for  the  different  ofBcers 
of  government  for  the  year  ensuing  report — That  no  person  has  a  ma- 
jority of  votes  for  Governor — 

That  his  honor  Joseph  Marsh  is  duly  chosen  Lieutenant  Governor 

The  Honorable  Samuel  Safferd,  Isaac  Tichenor,  Jonathan  Hunt, 
Peter  Olcott,  Thomas  Porter,  Jacob  Bailey,  Ebenezer  Walbridge  Timo- 
thy Brownson,  John  Strong,  John  Fasset  Jun"'  Thomas  Murdock  and 
Samuel  Fletcher  Esquires  are  chosen  Councillors — And 

Samuel  Mattocks  Esq'  Treasurer" — When  the  High  Sheriffs  of 
Windham  County  by  proclamation  declared  the  said  officers  duly 
elected — 

Adjourned  to  8°Clock  to  morrow  morning — 


FRIDAY  October  9"^  1789— 

Col°  James   Brookings  from   Poultney   produced   his   credentials, 

which  were  read  and  not  considered  regular  but  upon  evidence  produced 

— Resolved  that  he  be  allowed  a  seat  in  this  House — 

Upon  a  further  consideration  of  M""  A.  Morses  credentials  from 

Sharon — Resolved  that  he  be  allowed  a  seat — 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  choose  a  Speaker,  Secretary  and 

clerk   for   the   year   ensuing — The   ballots    being   taken — The   Hon'''* 

Gideon  Olin  was  declared  duly  elected  Speaker 

Roswell  Hopkins  Esq""  Secretary  of  state — And 

Stephen  Jacob  Esq'  Clerk — who  were  sworn  accordingly — 

Resolved  that  the  members  of  this  house  have  leave  to  sit  with  their 

heads  covered^ — except  when  they  address  the  Speaker — 


1.  The  hostility  of  the  previous  Assembly  to  Ira  Allen  does  not  seem  to  have  pre- 
vailed to  any  great  extent  in  this  body  and  Colonel  Allen  took  an  active  part  in  the  work  of 
the  session. 

2.  Samuel  Fletcher  of  Townshend  was  Sheriff  of  Windham  County  from  1788  to  1806. 
— Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  p.  341. 

3.  If  the  English  custom  of  wearing  hats  in  a  legislative  body  had  been  followed  as  a 
matter  of  course,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  neither  this  resolution  nor  the  rule  that  followed 
(see  p.  153)  would  have  been  considered  necessary.  In  "Law  and  Practice  of  Legislative 
Assemblies  in  the  United  States  of  America"  by  L.  S.  Cushing,  part  2,  p.  152,  it  is  stated: 
"In  Parliament  the  presiding  officers  and  clerks  of  both  branches,  like  the  judges  and  other 
officers  of  courts  of  justice,  appear  in  gowns  and  wigs  and  sit  uncovered.     The  members 
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Resolved  that  a  Com*^  of  three  be  appointed  to  return  the  thanks  of 
this  House  to  the  Reverend  M""  [Dan]  Foster  for  the  sermon  he  delivered 
yesterday,  and  request  a  copy  thereof  for  the  press — Members  chosen 
M^  [Joseph]  Hubbard,  M^  S.  Smith  and  M^  L.  Chipman— 

Resolved  that  M'  I.  Allen,  M^  N.  Smith  &  M'  [Ebenezer]  Marvin 
be  a  Committee  to  form  rules  for  the  regulation  of  this  house — and  make 
report — 

Resolved  that  M''  L.  Hall  be  requested  to  desire  M"^  Stone  to  attend 
this  House  as  Chaplin  during  the  present  session — 

Resolved  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  attend  the  House  as  soon 
as  may  be  and  proceed  with  them  in  choosing  a  Governor  for  the  year 
ensuing — 

"The  Council  having  joined  with  the  Assembly  in  Grand  Com- 
mittee to  choose  a  Governor  for  the  year  ensuing — 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden'  Esq""  in  the  chair 

Ros"  Hopkins  Esq^  Clerk— 

The  ballots  being  taken  sorted  and  counted  for  a  Governor  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

The  Honorable  Moses  Robinson^  Esq"^  was  elected  &  declared 
Governor  for  the  State  of  Vermont  for  the  year  ensuing — 


2.  On  Oct.  7,  Governor  Chittenden  was  met  at  Hartland  and  a  company  of 
cavalry  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Elisha  Hawley  of  Windsor  and  was  escorted  to  West- 
minster.— Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3. 

The  popular  vote  for  Governor  in  1789  was  as  follows:  Thomas  Chittenden,  1,263; 
Moses  Robinson,  746;  Samuel  Safford,  478;  all  others,  378.  Governor  Chittenden  lacked 
170  votes  of  a  clear  majority — Vermont  Historical  Society  Collections,  vol.  2,  p.  484. 

3.  Moses  Robinson,  son  of  Samuel  Robinson,  the  founder  of  Bennington,  was  born 
in  Hardwick,  Mass.,  March  26,  1744.  He  came  to  Bennington  with  his  father  in  1761  and 
was  the  first  Town  Clerk  of  the  new  town.  He  was  a  Colonel  of  militia  during  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  1777-1778,  and  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Council,  1778-1785.  He  was  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  1778  to  1784 
and  from  1785  to  1789.  He  served  as  Governor  from  1789  to  1790.  He  was  one  of  Ver- 
mont's first  United  States  Senators,  serving  from  1791  to  1796.  He  died  May  26,  1813. — 
Governor  and  Council,  vol.  i,  pp.  128-129. 

except  on  occasions  of  state,  appear  in  their  ordinary  costumes,  and  also  sit  covered.  If  a 
member  comes  in  or  goes  out,  or  moves  from  one  part  of  the  chamber  to  another,  while  the 
House  is  sitting,  he  takes  off  his  hat,  and  bows  in  passing  the  Speaker,  who  bows  in  return. 
In  our  (the  American)  Assemblies,  the  members  and  officers  wear  their  ordinary  costumes 
and  with  scarcely  an  exception  sit  uncovered." 

References  are  few  to  the  wearing  of  hats  in  law  making  bodies  in  America,  but  one 
instance  is  cited  in  Felt's  Customs  of  New  England,"  p.  120,  as  follows:  "As  having  a 
partial  bearing  on  this  topic,  Edward  Randolph's  interview  with  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil of  Massachusetts  in  1676,  may  be  adduced:  'At the  beginning  of  the  reading  of  >'our 
Majesty's  letter,  the  whole  Council  being  co\-ered.  I  put  off  m\-  hat;  whereupon  three  of 
the  magistrates  took  off  tlicir  hats  and  sat  uncovered;  but  t!ie  Governor,  with  the  rest, 
continued  to  keep  their  hats  on;  neither  the  narrator  nor  the  subject  of  the  royal  conmiuni- 
tion  was  suited  to  produce  any  remarkable  signs  of  civility.'" 

On  this  subject  Prof.  J.  1'".  Jameson,  a  well  known  historian,  vvrites:  "In  the  first  \'olunie 
of  W.  W.  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large  of  Virginia,  you  will  find,  under  date  of  about  1658,  the 
rules  of  order  of  the  Virginian  House  of  Burgesses,  in  which  it  is  prescribed  that  members 
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Resolved  that  the  chairman  of  this  Com'^  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Honorable  Moses  Robinson  Esq""  of  his  being  elected  Governor  of  this 
state  for  the  year  ensuing  &  to  desire  his  attendance  to  the  business  of  his 
appointment — 

Resolved  that  Capt.  David  Robinson'  be  the  Messenger  from  his 
Excellency  Gov""  Chittenden  to  the  Hon^'^  Moses  Robinson  Esq'' 

The  Com'^  then  disolved 

attest  ROSL    HOPKINS     Clerk"— 

Resolved  that  a  Com'^  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  of 
thanks  to  the  late  Governor  for  his  past  services — Members  chosen  M' 
[Samuel]  Hitchcock,  M'  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  M""  N.  Smith,  M''  I.  Allen 
&  M^  [Elijah]  Paine— 

Resolved  that  one  member  from  each  County  be  appointed  a  Com'^ 
to  join  a  Com'^  from  the  Council  to  arrange  the  business  necessary  to 
be  attended  to  this  session  Members  chosen  M'  J.  Robinson,  M'  L. 
Chipman,  M'  S.  Chipman,  M'  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  M""  [Samuel]  Knights, 
Mr.  B.  Brown  &  M'  [Israel]  Morey — 

Resolved  that  a  Com*^*^  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
State  of  the  Treasury  &  make  Report  Members  chosen  M'  [Elijah] 
Paine,  M'  [Beriah]  Lomis  &  M""  L.  Hall— 

Resolved  that  one  member  from  each  County  be  a  Com'  to  receive 
the  grand  lists  from  the  several  towns — Members  chosen  M""  [Gideon] 
Brownson,  M""  [Nathaniel]  Ladd,  M""  [William  C]  Harrington,  M'^ 
[Benjamin]  Henry,  M^  [Abel]  Thompson  M'  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  &  M"^ 
[Thomas]  Johnson — 

Adjourned  until  2°Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M.— Oct^  9'*'  1789— 

A  petition  from  the  Administrators  of  the  estate  of  W"  Haight 
deceased  praying  to  be  empowered  by  law  to  dispose  of  apart  of  the  real 
estate*  of  the  said  William  being  read  &  evidence  introduced  &  heard 

1.  David  Robinson  was  a  brother  of  Governor  Moses  Robinson. 

2.  Probate  Judges  were  chosen  in  Vermont  as  early  as  1781,  but  the  Legislature  still 
assumed  the  authority  to  act  in  judicial  matters. 

addressing  the  chair  shall  rise  and  take  off  their  hats,  upon  which  Hening  says  in  a  foot- 
note, that  according  to  this  it  must  then  have  been  the  practice,  in  the  House  of  Burgesses, 
for  members  to  sit  with  their  hats  on,  as  was  done  in  the  British  House  of  Commons 
and  now  (1809)  in  the  Federal  House  of  Representatives  in  Washington,  though  the  prac- 
tice has  long  since  been  abandoned  in  the  Virginian  House  of  Delegates.  I  may  add  that 
my  father  told  me  when  he  first  visited  as  a  youth  the  gallery  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of 
Representatives  the  form  in  which  the  Speaker  put  the  question  was,  as  well  as  I  can  re- 
member it,  'They  that  be  in  the  affirmative  will  rise  and  stand  uncovered  until  their  num- 
ber is  counted',  a  form  implying  that  once  they  had  worn  their  hats,  though  in  the  time  of 
which  he  spoke  they  certainly  did  not  do  so,  though  they  preserved  the  old  form  of  words." 
The  Journals  of  the  Assembly  show  that  as  late  as  1802  the  rules  contained  a  provision 
permitting  members  to  wear  their  hats  during  the  session.  Apparently  this  rule  was  dis- 
carded in  1803. 


122  Assembly  Journal 

— Resolved  that  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted  and  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  enabling  the  Administrators  of  the  estate  of 
William  Haight  late  of  Vergennes  deceased  to  execute  a  deed  for  the 
premises  therein  mentioned,  was  read  &  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Council 
for  their  revision  &  concurrence — 

A  petition  from  the  selectmen  of  Hinsdale  [Vernon]  being  read  was 
refered  to  a  Com'*  of  three — Members  chosen  M""  [Thomas]  Johnson, 
M^  L.  Chipman  &  M'  [Joshua]  Wood— 

A  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Dorset  praying  permission  to  sell 
part  of  the  lands  of  W"  Lammon  represented  insane  was  read  &  refered 
to  a  Com'*  of  three — Members  chosen  M"^  [Joseph]  Hubbard,  M"^  L. 
Chipman  &  M""  [Luke]  Knoulton — 

A  petition  from  Gersham  Orvis  of  Hinsdale  was  read  and  dis- 
missed— 

A  petition  from  Harwich  [Mount  Tabor]  praying  relief  from  certain 
taxes  therein  mentioned  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com'*  of  three  to  state 
facts  &  make  report — Members  chosen  M*^  [John]  Weld,  M""  [Samuel] 
Lathrop  &  M"^  [William]  Bigelow — 

A  petition  from  Paul  Brigham'  Esq""  sheriff  of  Windsor  County 
showing  that  on  an  extent  he  received  certain  public  securities  which 
were  not  returned  into  the  treasury  within  the  term  prescribed  by  law 
for  them  to  be  received  by  the  Treasurer  was  read — and  after  debate. 
Resolved  that  a  Com'*  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  which 
shall  protract  the  time  for  receiving  the  public  securities  into  the  Treas- 
ury— Members  chosen  M""  L.  Chipman,  M*^  J.  Robinson  and  M''  [Elijah] 
Paine— 

The  Com'*  appointed  to  draft  an  address  of  thanks  to  the  late 
Governor  for  his  past  services  reported  an  address  which  being  read  was 
recommitted — 

Rules^  for  the  regulation  of  this  Assembly  being  reported  by  the 

1.  Paul  Brigham  was  born  at  Coventry,  Conn.,  Jan.  17,  1746.  He  served  in  the 
Colonial  militia  from  Corporal  to  Captain.  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  Continental  army  and 
served  under  General  Washington  in  the  battles  of  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  his  ser- 
vice in  the  American  Revolution  covering  a  period  of  three  years.  Later,  in  his  adopted 
State,  he  served  in  the  militia  in  every  grade  to  that  of  Major  General.  He  removed  to 
Norwich,  Vt.,  in  1781.  He  represented  Norwich  in  the  Vermont  Assembly  in  1783,  1786 
and  1791.  He  was  Assistant  Judge  of  Windsor  County  Court  from  1784  to  1787,  and 
1790  to  1796;  Sheriff  from  1787  to  1790;  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  Hartford  District,  1791- 
1792,  1793-1794  and  in  1801;  Judge  of  Windsor  County  Court,  1801-1802;  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Conventions  of  1793,  1814  and  1822;  member  of  the  Council,  1792- 
1796.  Lieutenant  Governor,  1796-1813  and  1815-1820.  He  held  the  office  of  Lieutenant 
Governor  far  longer  than  any  other  man  in  Vermont  history.  In  1797  he  presided 
ever  the  Council  during  the  illness  of  Governor  Chittenden,  and  following  Governor 
Chittenden's  death,  he  served  as  actingGovcrnor  from  Aug.  25,  1797  to  Oct.  16,  1797. 
As  a  Presidential  Elector,  in  1792,  he  voted  for  the  reelection  of  President  Washington. 
He  was  active  in  locating  the  State  Capital  at  Montpelier.  He  died  June  15,  1824, — 
Governor  and  Council  vol.  4,  pp.  21-22;  Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  6,  8,  23,  24, 
182,289,344,345,346,352. 

2.  For  previous  rules  of  the  Assembly  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  I, 
p.  78;  part  2,  pp.  II-12,  188-189;  P^rt  3,  pp.  171-172. 
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Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  were  read  &  agreed  to  and  are  as 
follows  viz — 

I*'  That  every  member  and  spectator  be  subject  to  the  rules  of 
the  House — 

2^  That  the  doors  of  the  House  be  open  to  all  spectators  who  be- 
have themselves  orderly  except  when  the  good  of  the  state  requires  the 
same  to  be  shut — 

3  <^  That  the  officers  of  the  House  attend  punctually  at  the  times  of 
adjournment  on  penalty  of  being  reduced  to  a  private  station — 

4*''  That  no  member  being  absent  at  roll  call  take  his  seat  without 
leave  of  the  House 

5'*^  Any  member  who  is  absent  after  roll  call  more  than  fifteen 
minutes  at  one  time  shall  be  subject  to  like  penalty — And  if  such  member 
continue  absent  for  one  day  or  more  be  liable  to  be  expelled  the  House — 

6''^  That  no  member  speak  in  the  House  without  leave  of  the 
speaker — And  that  no  person  speak  in  the  House  except  members  of 
the  Council  without  obtaining  leave  of  the  speaker  by  a  member  of  the 
House — 

7^*^  That  no  member  speak  more  than  twice  on  one  subject  with- 
out leave  of  the  House 

8^*^  That  no  member  make  any  nomination  until  such  nomina- 
tion be  called  for  by  the  speaker — And  that  the  speaker  put  every 
motion  to  vote  that  is  seconded  unless  withdrawn  or  objected  to — 

9^*^  That  no  member  who  is  in  the  minority  in  any  vote  or  resolu- 
tion determined  shall  move  for  reconsideration  thereof — 

10*'*  That  no  member  shall  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  any  vote 
or  resolution  after  the  same  has  been  declared  a  vote  by  the  Speaker 

11^^  That  when  the  yeas  and  nays  on  any  vote  or  resolution  be 
called  for  by  the  Speaker  every  member  present  shall  vote  or  excuse  him- 
self to  the  House — 

la^*'  That  whenever  his  Excellency  the  Governor  or  any  member 
of  the  Council  shall  appear  in  the  door  of  the  House,  such  appearance 
shall  be  announced  by  some  officer  of  the  House — ^And  that  all  business 
shall  cease  during  their  stay  in  the  House,  excepting  such  business  as 
they  may  bring  before  the  House — 

13'''  That  the  members  and  officers  of  the  house  have  leave  to 
have  their  heads  covered  except  in  the  presence  of  the  Governor  or 
Council  or  when  they  address  the  speaker — 

14*'^  That  no  act  or  law  pass  the  House  of  Assembly  within  twenty 
four  hours  from  the  first  reading — 

Resolved  that  the  foregoing  report  be  accepted  and  the  said  rules  be 
the  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  House  for  the  ensuing  year — 

A  memorial  of  the  town  of  Braintree  praying  for  a  tax  of  two  pence 
on  each  acre  of  land  in  said  Braintree,  public  rights  excepted,  for  making 
roads  &  bridges  in  said  town — was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Elijah] 
Paine,  N.  Smith  &    [Beriah]  Lomis — '■ 
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A  petition  from  the  town  of  Leicester  praying  an  abatement  upon  a 
two  fold  assessment  on  lands  &c.  was  read  and  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Maidstone  praying  to  be  relieved 
from  past  taxes  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Samuel]  Knights, 
[Luke]  Knoulton  and  L  Smith  to  state  facts  &  report — 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock — 

SATURDAY  October  10"^  1789— 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draft  an  address  of  thanks  to  the  late 
Governor  for  his  past  services  made  report,  which  was  read  &  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table — 

A  petition  from  Jesse  Leavenworth  praying  that  Aaron  Robinson 
may  be  appointed  instead  of  the  petitioner  to  superintend  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  tax  on  Deweysburgh'  being  read  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table— 

A  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Ludlow  praying  a  tax  of  one 
penny  per  acre  on  all  the  lands  in  said  Ludlow  public  rights  excepted  for 
the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c.  which  being  read,  was  refered  to  a 
Com'*  of  one  member  from  each  County  to  receive  this  and  other 
petitions  of  a  similar  nature  and  report  thereon — Members  chosen  M'' 
[Thomas]  Jewett,  M''  [Ephraim]  Carr,  M""  [Abel]  Thompson,  M""  L 
Allen,  M^  [Joshua]  Wood,  M""  [Daniel]  Heald  and  M""  [Thomas]  John- 
son— 

The  Com'*  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Dorset  report — That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which 
being  read  was  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly— 

The  Com'*  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Braintree  report — ^That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted —  which 
was  read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly 

A  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Orwell  praying  for  a  tax  of  two 
pence  per  acre  on  all  the  lands  in  said  town  for  making  roads  &c.  Also  a 
petition  from  Panton  praying  for  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land 
in  said  town  for  making  a  bridge  over  Dead  creek  in  said  town  &c.  were 
Read  &  refered  to  the  Road  tax  committee — 

A  petition  from  Pocock  praying  that  the  name  of  said  town  may  be 
altered  and  the  town  in  future  called  Bristol,  was  read  &  the  prayer  there- 
of granted — And  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Bromley  [Peru]  praying  for  a 
grant  of  said  town  to  them  and  others,  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com'* 
of  three  to  join  a  Com'*  from  Council  to  state  facts  &  report — Members 
chosen  Mess"  E.  Smith,  L  Smith  &  S.  Smith — 

A  bill    entitled.  An  act  in  addition    to  an  act  granting  a  tax  on 


I.     Deweysburgh,  granted  to  Capt.  Elijah  Dewey  and  fourteen  associates,  in  1782, 
was  annexed  to  Danville  and  Peacham  in  1810. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  286. 
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Corinth,  was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  tiie  table  for  a  second  reading — 

A  petition  from  Daniel  Ide  was  Read  &  withdrawn 

A  petition  from  Joshua  Cozins  stating  the  loss  of  a  certain  deed 
therein  described  and  praying  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to  make  good 
his  title  which  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  N.  Smith,  [Gideon]  Brown- 
son  &  [Beriah]  Lomis  to  state  facts  &  make  report — 

Resolved  that  Thursday  the  26*^^  day  of  November  next  be  observed 
as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  and  prayer  throughout  this  state  and 
that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  issue  his  proclama- 
tion accordingly 

Resolved  that  a  Com'*  of  five  to  join  a  Com'*  from  the  Council  be 
appointed  to  draft  an  address  to  the  president  of  the  United  States — 
Members  chosen  Mess"  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  [Jesse]  Leavenworth,  J. 
Robinson,  L  Smith  &  L.  Chipman — 

A  petition  from  Israel  Richardson  &  others  the  Com'*  for  building 
a  bridge  over  Waterqueeche  [Ottauquechee]  river  in  Woodstock  praying 
a  tax  to  complete  said  bridge,  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Calvin] 
Parkhurst,  [George]  Denison  and  [Elisha]  Burton — 

Resolved  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  join  this  House  in  Grand 
Com'*  to  agree  on  the  mode  of  appointing  County  officers — 

M"^  [John]  Shumway  moved  that  M*^  Cousins  might  have  leave  to 
with  draw  his  petition — which  was  granted — 

Resolved  that  a  Com'*  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  a  bill  directing 
the  manner  in  which  monies  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury — 
Members  chosen  Mess"  N.  Smith,  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  &  [Luke]  Knoul- 
ton — 

A  petition  from  Stephen  Hard  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Beriah] 
Lomis,  [Briant]  Brown  &  [Samuel]  Knights  to  state  facts  &  report — 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  settled  under  the  propriety 
of  Leicester  setting  forth  that  by  the  interference  of  town  lines  they  are 
taxed  for  the  same  property  in  that  town  and  in  the  town  of  Salisbury  & 
praying  relief  in  the  premises — was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

Resolved  that  this  House  join  in  Grand  Committee  with  the  Council 
at  this  time  for  the  purpose  of  devising  a  mode  for  appointing  County 
officers — 

"In  Grand  Com'*  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  to  devise  a  mode  for 
appointing  County  officers — 

His  Honor  Lieut.  Gov*^  Marsh  in  the  chair — 

Roswell  Hopkins  Clerk — 

Resolved  that  the  members  of  the  several  counties  make  their 
nomination  of  county  officers  and  report  to  this  Com'*  on  Wednesday 
next  at  the  opening  of  the  house  in  the  forenoon — 'And  also  that,  that 
time  be  assigned  to  elect  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — 

Adjourned  until  Wednesday  next  at  9  "Clock  A.  M. — 

Attest  ROSL   HOPKINS  Clerk— 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  business —        The  Com'*  to  whom 
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was  refered  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Harwich  [Mount  Tabor] 
-T— report — "That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted" — which  being  read 
was  recommitted — 

The  House  renewed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  from  sundry 
inhabitants  settled  under  the  proprietors  of  Leicester'  and  after  long 
debate — Resolved  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  refered  to  a  Com^* 
of  three  to  state  facts  &  make  report — members  chosen  Mess^"  [Ebene- 
zer]  Marvin,  [Israel]  Morey  &  S.  Chipman — 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  ten  oclock  in  the  morning — 

MONDAY  October  12^''  1789— 

The  credentials  of  M^  [Daniel]  Stannard  from  Georgia  in  the 
County  of  Chittenden  were  read  &  he  having  taken  and  subscribed  the 
oaths  and  test  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in 
this  House — 

Resolved  that  the  Auditor  of  accounts  be  requested  to  attend  this 
House  and  make  report — 

A  petition  from  Phinehas  Freeman  setting  forth  that  the  town  of 
Marlborough  was  overcharged  in  their  grand  list  for  the  year  1788  and 
praying  an  abatement  of  part  of  the  tax  on  said  list  was  read  &  refered  to 
Mess'*  [Arad]  Hunt,  [Gideon]  Ormsby  &  [Anthony]  Morse  to  state 
facts  &  report — 

The  Com**  on  the  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Hinsdale  report — 
"That  the  prayer  thereof  ought  not  to  be  granted"  which  was  read  & 
the  petition  dismissed — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two 
pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Corinth,  public  rights  excepted,  was  read  a 
second  time  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  Revision  & 
concurrence — 

A  petition  from  Killington*  praying  for  a  road  tax,  was  read  &  re- 
fered to  the  Com*^*  on  petitions  praying  for  a  land  tax  for  roads — 

M""  [Charles]  Perkins  moved  for  leave  of  absence  till  Wednesday 
next — Granted^ — 

A  petition  from  Georgia  &  one  from  Philadelphia  praying  for  a  road 
tax  were  read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Committee — 

The  Report  of  a  Com**  upon  sundry  petitions  for  the  establishment 
of  town  lines,  which  was  refered  from  the  last  Session,  being  read  &  de- 
bated was  not  accepted,  and 

Resolved  that  said  petitions  be  recommitted  to  Mess"  I.  Smith, 
[Ebenezer]  Marvin,  [Gamaliel]  Painter,  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  [Samuel] 
Knights,  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  and  [Thomas]  Johnson  to  join  a  Com** 


1.  Leicester  was  granted  by  Governor  Wentworth  of  New  Hampshire  in  1761. 
This  act  established  the  line  between  Leicester  and  Salisbury. — State  Papers  of  Vermont, 
vol.  2,  p.  314. 

2.  The  name  of  the  town  of  Killington  was  changed  to  Sherburne,  in  1800. — State 
Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  347. 
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from  Council— upon  motion  of  M'  N.  Smith — The  above  resolution  was 
reconsidered,  and — Resolved  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  requested 
to  attend  in  Grand  Com'^  upon  said  petitions  at  the  opening  of  the 
House  this  afternoon — 

The  Com*^  of  arrangement  report — 

i^^  That  enquiry  be  made  into  the  State  of  the  Treasury  and  pro- 
vision made  for  its  supply  if  necessary — 

2^  That  a  Com*^  be  appointed  to  consider  what  amendments  & 
alterations  are  necessary  in  the  present  statute  laws — 

3  '^  That  the  late  Agents  to  Congress  and  Governor  be  called  up- 
on to  lay  before  the  house  such  communications  as  they  may  have  re- 
ceived relative  to  our  situation  with  respect  to  the  national  government' 

4*^^  That  some  more  effectual  means  be  provided  for  the  collec- 
tion and  paying  into  the  public  Treasury  the  fines  &  forfeitures  that 
belong  to  the  state — • 

5^*^  That  some  mode  be  adopted  for  the  fixing  a  place  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  College^  in  this  state — 

6'^  That  some  more  ample  compensation  be  provided  for  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court" — which  report  was  read  &  accepted — 
'  Agreeable  to  order  M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor  Auditor  of  accounts  made 
report  to  the  House  from  which  it  appeared  that  by  the  Treasurers  books 
the  ballance  due  from  this  state  is  £4447-6-3 —     « 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  °Clock  P.  M.  Oct^  12'*'  1789— 

Resolved  that  the  i^'  article  in  the  arrangement  be  refered  to 
Mess"  J.  Robinson,  [Samuel]  Williams,  S.  Chipman,  [Samuel]  Hitch- 
cock, [Samuel]  Knights,  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  [Elijah]  &  Paine — 

Resolved  that  the  2^  article  of  arrangement  be  refered  to  Mess"  I. 
Smith,  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  [Gamaliel]  Painter,  N.  Smith  [Phinehas] 
Freeman,  [Elisha]  Burton  &  [Israel]  Morey  to  join  a  Com'*  from  Council. 

Ordered  that  M"^  [Elijah]  Paine  be  requested  to  wait  on  the  late 
Governor  and  Agents  to  Congress  agreeable  to  the  3  ^  article  of  arrange- 
ment— 

Resolved  that  4**^  article  of  arrangement  be  refered  to  a  Com'*  of 
three  to  join  a  Com'  from  Council  and  that  they  prepare  a  bill  for  ap- 
pointing an  Attorney  Gen'  for  the  state  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 


1.  The  adoption  of  the  national  Constitution  and  the  inauguration  of  the  national 
government  has  brought  about  a  new  set  of  conditions  relative  to  Vermont's  status. 
Letters  written  by  John  Kelly,  William  Blodgett  and  William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Governor 
Chittenden,  in  1788,  discussed  the  subject  of  Vermont's  admission  to  the  Union  from 
various  points  of  view.  The  desire  of  the  Southern  States  that  Kentucky  should  be 
•admitted  furnished  an  added  reason  for  "a  counterpoise  in  Vermont". — Governor  and 

Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  443-445-  .  ,  ,  ,     . 

2.  See  p.  15  for  a  petition  relating  to  the  establishment  of  a  college  presented  during 
the  session  of  1787. 
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said  article  Members  chosen  Mess"  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  [Samuel] — 
Hitchcock  and  [Beriah]  Lomis — 

The  5"'  article  of  arrangement  being  read  was  defered  for  further 
consideration — 

Resolved  that  Mess"  J.  Robinson,  L.  Chipman  [Abel]  Thompson, 
I.  Allen  [Joshua]  Wood  B.  Brown  and  [Seth]  Austin  be  a  Com'*'  to 
join  a  Com'  from  Council  to  take  under  consideration  the  6"^  article  of 
arrangement  &  make  report — 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Council  &  House  of  Assembly- 
joined  in  Grand  Committee  to  take  under  consideration  the  petitions 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  town  lines  which  were  refered  from  last 
session — 

His  honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  the  chair — 

Roswell  Hopkins  Clerk — 

A  petition  from  the  towns  of  Chittenden  and  Philadelphia  praying 
that  the  antient  lines  of  the  towns  of  Clarendon,  Rutland,  Pittsford, 
Brandon,  Chittenden  &  Philadelphia  may  be  established  &  confirmed, 
and  a  petition  from  Woodstock  praying  that  the  antient  line  between 
Woodstock  and  Pomphret  [Pomfret]  may  be  established  &c.  were  read — 
and  after  debate — The  question  was  put  whether  the  Committee  would 
recommend  to  the  General  Assembly  to  dismiss  the  above  petitions  and 
all  other  petitions  of  a  similar  nature  that  now  lie  before  the  house — It 
passed  in  the  affirmative — ^The  Com'^  then  disolved — 

attest  ROSL  HOPKINS  Clerk— 

The  House  having  formed,  took  under  consideration  the  report  of 
the  Grand  Com'^  and  the  same  being  read  was  accepted — And  there- 
upon— 

Ordered  that  said  petitions  be  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  the  town  of  Fairfax  praying  for  a  land  tax  for  roads 
was  read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Committee^ — 

The  petition  from  Brattleborough  stating  that  Justice  Warriner  of 
said  town  refused  to  take  nonsuits  against  one  Wells  who  had  no  Ally 
present  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Samuel]  Williams,  N.  Smith  & 
S.  Smith — Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

TUESDAY  October   13'"   1789— 

Resolved  that  a  Com'*  of  two  members  from  each  County  be  ap- 
pointed to  escort  the  Governor'  into  town — Members  chosen  Mess" 


I.  Moses  Robinson  was  elected  Governor  on  October  9,  and  Capt.  David  Robinson 
was  sent  as  a  messenger  to  notify  the  Governor-elect  that  his  presence  was  required  at 
Westminster.  There  had  been  no  election  by  the  people  and  the  Legislature  was  called 
upon  to  choose  a  Governor.  Roads  were  few  and  poor,  travel  was  slow  and  four  days  was 
not  an  unreasonable  period  for  Captain  Robinson's  trip  to  Bennington  and  for  the  neces- 
sary preparations  and  return  of  the  Governor-elect.     Meanwhile  the  Legislature  pro- 
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[Gideon]  Brownson,  [Gideon]  Ormsby,  [Ebenezer]  Alarvin,  E.  Smith, 
[Abel]  Thompson,  [GamaHel]  Painter,  I.  Allen,  N.  Smith,  [Luke]  Knoul- 
ton,  L.  Hall  [Calvin]  Parkhurst,  B.  Brown,  [Elijah]  Paine  &  [Israel] 
Morey — 

A  petition  from  Whiting  and  one  other  from  Leicester  praying  that 
each  of  said  towns  may  be  annexed  to  Rutland  County  were  Read  & 
refered  to  Mess"  J.  Robinson,  L  Allen,  [Abel]  Thompson,  [Joseph] 
Hubbard  &  [Ebenezer]  Marvin — 

A  petition  from  Leicester  praying  an  abatement  on  certain  taxes 
therein  mentioned  was  Read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Arad]  Hunt,  [Samuel] 
Benton  &  J.  Spafferd — 

A  petition  from  St.  Albans,  one  other  from  Lunenburgh,  one  from 
Hydes  park,  and  one  from  St.  George  praying  for  a  land  tax  for  roads  in 
each  town,  were  read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Com'^ — ■ 

A  petition  from  Amasa  Grout  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lunen- 
burgh praying  an  abatement  on  certain  taxes  therein  mentioned  was 
Read  &  refered  to  Mess"  L.  Chipman,  [Seth]  Austin  &  [Beriah]  Loomis 

A  petition  from  John  Scott  of  Newbury  entered  on  file  the  26*'' 
of  Oct^  ^7^7  praying  encouragement  to  home  manufactures  was 
read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Perez]  Deane,  [Samuel]  Williams  [Gamaliel] 
Painter,  [Joel]  W^oodworth,  [Joshua]  Wood,  [Elisha]  Burton  &  [Jesse] 
Leavenworth — 

A  petition  from  Abraham  Downer  praying  for  a  lottery  to  erect  a 
Brewery  &c.  was  Read  &  dismissed — 

M*^  [Chipman]  Swift  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  enabling  the 
Executors  of  the  late  Rev'd  Winslow  Packard  deceased  to  convey  to  the 
town  of  Wilmington  150  acres  of  the  ministerial  right  in  said  town 
agreeable  to  the  report  of  a  Com^^  made  &  accepted  in  June  1785 — 
Thereupon, 

Ordered  that  he  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  Pownall  praying  tliat  they  may  be  permitted 
to  form  a  company  of  Cavalry  in  said  town  with  the  privileges  of  other 
companies  of  cavalry  in  the  i^'  Brigade — was  read  &  refered  to  Mess" 
[Gideon]  Brownson,  J.  Robinson  &  [Seth]  Austin — 

Resolved  that  no  private  petitions  be  received  after  Friday  next — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2   °Clock  P.  M.— 
A  bill  entitled,  an  act  for  the  lengthening  the  time  now  prescribed 

ceeded  to  attend  to  the  regular  duties  of  the  session.  Lieutenant  Governor  Marsh  pre- 
sided at  a  joint  session  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  held  on  the  afternoon  of  October  12, 
which  indicates  that  Thomas  Chittenden  did  not  continue  in  office  until  his  successor 
qualified. — (See  p.  80).  That  he  did  not  leave  Westminster  immediately  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  on  the  afternoon  of  October  17,  Ex-Governor  Chittenden  appeared  before  the 
House  and  made  a  statement  relative  to  the"  letters  and  advices "  received  by  him"  touch- 
ing our  situation  with  the  Federal  Government." 
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by  Law  for  paying  public  securities  into  the  Treasury,  was  read  the  first 
time  &  ordered  to  iy  on  the  table — 

Resolved  that  the  above  order  be  reconsidered  and  that  said  bill  be 
recommitted — 

A  petition  from  Jon^  Child  Esq"'  praying  for  an  act  of  insolvency,  was 
read  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  whereas  Jonathan  Child  of  Williston  in  the  County 
of  Chittenden  has  prefered  his  petition  to  the  GeneralAssembly  of  the 
state  of  Vermont  praying  for  an  act  of  insolvency,  he  delivering  up 
bona  fide  all  his  estate  both  real  &  personal  for  the  use  of  his  creditors  and 
that  he  may  be  discharged  from  his  debts,  therefore,  Resolved  that  the 
said  petition  be  laid  over  to  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  and  that 
the  said  Jonathan  Child  be  free  from  all  arrests  at  the  suit  or  suits  of  his 
creditors  for  debts  already  contracted — And  that  he  at  his  own  expence 
publish  in  both  the  newspapers  printed  in  this  state  a  scire  facias  for 
his  creditors  to  appear  before  the  legislature  at  their  session  in  Ocf 
1790  to  shew  cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition 
should  not  be  granted — said  scire  facias  to  be  published  at  least  six 
weeks  successively  and  the  last  time  of  publication  to  be  at  least  two 
months  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  Ocf  next — 

The  Com*^^  to  whom  wasrefered  the  petition  from  Leicester  for  an 
abatement  of  taxes — Report  that  the  evidence  on  said  petitions  is  not 
conclusive,  and  therefore  that  the  collection  of  the  sum  mentioned  as 
overcharged  be  postponed  &  the  petition  refered  to  the  next  session — 
which  report  was  Read  &  accepted — 

A  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Orwell  praying  an  abatement  of 
taxes  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Thomas]  Johnson,  [  [Cephas]  Car- 
penter &  L.  Chipman — ■ 

A  petition  from  Guildhall  praying  to  be  relieved  from  a  doomage 
made  last  year  was  Read  &  dismissed — 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Stephen  Hard 
collector,  report,  that  the  facts  stated  in  said  petition  are  true  and  that 
in  our  opinion  the  prayer  ought  to  be  granted — which  was  Read  & 
accepted — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  enabling  Abigail  Packard  Adm''  on  the  estate 
of  WInslow  Packard  deceased  to  convey  150  acres  of  land  in  Wilming- 
ton to  assist  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Wilmington  in  the  settlement  of  a 
future  minister  was  Read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  a  second 
reading — 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

WEDNESDAY  Oct^  i^''^  1789— 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Grand  Com''=  met  according 
to  their  adjournment — ■ 

His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  requested  to  resign  his  seat  as 
chairman  of  the  Grand  Com'*  which  was  accepted — and. 
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His  Excellency  the  Governor  appointed  in  the  chair — 

The  members  for  Bennington  County  made  a  nomination  for 
County  officers  and  the  following  persons  were  elected  to  the  office* 
annexed  to  their  names — viz — 

The  Hon**'*  Sam'  Safferd  Esq""  chief  Judge  of  the  County  Court. 

Gideon  Olin  &  Gideon  Brownson  Esq"  side  Judges — 

David  Robinson  Esq""  Sheriff — 

Nath'  Brush  Esq"^  Judge  of  Probate  for  Bennington  District. 

Martin  Powell  Esq"^  Judge  of  Probate  for  Manchester  District — ■ 

— Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County — 
Bennington  Nath'  Brush,  Stamford  Perez  Deane,  Pownall  Thomas 
Jewett,  Eli  Noble  &  Amos  Potter,  Shaftsbury  Jonas  Galusha  and  Amos 
Huntington,  Arlington  Nathan  Canfield  &  Luther  Stone,  Sandgate 
Reuben  Thomas  &  Abner  Hurd,  Sunderland  Samuel  Bartlett,  Man- 
chester Martin  Powell  Enoch  Woodbridge  &  Timothy  Pearl — Dorset 
John  Shumway  &  Benj^  Baldwin,  Reuport  Israel  Smith  &  David  Shel- 
don— 

— Rutland   County — 

The  members  for  Rutland  County  made  a  nomination  for  County 
officers  and  the  following  persons  were  elected  to  the  offices  annexed  to 
their  names  respectively  viz — 

The  Hon'''^  Eben--  Marvin  Esq^  chief  Judge- 
Lemuel  Chipman  &  Simeon  Smith  Esq*"  side  Judges — 
Elisha  Clark  Esq""  Judge  of  Probate  for  Rutland  District — 
William  Ward  Esq"'  Judge  of  Probate  for  Fairhaven  District 
Jonathan  Bell  Esq''  Sheriff — 
— Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County — 
Pazvlet  Gideon  Adams,  Danby  Daniel  Sherman — Harwich  John  Stafferd — 
Wallingford  Abraham  Jackson  and  Joseph  Randall, —  Tinmouth  Darius 
Chipman,  Samuel  Mattocks,  &  Obadiah  Noble —  Middletown  Edmund 
Bigelow  &  Ephraim  Carr — Poultney  Thomas  Ashley  &  William  Ward — 
Ira  George  Sherman  Jun"" — Clarendon  Elihu  Smith,  Abel  Cooper,  Ezra 
Crarey  &  Increase  Moseley — Shrewsbury  Ichabod  Robinson — Rutland 
Samuel  Williams  &  Benj*  Whipple — Castleton  Brewster  Higley  &  Eli 
Cogswell, — Fairhaven,  Silas  Safford — Benson  Asahel  Smith — Hubbard- 
ton  John   Sillick — Pittsford  James   Ewing   &   Eben""   Drury — Brandon 
Hiram  Horton — Chittenden  Nath"  Ladd — Sudbury  John  Hall — Orwell 
Eben""  Wilson  &  William  Smith — PFells  Thomas  Lathrop  &  Sam'  Lath- 
rop — 

— Addison   County — 

The  members  for  Addison  County  made  a  nomination  of  County 
officers  for  said  County  and  the  following  persons  were  elected  to  the 
offices  annexed  to  their  names  respectively  viz — ■ 
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The  Hon '''  ^  John  Strong  Esq*^  chief  Judge 

Gam^  Painter  &  Abel  Thompson  Esq"  side  Judges 

The  Hon^'^  John  Strong  Esq*^  Judge  of  Probate  for  Addison  Dist- 


rict- 


John  Chipman  Esq''  Sheriff — 

— Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County — 
Shoreham  Ebenezer  Turrell — Bridport  Marshal  Smith — Addison  Zadock 
Everist — Panton  Peter  Ferris — Ferrisburgh  Abel  Thompson  &  Roswell 
Hopkins — Monkton  Samuel  Barnum — Vergennes  William  Brush — 
Newhaven  Elijah  Foot  &  Phinehas  Brown — Salisbury  Eleazer  Claghorn — 
Leicester  Thomas  Sawyer — Whiting  Ezra  Allen  Cornwall  William  Slade 
&  Samuel  Benton — Weybridge  Abel  Wright — Kingston- DsiVatX  King — 

— Chittenden  County — 

The  members  for  the  County  of  Chittenden  made  their  nomina- 
tion and  the  following  persons  were  elected  to  the  several  offices  an- 
nexed to  their  names — viz — 

The  hon'''^  John  Fasset  Esq"^  chief  Judge  of  the  County  Court — 
John  White  &  John  McNeil  Esq"  side  Judges- 
John  McNeil  Judge  of  Probate  for  Chittenden  district 
Noah  Chittenden  Esq*^  Sheriff — 

— Justices  of  the  Peace — 

Charlotte  Daniel  Horsford  &  Asahel  Strong — Shelburn  Timothy  Holli- 
bird  &  Sturges  Moorhouse — Burlington  Samuel  Lane  &  John  Knicker- 
baccor — Colchester  John  Stevens — Milton  Aaron  Matthews — Georgia 
Daniel  Stannard — St.  Albans  Silas  Hathaway — Hinesburgh  Lemuel 
Bostwick  &  Elisha  Barber — Williston  Jonathan  Spafford — Essex  Joel 
Woodworth  &  Timothy  Bliss — Jericho  Jonathan  Castle  &  Martin 
Chittenden — Cambridge  Amos  Fasset — Fairfax  Thomas  Russell — 
Two  heroes  Stephen  Pearl  &  Alexander  Gordon — Middlesex  Seth  Put- 
nam— Fairfield  Hubbel  Barlow — 

— Windham  County — 

The  members  for  Windham  County  made  a  nomination  for  County 
officers  &  the  following  persons  were  elected  to  the  several  offices  an- 
nexed to  their  names — viz — 

The  Hon'^''^  Luke  Knoulton  Esq'  chief  Judge  of  County  Court 

John  Bridgman  &  Benj'*  Burt  Esq"  side  Judges — 

Samuel  Fletcher  Esq'  Sheriff — ■ 

John  Bridgman  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  Marlborough  District — 

Noah  Sabin  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  Westminster  District — 
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— Justices  of  the  Peace — 

Hinsdale  Arad  Hunt — Hallifax  Benj^  Henry  &  (I  think  Hubbel  Wells) 
Hubbel  Barlow — Whitingham  James  Roberts — Wilmington  Jesse  Cook — 
Guildford  WWWsim.  Bigelow — Marlborough  Benj^  Olds  and  Phinehas  Free- 
man— Brattleborough  Samuel  Knights — Fulham  Alex"^  Kathan  &  Jason 
Duncan — Wardsboro  Asa  Whelock — Townshend  Joshua  Wood  &  Joseph 
Tyler — Putney  Noah  Sabin  Jun^  &  James  Hale — Westminster  Lott  Hall 
John  Session,  John  Tuttle,  and  John  Norton — Londonderry  Edward 
Aikin — Thomlinson  Charles  Perkins  &  Henry  Bond — Rockingham  John 
Lovell,  Jehiel  Webb  and  Elias  Olcott — Jamaica  Silas  Howard — Athens 
James  Shafter — 

— Windsor  County — 

The  members  for  the  County  of  Windsor  made  their  nomination  of 
Officers  for  said  County,  and  the  following  persons  were  elected  to  the 
offices  annexed  to  their  names  viz — 

The  Hon^'*  Joseph  Marsh  Esq^  Chief  Judge 

Elias  Weld  &  Elijah  Robinson  Esq^^  side  Judges — 

Paul  Brigham  Esq"^  Sheriff — 

Elijah   Robinson   Esq""  Judge  of  Probate  for  Windsor  District — 

John  Throop  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  Hartford  District 

— Justices  of  the  peace — 

Springfield  Simon  Stevens  &  Samuel  Cobb — Weathersfield  Waters 
Chilson  &  Joseph  Hubbard — Windsor  Thomas  Cooper,  Stephen  Jacob 
and  Briant  Brown — Hartland  Elias  Weld  and  Oliver  Gallup — Hartford 
Joshua  Hazen  Norwich  Elisha  Burton — Sharon  Joel  Marsh — Pomfret 
John  W.  Dana  and  John  Throop — Woodstock  Benjamin  Emmons  and 
Jabez  Cottle — Reading  John  Weld — Cavendish  Asaph  Fletcher  and 
Salmon  Dutton — Chester  Daniel  Heald  and  Timothy  Olcott — Andover 
Moses  Warner — Ludlow  Jesse  Fletcher — Bridgewater  John  Hawkins — 
Barnard  Joseph  Foster  and  Beriah  Green — Royalton  Abel  Stevens  & 
Comfort  Sever — Bethel  Mihael  Flynn  and  Nath'  Throop — Stockbridge 
Enoch  Emmerson — 

— Orange   County — 

The  Members  of  the  County  of  Orange  made  their  nomination  for 
County  officers  and  the  following  persons  were  elected  to  the  offices 
annexed  to  their  names  respectively  viz — 

The  Hon^'^  Jacob  Bayley  chief  Judge  of  County  Court — 

Israel  Smith  &  Alex'  Harvey  Esq'^  side  Judges — 

Fry  Bayley  Esq'  Sheriff — 
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Timothy  Bartholomew  Esq'  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of 
Thetford— 

Jacob  Kent  Esq*^  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Newbury — 
Elijah  Paine  Esq"^  Judge  of  Probate  for  Randolph  District 
The  Com'*  then  adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — 

attest  ROSL  HOPKINS  Clerk— 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — 


2  °Clock  P.  M.— 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  calling  in  the  public 
securities  of  this  state,  was  Read  and  after  some  debate  was  amended  & 
accepted  and  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  Revision  &  concurrence 
&c.— 

The  Grand  Committee  met  agreeable  to  their  adjournment  and 
proceeded  to  elect  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  chief  Judge  of  said  Court. 

The  Hon^'*  Nath'  Chipman  Esq''  was  elected — 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  side  Judges 

The  Hon'''*  Noah  Smith  and  Samuel  Knights  Esq"  were  elected — 

Justices  of  the  peace  elected  for  the  County  of  Orange  Thetford 
Beriah  Lomis  and  Timothy  Bartholomew — Strafferd  Alexander  Pen- 
nock — Tunhridge  Alexander  Stedman  and  Seth  Austin — Randolph 
Israel  Converse  &  James  Steele,  Braintree  Joseph  French — Fairlee 
Israel  Morey  and  Jedidiah  P.  Buckingham,  Fershire  William  Maltbie 
and  Simeon  Morey — Chelsea  Samuel  Huntington — Brookfield  Timothy 
Cowles  and  Moses  Hubbard — Corinth  Samuel  Hazelton — Williamston 
Cornelius  Lynde  &  Elijah  Paine — Barnet  Walter  Brock — Peacham 
William  Chamberlaine — Newbury  Jacob  Kent  and  Thomas  Johnson — 
Ryegate  Josiah  Page  Danville  Abraham  Morill —  St.  Johnsbury  Jonathan 
Arnold — Lunenburgh  Amasa  Grout — Guildhall  Benoni  Cutler — Maid' 
stone  David  Gaskill — Lemington  Eben  W.  Judd — Bradford  Ashur 
Chamberlain — 

The  Com'*  then  disolved — 

attest  ROSL  HOPKINS  Clerk— 


Resolved  that  the  the  opening  of  the  House  to  morrow  morning  the 
House  attend  to  the  fifth  article  in  the  arrange  [ment]  and  that  the 
Governor  and  Council  be  requested  to  join  in  Grand  Committee  for  that 
purpose — 
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A  petition  from  the  Administrators  of  Stephen  Lawrence' deceased 
praying  for  permission  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  them  to  dispose  of 
certain  lands  therein  mentioned  was  read  &  refered  to  a  com'*  of  five 
to  state  facts  &  make  Report — Members  chosen  Mess"  I.  Smith  N. 
Smith,  B.  Brown,  L.  Hall  &  [Samuel]  Knights — 

A  petition  from  Jesse  Leavenworth  praying  that  Aaron  Robinson 
may  be  added  to  the  Com'*  appointed  to  appropriate  the  monies  raised 
by  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  Hardwick  for  cutting 
roads  in  said  town  &c.  was  read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted — And 
leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  Martin  Kinsley  and  wife  praying  for  permission 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  destroy  an  entail  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess'^  [Luke] 
Knoulton,  [Samuel]  Knights  &  L  Smith — 

His  honor  the  late  Governor  came  into  the  House  and  communi- 
cated such  letters  &  advices  as  he  had  received  from  abroad  touching 
our  situation  with  the  Federal  government  of  the  United  States — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Selectmen  of 
Dorset  to  sell  a  part  of  the  estate  of  William  Lammon  represented  in- 
sane was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

A  petition  from  Benajah  Child  of  Pomfret  praying  an  act  of  In- 
solvency was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Israel]  Converse  [Ebenezer] 
Marvin  &  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council — 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Hubbard  of  Weathersfield  praying  for  a 
lottery  to  build  a  malthouse  &  brewery,  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess" 
[Jotham]  White,  L.  Chipman  &  [Elisha]  Burton — 

A  petition  from  Jonathan  Gilmore  &  George  Moore  praying  a  new 
trial  in  an  action  of  ejectment  which  was  brought  in  an  Addison  County 
was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof  granted  &  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  that  purpose — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  granting  a  tax  on  Corinth — An 
Act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  calling  in  the  public  securities  of  this  state — 
And 

An  act  enabling  the  administrators  of  the  estate  of  William  Haight 
deceased  to  convey  certain  lands  therein  mentioned —  which  being 
read  were  passed  into  Laws  of  this  state — 

The  Com'*  on  the  petition  of  Col°  Freeman  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Marlborough  report — "That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  so 
far  granted  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Marl- 
borough   £8-4" — which  being  Read  was  accepted — And, 


I.  Stephen  Lawrence  of  Sheffield,  Mass.,  in  November,  1774,  bought  of  Remember 
Baker  a  lot  on  the  Winooski  River,  in  Burlington.  In  1783  he  removed  to  Burlington, 
being  the  first  man,  it  is  said  to  bring  his  family  into  town  that  year,  following  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  Selectmen,  the 
first  Treasurer,  one  of  the  first  Listers  and  one  of  the  first  to  hold  the  office  of  Surveyor  of 
Highways. — Thompson's  Gazetteer  of  Vermont,  part  3,  p.  37;  Hemenway's  Vermont 
Gazetteer,  vol.  i,  pp.  491,  493. 


136  Assembly  Journal 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Marlboro,  on  the  tax  for  the  year  1788  the  sum  of  Eight  pounds 
four    shillings 

The  bill  for  enabling  Abigail  Packard  to  convey  part  of  the  minis- 
terial right  in  Wilmington  to  the  Selectmen  of  said  town,  was  read  a 
second  time  &  not  accepted — 

The  Com'*  on  the  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  settled  under 
the  proprietors  of  Leicester  report,  "That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer 
ought  to  be  granted"^ — which  being  read  was  accepted  and  leave  given 
for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Rutland  setting  forth  that  one 
John  Johnson  a  transient  person  had  fallen  sick  in  said  town  and  conse- 
quently put  the  town  to  such  cost  as  he  could  not  pay,  and  said  Johnson 
having  no  residence — The  petitioners  pray  the  state  to  pay  the  expence, 
being   Read 

Resolved  that  a  Com'*  of  three  be  appointed  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  during  the  present  session  to  examine  and  pass  accounts 
against  the  state  and  draw  orders  on  the  Treasurer  for  ballances  due 
who  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same— Members  chosen  M^  N.  Smith, 
M'  [Elijah]  Paine  and  M'  [Phinehas]  Freeman — 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 


THURSDAY  Oct^  15^''  1789— 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  joined  in  Grand  Com*' 
with  the  Governor  &  Council  to  take  under  consideration  the  5th  article 
in    the    arrangement — 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council  and  House  of  Assembly 
having  formed  into  a  Grand  Committee  to  take  under  consideration  the 
5"^  article  in  the  arrangement  of  business — 

His  Excellency  in  the  chair — 

Roswell  Hopkins  Clerk — 

Col°  Ira  Allen  presented  a  memorial  with  a  number  of  Subscrip- 
tions annexed  subscribing  the  sum  of  £5643-12-0 — praying  that  a 
College  may  be  erected  in  Burlington  in  the  County  of  Chittenden — 
said  subscriptions  to  be  laid  out  for  the  benefit  of  said  College — which 
being  read — 

Resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislature  to  appoint  a 
Com**  to  draft  a  plan  for  a  constitution  and  government  of  a  College  to 
be  established  in  this  state  and  make  report  as  soon  as  may  be — 

Resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislature  to  take 
measures  for  perfixing  on  the  place  for  erecting  a  College  during  the  pre- 
sent  session — 

The  Com'*  then  disolved 

attest  ROSL  HOPKINS  Clerk 
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The  House  then  proceeded  to  take  under  consideration  said  Report 
of  Grand  Com''  which  being  Read, 

Resolved  that  the  said  Report  be  accepted — 
Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M.— Oct^  IS'*'  1789— 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  consisting  of  two  members  from  each 
County  be  appointed  to  nominate  a  Committee  to  draft  a  Constitution 
for  a  College  agreeable  to  the  i^'  article  in  the  Report  of  the  Grand 
Committee — 

The  House  then  took  under  consideration  the  second  article  in  said 
Report,  and  after  long  debate, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  receive  absolute  do- 
nations and  particular  subscriptions  for  a  College  and  make  report  to  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislature — 

Resolved  that  the  Com''  appointed  to  nominate  a  Com''  for  draft- 
ing a  Constitution  for  a  College  nominate  a  Com"  to  receive  donations 
&  particular  subscriptions  for  a  College — which  Com"  are  Mess"  I. 
Smith,  Speaker,  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  [Samuel]  William  [s]  [Zadock]  Everist, 
S.  Chipman,  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  [Ira]  Allen,  [Luke]  Knoulton,  [Samuel] 
Knights,  [Elisha]  Burton  [Calvin]  Parkhurst,  [Elijah]  Paine  and  [Thom- 
as] Johnson — 

The  Com"  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  for  raising  a  Company 
of  Cavalry  in  the  town  of  Pownall — Report — "that  the  prayer  of  said 
petition  ought  to  be  granted" — which  report  was  read  &  accepted  and 
leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

M"^  [Jesse]  Leavenworth  with  leave  brought  in  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  proprietors  meetings,  which  was  read  the  first  time, 

A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Newhaven  Gore'  praying  for  a 
tax  to  make  roads  &c.  was  Read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Com" — 

The  Com"  appointed  on  the  6""  article  in  the  arrangements  Re- 
port— "That  the  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  four  dollars 
per  day  while  on  the  circuits — And  the  side  Judges  one  pound  per  day 
each  while  on  the  circuits  and  the  perquisite — 'which  report  was  read  & 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

A  petition  from  sundry  persons  praying  for  a  lottery  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  the  roads  through  Cavendish  Ludlow  and  Jacksons  Gore 
was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Samuel]  Williams  [Israel]  Converse  & 
[Abraham]  Jackson  to  join  a  Com"  from  Council — 

A  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Westfield  was  Read  and  refered 
to  a  Com"  of  one  member  from  each  County  to  join  a  Com"  from  Coun- 
cil— Members  chosen  Mess"  J.  Robinson,  L.  Chipman  [Abel]  Wright, 
I.  Allen,  [Samuel]  Knights,  [Asaph]  Fletcher  &  [Thomas]  Johnson — 


I.  New  Haven  Gore,  bounded  west  by  Ferrisburg,  north  by  Monkton,  east  by  Bris- 
tol and  south  by  New  Haven,  was  annexed  to  New  Haven,  Oct.  2,  1790. — State  Papers  of 
Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  328. 
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The  Com**'  appointed  to  nominate  a  Com*^  to  draft  a  Constitution 
for  a  College — Report — That  Nathaniel  Chipman  Israel  Smith,  Elijah 
Paine,  Samuel  Hitchcock  and  Stephen  Jacob  Esquires  be  a  Com*^*^  to 
join  a  Com*^  from  Council  for  the  above  purpose — which  report  being 
read  was  accepted — said  Committee  also  reported — That  Gideon  Olin, 
Samuel  Williams,  Gamaliel  Painter,  Ira  Allen,  Luke  Knoulton,  Calvin 
Parkhurst  and  Elijah  Paine  Esquires  be  a  Com'^  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  absolute  donations  and  particular  subscriptions  for  the  use  of 
a  College — which  was  read  &  Accepted — 

A  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Mansfield^  was  read  &  refered  to 
a  Com**  of  five — Members  chosen  Mess"  S.  Cutler,  [Elijah]  Paine, 
[Thomas]  Johnson,  [Arad]  Hunt  &  [Beriah]  Lomis — 

Ordered  that  M"^  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  desire  the  Agents  to  Congress 
to  attend  the  House  to  morrow  morning  &  report  their  doings — 

The  bill  entitled.  An  act  enabling  the  Selectmen  of  Dorset  to  sell 
part  of  the  real  estate  of  William  Lammon  of  said  Dorset  represented 
insane,  was  read  the  second  time  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Council  for  re- 
vision &  concurrence  &c, 

A  petition  from  the  town  of  Bradford  praying  for  a  land  tax  to 
make  and  repair  roads  &c.  was  read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Com'* — 

The  Com'*  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Hardwick — 
Report — "That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be  granted —  which 
was  read,  accepted  and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  according- 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

FRIDAY  Oct^  16"^  1789— 

Agreeable  to  order  The  late  Agents  to  Congress  verbally  re- 
ported their  proceedings  in  the  business  of  their  mission — And  showed 
the  present  situation  of  this  state  as  it  relates  to  an  admission  into  the 
Federal  Government  and  also  delivered  several  papers  relative  to  the 
above  business — 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk  vice  Stephen 
Jacob  Esq*^  resigned — The  ballots  being  taken 

Levis  [Lewis]  R.  Morris^  was  elected  and  sworn — 


1.  All  the  members  of  this  committee  were  college  graduates  Messrs.  Chipman, 
Smith  and  Jacob  had  graduated  from  Yale  and  Messrs,  Paine  and  Hitchcock  from  Har- 
vard-Crockett's History  of  Vermont,  Vol.  5,  pp.  30,  32,  70,  75 

2.  Mansfield  was  a  New  Hampshire  grant  of  the  usual  area,  23,040  acres,  in  which 
Mt.  Mansfield  was  located.  A  part  was  annexed  to  Underhill  in  1839  and  a  part  to  Stowe 
in  1848. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  319. 

3.  Lewis  R.  Morris  was  born  in  New  York,  Nov.  2,  1760.  He  was  a  son  of  Chief 
Justice  Richard  Morris  and  a  nephew  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  a  statesmen  of  national  re- 
putation. He  entered  the  American  army  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  and  served  as 
aide  to  Generals  Schuyler  and  Clinton.  During  the  period  of  the  Confederation  he  served 
under  Robert  Livingston  as  first  secretary  in  the  office  of  Foreign  Affairs.  He  came  to 
Vermont  in  1786,  cleared  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Connecticut  valley,  in  the  town  of  Spring- 
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A  petition  from  Col*'  Joseph  Fay  praying  (for  certain  reasons 
therein  mentioned)  to  pay  one  half  of  the  granting  fees  now  due  on  the 
township  of  Huntsburgh  [Franklin]  in  hard  money  orders  was  read  and 
refered  to  a  Com*^*  of  three  to  state  facts  &  make  report — Members 
chosen  Mess"  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  [Beriah]  Lomis  and  [Luke]  Knoulton — 

Ordered  that  the  Com^^  on  the  petition  from  Mansfield  join  a 
Com**  from  Council — 

A  petition  from  Ebenezer  Marvin  Esq"^  praying  a  grant  of  lands 
therein  described  was  read  and  refered  to  the  Com*' on  the  petition  from 
Westfield — 

The  report  of  the  Com*'  on  the  6**^  article  in  the  arrangement  was 
again  taken  under  consideration  and  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
until  to  morrow  morning — 

The  Com*'  on  the  petition  from  Benajah  Child  Report — That 
in  their  opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which  being 
read — Ordered  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accord- 
ingly— 

On  motion  of  M"^  J.  Robinson — Ordered  that  this  afternoon  be  as- 
signed for  appointing  Commissioners  to  treat  with  the  state  of  New 
York— 

A  petition  from  Elias  Buel  praying  for  a  grant  of  certain  lands 
therein  described  was  read  &  refered  to  the  Com*'  on  the  petition  from 
Westfield — 

The  Com*'  on  the  petition  from  Stephen  &  Mary  Lawrence — 
Report — That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — 
which  being  Read  was  accepted  &  leave  given  the  petitioners  to  bring 
in  a  bill  accordingly — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  enabling  Stephen  and  Mary  Lawrence  Ad- 
ministrators on  the  estate  of  Stephen  Lawrence  deceased  to  convey 
certain  lands  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  first  time — 

The  Com* '  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Levi  Smith  &  others 
— Report — That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  not  to  be 


field,  and  erected  a  handsome  residence.  He  was  Clerk  of  Windsor  County  Court,  1789- 
1796;  Judge  of  Windsor  County  Court,  1796-1797;  Vermont's  first  United  States  Marshal, 
holding  the  office  from  1791  to  1801  and  supervising  the  taking  of  the  first  census;  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  1790-1791;  member  of  the  Legislature,  1795-1796,  1803, 
1805-1806,  1808  and  Speaker  in  1795  and  1796;  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1793  and  its  secretary;  member  of  Congress,  1797-1803.  He  was  one  of  a  group  active  in 
bringing  about  negotiations  with  New  York  resulting  in  settling  the  long  standing  con- 
troversy between  that  State  and  Vermont.  He  was  designated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
as  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  necessary  acts  of  Congress  ad- 
mitting Vermont  to  the  Union.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Convention  that  ratified  the 
United  States  Constitution.  When  the  presidential  election  was  thrown  into  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  1800,  Morris  was  one  of  a  group  of  Federalist  members  who  cast 
blank  ballots,  permitting  the  election  of  Thomas  Jefferson  over  Aaron  Burr.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  for  the  location  of  a  State  Capital,  which  recommended  Mont- 
pelier.  He  was  a  Major-General  of  Militia  in  the  War  of  i8i2.  He  died  Dec.  9,  1825. — 
Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  546-547. 
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granted — which  being  read  was  accepted  and  said  petition  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  M''  Isaac  Lyman  in  behalf  of  his  Constitutents 
praying  that  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  Whitingham 
for  roads  &c.  was  Read  and  refered  to  the  Land  tax  Com'* — 

The  Com'*  on  the  petition  from  Ludlow — Report — That  in  their 
opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which  was  Read,  ac- 
cepted &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Com'*  on  the  petition  from  Joseph  Hubbard  praying  for  a 
lottery — Report — That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be 
granted — 'which  was  Read,  accepted  and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  John  Fasset  Jun"^  Esq""  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Cambridge  praying  an  abatement  of  taxes  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess" 
[Arthur]  Chamberlain,  [James]  Brookings  &  [Israel]  Converse — 

A  petition  from  John  &  Amos  Faset  praying  for  a  tax  of  two  pence 
on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  township  of  Fletcher  for  making  roads  &c. 
was  read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Com'* — 

The  Com'*  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  Whitingham  re- 
ported— That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be  granted —  which 
was  read  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wolcot  also  a  petition  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Peacham  Barnet  &c.  praying  that  Marshfield 
might  be  taxed  also  a  petition  from  Elijah  Paine  Esq"^  in  behalf  of  the 
proprietors  of  Roxbury — also  a  petition  from  Johnson  all  praying  for  a 
tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  each  respective  town,  were 
read  &  refered  to  the  Com'*  appointed  on  similar  petitions,  except- 
ing the  petition  of  M""  [Elijah]  Paine  which  was  granted  &  leave  given 
for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Committees  to  whom  were  refered  the  petitions  of  the  Select- 
men of  Orwell,  from  the  inhabitants  of  Fairfax,  from  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Albans  brought  in  their  reports  that  the  prayers  of  each  petition 
ought  to  be  granted — which  being  read  were  accepted  and  leave  given 
for  bills  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

On  motion  of  Maj'^  [Jon*  than]  Robinson 

Ordered  that  a  Com'*  of  three  be  appointed  to  return  thanks  to 
Col°  Freeman  and  the  officers  &  soldiers  under  his  command  for  their 
military  conduct  on  the  day  of  election — Members  chosen  Mess""'  J. 
Robinson  [James]  Brookings  &  [Samuel]  Hitchcock — 

A  petition  from  Lewis  R.  Morris  in  behalf  of  Richard  Morris  pray- 
ing abatement  on  a  certain  tax  therein  mentioned  was  read  &  refered 
to  Mess"  E.  Smith  [Joseph]  Hubbard  &  [Israel]  Converse — 

Adjourned  to  2   "Clock  afternoon — 

—2  "Clock  P.  M.— 
A  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  laying  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the 
lands  in  Ludlow  for  making  &  repairing  roads  &c.  was  read  &  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table — 
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Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  state  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed 
to  credit  the  town  of  Orwell  the  sum  of  £-1017-2  on  the  six  penny  tax 
granted    by   the    legislature — 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  appointment  of  Com- 
missioners to  treat  with  the  state  of  New  York, — 

On  motion  of  M""  [Samuel]  Hitchcock, 

Ordered  that  his  Excellency  &  Council  be  requested  to  join  in 
grand  committee  on  the  business  of  appointing  commissioners  to  treat 
with  the  state  of  New  York — 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  from  St.  George — 
Report — ^That  in  their  opinion  the  further  consideration  of  the  said 
petition  be  refered  to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly — which 
was  read  &  accepted  &  said  petition  refered  accordingly — 

Resolved  that  this  House  join  his  Excellency  &  the  council  in  grand 
committee  on  the  business  of  appointing  commissioners  to  treat  with 
the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  of  New  York — 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  &  Council  having  joined  with  the 
General  Assembly  in  Grand  Committee  for  the  above  purpose — 

"His  Excellency  in  the  chair — Roswell  Hopkins  Clerk — 

"An  act  entitled.  An  act  appointing  Commissioners  with  power  to 
declare  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  of  New  York,  that  a 
certain  territory  within  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  should  be  formed  or 
erected  into  a  new  state,"  passed  July  15'^  1789  was  read — 

"The  question  being  put  whether  this  Committee  would  recommend 
to  the  legislature  to  appoint  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  state  of  New  York'  agreeable  to  said  act — It  passed  in  the 
affirmative — 

''^Resolved  that  a  sub-committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
bill  appointing  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  the  state  of  New  York  pointing  out  their  duty  &  defining  their 
powers  and  lay  the  same  before  this  committee — Members  chosen 
Mess"  I.  Smith  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  N.  Smith,  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  [Elijah] 
Paine,  [Samuel]  Knights  &  [Gideon]  Olin — 

"Resolved  that  this  Com**  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  choose 
seven  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  treating  with  the  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  the  state  of  New  York — 

"The  Grand  Committee  then  adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning 
8  °aock,  attest,  ROS^  HOPKINS  Clerk"— 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  business — 

M""  [Jotham]  White  moved  for  leave  of  absence  until  Monday 
next — Granted — 

A  petition  from  Henry  Moore  &  John  Taplin  was  read  &  refered 
t®  a  committee  of  five  to  join  a  Com"  from  Council — Members  Mess''* 


I.     For  a  memorial  of  John  Jay  and  sixty-five  others,  dated  Feb.  13,  1789,  favoring 
the  admission  of  Vermont  to  the  Union,  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  447-463. 
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Speaker,  [John]  Shumway,  [Thomas]  Johnson  [Beriah]  Lomis  &  [Samuel] 
Williams — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  suspension  of  all  actions  at  law 
now  pending  against  Benajah  Child  was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  a  second  reading — 

The  Com'^  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  against  Justice  Warri- 
ner — Report — That  the  allegations  are  not  supported  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  require  further  investigation — which  was  read  accepted  &  said 
petition  dismissed — 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

SATURDAY  October   i;'*"    1789— 

M^  Amos  Mansfield  a  representative  from  Milton  for  the  present 
year  produced  his  credentials,  which  being  read  &  approved,  &  he  having 
taken  &  signed  the  necessary  oaths  &  test  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  this 
House — 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  take  under  consideration  the  draft 
of  an  address  to  his  Honor  the  late  Governor — And  the  yeas  &  nays 
being  called  for  by  M'^  [Cephas]  Carpenter  are  as  follows  viz — 


Yeas 

Nays 

M^    Brownson 

Parkhurst 

E.  Allen 

M^  White 

M^  Shumway 

Throop 

Sawyer 

A.  Smith 

M*^   Deane 

Chamberlain 

Brown 

Heald 

Clark 

Lomis 

Hard 

Rogers 

Jewett 

Paine 

Ferris 

Hawkins 

Hall 

Leavenworth 

Everist 

Emerson 

Cutler 

Pennock 

Benton 

Johnson 

Knoulton 

Grout 

Thompson 

Cross 

Wheelock 

Converse 

Painter 

Peters 

Bigelow 

Sleeman 

Barnum 

Carpenter 

Perkins 

A.  Lyman 

McNeil 

Stannard 

Hayward 

Gaskill 

Harrington 

L  Smith 

Henry 

Austin 

Hitchcock 

Swift 

B.  Cutler 

Fasset 

Elmer 

Ladd 

N.  Smith 

Aikin 

S.  Smith 

Hathaway 

Lyman 

A.  Smith 

Bostwik 

Hubbard 

Carr 

Woodworth 

B.  Brown 

J.  Robinson 

J.  SpafFerd 

Denison 

Jackson 

N.  Spafferd 

Marsh 

E.  Smith 

Mansfield 

Burton 

Hopkins 

Ormsby 

Morse 

Lathrop 

T.  Jewett 

Cottle 

Wilson 

Wood- 

Weld 

Brookings 

Foster 

Hall 
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So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  Therefore  Ordered  that  the  following 
address  be  forwarded  to  his  honor  the  late  Governor — viz — 

"to  the  Honorable  Thomas  Chittenden'  Esq"^ 

"Sir,  On  your  exit  from  the  important  office  of  Governor  which 
you  have  so  long  held  by  the  united  suffrages  of  the  people  of  this  state 
the  representatives  in  General  Assembly  met  beg  leave  to  address  you 
and  publickly  demonstrate  the  satisfaction  they  feel  in  your  late  ad- 
ministration— The  citizens  of  Vermont  must  contemplate  with  pleasure 
your  early  and  reiterated  endeavours  to  establish  and  maintain  the 
existance  and  welfare  of  this  government — And  at  the  same  time  feel  a 
grateful  sense  of  the  many  and  good  services  you  have  rendered  them 
as  the  supporter,  guardian  &  protector  of  their  civil  liberties 

"The  representatives  of  the  people  of  Vermont  upon  this  occasion 
request  your  honor  to  accept  for  your  past  services  all  that  a  noble  & 
generous  mind  can  give  or  wish  to  receive  their  gratitude  and  warmest 
thanks — And  it  is  their  earnest  wish  that  in  your  advanced  age  and  re- 
tirement from  the  arduous  task  of  public  life  you  may  enjoy  all  the 
blessings  of  domestic  ease — I  am  may  it  please  your  Honor  (by  order  & 
in  behalf  of  the  House)  with  the  greatest  respect  your  most  obedient 
humble   servant 

GIDEON  OLIN   Speaker" 

The  grand  Com'^  met  agreeable  to  adjournment  when  the  sub- 
Com"  delivered  in  at  the  table  a  draft  of  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  ap- 
pointing Commissioners  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned" — 'which 
was  read  &  the  question  put,  whether  this  Com^  accept  the  said  bill  & 
recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  pass  the  same  into  a  law  of  this  state — 
It  passed  in  the  affirmative — The  Com'^  then  disolved 

attest  ROSL   HOPKINS   Clerk— 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  business — 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Com^*  was  read — Resolved  that  the  same 
be  accepted — 

M''  [Asaph]  Fletcher  moved  for  leave  of  absence  till  Tuesday  next — 
Granted — 

A  bill  entitled.  An  act  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  county 
courts  in  the  counties  of  Bennington  &  Chittenden,  was  read  &  ordered 
a  second  reading — 

Resolved  that  this  House  request  Col°  Freeman  &  the  officers  & 
soldiers  under  his  command  on  Thursday  the  8'^  Instant  to  accept  their 
sincere  thanks  for  their  martial  appearance,  good  order  &  military  per- 
formance on  that  day — 


I.  The  tone  of  the  address  differs  materially  from  a  bill  passed  during  the  preceding 
session — -p.  142,  severely  criticising  the  Governor  for  issuing  to  Ira  Allen  a  charter  for  the 
town  of  Woodbridge. 
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The  Com"=  on  the  petition  from  Stephen  Hard  collector  of  Salis- 
bury Report — That  the  facts  set  forth  in  said  petition  are  well  grounded 
&  that  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which  was  read  &  ac- 
cepted &  Thereupon 

Resolved  that  the  Collector  for  the  town  of  Salisbury  be  &  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  credit  the  following  persons  the  several  sums  an- 
nexed to  their  names  on  the  state  tax  granted  by  the  Legislature  in  Ocf 
1788  of  five  pence  on  the  pound  viz  Job  Brittal  3/4  John  Fife  5/1 1 
Henry  Chamberlain  /6  3/4  Calvin  Chamberlain  6/8,  Hines  Chamber- 
lain 2/6  Jeremiah  Parker  5/10  3/4  William  Pratt  6/7-I,  Abel  John- 
son 3/7  John  Barker  9/2  Benjamin  Garfield  9/7  W"Kindal  7/3^  M"" 
Bayley  3/4  Samuel  Adams  4/4^,  Eli  Brown  4/7,  Penuel  Stevens  3/4 
Thom^  Stevens  3/1^  Sarah  Holman  10''  John  Holman  4/2  Salmon 
Warner  3/4  Daniel  Warner  3/4  Jesse  Bigelow  2/6  Solomon  Bigelow 
5/10  Moses  Knap  8/2i  Sol°  Story  5/— 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
collector  of  the  town  of  Salisbury  on  the  5^^  tax  granted  for  the  year  1788 
the  sum  of  £5-1 8-0^ — 

Resolved  that  the  House  proceed  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  the  bill 
entitled,  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  commissioners  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned — And  that  the  number  be  seven — ^The 
ballots  being  taken  Isaac  Tichenor,  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  Nath'  Chip- 
man  Elijah  Paine,  Ira  Allen,  Stephen  Jacob  and  Israel  Smith  Esq" 
were  elected  commissioners  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  said  bill — ^then 
ordered  that  said  bill  lie  on  the  table  until  till  Monday  morning  next — 

M'  N.  Spafferd  moved  for  leave  of  absence  until  Tuesday  next  and 
M''  [Daniel]  Stannard  moved  for  absence  during  the  remainder  of  the 
session — Granted — 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  10  °Clock  A.  M. 

MONDAY   October    19'^-    1789— 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned  was  read  a  second  time,  accepted  &  sent  to  the 
Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amend- 
ment— 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  &  make  up  the  Grand  list 
made  their  Report  which  was  Read  &  recommitted 

On  motion  of  M'  L.  Chipman,  Ordered  that  the  Secretary  receive 
petitions  &  file  them — and  that  tomorrow  morning  be  assigned  for 
hearing  said  petitions — 

The  Treasurer,  with  permission,  requested  some  directions  from 
the  House  relative  to  an  extend  vs  Abraham  Ives  late  sheriff  of  Rutland 
County  returned  non  est — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  ordered  to  employ  some  Ally 
to  proceed  against  the  bondsmen  of  the  said  Ives,  via  scire  facias — 

The  Treasurer  further  solicited  directions  relative  to  the  payment 
of   compound  or  simple  interest  upon  a  loan  office  certificate — 
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M^  E.  Smith  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  enabling  him  as 
bondsman  to  Abraham  Ives  late  sheriff  of  Rutland  County  to  collect 
the  arrearages  due  from  the  several  collectors  to  the  Treasury  of  this 
state — Ordered  that  he  have  leave — 

Ordered  that  a  Com^  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  under  consider- 
ation the  10/  tax  granted  last  fall  on  Aloretown,  alias  Bradford — 
JVIembers  chosen  Mess"^^  [Elijah]  Paine  [Amos]  Fasset  &  [Beriah]  Lomis — 

AP  [Eliajh]  Paine  moved  for  leave  to  read  a  Resolution  directing 
the  Treasurer  to  proceed  immediately  against  all  constables  &  sheriffs 
who  are  deficient  in  the  payment  of  taxes — which  was  read  &  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  enabling  Stephen  &  Alary  Lawrence  Adm"'^ 
on  the  estate  of  Stephen  Lawrence  deceased  to  convey  certain  lands 
therein  mentioned- — And 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  suspension  of  all  civil  processes 
ag'  Benajah  Child  were  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Gov"^  &  Council 
for  revision  &  concurrence — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  agreeable  to  order  viz — 

An  Act  grant  a  new  trial  in  an  action  of  ejectment  Raymond  vs 
Aloore — 

An  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  the 
township  of  Fairfax  for  building  bridges  &  repairing  roads — 

An  Act  grant  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  the  town 
of  St.  Albans  for  making  roads  &c. 

An  Act  grant  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  the  town 
of  Roxbury  for  making  roads  &c. 

An  Act  grant  a  tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  Braintree 
for  making  roads  &c. 

An  Act  grant  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  Whiting- 
ham  for  making  roads  &c. 

An  Act  grant  a  tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  New- 
haven  gore  for  making  roads  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  Orwell 
for  making  roads  &c.       And 

An  Act  altering  the  name  of  Pocock  [Bristol] — Which  were  read  & 
ordered  a  second  reading — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M.— Oct^  19'  1790— [1789] 
The  Com*  on  the  petition  of  Lewis  R.  Alorris  report  "that  in  their 
opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which  being  read  was 
accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 
A  petition  from  Israel  Burrett  was  read  &  dismissed 
The  Com**^  on  the  petition  from  Hydes  park  report  that  the'prayer 
of  the  petition  ought  so  far  to  be  granted  as  to  lay  a  tax  of  one  penny  ^on 
each  acre  of  land  in  said  town — which  was  read,  accepted  and  leave 
given  for  a  bill — 
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The  Com'^*  on  the  petitions  praying  for  a  land  tax  in  Wolcott, 
Johnson,  &  Bradford  report  "that  the  prayer  of  said  petitions  ought  to 
be  granted,"  which  were  Read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  for  bills  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly — ■ 

The  Com^^  on  the  petition  from  Panton  Report  that  the  prayer  of 
said  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted — which  was  read  &  accepted  and 
said  petition  dismissed — 

A  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  a  troop  of  horse  in  Pownall,  was 
read  the  first  time — 

The  Com"^  on  the  petition  from  John  Scott  praying  for  a  premium 
or  some  other  encouragement  on  home  manufactures  brought  in  their 
report  which  was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to  morrow  morn- 
ing— 

M""  [John]  Weld  moved  for  leave  for  M""  [Benjamin]  Emmons  to 
speak — which  was  granted — and  M""  Emmons  requested  that  a  time 
might  be  appointed  to  hear  him  on  the  subject  of  holding  the  supreme 
court  in  the  county  of  Windsor — Ordered  that  M""  Emmons  have  leave 
to  bring  in  a  petition  stating  certain  grievances  relative  to  the  place  of 
holding  the  supreme  court  in  the  county  of  Windsor — And  that  to  mor- 
row morning  be  assigned  for  that  purpose — 

M""  [Elijah]  Paine  moved  for  leave  to  read  an  account  of  Thomas 
Sawyer' Captain  Command' for  powder  &  lead  expended  in  the  year  1778 
&  now  presented  to  the  com'^  of  paytable — Ordered  that  it  be  refered 
to  the  Com'  of  paytable — 

M"'  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  moved  for  leave  of  absence  until  to  morrow 
morning — Granted — 

A  petition  from  the  Agents  for  the  proprietors  of  Ripton  relative 
to  the  lines  of  said  town  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com'"^  of  five  to  state 
facts  &  make  report— Members  chosen  Mess"  [Samuel]  Williams, 
[Elijah]  Paine  [Lot]  Hall  &  [Beriah]  Lomis  &  [Gideon]  Ormsby — ■ 

The  Com""  on  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Marshfield  re- 
port— That  the  real  expense  of  running  the  outlines  of  Marshfield  does 
not  appear  to  your  Com"=  to  amount  to  one  half  of  the  sum  charged — 
and  that  in  order  to  make  that  sum  the  Governor  &  council  averaged 
the  expence  of  running  the  lines  of  other  towns  upon  said  Marshfield — 
which  proceedings  of  the  Governor  &  council  your  Com'^  suppose  not 
to  be  legal — And  your  Com'  submit  the  propriety  of  passing  an  act  ap- 
pointing Commissioners  to  re-examine  fie  adjust  the  late  surveyor  Gen- 
erals accounts  against  this  state — which  report  was  read  and  accepted 
&  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — • 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Gov'  &  Council  be  requested  to 
join  this  House  in  Grand  Com'^  to  take  under  consideration  the  re- 


I.     Captain  Sawyer  commanded  a  detachment  of  American   troops  that  repulsed 
aBritish  attack  at  the  Pierson  farm  in  Shelburne,  March  12,  1778 — Governor  and  Council 
vol.  I,  pp.  245-246. 
p.  184. 
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pon  of  the  Com'"  on  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Marshfield' — ■ 

The  Com''  appointed  to  report  such  alterations  &  amendments  as 
are  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  present  statute  laws  of  this  state — 'Report 
— That  they  are  of  opinion  that  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  regulation 
of  town  lines  and  the  several  additions  thereto  passed  the  22**  of  Ocf 
1782 — Also  an  act  passed  the  26'*'  Feb^  1782  entitled  An  act  to  as- 
certain the  boundaries  of  the  towns  therein  mentioned — 'And  also  an 
act  passed  the  23  **  of  Ocf  1783  entitled  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  enabl- 
ing the  surveyor  Gen'  to  compleat  the  town  lines  in  this  state — And  an 
act  passed  the  8'  of  March  1784  entitled  An  act  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  roads  in  the  northern  part  of  this  state — Also  an  act  authorizing 
&empowering  the  Governor  &  Council  to  liquidate  the  surveyor  Gen- 
erals accounts  be  repealed — That  an  amendment  be  made  to  the  Jus- 
tices act,  and  to  the  fee  bill — That  an  amendment  be  made  to  an  act 
directing  the  disposal  of  fines  &  forfeitures — 'which  was  read  &  ac- 
cepted— 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  enabling  Stephen  &  Mary  Lawrence  Adm" 
on  the  estate  of  Stephen  Lawrence  deceased  to  convey  certain  lands 
therein  mentioned  was  returned  concurred  &  read  &  passed  into  a  law 
of  this  state — 

The  Com'  appointed  to  make  up  the  Grand  list  made  their  report 
which  was  read  &  accepted — 

Resolved  that  this  House  join  the  Governor  &  Council  at  this  time 
in  Grand  Com'"  on  the  report  of  the  Com'"  on  the  petition  from  Marsh- 
field — His  Excellency  in  the  chair — Joseph  Fay  Esq""  clerk — 

The  Grand  Com'"  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  Com'" 
on  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Marshfield. 

The  Grand  Com'"  went  into  debates  which  involved  the  settlement 
of  the  late  surveyor  Generals  accounts  upon  which  the  Council  was 
requested  to  exhibit  a  stating  of  his  accounts  to  morrow — The  Grand 
Com'  adjourned  until  10  °Clock  to  morrow — 'attest  JOS.  FAY  Clk — 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  business — 

A  petition  from  Titus  Watson  praying  that  a  suspension  of  law  for 
three  years  might  be  granted  in  favour  of  him  was  read  &  refered  to 
Mess"  [Noah]  Lee,  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  &  [Samuel]  Barnum — 

A  petition  from  John  Duncan  praying  compensation  for  a  quantity 
of  wheat  taken  from  him  by  this  state  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess" 
[Luke]  Knoulton,  [Elijah]  Paine  &  [Joseph]  Hubbard — 

The  Com'"  on  the  petition  from  Fletcher  Report  that  the  prayer 
of  said  petition  ought  to  be  granted — which  was  read,  accepted  &  leave 
given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Com'"  on  the  petition  from  Brumley  [Peru] — Report — that  in 


I.  Marshfield  was  granted  to  the  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians  but  owing  to  the  in- 
crease of  white  settlements,  the  tribe  preferred  hunting  grounds  in  New  York  State  and 
sold  this  grant  to  Capt.  Isaac  Marsh  of  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  in  whose  honor  the  town  was 
named.  The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1794,  although  surveying  was  done  as  early  a» 
1790.     The  town  was  organized  in  1800. — Hemenway's  Gazetteer,  vol.  4,  pp.  197-200. 
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their  opinion  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted — 
which  was  read  &  accepted  &  said  petition  dismissed 

A  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  St  Albans  was  read  &  dismissed — 

Resolved  that  a  Com*  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  as  an 
amendment  to  the  Justices  Act  &  make  report — Members  chosen 
Mess"  I.  Smith,  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  &  [Beriah]  Lomis — 

Resolved  that  a  Com'  of  two  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  form  for  the 
Listers  to  make  up  the  list — members  chosen  Mess"  [Thomas]  Johnson 
&  [Elijah]  Paine— 

A  petition  praying  an  abatement  of  taxes  in  Poultney  was  read  & 
refered  to  Mess"  [Samuel]  Knights,  S.  Smith  &  [Gideon]  Brownson — 

A  petition  signed  by  Peter  Olcott  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of 
Wildersburgh  [Barre],  praying  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  per  acre  on 
all  lands  in  said  town  was  read  &  refered  to  the  Com'^  on  similar  peti- 
tions— 

A  petition  from  Col°  W'"  Barton  praying  for  a  gore  of  land  adjoin- 
ing Hopkins  Gore'  was  read  &  refered  to  the  land  Com'^. 

Resolved  that  the  Com'*  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  amending  the 
justices  act,  prepare  a  bill  amending  the  Fee  bill — &  a  bill  directing  the 
disposal  of  fines  &  forfeitures — 

A  petition  from  Joseph  Bullen  praying  a  grant  of  land,  was  read  & 
refered  to  the  land  Com'* — 

A  petition  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  Guildhall  &  a  petition  from 
the  proprietors  of  Minehead  [Bloomfield]  &  Brunswick  praying  for 
taxes  to  make  roads  &c.  were  read  &  refered  to  the  Land  tax  Com' — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  empowering  the  selectmen  of  Dorset  to 
sell  some  part  of  the  land  belonging  to  W™  Lammon  of  said  Dorset  re- 
presented insane  was  returned  concurred,  read  &  passed  into  a  law  of 
this  state 

A  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Danby  was  read  &  refered  to  a 
Com'  of  three  to  join  a  Com'*  from  Council —  Members  chosen  Mess" 
[Samuel]  Williams,  B.  Brown  &  [Gideon]  Brownson. 

M"^  L  Smith  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  liberating  persons 
confined  in  Goal  [jail]  after  delivering  up  all  their  estate  for  the  use  of 
their  creditors — Ordered  that  leave  be  granted — 

A  petition  from  Eben""  Strong  agent  for  the  proprietors  of  Elysiana^ 


1.  This  evidently  is  a  reference  to  a  tract  of  3,936  acres  lying  between  Hopkins  Gore 
and  the  town  of  Victory,  granted  in  1791  to  Thomas  Pearsall. — Vermont  State  Papers,  vol. 
2,  pp.  156-157,  305. 

2.  The  town  of  Holland  is  referred  to  as  Elysiana  and  No.  4  in  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral's Papers. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  i,  p.  84.  In  the  same  volume,  p.  113,  ref- 
erence is  made  to  Norton  as  No.  6.  On  p.  51,  reference  is  made  to  a  series  of  numbered 
towns  east  of  Lake  Memphremagog,  differing  from  the  list  given  on  the  page  mentioned. 
Ebenezer  Strong  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Holland.  Others  to  whom  original  grants 
were  made  in  the  town  of  Holland  were  Isaac  Beers,  Elias  Beers,  Nathan  Beers  and  Abigail 
Beers.  As  Holland  and  Norton  are  adjoining  towns  and  were  granted  the  same  day,  Oct. 
26,  1779,  the  name  Beerstown  may  have  been  derived  from  the  Beers  family  mentioned. — 
State  Papersof  Vermont  vol.  2,  pp.  94-96,  151-152;  vol.  3,  part  3,  p.  322. 
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or  N°  4.  &  Beerstown  or  N°  6  praying  for  a  longer  time  to  pay  the  grant- 
ing fees  of  said  towns  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess'*  [Arad]  Hunt,  [Thomas] 
Johnson  &  A.  Smith. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  "Clock — 


TUESDAY    October    20*''    1789— 

A  petition  from  Benj^  Emmons  &  others  praying  that  the  supreme 
Court  next  to  be  holden  at  Windsor  in  the  county  of  Windsor  may  be 
directed  to  adjourn  from  the  town  of  Windsor  to  the  town  of  Wood- 
stock— And  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  county 
praying  that  a  scire  facias  may  issue  to  the  people  of  Woodstock  to  shew 
cause  at  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  why  the  privilege 
granted  to  the  town  of  Woodstock  of  being  a  shire  town  should  not  be 
forfeited  they  having  not  complied  with  the  conditions  of  said  grant — 
were  read — 

"The  Grand  Com^^  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

"The  report  of  the  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Marshfield  was 
read' — When  M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor  in  behalf  of  the  Council  went  into  a 
stating  of  the  mode  by  which  the  Governor  &  Council  adjusted  the 
accounts  of  the  surv"^  Gen' — After  which  M""  I.  Allen  gave  a  short  stat- 
ing of  his  proceedings  in  that  office — Upon  which  W  Tichenor  moved 
that  this  Com'^  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners to  settle  &  fully  adjust  all  the  accounts  of  Ira  Allen  Esq''  late 
Surv"^  Gen'  &  James  Whitelaw  Esq"^  the  present  surv"^  Gen' — Whereupon 

"Resolved  that  this  Com'^  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  ap- 
point Com"  to  settle  &  fully  adjust  all  the  accounts  of  I.  Allen  Esq"^ 
as  late  Surv"^  Gen'  and  also  the  accounts  of  the  present   surv""  Gen' — 

"The  Com'«  then  dissolved  attest  JOS.  FAY  Clk. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  business — 

Ai"^  [Elijah]  Paine  moved  that  a  Com'^  be  appointed  to  draft  and 
lay  before  the  House  a  bill  directing  that  the  supreme  &  county  courts 
in  the  county  of  Windsor  be  alternately  held  at  Windsor  &  Woodstock 
— The  yeas  &  nays  being  called  for — 

The  House  adjourned  to  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M.  Oct'  20^^  1789 — 

M'  [Elijah]  Paines  motion  was  taken  under  consideration  &  the 
yeas  &  nays  being  again  called  for  are  as  follows 

Yeas 

Mess'^  J.  Robinson,  D.  Jewett,  L.  Hall,  S.  Cutler  Perkins,  Morey, 
Paine,  Grout,  Jackson,  Marvin,  S.  Chipman,  Harrington  Hatheway, 
White,  Hubbard,  B.  Brown  Denison,  A.  Chamberlain,  Leavenworth^ 
J.  Lyman  Hopkins,  Benton,  Johnson  &  Fassett — 
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Nays 

Mess"  T.  Jewett,  Shumway,  I.  Smith  Deane,  Henry  Aikin,  Wood, 
Marsh,  Morse,  Cottle,  Heald,  Hawkins,  Parkhurst  Emmerson,  Cross, 
Converse,  Peters  Austin  W.  Chamberlain,  Ladd,  Carr,  Carpenter,  E. 
Smith  L.  Chipman  Wilson  Hall,  Sawyer,  Brown  Ferris  Thompson, 
Barnum  Knights,  Clark,  Wheelock,  Bigelow,  Hayward,  Swift  Elmer, 
Lyman,  Burton,  A.  Smith,  Weld,  Rogers  Foster  Throop,  Lomis,  Pen- 
nock,  Sleeman,  Gaskil,  Cutler,  Lee,  S.  Smith,  A.  Smith,  Robinson, 
Lathrop,  Williams,  Brookings,  E.  Allen  Wright,  Hard,  Everist,  Painter, 
McNeil,  L  Allen,  Hitchcock  N.  Smith,  Bostwick,  Woodworth,  Cole,  L 
Spafford,  N.  Spafferd  Mansfield — So  it  passed  in  the  negative — 

M''  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  then  moved  that  the  petition  from  Benjamin 
Emmons  &  others  be  taken  under  consideration,  which  petition  was 
read — &  after  long  debate  the  prayer  of  saidpetitionwasgranted — where- 
fore. 

Resolved  that  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Court  which  by  their 
adjournment  is  to  be  holden  at  Windsor,  in  the  county  of  Windsor  on 
the  last  Tuesday  of  December  next  be  &  they  are  hereby  directed  on 
the  first  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  said  Court  to  adjourn  the  same  to  Wood- 
stock in  said  County  of  Windsor — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  enlarging  Addison  County  was  read  the  first 
time — 

The  Com'*^  on  the  petition  from  Titus  Watson  report.  That  in  their 
opinion  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  granted,  which  was  read, 
accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  suspension  of  all  civil  pro- 
cesses against  Benajah  Child,  was  returned  from  Council  concurred, 
read  &  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Asaph  Fletcher  &  others  report — 
That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  granted, 
which  was  read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly 

The  Com'  on  the  petition  from  John  Duncan  reported — which 
being  read,  was  not  accepted — 

Resolved  that  the  petition  of  John  Duncan  be  refered  to  the  Com"= 
■of  Pay-Table,  and  they  are  hereby  ordered  to  allow  six  shillings  per 
bushel  for  the  wheat  taken  from  said  Duncan  &  the  interest  arising  on 
the  same  &  draw  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  such  demand 

The  Com'*  to  draft  a  bill  amending  the  Justices  act — Reported — 
A  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  defining  the  powers  of  Jus- 
tices of  the  peace  within  this  state — which  was  read  &  recommitted  with 
the  addition  of  Mess"  L.  Hall,  [Samuel]  Knights,  [Samuel]  Hitchcock 
[Elijah]  Paine  &  N.  Smith— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  suspension  of  law  against  Titus  Wat- 
son, was  read  the  first  time — 

M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor  appeared  from  the    Council    and    proposed 
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amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  appointing  Commissioners  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned — 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 


WEDNESDAY  Oct^  2r'   1789— 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

M*"  [Phinehas]  Freeman  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  directing 
the  Commissary  General  to  procure  a  piece  of  Ordinance  for  each  Brigade 
of  Militia  within  this  state — Ordered  that  he  have  permission — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  proprietors 
meetings — ^also  in  addition  to  an  act  directing  town  clerks  in  their  office 
&  duty — was  read  &  not  accepted — &  refered  to  Mess"  [Elijah]  Paine 
[William  C]  Harrington  &  I.  Smith— 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  on  the  extents  which  were 
formerly  put  into  the  hand  of  Abraham  Ives  late  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Rutland  against  the  delinquent  collectors  of  state  taxes  for  any  of 
the  towns  within  said  County  being  returned  into  his  office  to  issue  a 
new  extent  against  such  delinquent  collectors  severally  for  the  several 
balances  that  shall  appear  to  be  due  directed  to  some  proper  officer  for 
collecting  the  same — And  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  said  late  sheriff 
had  received  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  on  any  of  such  extents  which 
has  not  been  by  him  indorsed,  the  Treasurer  shall  examine  the  receipt 
or  receipts  therefor — and  if  it  shall  appear  to  him  that  a  receipt  or  re- 
ceipts were  actually  given  by  said  late  sheriff  he  shall  order  an  allowance 
thereof — further, 

Resolved  that  the  sureties  of  the  said  late  sheriff  shall  remain  liable 
for  any  deficiencies  that  shall  hereafter  be  found  in  as  full  &  ample  a 
manner  as  though  no  new  extents  had  been  issued — And  the  Treasurer 
if  any  deficiency  be  found  against  the  said  late  sheriff  on  the  return  of 
such  extents  to  be  by  him  issued  as  aforesaid  shall  cause  the  said  sureties 
to  be  immediately  prosecuted  for  the  recovery  thereof — 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  second  time  viz — • 

An  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  upon  each  acre  of  land  in  New- 
haven  Gore — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  on  all  the  lands  in  the 
township  of  Fairfax — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  Orwell — 

An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  name  of  Pocock  to  the  name 
of  Bristol — 

An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  in  a  certain  cause  therein  mentioned — 

An  Act  for  raising  a  troop  of  horse  in  Pownall 

An  Act  laying  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  Roxbury — 

An  Act  laying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Braintree 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  all  the  lands  in 
Whitingham — And 
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An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  all  the  lands  in  St. 
Albans,  were  read  the  second  time  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Council  for 
revision  &  concurrence 

A  bill  directing  the  Treasurer  to  issue  warrants  for  taxes  was  read 
&  refered  to  Mess"^^  [William  C]  Harrington,  J,  Robinson  &  N.  Smith — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Salisbury  on  the  five  penny  tax  for  the  year  1788  the  sum  of 
£-1-4-10  % — 

The  Com^^  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Treasury  &  to  project 
means  for  its  supply  reported — which  was  read  &  dismissed — 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  and  read  the  first  time,  viz — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled.  An  act  authorizing  the  select- 
men of  the  several  towns  to  improve  the  glebe'  &  society  lands  &c. — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  five  pence  on  the  pound  for  defraying  the 
debts  of  this  state  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  the 
township  of  Bradford — And, 

An  Act  for  raising  £  150  by  way  of  lottery  &c. 

Resolved  that  the  Commissary  General  of  military  stores  be  &  he  is 
hereby  directed  &  fully  empowered  to  provide  at  the  expence  of  the 
state  one  piece  of  ordnance  to  be  occupied  by  the  several  companies  of 
artillery  within  their  respective  brigades  &  see  them  well  mounted  & 
that  he  be  allowed  a  reasonable  reward  for  his  trouble  with  the  expence 
of  transporting  the  same  to  the  several  Brigades  &  that  the  paymaster 
general  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same — 

On  motion  of  M''  L.  Chipman — 

Resolved  that  a  Com^^  of  five  be  appointed  to  ascertain  the  granting 
fees  on  lands  granted  to  John  Kelly^ — Members  chosen — Mess'*  I. 
Allen,  L.  Chipman,  J.  Robinson,  N.  Smith  &  [Calvin]  Parkhurst — 


I.  In  1786  Prcsideiu  Wheelock  asked  that  glebe  and  society  lands  in  Vermont 
be  granted  to  Dartmouth  College,  and  offered  in  return  to  educate  Vermont  students. 
This  request  was  not  granted. — See  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  3,  pp.  141,  208, 

In  1787,  an  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  towns  to  take 
charge  of  these  lands  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  using  the  income  for  improvements,  but 
the  enforcement  of  this  act  was  neglected.  When  this  seven-year  period  expired,  in  I794» 
an  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  towns  to  assume  control  of  the  glebe  lands  and  pay  the 
rents  and  profits  to  the  several  local  religious  societies,  the  amount  to  be  apportioned  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  families  in  each  society.  As  these  grants  were  made  originally 
to  the  Church  of  England,  the  Episcopal  church  questioned  the  validity  of  the  law,  and  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court  declared  the  act  unconstitutional. 

In  1805  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  setting  aside  the  glebe  lands  for  the  support  of 
schools.  The  validity  of  this  act  was  questioned,  but  in  1815  the  Circuit  Court  declared 
the  act  valid  on  the  ground  that  "there  was  no  party  in  existence  to  receive  and  that  the 
government  of  Vermont,  succeeding  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  might  resume  and  reappro- 
priate  (the)  reservation  at  pleasure." 

The  Legislature  in  1794  declared  that  the  lands  set  aside  for  the  society  for  the  Prop- 
agation of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  should  be  granted  for  the  use  of  the  schools.  After 
various  plans  had  been  proposed,  the  Episcopal  church  secured  a  power  of  attorney  from 
theparent  society  in  England,  buttheWarof  1812 delayed  proceedings.  Ini8i9,Hon- 
Daniel  Chipman  began  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  a  suit  against  the  town  of  NCw 
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A  petition  from  Ephraim  Stevens  praying  a  new  trial  in  a  certain 
cause  therein  mentioned,  was  read  and  refered  to  Mess"  [Abel]  Thomp- 
son, [John]  Shumway  &  [Joseph]  Hubbard — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre 
of  land  in  Fairfax  &c.  was  returned  from  Council  with  a  proposal  that 
said  tax  be  but  one  penny  which  was  read  &  concurred  with  &  the  amend- 
ment made  &  said  bill  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state 

The  bills  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on 
the  lands  in  St.  Albans  &c.  and 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  New- 
haven — gore — were  returned  from  Council  concurred  &  read  &  passed 
into  a  Law  of  this  state. 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  the  Agent  of  the  proprietors  of 
Elysiana  &  Beerstown — Report — That  the  petitioner  will  pay  £24  into 
the  treasury  at  this  session  and  £234-7-11  on  the  remaining  part  of  the 
fees  by  the  i^'  of  Jan^  next  at  Bennington  to  complete  the  charter  fees 
for  two  townships — And  the  remainder  for  the  third  township,  your 
Com''  report  as  their  opinion  be  postponed  until  the  next  stated  or  ad- 
journed session  then  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury — which  was  read  &  ac- 
cepted &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Ordered  that  at  the  opening  of  the  House  this  afternoon  be  assigned 
to  take  under  consideration  the  report  of  Com'*  ascertaining  the  fees 
•of  the  Judges  of  the  supreme  Court — 

M'  A.  Chamberlain  &  M""  [Israel]  Morey  moved  for  leave  of  absence 
during  the  remainder  of  the  session — Granted 

Adjourned  until  2 "Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M— Oct^  21^' 1789— 

M*"  [Phinehas]  Freeman  one  of  the  Com'*  of  Pay-Table  prayed  the 
direction  of  the  House  on  an  account  of  John  Simons  dated  at  Windsor 
June  4"*  1779 — Ordered  that  the  Com'*  of  paytable  examine  into  the 
aforesaid  account  and  report  to  this  House — 

The  Report  of  the  Com'*  ascertaining  the  fees  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court — was  read  agreeable  to  order  & — Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table — until  A  bill  entitled,  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  fees. 

Haven  to  test  the  law,  and  won  the  case.  It  was  carried  up  to  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  which,  in  1823,  affirmed  the  verdict  of  the  lower  court.  Before  the  end  of  the  year 
more  than  half  the  lands  were  recovered  and  leased.  Two  additional  suits  were  brought  by 
opponents  of  church  control,  which  were  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1830  and  183 1, 
respectively,  the  right  of  the  church  to  the  lands  again  was  upheld,  but  the  last  of  the  prop- 
erty did  not  come  into  the  possession  of  the  church  until  1841. — Thompson's  History  of 
Vermont,  part  2,  pp.  196-199. 

2.  In  1787,  John  Kelly  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  a  petition  giving  a  list  of 
tracts  of  land  in  Vermont  to  which  he  claimed  a  New  York  title,  and  asking  for  a  grant  of 
an  equivalent  area.  Four  charters  were  granted  to  him  in  1791.  Kellyvale,  later  known 
as  Lowell,  contained  31,000  acres.  Other  grants  included  Belvidere,  Troy,  and  Water- 
ville. — State  Papers  of  New  Hampshire,  vol.  26,  pp.  676-677;  State  Papers  of  Vermont, 
vol.  I,  pp.  90-91 
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should  be  considered — which  bill  being  read  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table — and  said  report  was  again  taken  under  consideration  &  dismis- 
sed— 

A  petition  from  Timothy  Underwood  was  read  &  referedtoMess""^. 
[Samuel]  Knights,  [Asaph]  Fletcher  &  [Arad]  Hunt — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  purposes 
therein  mentioned,  with  the  amendments  by  the  Council,  was  read  & 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until  tomorrow  morning — 

A  petition  from  Stilman  Foot  praying  for  a  new  trial  was  read  & 
refered  to  Mess^*  [Samuel]  Knights  L.  Hall  and  I.  Allen  to  join  a  Com*^ 
from  Council — 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Hunt  &  Benjamin  West  surviving  ex- 
ecutors of  the  last  will  &c.  of  John  Church  deceased — ^was  read — And 
M^  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  moved  that  the  petitioners  might  have  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  according  to  the  prayer  thereof — 

The  Com'  on  the  petition  from  Guildhall — Report  that  the  prayer 
thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which  being  read  was  accepted  &  leave 
given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  praying  for  a  land  tax  in  Goshen  was  read  &  refered  to 
JVIess"  [Samuel]  Williams,  [John]  Shumway  &  [Elisha]  Marsh. 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Lemington  and  Maidstone — 
Report — That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  granted  with  this 
amendment  that  the  township  of  Minehead  [Bloomfield]  ought  to  be 
taxed  only  /i  3^*^  on  each  acre — which  was  read  &  accepted  &  leave 
given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Maidstone — Re- 
port that  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  granted, 
which  was  read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly— 

The  following  bills  were  brought  in  and  read  the  first  time — viz — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  in  the  township 
of  Wolcott  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Panton  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Fletcher  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Hydes- 
park   &c. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each 
acre  of  land  in  the  township  of  Hardwick  &c.  passed  Oct^  1788" — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Guildhall  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Minehead  [Bloomfield]  and  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land 
in  the  township  of  Brunswick  &c.  &, 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on  each  acre  of  land 
in  Wardsboro, — &c 
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The  following  bills  were  read  the  second  time  viz — 

An  Act  for  raising  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  Lud- 
low— &c. 

An  Act  suspending  the  operation  of  Law  against  Titus  Watson  so 
far  as  it  respects  civil  processes — And 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Wolcott — &c. — which  being  read  were  accepted  &  sent  to 
the  Governor  and  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence  &  proposals  of 
amendment — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz — 

An  Act  for  raising  a  troop  of  horse  in  Pownall — 

An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  in  the  action  Raymond  vs.  Moore — 

An  Act  altering  the  name  of  the  township  of  Pocock  to  Bristol — 
And, 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in 
Roxbury — which  being  read  were  passed  into  laws  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning 


THURSDAY  Oct^  22 'i  1789— 

A  petition  from  Elias  Buel  &  John  W.  Blake  praying  to  be  admitted 
to  the  practice  of  law  in  this  state  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Samuel] 
Knights,  N.  Smith  &  L.  Chipman, 

The  Com^'  on  the  petition  from  Samuel  Avery — Report — ^That  the 
facts  set  up  in  the  original  petition  are  true — 'They  further  find  that  the 
lands  prayed  for  by  the  petitioner  to  be  confirmed  to  him  have  been 
granted  by  the  late  province  of  Newhampshire  &  the  state  of  Vermont — 
That  the  Vermont  grants  were  made  in  part  after  the  said  Avery  had 
petitioned  the  legislature — They  further  report  that  in  their  opinion 
the  legislature  grant  to  the  said  Avery  &  associates  an  equal  quantity  of 
unlocated  land  within  this  state  if  to  be  found  therein  for  such  moderate 
fees  as  shall  be  deemed  just  and  equitable — which  being  read  was  ac- 
cepted— 

Ordered  that  a  Com'*  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Sur- 
veyor Gen'  &  find  from  him  how  much  vacant  land  there  is  within  this 
state  after  former  grants  are  compleated — Members  chosen  Mess"  L 
Allen  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  &  [Thomas]  Johnson — 

Resolved  that  the  proprietors  of  Elysiana  pay  £24.  lawful  money 
in  hard  money  to  the  Treasury  of  this  state  towards  the  granting  fees 
of  said  township  at  this  time — &  also  that  they  pay  the  remaining  part 
of  the  granting  fees  of  said  town  to  the  Treasury  of  this  state  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January  next — And  the  proprietors  of  the  township 
of  Beerstown  pay  the  granting  fees  on  said  township  on  or  before  the 
rising  of  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  session — And  if  the  grant- 
ing fees  are  not  paid  as  aforesaid  such  proprietors  as  neglect  or  refuse 
shall  forfeit  their  right  or  share  in  either  of  said  townships — 
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M""  [Anthony]  Morse  moved  for  leave  of  absence  during  this  day — 
^Granted — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  payment  of  fines  and  penalties — 
was  sent  from  the  Council — and  read — And  M""  [Samuel]  Hitchcock 
moved  for  leave  to  lay  before  the  House  a  bill  entitled  An  act  appoint- 
ing an  Attorney  General  &  regulating  his  office  &  duty — which  was  read 
& — Ordered  that  both  bills  lay  on  the  table  until  tomorrow  morning — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the  County 
Courts  in  the  Counties  of  Bennington  and  Chittenden,  was  read  ac- 
cepted &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  mode  of  filling  up  vacancies 
which  may  happen  in  certain  offices  therein  mentioned — was  read  the 
first  time — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  suspending  the  operation  of  law  against 
Titus  Watson  so  far  as  it  respects  civil  processes  was  returned  from 
Council  with  amendments,  which  were  read  &  assented  to  by  the  House 
&  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  An  act 
appointing  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned — ^Aad 
the  yeas  &  nays  being  called  for  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  Coun- 
cil are  as  follows  viz — 


Yeas 


Nays 


M'  T.  Jewet 

M'  J.  Robinson 

M^  Hunt 

M''   Brownson 

M'   Knights 

Deane 

M^   Hubbard 

D.  Jewet 

M'   Burton 

S.  Cutler 

M''   Lomis 

Bigelow 

M"^   Lyman 

Hayward 

M^   S.  Smith 

Swift 

M"^   L  Robinson 

B.  Brown 

M""   L.  Chipman 

Abida  Smith 

M^   Wright 

Weld 

M""   Benton 

Heald 

M^  N.  Smith 

Hawkins 

M^   L  SpaflFerd 

Throop 

M^  N.  Spafferd 

Johnson 

M"'   Shumway 

Aikin 

M^   L  Smith 

Leavenworth 

M^  Wood 

Grout 

M""   Marsh 

Peters 

M"   Parkhurst 

B.  Cutler 

M'   Paine 

Ladd 

M''  Austin 

Carpenter 

M^   Lee 

Hopkins 

M^  A.  Smith 

Lathrop 

M' 

E.  Smith 

M^ 

Wilson 

M' 

Everist 

M' 

Painter 

M' 

Bostwick 
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Brookings 

Olin 

Ormsby 

Clark 

L.  Hall 

Wheelock 

Perkins 

Henry 

Elmer 

Lyman 

Dennison 

Cottle 

Rogers 

Foster 

Emmerson 

Cross 

Pennock ; 

Sleeman 

Gaskill 

Chamberlain 

Carr 

Jackson 

Hall 

Marvin 

Williams 

E.  Allen 

P.  Brown 

Hard 

Thompson 

McNeil 

I.Allen 

F asset 

Sawyer 

Chipman 

Ferris 

Barnum 

Harrington 

Hitchcock 

Mansfield 

Fletcher — 


So  it  passed  in  the  Negative —  , 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz— An 
Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Ludlow — &c. 

An  Act  laying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town- 
ship of  Whitingham  &c,  and  r  1     j  •     p     • 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  tJrain- 
tree  &c.  &  were  read  and  passed  into  laws  of  this  state — 
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A  bill  entitled  An  act  empowering  Samuel  Hunt  &  Benjamin  West 
surviving  Executors  to  the  last  will  &  testament  of  John  Church  de- 
ceased to  dispose  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  Church  lying  within  this 
state  was  read  the  first  time — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  credit 
the  town  of  Maidstone  all  the  state  taxes  that  have  been  laid  on  the 
town  of  Maidstone  before  Oct"^  1788  except  the  tax  of  ten  shillings  on 
each  hundred  acres  in  said  town — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  regulation  of  fees 
was  read  &  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Gov'  &  Council  for  revision  &  con- 
currence— 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  enlarging  the  County  of  Addison,  was  read 
&  the  yeas  &  nays  being  called  for  whether  it  shall  pass  into  a  law  of 
this  state — are  as  follows 


M' 


Yeas 

Nays — 

J.  Robinson 

'   M'   b.  Jewet 

Deane 

Brownson 

Wheelock 

Ormsby 

Freeman 

Shumway 

Heald 

Clark 

Johnson     ■  .,: 

T.  Jewet 

Paine 

L.  Hall 

Leavenworth 

S.  Cutler 

Converse 

Bigelow 

Sleeman 

Perkins 

Peters 

Hayward 

I.  Robinson 

Henry 

Hopkins 

V               Smith 

L.  Chipman 

Elmer 

Brown 

Aikin 

Chipman 

Wood 

Thompson 

Lyman 

Barnum 

B.  Brown 

McNeil 

Dennison 

Fasset 

Burton 

N.  Spafferd 

A.  Smith 

Williams 

Weld 

Rogers 

Hawkins 

~iy-i     ,       "! 

Foster 

Throop 

\\    :   \'    •  .        ■  .■    ■      ■■ 

Emmerson 

.::'■..'     ■•  ■     '  ■ 

Cross 

Pennock 

■  >    ..     ■.;.:';..      ">   ' 

"  '      Austin 

W.  Chamberlain 
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'  ■  ''  "■:"■'  '    •  Lee       '  ■'"  '••'    ■  ^'':>'}-^  ;i-.-  ■■' 

'  ■   ■■-=•"■■    .''/■          S.  Smith  ■'.;.■;/:-.•.)   /i;^>v.^'Mf 

'    '■    '■•'■.                Carpenter  ;  v  '■'     *  '  '■'^■' 

Jackson  '    '    '^  ':.  •->  ■  ' ■'•' 

';    ■        \                 E.  Smith  •  ~;  ''  ''    '■■ 

■   ^    •        ' '              Lathrop  ;'  '  ■''  '''^< 

Brookings  ■■''         ■  ••"  ' 

Hall  ■       ^.-':r:.;yl:i. 

Sawyer  .■..•■■■.:'''  '■ 

■"■■  '               Wright  ■..:'■'  '    '■'':■''    ■'•■•' 

.    .                 Hard  .,      \/'J^y/''- 

.     '                         Ferris  ''■.••'  ''■''  :'*' 

Everist       ■  ■    y^--   "^  '■'■'■■■'-  ■■'*  '• 

Benton  ■•  '  '■     ,'*''•' 

Painter  . .                     ' 
Harrington 

I.Allen  ■,      v;    _       '  ' 

Hitchcock  . 
•  ■  ..  ■ '  '                Bostwick 

'■■''■•■-                Wood  worth  ■;■; 

'■  ■''.•■'  ■                Cole  . !- ;, 

J.  Spafford  ■!,                  .  . . 

'■' '                    Mansfield  -/i 


So  it  passed  in  the  Negative — 

M""  D.  Jewet  moved  for  leave  of  absence  this  day — Granted. 

Ordered  that  M"^  J.  Robinson  return  the  bill  entitled  an  act  enlarg- 
ing the  County  of  Addison  to  the  Governor  and  council  non  concurred 
by  this  House — 

A  petition  signed  by  several  of  the  Representatives  for  the  County 
of  Windham  praying  that  the  supreme  &  County  Courts  may  be  held  in 
Westminster  &  Marlborough  as  formerly  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess" 
J.  Robinson,  [Samuel]  Williams,  [Gamaliel]  Painter,  [Samuel]  Hitchcock, 
[Calvin]  Parkhurst  &  [Elijah]  Paine— 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  Windham  &  Wind- 
sor Counties  praying  for  a  new  county  was  read  &  refered  to  the  next 
session — 

The  Com^^  on  the  petition  from  Timothy  Underwood  made  their 
report  which  was  read  &  accepted  and  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to 
Timothy  Underwood  the  sum  of  fourteen  pounds  Lawful  money  being 
in  full  for  the  rent  that  said  Underwood  paid  to  Jonas  Clark  for  the  farm 
he  hired  from  Leonard  Spalding  Com"^^  of  Sequestration — 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  "Clock — 
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FRIDAY   Oct^   23 'I    1789— 

The  House  joined  the  Gov"^  &  Council  in  Grand  committee — His 
Excellency  in  the  chair — Lewis  R.  Morris  Esq"^  Clerk — 

The  Grand  Com'^  then  elected  John  Steward  and  Gardner  Chand- 
ler Esq"  Justices  of  the  peace  in  Windham  County — The  Com'^  then 
disolved — 

attest  LEWIS  R.  MORRIS  Clerk— 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  business — 

On  motion  of  M""  [Abel]  Thompson,  Resolved  that  the  order  of  this 
House  directing  that  every  bill  lie  on  the  table  twenty  four  hours  after 
the  first  reading  be  &  hereby  is  repealed — 

M*"  [Isaac]  Tichenor  from  the  Council  appeared  in  the  House  and 
made  proposals  from  Council  for  adopting  the  bill  entitled,  An  act  ap- 
pointing Com"  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  by  leaving  out  the 
two  last  paragraphs  of  said  bill. 

M''  [Asaph]  Fletcher  moved  for  leave  of  absence — Granted — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  empowering  officers  to  transport  prisoners 
into  other  counties  to  be  imprisoned  was  sent  to  this  House  from  the 
Council  which  was  read  &  non  concurred — Ordered  that  M"^  I.  Smith 
carry  the  bill  back  to  the  Council  &  assign  the  reasons  why  this  House 
does  not  concur  therein — 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  defining  the  powers  of  Justices  of  the  peace 
within  this  state,  was  read  &  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  second  read- 
ing— 

The  following  bills  were  read,  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  & 
Council  for  revision  &  concurrence  &  proposals  of  amendment  viz — ■ 
An  Act  establishing  for  the  time  being  a  jurisdictional  line  between  Lei- 
cester &  Salisbury 

An  Act  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  County  Court  in  the 
county    of   Windsor — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  five  pence  on  the  pound  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  debts  of  the  state  and  for  the  support  of  government — 

An  act  making  it  the  duty  of  every  proprietors  clerk  to  deliver  over 
the  records  files  &  papers  belonging  to  his  office  to  his  successor  in 
office — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  directing  Listers  in  their  office  & 
duty — 

An  Act  granting  52000  acres  of  land  to  Samuel  Avery'  Esq"^ — And, 

I.  Samuel  Avery  claimed  to  have  purchased  a  tract  of  land  from  Col.  John  Henry 
Lydius  of  Albany,  and,  in  1781,  maintained  that  he  had  "been  near  twenty  years  in  the  pur- 
suit of  those  lands,  constantly  attending  thereto."  One  grant  was  made  to  him  by 
Governor  Tryon  of  New  York,  in  1775,  after  the  latter  had  taken  refuge  on  a  British  man- 
of-war  in  New  York  harbor.  Of  the  ^30,000  paid  by  Vermont  to  New  York  in  settlement 
of  claims,  as  a  result  of  the  agreement  by  which  the  New  York  opposition  to  Vermont's 
admission  to  the  Union  was  withdrawn,  the  sum  of  $2,665  was  awarded  to  Samuel  Avery. 
The  subject  of  the  Avery  claims  and  grants  is  set  forth  at  length  in  vol.  26  of  the  State 
Papers  of  New  Hampshire,  pp.  617-626. 
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An  Act  empowering  Samuel  Hunt  &  Benjamin  West  surviving  Ex- 
ecutors to  the  last  will  &  testament  of  John  Church  deceased  to  dispose 
of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  Church  lying  within  this  state — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  County 
Courts  in  the  Counties  of  Bennington  &  Chittenden — was  returned  from 
Council  concurred  read  &  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  2°Clock  afternoon — 


— 2  "Clock  P.  M.— Oct^  23  d— 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  appointment  of  Commis- 
sioners to  examine  &  settle  the  accounts  of  the  late  Surveyor  General 
and  the  present  Surveyor  General, — -when — Col°  [Ira]  Allen  the  late 
Surveyor  General  moved  for  liberty  to  be  heard  by  himself  &  counsel — 

Resolved  that  three  Commissioners  be  appointed  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts of  Col°  Ira  Allen  the  late  Surv"^  Gen'  and  James  Whitlaw  [White- 
law]  Esq""  the  present  Surv""  Gen' — And 

Resolved  that  a  Com'*"  of  three  be  appointed  to  draw  a  bill  defining 
the  powers  of  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts 
of  Ira  Allen  Esq"^  the  late  Surv"^  Gen'  &  James  Whitlaw  [Whitelaw] 
Esq''  the  present  Surv"^  Gen'  said  Com"^  to  join  a  Com'*^  from  Council — 
Members  chosen  Mess''^  N.  Smith  [Elijah]  Paine  &  [Samuel]  Hitch- 
cock— 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  County  Court 
in  the  County  of  Windsor — -was  returned  from  Council  non  concurred — 
and  after  being  read  was  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  payment  of  fines  &  penalties 
and  the  payment  of  costs  in  cases  of  delinquency — which  bill  was  ori- 
ginated in  Council — was  read — when  M''  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  moved 
for  leave  (which  was  granted  to  read  the  bill  entitled  An  act  appointing 
an  Attorney  Gen'  and  regulating  his  office  &  duty — after  debating. 
Voted  not  to  accept  the  former  bill — and  also  voted  to  accept  the  last 
mentioned  bill — 'and  that  it  be  sent  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for 
revision  &  concurrence — 'and  ordered  that  M"'  Hall  deliver  the  same  with 
the  bill  directing  the  payment  of  fines  &c.  (whichis  non  concurred)  to 
the  Council 

The  Com'*'  on  the  petition  from  Eph""  Stevens  report — That  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far  granted  that  the  execution  be  stayed 
till  after  the  session  of  Assembly  in  Ocf  next — And  that  the  petitioner 
be  directed  to  cite  the  adverse  party  to  appear  and  shew  cause  if  any 
they  have  why  a  new  trial  should  not  be  granted — which  report  was 
read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  Matthew  Lyon  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  Society 
lands  in  Orwell,  and  also  a  grant  or  loan  of  £800  in  hard  money  orders, 
was  read  &  refered  to  the  next  session — 

M'^  [Matthew]  Cole  moved  for  leave  of  absence — Granted — 
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The  bill  entitled  An  act  appointing  Com"  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  was  returned  from  Council  with  amendments — which  were 
read  &  non  concurred,  &  ordered  that  M"'  J.  Robinson  return  the  same  to 
Council  &  inform  them  of  the  doing  of  the  House  thereon — 

The  Com''^  on  the  petition  from  the  selectmen  of  Poultney  made 
their  report  which  was  read  &  accepted  &  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  the  town  of  Poultney  be  and  hereby  are  allowed 
£17-3-9  on  the  tax  granted  by  the  General  Assembly  on  the  list  of  1788 
of  five  pence  on  the  pound  granted  during  their  session  at  Manchester 
in  October  1788 — And  that  the  Treas''  be  directed  to  credit  the  same  to 
their  account— 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Goshen — Report — That  in  their 
opinion  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  granted — -which  was 
read  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  fix  the  place  for  holding  the  next 
election — [session]  &  the  votes  being  taken  whether  Castleton  or  Rut- 
land in  the  County  of  Rutland  should  be  the  place  are  as  follows — 


,  — For    Rutland — 

Mess"  Ormsby,  Clark,  Bigelow,  Perkins,  Aikin,  White  Hubbard,  B. 
Brown,  Cottle,  Weld,  Heald,  Rogers,  Hawkins  Parkhurst,  Emmerson, 
Lomis,  Paine,  Leavenworth,  Grout,  Ladd  Carpenter,  Jackson,  Hop- 
kins, Williams,  E.  Allen,  Chipman  Thompson,  &  Harrington— 

The  votes  were  in  favor  of  Castleton 

Resolved  that  the  election  the  next  year  be  held  at  Castleton — And 
that  M""  Cazeer  be  requested  to  preach  the  election  sermon  on  that 
occasion — ^And  Col°  [Noah]  Lee  is  hereby  requested  to  notify  him — and 
in  case  of  his  failure,  to  request  M'  Blood  to  preach  the  same — 

M""  [Amos]  Mansfield  moved  for  leave  of  absence — Granted — 
•■'\-:        Resolved  that  this  House  allow  his  Excellency  the  Governor  as  a 
salary  for  the  ensuing  year  £150 — -and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  draw 
on  the  Treasurer  who  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same — ■ 

Resolved  that  his  Honor  Thomas  Chittenden  be  allowed  fifty 
.pounds  for  past  services  in  addition  to  his  last  years  salary,  which  he  is 
hereby  empowered  to  draw  from  the  Treasury  of  this  state — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  state  be  allowed  for  the  year 
past  £120.  which  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  draw  out  of  the  treasury 
of  this  state — 
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The  Com'*  on  the  petition  from  Woodstock  report  that  a  tax  of  a 
half  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  said  Woodstock  ought  to  be  granted 
for  the  purposes  prayed  for — which  was  read  &  accepted  &  leave  given 
for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Springfield  the  sum  of  £5-8-8  on  the  tax  granted  by  the  Assembly 
for  the  year  1789 

M'  [Asa]  Wheelock  moved  for  leave  of  absence — Granted — 

M*^  S.  Chipman  moved  for  leave  of  absence — Granted. 

The  following  bills  were  read  accepted  and  sent  to  the  Governor  & 
Council  for  revision  &  concurrence  viz — 

An  act  for  raising  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  Marsh- 
field  &c. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  empowering  the  Selectmen  to  take 
care  of  the  glebe  &  society  lands — 

An  act  directing  the  mode  of  filling  up  vacancies  which  may  happen 
in  certain  offices  therein  mentioned 

An  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  that 
part  of  Goshen  that  lies  Easterly  of  Salisbury. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Wash- 
ington 

An  Act  for  staying  an  execution  against  Ephraim  Stevens  &  for 
other  purposes — 

An  Act  for  raising  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Bradford — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Guildhall — 

An  Act  laying  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town- 
ship of  Panton — 

An  Act  for  raising  £150  by  way  of  lottery — 

An  act  for  raising  £150  by  lottery  to  build  a  malt  house  &  brewery 
in  Weathersfield — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Wildersburgh — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each 
acre  of  land  in  Hardwick  &c. 

An  Act  for  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in 
Fletcher — 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  directing  the  mode  of  process  against 
High  Sheriffs  bondsmen — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Hydes- 
park — And, 

An  Act  laying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Georgia — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz — 

An  act  granting  a  tax  of  five  pence  on  the  pound  for  defraying  the 
■debts  of  this  state  &c. — 
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■  An  act  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned— 

An  Act  establishing  for  the  time  being  a  jurisdictional  line  be- 
tween Salisbury  &  Leicester — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Orwell  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Wolcott — And, 

An  act  for  the  regulation  of  fees  (with  amendments, — which  bills 
were  several  Read  &  passed  into  laws  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

SATURDAY  Oct^   24'^    1789— 

A  memorial  of  Luke  Knoulton  Esq''  was  read  and  refered  to  the 
Com^'  for  assessing  granting  fees — 

The  Council  sent  a  bill  entitled,  An  act  repealing  certain  clauses 
in  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  establishment  of  town  lines,  &  requested 
this  House  to  pass  the  same  into  a  Law  of  this  state — which  being  read. 

Resolved  that  this  House  request  his  Excellency  the  Governor  & 
the  Council  to  join  in  Grand  Com'^  this  morning  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  act  for  the  regulation  and  establishment  of  town  lines — 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  House  the  Governor  Council  & 
House  of  Assembly  joined  in  Grand  Com'^. 

"His  Excellency  in  the  chair — ■ 

"Roswell  Hopkins  Clerk — 

The  severall  acts  passed  by  the  legislature  directing  the  perambu- 
lating town  lines  &  cutting  roads  &c.  were  read — 

The  question  being  put  whether  this  Com"^  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  to  pass  an  act  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  directing 
the  regulation  and  establishment  of  town  lines — It  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive— 

Resolved  that  this  Com'*"  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  appoint 
a  Com'^  to  draw  a  bill  repealing  such  parts  &  clauses  of  the  several  acts 
heretofore  passed  directing  the  regulation  &  establishment  of  town  lines 
as  they  shall  judge  unconstitutional — The  Com'^  then  disolved — 

attest  ROS^L  HOPKINS  Clerk 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  business — The  report  of  the  Grand 
Com'*  being  read  was  accepted  &  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  a  Com*''  of  five  to  join  a  Com""  from  the  Council  be 
appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  accordingly — Members  chosen  Mess"  I. 
Smith,  N.  Smith,  [Elijah]  Paine  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  &  [Thomas]  John- 
son— 

Ordered  that  M'  [Elijah]  Paine  make  inquiry  of  his  Excellency  and 
report  to  this  House  his  opinion  with  respect  to  the  charter  fees  of 
Coventry — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon 
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2  °Clock  P.  M— Oct^  24'h  1789— 

A  petition  from  Ephraim  Stevens  praying  a  suspension  from  any- 
civil  process  for  three  years,  was  read  &  refered  to  the  next  session — 

The  Com'*^  on  the  petition  from  Cambridge  reported,  which  being 
read  was  accepted  and  thereupon 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed  to  credit 
the  town  of  Cambridge  the  sum  of  £10-1-8  on  the  tax  of  five  pence  on 
the  pound  granted  by  the  General  Assembly  in  Oct'  last  on  the  list 
1788— 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Killington,  [Sherburne]  Report — 
"That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted"  which  was  read,  accepted 
&  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly- — 

A  petition  from  Benoni  Cutler  praying  a  relinquishment  of 
the  state  taxes  on  Guildhall  previous  to  the  year  1786  was  read  &  refered 
to  Mess''^  B.  Brown,  [Beriah]  Lomis  &  [Silas]  Hathaway — 

The  following  bills  were  read  accepted  and  sent  to  the  Governor 
&  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence  viz — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  a  land  tax  on  the  towns  therein  after  mentioned — passed  Ocf 

27'  1785—  .  ... 

An  Act  defining  the  powers  of  Justices  of  the  peace'  within  this 

state — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Killing- 
ton  [Sherburne]  &c. 

An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  half  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Woodstock  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on  each  acre  of  land 
in  Minehead  [Bloomfield]  &  two  pence  on  each  acre  in  the  town  of 
Brunswick — And, 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  explanatory  of  an  act  entitled  An  act 
for  the  appointment  &  regulating  attornies  &  pleadings  at  the  bar — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz^ — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each 
acre  of  land  in  Hardwick — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Wildersburg  [Barre] 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Guildhall — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Fletcher  &c.  with  some  amendments — And 


I.  A  Justice  of  the  Peace,  within  his  jurisdiction,  might  hear,  try  and  determint 
criminal  cases  where  the  fines  and  forfeitures  were  within  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  and 
the  physical  punishment  did  not  exceed  ten  stripes;  also  civil  cases  in  which  the  sum  in- 
volved did  not  exceed  four  pounds  and  matters  relating  to  notes  and  accounts  when  the 
sum  in  question  did  not  exceed  eight  pounds.  Appeals  to  county  courts  were  allowed  in 
cases  in  which  the  sum  involved  exceeded  forty  shillings. — Acts  of  1789,  pp.  9-13. 
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An  Act  for  staying  an  execution  against  Eph™  Stevens  &  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned — which  bills  were  several  read  &  passed 
into  Laws  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  8  °Clock  in  the  morning — 


MONDAY  Oct^  26"^  1789— 

Resolved  that  a  Com'^  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  whether 
the  late  Governor  has  been  paid  up  to  the  time  of  his  quitting  his 
office — ^Members  chosen  M""  B.  Brown,  [Gideon]  Brownson  &  [Phine- 
has]  Freeman — Ordered  that  the  above  Com'^  examine  whether  there 
is  any  monev  in  the  Treasury — 

A  petition  from  Docf  Arnold  praying  for  a  tax  on  several  towns 
therein  mentioned  for  opening  roads  &c.  was  read  and  refered  to  Mess""^ 
[Calvin]  Parkhurst,  W.  Chamberlain  &  I.  Allen — 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Lunenburgh  report  that  in  their 
opinion  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  granted — which  report 
was  read  and  accepted  &  Thereupon 

Resolved  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accord- 
ingly— 

A  petition  from  Susanna  Mattison  praying  a  confirmation  of  Amos 
Mattisons  will,  was  read  &  refered  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly — 
And  the  petitioner  directed  to  cite  the  heirs  to  appear  and  show  cause, 
if  any  they  have  why  the  prayer  should  not  be  granted — 

The  Com^^  on  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Derby  report — 
That  no  evidence  has  been  adduced  to  them  by  which  it  appears  that 
there  is  any  interference  of  the  charters  of  Derby  &  Salem  as  mentioned 
in  said  petition — except  what  appears  from  the  general  survey  and  the 
charter  of  Salem,  having  no  particular  bounds  only  on  Navy  [Charles- 
ton] and  different  from  the  usual  manner  of  issuing  charters  in  this  state, 
which  in  the  opinion  of  your  Com'®  makes  it  necessary  for  the  hon'^'* 
House  to  enquire  on  what  principles  the  said  charter  of  Salem  was 
issued — ^^which  was  read  accepted  and, 

Resolved  that  a  Com'®  of  three  to  join  a  Com'®  from  Council  be 
appointed  to  enquire  on  what  principles  the  charter  of  Salem  issued — 
Members  chosen  Mess"  [Samuel]  Knights,  L.  Chipman  &  [Phinehas] 
Freeman — 

The  Com'®  on  the  petition  of  Col°  Fay  reported,  which  report 
was  read  &  recommitted — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  52000  acres  of  land  to  Samuel 
Avery,  was  returned  from  Council  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read 
and  the  amendment  not  accepted — And  Ordered  that  M"^  I.  Allen  re- 
turn the  bill  and  state  to  the  Council  the  objections  of  this  House  to  the 
amendments — 

The  following  bills  were  read  accepted  and  sent  to  the  Governor  & 
Council  for  revision  &  concurrence  &  proposals  of  amendment  viz — • 
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An  Act  declaring  the  debts  due  to  this  state  on  interest  from  the 
time  they  respectively  became  due. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Lunen- 
burgh  &c.  And, 

An  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Philadelphia — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  viz — 
An  Act  for  raising  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Bradford  &c. 

An  Act  empowering  Sam'  Hunt  and  Benj^  West  to  dispose  of  the 
real  estate  of  John  Church  deceased  within  this  state — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  purpose  of  levying  a  land  tax 
on  the  towns  thereinafter  named — passed  Ocf  27'^  1785 — 

An  Act  for  raising  £150  by  lottery  for  erecting  a  malthouse  &c.  in 
Weathersfield — 

An  Act  laying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town- 
ship of  Georgia — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township    of    Hydespark — 

An  Act  for  raising  £150  by  lottery — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  directing  the  mode  of  process  against 
High  sheriffs  bondsmen — And, 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  empowering  the  selectmen  to  take 
care  of  the  glebe  &  society  lands  in  this  state — 'which  bills  were  severally 
read  &  passed  into  Laws  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M— Ocf  26' *>  1789— 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Docf  Arnold  reported,  which 
report  was  read  &  not  accepted — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  Surveyor  General  in  his  office 
&  duty — was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

M"'  [Isaac]  Tichenor  from  the  Council  returned  the  bill  defining 
the  power  of  Justices  of  the  peace  within  this  state — With  proposals  of 
amendment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  and  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  late  &  present  Surv''  Gen'* 
against  this  state  was  read  and. 

Ordered  that  M''  [Elijah]  Paine  &  M""  I.  Smith  be  a  Com'*  to  amend 
said  bill — 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled  an 
act  for  establishing  post  offices  within  this  state — was  read  accepted  & 
sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

Resolved  that  this  House  request  his  Excellency  &  Council  to  join 
in  Grand  Com'*  at  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning  to  consult  on  the  pro- 
priety or  necessity  of  appointing  Agents  to  Congress — 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 


1 68 


Assembly  Journal 


TUESDAY  Oct^  27''^  1789— 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day — The  Gov^  Council  &  Assembly- 
joined  in  Grand  Committee — 

His  Excellency  in  the  chair 

Ros'  Hopkins  Clerk — 

Voted  to  choose  by  ballot  of  this  Com**"  three  persons  as  Agents 
to  transact  the  negotiations  of  this  state  with  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  admission  into  the  federal  government — 

The  ballots  being  taken  Isaac  Tichenor  Stephen  R.  Bradley  and 
Elijah  Paine  Esq^**  were  elected — 

On  motion  to  choose  a  Surv''  General  for  the  year  ensuing — The 
ballots  being  taken — James  Whitlaw  [Whitelaw]  Esq""  was  elected — The 
Com*^  then  dissolved— attest— ROS^    HOPKINS  Clerk— 


The  House  then  proceeded  to  business — 

On  motion  of  M""  [Beriah]  Lomis,  Resolved  that  M'^  [Samuel]  Williams 
&  M""  N.  Smith  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Commissioner  to  adjust  &  settle  public  accounts  &  draw  orders  on 
the  Treasury — 

The  House  took  under  their  consideration  the  bill  entitled  An  act 
directing  the  surveyor  General  in  his  office  &  duty  &  repealing  certain- 
acts  therein  mentioned  with  some  additions  made  by  M''  N.  Smith — 
On  motion  of  M"^  [Elijah]  Paine,  the  yeas  &  nays  were  taken  on  the 
addition  proposed  by  M"^  [Noah]  Smith  are  as  follows — viz — 


M' 


Yeas 
T.  Jewet 
Shumway 
Aikin 
Hubbard 
B.  Brown 
Asahel  Smith 
Weld 
Ormsby 
Emerson 
Lathrop 
Everist 
Barnum 
N.  Smith 


A'P 


Nays 
J.  Robinson 
Brownson 
Deane 
Knights 
D.  Jewet 
Bigelow 
Hayward 
Henry 
Elmer 
Wood 
Lyman 
Dennison 
Burton 
Morse 
A.  Smith 
Cottle 
Hawkins 
Foster 
Parkhurst 
Throop 
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Johnson 

Paine 

Cross  .    . 

Leavenworth 

Pennock 

Grout 

Converse 

Peters 

Lyman 

Austin 

Cutler 

Chamberlain 

Carpenter 

Marvin 

Chipman 

Williams 

Wilson 

Brookings 

Hall 

Sawyer 

Wright 

Hard 

McNeil 

Faset 

Hathaway 

Woodward 

Spafferd 

It  passed  in  the  negative — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Minehead  [Bloomfield]  &  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in 
Brunswick,  was  returned  from  Council  concurred,  Read  &  passed  into  a 
law  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M— Ocf  27'*"  1789— 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  he  is  hereby  directed  immediately 
to  issue  warrants  against  all  constables  and  Sheriffs  who  are  delinquent 
in  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  whenever  in  future  any  constable  shall 
receive  a  warrant  from  the  Treas"^  for  the  collection  of  any  tax  and  shall 
neglect  to  pay  said  tax  into  the  Treasury  by  the  time  limited  in  such 
warrant  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  the  Treasurer  is  directed  im- 
mediately after  two  months  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  so  limited 
in  such  warrant  to  issue  his  warrant  against  such  constable  so  neg- 
lecting— And  whenever  a  sheriff  shall  receive  a  warrant  from  the  Treas- 
urer against  such  delinquent  constable  and  shall  neglect  to  pay  into  the 
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Treasury  such  sums  as  he  shall  be  directed  to  collect  of  such  constable 
the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  against  such  Sheriff  im- 
mediately after  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  such  warrant  received  by 
such  sheriff — 

Resolved  further  that  the  Treasurer  after  this  year  shall  be  directed 
to  bring  blank  warrants  for  taxes  with  him  to  the  Assembly — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  making  it  the  duty  proprietors  clerks  to 
deliver  over  the  records  &c.  to  his  successor  in  office,  was  returned  from 
Council  nonconcurred — And  a  bill  under  the  same  title  was  sent  from 
Council  requesting  that  the  same  might  pass  into  a  Law — which  was 
read — and  Ordered th.a.ty[^  [Elijah]  Paine  return  the  same  to  Council — 
And  propose  as  an  amendment  that  the  second  clause  in  the  said  bill  be 
expunged — M"'  [John]  Fasset  returned  the  said  bill  from  Council  with 
some  amendments  in  lieu  of  those  proposed  by  this  House — which  was 
read  and  accepted  and  said  bill  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  defining  the  powers  of  justices  of  the  peace 
within  this  state,  was  returned  from  Council  with  amendments,  which 
were  Read  &  part  thereof  accepted — And  Ordered  that  M""  [Samuel] 
Knight  return  the  same  to  Council  &  state  the  objections  to  such 
amendments  in  said  bill  as  have  not  been  accepted  by  this  House. 

M""  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled 
An  act  to  take  off  the  bounty  now  given  on  mill  &  linen  cloth — Ordered 
that  he  have  leave — 

M"^  [Gideon]  Ormsby  moved  for  leave  of  absence,  granted — 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  directing  Listers  in  their  office  and  duty 
was  returned  from  Council  with  an  amendment — It  was  then  read  & 
passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

The  Bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  surveyor  General  in  his 
:office  &  duty  &  repealing  certain  acts  therein  mentioned  was  read  & 
accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

WEDNESDAY  Oct^  2%'^   1789—  \     '' '. 

The  Com**^  on  the  petition  from  Col°  Fay  report  that  the  prayer 
thereof  cannot  be  granted — which  was  read  and  accepted — 

His  Excellency  &  Council  appeared  in  the  House  and  proposed  to 
join  this  House  in  Grand  Com**  on  the  bill  entitled.  An  act  defining  the 
powers  of  Justices  of  the  peace  within  this  state — The  House  agreed  to 
join  in  Grand  Com'*. 

His  Excellency  in  the  chair — 

Lewis  R.  Morris  Clerk — 

The  question  being  put — whether  this  Com**  recommend  to  the 
General  Assembly  to  concur  with  the  Council  in  their  proposed  amend- 
ment to  erase  that  part  of  the  bill  which  empowers  a  Justice  of  the 
peace  to  issue  writs  of  summons  or  attachment  to  run  through  the  state 
It  passed  in  the  negative — 
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The  question  being  also  put — whether  this  Com*' recommend  it  to 
the  General  Assembly  to  concur  with  the  Council  in  their  proposed 
amendment  viz  to  erase  the  following  words — It  is  hereby  enacted  that 
no  Judge  of  any  Court,  Councillor  or  Justice  of  the  peace  within  this 
state  shall  issue  any  writ  of  summons  or  attachments  within  the  sum 
before  mentioned,  returnable  before  any  magistrate  other  than  himself 
It  passed  in  the  negative — The  Com''  then  disolved — 

attest  LEWIS  R.  MORRIS  Clerk 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  business — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  defining  the  powers  of  Justices  of  the 
peace  within  this  state — was  read  and  an  amendment  made  by  the 
House — Ordered  that  M*^  [Elijah]  Paine  deliver  said  bill  to  the  Council 
and  point  out  the  alteration  made  by  this  House — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  appointing  Commissioner  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  the  late  &  present  Surveyor  Generals  accounts  against  this 
state — was  read  and  the  House  proceeded  by  ballot  to  fill  up  the  blanks 
in  the  said  bill — when  Gideon  Olin,  Roswell  Hopkins  &  Elijah  Paine 
Esq""^  were  duly  elected  Commissioners — and  said  bill  accepted  &  sent 
to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence, 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  surveyor  Gen'  in  his  office  & 
duty  and  repealing  certain  acts  therein  mentioned  was  returned  from 
Council  with  an  amendment — was  read  and  passed  into  a  Law  of  this 
state — 

M"^  [Thomas]  Johnson  &  M''  [William]  Bigelow  both  moved  for 
leave  of  absence— Granted — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  52,000  acres  of  land  to  Samuel 
Avery  Esq''  was  returned  from  Council  with  amendment  which  were 
concurred  with  by  the  House,  and  was  read  &  passed  into  a  law  of 
this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  repealing  certain  parts  of  an  act  directing 
Listers  in  their  office  and  duty,  was  read,  when  the  question  was  put 
whether  said  bill  should  be  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council 
for  revision  &  concurrence — The  yeas  &  nays  on  the  question  being 
called  for  by  M"^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin — are  as  follows —  ,    .  - 


M' 


Yeas 

Nays 

Knights 

M'   Brownson 

Clark 

Shumway 

Jewet 

I.  Smith 

Hayward 

Deane 

Henry 

Lyman 

Elmer 

Hubbard 

Aikin 

Marsh 

Wood 

Cottle 

Freeman 

Weld 
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B.  Brown 

Hawkins 

Burton 

Foster 

Morse 

Cross 

A.  Smith 

Pennock 

Heald 

A.  Smith 

Parkhurst 

Hopkins 

Throop 

Chipman 

Emmerson 

E.  Allen 

Lomis 

Ferris 

Paine 

McNeil 

Leavenworth 

Marvin 

Grout 

Hall 

Converse 

Hard 

Peters 

Everist 

A.  Lyman 

Bostwick 

Austin 

Chamberlain 

Ladd 

Williams 

Wilson 

Fasset 

Spafferd 

Wright 

L  Allen 

Hathaway 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M— Oct^  zS'^  1789— 

Rf solved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  10/6 
hard  money  to  each  person  made  up  in  the  debenture  of  the  Council 
and  Assembly  that  are  present  at  this  time  out  of  the  hard  money  now 
in  the  Treasury — 

The  petition  of  Jesse  Ide  praying  that  the  Legislature  would  direct 
the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Westminster  to  approbate  the 
will  of  Ichabod  Ide  was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  leave 
given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Com''  appointed  to  draft  an  address  to  the  President'  of  the 

I.  A  note  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  201,  alluding  to  the  fact  that  the  text 
of  the  address  was  not  published  in  either  Vermont  newspaper,  and  that  no  record  has  been 
found  of  a  reply  to  the  address,  suggests  that  the  address  may  not  have  been  received,  or 
that  the  President  did  not  consider  it  wise  to  recognize  Vermont  as  a  State.  The  latter 
reason  seems  more  probable  than  the  former.  In  an  unofficial  letter,  written  to  Thomas 
Chittenden  Jan.  I,  1782,  General  Washington  admitted  that  a  resolution  of  Congress 
(Aug.  7)  seemed  to  imply  that  Vermont  had  a  right  to  the  tract  formerly  known  as  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants.  This  letter  (see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  3S3-3SS) 
throws  some  light  on  this  situation. 
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United  States — reported  a  draft  which  was  read  and  sent  to  the  Gover- 
nor &  Council — 

The  Com*^*  to  assess  granting  fees — report — That  the  gore  of  land 
lying  east  of  a  gore  of  land  granted  to  Major  Buel'  &  West  of  Fayston 
containing  about  4000  acres  granted  to  Sam'  Avery  Esq''  be  assessed 
the  sum  of  20/  on  each  right  or  £3.  to  each  1000  acres  to  be  paid  in  bills 
of  credit  of  this  state — And, 

That  the  gore  of  land  marked  Knoulton^  on  the  plan  or  map  of  this 
state  containing  loooo  acres  and  granted  to  Luke  Knoulton  Esq''  be 
assessed  £4-10.  on  each  right  or  £13.10  on  each  1000  acres — to  be  paid 
in  bills  of  credit  of  this  state — And  that  the  money  or  bills  of  credit 
as  afores'd  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  this  state  between  this  &  the  sit- 
ting of  the  Legislature  at  their  next  Ocf  session — 

The  Com*^^  on  the  petition  from  Lunenburgh  reported — which 
being  read — ^was  accepted  and  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  credit 
the  town  of  Lunenburgh  on  the  five  penny  state  tax  for  the  year  1788 
the  sum  of  £16-13-4  which  sum  appears  to  have  been  overcharged  against 
said  town  by  their  being  doomed  £800  too  high — 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  distribute  the 
laws  passed  this  session  as  follows — One  copy  to  each  of  the  following 
persons  viz  His  Excellency  the  Governor — His  honor  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  each  member  of  Council  the  Treasurer,  the  secretary  of 
Council,  the  Secretary  of  state  the  clerk  of  the  General  Assembly,  one  to 
each  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme,  County  and  Probate  courts — one  to 
each  clerk  of  said  courts — one  to  each  town  clerk  and  one  to  each 
Justice  of  the  peace — And  that  the  same  be  sent  by  the  printer  to  this 
state  by  the  posts  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  to  be  by  them 
distributed  according  to  this  resolution — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  call  on 
Thomas  Chittenden  Esq'^  late  Governor  of  this  state  for  a  note  or  bond 
which  it  is  said  Elias  Buel  and  Ira  Allen  Esq'^  gave  him  in  behalf  of  the 
Treasurer,  upon  his  issuing  the  charter  of  Coventry  agreeable  to  a  re- 
solution of  Council  passed  Ocf  1788  and  if  the  Treasurer  shall  obtain 
said  bond  or  note  he  is  hereby  directed  to  take  all  necessary  measures  for 
the  speedy  collection  of  it — ■ 

The  following  bills  were  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  & 
Council  for  revision  and  concurrence  &  proposals  of  amendment  viz — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  and  explanation  of  an  act  passed  March  8*^ 
1787  entitled  an  act  ascertaining  the  mode  in  which  granting  fees  shall 
be  assessed  and  the  charters  given  of  lands  granted  by  this  state — 


1.  This  is  a  reference  to  Avery's  Gore  in  Chittenden  County,  a  part  of  which  was 
annexed  to  New  Huntington  (Huntington),  Oct.  22,  1794. — State  Papers  of  Vermont  vol. 
I,  p.  31.     For  reference  to  Buel's  Gore  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  i,  p.  156. 

2.  Knowlton's  Gore,  granted  to  Luke  Knowlton,  was  chartered  as  Bakersfield,  but 
was  known  by  both  names  until  Oct.  25,  1792,  when  parts  of  Fairfield  and  Smithfield  were 
annexed  and  the  town  was  designated  Bakersfield. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  i,  p.  92. 
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An  Act  directing  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  West- 
minster to  prove  approve  and  confirm  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
Ichabod  Ide  deceased — 

An  Act  altering  the  place  for  holding  the  supreme  and  County 
Courts  in  the  County  of  Chittenden — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  in  the  township  of 
Johnson — And, 

An  Act  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  settling  and 
adjusting  the  accounts  of  Ira  Allen  Esq""  the  late  Surv''  Gen'  &  James 
Whitlaw  [Whitelaw]  Esq''  the  present  Surv"^  Gen' — 

The  following  bills  were  returned  from  Council  concurred — 'viz — 

An  Act  defining  the  powers  of  Justices  of  the  peace  within  this 
state — 

An  Act  to  enable  the  Judge  of  Probate,  &c.  to  prove  &  approve  and 
confirm  the  last  will  of  Ichabod  Ide. 

An  Act  appointing  an  attorney  General  and  defining  his  office  & 
duty — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Killington 
[Sherburne]  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Johnson — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Philadelphia  &c. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Lunen- 
burgh — 

An  Act  in  addition  &  explanation  of  the  act  ascertaining  the  mode 
of  assessing  granting  fees  &c — passed  March  S^^  1787 — 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  Marsh- 
field,  with  an  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House — 

An  Act  empowering  Sheriffs  &  Constables  to  commit  persons  to 
Goal  [jail]  out  of  their  counties — 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  attornies  &  pleadings  at  the 
bar — And, 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  that 
part  of  Goshen  which  lies  easterly  of  Salisbury  for  making  roads  &c — 
which  Bills  were  severally  read  &  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning. 

THURSDAY  Oct^  29^  »>  1789— 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Guildhall  made  their  report  which 
was  read  and  accepted,  &  thereupon 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Guildhall  the  several  state  taxes  now  due  that  were  levied  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1786  except  the  ten  shilling  land  tax — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  repealing  certain  parts  of  an  act  directing 
Listers  in  their  office  &  duty  was  returned  from  Council  concurred  read 
&  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 
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Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  his  Excellency  the  Governor  one 
hundred  dollars  in  hard  money  toward  his  salary  for  the  year  ensuing — 

Ordered  that  the  Journals  of  the  House  during  their  present  session 
be  published  in  the  usual  manner — 

The  bill  declaring  the  debts  due  this  state  on  interest,  was  returned 
from  Council  with  amendments,  which  was  read  with  the  proposed 
amendments  &  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Washington  was  returned  from  Council  concurred, 
read  &  passed  into  a  Law — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  appointing  an  Attorney  General  &  defining 
his  office  &  duty,  was  returned  from  Council  suspended  till  the  next 
session  of  Assembly — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  the  surveyor  Generals  accounts  &c.  was  returned  from 
Council  with  amendments,  which  bill  with  the  amendments  were  Read 
&  passed  into  a  Law — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  an  act  for  establish- 
ing post  offices  was  returned  from  Council  suspended  until  the  next 
session  of  Assembly 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  confirming  grants  &c.  was  sent  from  the 
Council  requesting  that  the  same  might  be  passed  into  a  Law — which 
was  read,  accepted  &  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  a  number  of  the  Representatives 
of  Windham  County  reported  that  the  same  be  refered  to  the  next 
session  of  Assembly — which  was  read  &  accepted — 

Ordered  that  the  petitions  from  Bezaleel  Jones  Elias  Buel  and  John 
Scott  be  refered  to  the  next  session — 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  &  he  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  draw  such  sum  or  sums  of  hard  money  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  this  state  as  he  may  conceive  necessary  for  Com"^^  elected  by  this 
state  to  treat  with  the  Com'^  of  the  state  of  New  York — And  also  for 
the  use  of  the  Agents  appointed  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  if 
they  should  require  the  same — 

Resolved  that  this  House  concur  with  the  Governor  &  Council  in  the 
address  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  &  that  the  speaker  sign  the 
same  in  behalf  of  this  House — 

Resolved  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  state  to  pro- 
cure the  election  sermon  to  be  printed  and  send  one  copy  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor — one  to  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  one 
to  each  member  of  Council  &  Assembly — one  to  each  secretary — one  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly — and  fifty  copies  to  be  printed  and 
distributed  to  the  clergy  of  this  state  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev'd 
M"^  Foster — 

Resolved  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  state  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly  to  make  out  copies  of  all  acts  &  resolutions 
that  respect  the  Treasurer  in  his  office  &  duty  and  transmit  the  same  to 
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the  Treasurer  immediately  after  the  rising  of  every  session  of  Assembly — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  supreme  & 
County  Courts  in  the  County  of  Chittenden  was  returned  from  Council 
with  an  amendment — and  after  being  read  was  refered  to  the  next 
session — 

Resolved  that  the  Auditor  of  public  accounts  be  and  hereby  is  di- 
rected to  credit  all  accounts  between  Ira  Allen  Esq""  and  the  state  of 
Vermont  that  remain  unsettled  except  said  Aliens  accounts  as  late  sur- 
veyor General — And  that  said  Auditor  be  directed  to  cast  interest  both 
for  and  against  the  state — and  if  there  should  be  a  ballance  due  to  the 
state  to  report  the  same  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly — And  if  there  be 
a  ballance  due  to  said  Allen  the  Auditor  is  directed  to  draw  an  order  on 
the  Treas""  of  this  state  for  such  ballance  due  &  the  Treas''  is  directed 
to  pay  the  same  in  state  notes  to  said  Allen. 

Resolved  that  the  Treas ■■  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  receive  of 
Joseph  Fay  Esq"^  £33  in  public  securities  of  this  state  in  payment  of  the 
granting  fees  of  the  township  of  Huntsburgh  [Franklin] — any  law  or 
Resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding — Said  Fay  agrees  that  no 
further  discount  or  compensation  shall  hereafter  be  requested  on  account 
of  money  lent  the  state — 

Resolved  that  one  Member  from  each  County  be  directed  to  receive 
the  debenture  for  the  members  of  their  respective  Counties — And  the 
Treas''  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  Debenture  accordingly — 'Members 
chosen  Mess''^  J.  Robinson,  M"^  [Isaac]  Lyman,  M"^  B.  Brown,  M"^  [Elijah] 
Paine,  M""  [Samuel]  Williams,  M""  [Abel]  Thompson  &  M""  [William  C] 
Harrington — 

His  Excellency  &  Council  having  joined  the  House — And  as  there 
appeared  no  further  business  necessary  to  be  done  his  Excellency 
thanked  the  Gentlemen  present  for  their  attention  to  business — and 
M''  Stone  made  a  prayer  suited  to  the  occasion — 

Resolved  that  all  matters  now  pending  before  this  House  be  &  hereby 
are  refered  to  the  next  session  of  this  legislature  &  that  this  Assembly 
be  &  hereby  is  adjourned  without  day. 


JOURNAL   OF  THE   PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


GENERAL    ASSEMBLY 


OF  THE 


STATE  OF  VERMONT 

At  Their  Session  At  Castleton  October  179c 


THURSDAY— October  14*  1790— 

The  Representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  state  of  Vermont  met 
this  day  at  the  meeting  house  in  Castleton'  agreeable  to  Constitution 
and  the  order  of  the  Legislature 

On  motion  to  choose  a  speaker  pro.  tem. 

The  Honorable  Gideon  Olin  Esq''  was  elected — 

On  motion  to  choose  a  Clerk  Pro.  tem. 

Oliver  Gallup  Esq''  was  elected — 

The  following  persons  were  returned  elected  as  Representatives  for 
the  year  ensuing  and  they  severally  took  the  oaths  &  subscribed  the  test 
required  by  the  Constitution  viz — 

— Bennington  County — 
Bennington  Maj''  Jon^  Robinson  Pozvnall  Thomas  Jewet  Esq*"  Shats- 
bury  [Shaftsbury]  Gideon  Olin^  Esq"",  Sunderland  Col°  Gideon  Brown- 
son —  Manchester  Maj''  Gideon  Ormsby,  Dorset  M''  [William]  Dunton, 
Rupert  Israel  Smith  Esq''  Stamford  M*^  [Andrew]  Selden  Arlington  M"" 
[Timothy]  Todd,  Sandgate  M'  [Richard]  Hurd— 

— Windham  County — 
Hinsdale  Col°  Arad  Hunt — Brattleborough  Gardner  Chandler  Esq'' — 
Dummerston  M''  Thomas  Clark — Putney  Docf  John  Campbell — • 
Westminster  Col°  Stephen  R.  Bradley — Rockingham  Jehiel  Webb  Esq"" 
Newfane  Calvin  Knoulton  Esq'' — Wardsboro'  Asa  Wheelock  Esq'' — 
Guilford  M''  Peter  Briggs — Thomlinson  M''  Henry  Bond — Jamaica  M'' 
Silas  Hayward — Wilmington  Capt.  Chipman  Swift — Athens  M''  James 
Shafter — TownjA^w^  Joshua  Wood  Esq'',  Whitingham  M''  Isaac  Lyman — ■ 
Marlborough  Benjamin  Olds  Esq'' — 


1.  The  Congregational  church  in  Castleton  was  organized  in  1784.  In  1786  it  was 
voted  to  build  a  meeting  house,  but  owing  to  a  dispute  over  the  choice  of  a  site  the  con- 
struction was  delayed.  For  several  years  services  were  held  in  a  storehouse  erected  for 
use  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  frame  of  the  new  church  was  erected  and  the 
building  was  enclosed  in  1790  but  the  interior  had  not  been  completed  when  the  struc- 
ture was  used  for  the  legislative  session.  While  the  election  sermon  was  being 
preached  the  floor  settled  two  or  three  feet,  causing  a  panic  but  no  person  was  seriously 
hurt. — Hemenway's  Gazetteer,  vol.  3,  pp.  525-526. 

2.  Gideon  Olin  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  in  1743,  and  came  to  Shaftsbury  in  1776. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Windsor  convention  of  June  4,  1777,  was  made  a  Commissioner 
of  Sequestration,  Feb.  21,  1778,  and  a  Major  of  the  Second  regiment.  May  28,  1778.  He 
represented  Shaftsbury  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1778,  1780,  1781,  1783-1793  and  in  1799, 
serving  as  Speaker  from  1786  to  1792,  inclusive.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Council  from 
1793  to  1797;  Assistant  Judge  of  Bennington  County  Court,  1781-1798  and  1800-1803, 
also  Chief  Judge,  1807-181 1;  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Conventions  of  1791  and  1793; 
and  member  of  Congress  from  1803  to  1807.  He  was  active  in  the  final  negotiations  which 
resulted  in  an  agreement  with  New  York  and  the  admission  of  Vermont  to  the  Union.  He 
was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  Congress  in  1794  and  1796  and  for  Governor  in  1797. 
He  died  at  Shaftsbury  in  1823.  Demlng's  Vermont  OfBcers,  pp.  23,  24,  31,  32,  211,  272, 
292,304,  349;  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  4,  pp.  42-43. 
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— Windsor  County — 

Springfield  Maj""  Jotham  White — Weathers  field  Major  Joseph  Hubbard — 
Windsor  Docf  Benj^  Greene — Hartland  Col°  Oliver  Gallup — Hartford 
Col°  Joshua  Hazen — Norwich  Capt.  Joseph  Hatch — SA^ronM""  Anthony- 
Morse,  Pomfret  M""  Berias  Green — Woodstock  Col°  Jesse  Safferd — Read- 
ing Elkanah  Day  Esq""  Cavendish  Asaph  Fletcher  Esq"^  Chester  Daniel 
Heald  Esq'^  Andover  Frederick  Rogers  Esq""  Bridgwater  John  Wawkins 
[Hawkins]  ¥.sq\^ Barnardyi^ KsLVon  Barlow — ^oya/^owM'^ Daniel TuUer — 
5/?^/j^/ Michael  Flynn  Esq'^ — Rochester  Enoch  Emerson  Esq'' — 

— Orange   County — 

Newhury  Col°  Thomas  Johnson — Fairlee  Gen'  Israel  Morey  Bradford 
Ashur  Chamberlain  Esq*"  Thetford  Judge  [Israel]  Smith — Williamstown 
Judge  [Elijah]  Paine — Barnet  Judge  [Alexander]  Harvey — -Straff erd 
William  Dennison  Esq""  Lunenburgh  M""  Samuel  Gates,  Corinth  Capt. 
Peter  Sleeman — Vershire  Eben""  West  Esq""  Brookfield  Daniel  Kingsbury 
Esq''  Maidstone  M"'  John  Rich,  Tunbridge  Col°  Seth  Austin — Guildhall 
David  Hopkinson  Esq''  Peacham  Maj"'  [William]  Chamberlain — Rye- 
gate  John  Gray  Esq"" — 

— 'Rutland  County — 

Castleton  Maj''  Eli  Cogswell — Danby  M""  Wing  Rogers — Chittenden 
MJ  Nathaniel  Ladd — Fair  haven  Col°  [Matthew]  Lyon — Benson  Asahel 
Smith  Esq''  Middletown  Ephraim  Carr  Esq"" — Ira  M''  Cephas  Carpenter 
Shrewsbury  M''  Nathan  Finney — Wallingford  Abraham  Jackson  Esq'' — 
Clarendon  Elihu  Smith  Esq'' — Pitts  ford  Col°  [Benjamin]  Cooley — Tin* 
mouth  Judge  [Ebenezer]  Marvin — Wells  Rev'd  Sam'  hathropPawlet 
Judge  Lemuel  Chipman — Rutland  Judge  [Samuel]  Williams — Orwell 
Eben''  Wilson  Esq''  Poultney  William  Ward  Esq''  Sudbury  M''  John  Hall^ 
Harwich  [Mt  Tabor]  John  Jenkins  Esq'' — Brandon  Nathan  Daniels 
Esq^ — Hubbardton — '[Ezekiel]  Churchill  Esq"^ — 

— Addison  County — 

Whiting  Eben''  Wheelock  Esq^ — Leicester  John  Smith  Esq''  Weybridge 
Capt.  Abel  Wright — Newhaven  Elijah  Foot  Esq'' — Fergennes  Jabez  G. 
Fitch  Esq'' — Salisbury  Capt.  [Eleazer]  Claghorn — Panton  Capt.  Benj* 
Holcomb — Addison  Col°  [David]  Whitney — Cornwall  Rev'd  M'^[Thomas] 
Tolman — Ferrisburgh  Abel  Thompson  Esq''  Middlebury  Judge  [Gama- 
liel] Painter — Monkton  Samuel  Barnum  Esq'' — Shoreham  Josiah  Pond 
Esq^ — Bridport  Col°  Phillip  Stone — 

— Chittenden  County — 

Charlotte  Judge  [John]  McNeil— Shelburne  Maj^  [William  C]  Harring- 
ton Colchester  Gen'  Ira  Allen — Burlington  Maj""  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  Cam- 
bridge Amos  Fasset  Esq''  Johnson  M""  Jon*  McConnel  St.  Albans  Silas 
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Hathaway  Esq"" — Hinesburgh  Capt,  Lem'  Bostwick — Essex  M''  Joel 
Woodworth — Jericho  Martin  Chittenden  Esq''  Williston  Col°  [Jonathan] 
SpafFerd — Fairfax  M''  Nathan  Spafford — Georgia  Judge  [John]  White — 
Milton  Abel  Waters  Esq"  Two  Heroes  Col°  [Timothy]  Pearl  Highgate 
John  Knickerbaccor  Esq""  Swanton  Daniel  Stannard  Esq"" — 

Resolved  that  two  members  from  each  County  to  join  a  Committee 
from  Council  be  chosen  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  Governor, 
Lieutenant  Governor,  Councillors  and  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year 
and  make  report  of  the  persons  elected — Members  chosen  M"'  [Gardner] 
Chandler,  M"  [Arad]  Hunt,  Docf  [Benjamin]  Greene,  M''  [Michael] 
Flynn,  M''  [Thomas]  Johnson  M''  [Israel]  Morey,  Judge  [John]  White, 
M"  [William  C]  Harrington  M"  [Gamaliel]  Painter,  M"  I.  Smith,  M"" 
[Samuel]  Williams  M''  L.  Chipman,  M""  [Jonathan]  Robinson  and  M^ 
[Gideon]  Ormsby — 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — 

—2    °Clock  P.   M— 
Met  and  adjourned  until  6  °Clock  this  evening — 


—6    °Clock  P.   M— 

Resolved  that  M''  E.  Smith  be  requested  to  wait  on  the  Gov""  & 
Council  &  solicit  their  attendance  in  the  house  to  hear  the  report  of  the 
Committee  for  counting  the  votes  for  Governor  &c. — 

His  Excellency  &  Council  having  joined  the  House  General  [Samuel] 
Saiferd  from  the  Committee  handed  in  the  following  report  viz — 

"That  the  hon''*^  Thomas  Chittenden'  Esq''  is  elected  Governor — 

That  no  person  has  a  majority  of  votes  for  Lieut.  Gov''^ — 

That  Samuel  Safferd,  Peter  Olcott,  Isaac  Tichenor  Jonathan  Hunt, 

John  Strong,  Jacob  Bayley,  Timothy  Brownson,  Thomas  Porter,  Eben' 

Walbridge  John  Fasset  Jun'^  and  Luke  Knoulton  Esquires  are  elected 

Councillors — 

That  Samuel  Mattocks  Esq''  is  elected  Treasurer — 
When  the  High  Sheriff  of  Rutland  County^  by  proclamation  de- 
clared the  said  officers  duly  elected — 

The  House  adjourned  until  8  °Clock  to  morrow  morning 


1.  Governor  Chittenden  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  nearly  1,300  votes.  Governor 
and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  207,  reprints  from  the  Vermont  Gazette  of  Oct.  18,  1790,  an  extract 
from  a  letter  written  by  a  citizen  of  Castleton  to  a  friend  in  Bennington,  under  date  of  Oct. 
JS)  I790>  giving  the  result  of  the  election  as  reported  by  the  canvassing  committee. 

2.  In  the  letter  printed  in  the  Fermont  Gazette  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the 
preceding  note,  the  statement  is  made  that  "Dr.  (Jonathan)  Arnold  stands  highest  for 
Lieutenant  Governor." 

3.  The  High  Sheriff  of  Rutland  County  from  1796  to  1802  was  Jonathan  Bell  of 
Tinmouth. — Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  p.  335. 
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FRIDAY  is'^  October  i ygc^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  a  Speaker  Secretary  and 
Clerk — when  the  ballots  being  taken, 

The  Honorable  Gideon  Olin  Esq""  was  elected  speaker 

Roswell  Hopkins  Esq''  Secretary  and 

Lewis  R.  Morris  Esq"^  Clerk — -who  were  sworn  to  their  respective 
offices  by  his  honor  the  Chief  Justice — 

On  motion  made  to  elect  a  Lieutenant  Governor  for  the  ensuing 
year — Ordered  that  the  choice  of  a  Lieutenant  Governor  be  assigned  for 
the  business  of  the  House  2  "Clock  P.  M.  this  day. 

The  House  then  took  under  consideration  the  rules  adopted  last 
session  of  the  General  Assembly — And, 

Ordered  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  rules  for 
the  regulation  of  this  House — Members  chosen  M''  [Samuel]  Hitchcock, 
M^  [Elijah]  Paine  &  M^  W.  Rogers— 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  consisting  of  one  member  from  each 
county  be  appointed  to  receive  the  grand  list  members  chosen — M"" 
[Timothy]  Todd,  M^  [Nathaniel]  Ladd,  M^  [Abel]  Thompson,  M^  [John] 
Knickerbaccor,  M'  [Alexander]  Harvey,  M'  [Asaph]  Fletcher  &  M' 
[John]  Campbell 

A  petition  signed  Matthew  Lyon  praying  permission  to  purchase  a 
lot  of  land  lying  in  Orwell  granted  to  the  society  for  propagating  the 
gospel'  in  foreign  parts  and  also  praying  for  a  loan  of  £800  from  the 
Treasury  of  this  state  to  erect  &  furnish  a  furnace,^  which  petition  was 
refered  from  the  last  session  of  Assembly,  was  read  and  assigned  for 
further  consideration  until  Tuesday  next  2  °Clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  M""  [Elijah]  Paine, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  consisting  of  one  member  from  each 
county  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  be  appointed  to  arrange 
the  business  of  the  session.  Members  chosen  Mess"  [Joshua]  Wood, 
[Benjamin]  Greene,  [Israel]  Morey  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  [Gamaliel] 
Painter  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  &  [Jonathan]  Robinson — 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  appointing  an  Attorney  General^  &  de- 
fining his  office  &  duty,  which  bill  passed  the  General  Assembly  last 
session,  but  was  suspended  by  Council  was  read — And  Ordered toYit  on 
the  table — 

Adjourned  until  2  ''Clock  P.  M — 

2   "Clock  P.  M— 
A  bill  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  an  Act  entitled  "An 


1.  See  note  p.  112a  on  glebe  lands. 

2.  Lyon  established  an  iron  furnace,  forges  and  a  slitting  mill  at  Fair  Haven — 
Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  554.  See  p.  171  of  this  volume  for  a  vote  of  the 
Assembly  on  Colonel  Lyon's  request. 

3.  See  p.  195  for  the  election  of  the  first  Attorney  General. 


i82  Assembly  Journal 

act  for  establishing  post  offices'  within  this  state" — which  bill  passed 
the  General  Assembly  at  their  last  session  and  was  suspended  by  the 
Council  was  read  and  Passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  mode  of  filling  vacancies^  which 
may  happen  in  certain  offices  therein  mentioned — which  bill  passed 
the  General  Assembly  at  their  last  session  and  was  suspended  by  Coun- 
cil was  read  &  passed  into  a  Law  of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  supreme 
&  County  Courts  in  the  County  of  Chittenden^ — refered  from  the  last 
session  of  Assembly  was  read  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  Coun- 
cil and  non  concurred — 

M''  [Elijah]  Paine  moved  that  a  member  be  requested  to  wait  on 
the  Council  &  Solicit  their  attendance  in  this  house  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  Lieutenant  Governor — when  M''  [Elijah]  Paine  was  desired 
to  wait  on  the  Council  for  that  purpose — 

The  Council  appeared  in  the  House — when  the  House  Resolved, 
to  join  the  Council  in  Grand  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a 
Lieutenant  Governor — 

"The  Honorable  M'  [Timothy]  Brownson  in  the  Chair 

Joseph  Fay  Clerk — 

The  ballots  being  taken— The  Honorable  Peter  Olcott^  Esq""  was 
declared  duly  elected" — 

A  petition  for  a  Land  tax  on  Buels  Gore  was  read  &  Resolved  that 
said  petition  and  all  others  of  a  similar  nature  be  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee consisting  of  one  member  from  each  county  to  join  a  Committee 
from  Council — Members  chosen  Mess"  [Gideon]  Brownson,  [Henry] 
Bond,  [Oliver]  Gallup  [Thomas]  Johnson  [Timothy]  Pearl  [Gamaliel] 
Painter  &  [Lemuel]  Chipman — 


1.  This  measure  repealed  that  part  of  the  postal  act  providing  for  an  allowance  to 
postriders  by  the  mile. — Laws  of  Vermont,  1787-1793,  p.  254. 

2.  This  act  provided  that  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor 
or  member  of  the  Council  should  be  filled  "by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  Governor,  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives. " — Laws  of  Vermont,  1787-1793,  pp.  253-254. 

3.  An  act  passed  in  1788  (Laws  of  Vermont  1787-1793,  pp.  214-217)  provided  for 
holding  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  Chittenden  County  at  Colchester.  An  act 
passed  in  1793  at  the  request  of  a  majority  of  the  Representatives  from  that  county,  ap- 
pointed Thompson  J.  Skinner  and  Samuel  Sloan  of  Williamstown,  Mass.,  and  Israel  Jones 
of  Adams,  Mass.,  a  committee  to  fix  a  place  for  holding  sessions  of  supreme  and  county 
courts,  and  Burlington  became  the  county  seat. — Laws  of  Vermont,  1787-1793,  part  2, 
pp.  82-83. 

4.  Peter  Olcott  was  born  in  Bolton,  Conn.,  April  25,  1733.  He  settled  in  Norwich, 
Vt.  He  had  a  part  in  the  formation  of  the  State,  being  a  member  of  the  convention  that 
convened  at  Windsor,  June  4,  1777.  He  was  active  in  military  service  during  the  American 
Revolution.  He  was  in  the  Continental  army  at  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne.  He 
served  through  all  the  militia  grades  to  that  of  Major  General.  He  served  in  the  Council 
in  1778  and  from  1781  to  1789.  He  served  on  the  Supreme  Court  bench  from  1782  to  1784 
and  represented  Norwich  in  the  Legislature  in  1781.  He  held  the  office  of  Lieutenant 
Governor  until  1794.  He  died  in  1808. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  i,  p.  241;  Thompson's 
Vermont,  part  3,  p.  130;  Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  7,  12,  16,  22,  182,  273. 
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Resolved  that  M^  Speaker  M'  [Thomas]  Tolman  &  M^  [Lemuel] 
Hitchcock  be  a  Committee  to  draft  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  his  late 
Excellency  Gov''  [Moses]  Robinson — 

A  petition  from  the  Inhabitants  &  one  from  Jesse  Leavenworth  & 
others,  were  read  &  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  Jesse  Leavenworth  praying  that  the  time  allowed 
for  setding  dudes  in  certain  towns  therein  mentioned  may  be  extended 
to  three  years  was  read  & — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

Petitions  from  Benoni  Thayer,  Frederic  Smith,  David  Currier, 
Elijah  Parker  &  Asahel  Spalding  Collectors  ol  taxes  were  read  &  refered 
to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council — 
Members  chosen  Mess''^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  [Daniel]  Heald  &  John 
White— 

Resolved  that  all  private  petitions  be  filed  by  Saturday  the  23*^ 
Ins^  &  that  none  shall  be  received  after  that  time  during  this  session — 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  tomorrow  morning 

SATURDAY  i6">  Ocf^  1790— 

The  Speaker  by  order  of  the  House  requested  the  Reverend  M"" 
[Matthias]  Cazier  to  attend  this  House  as  their  Chaplain'  during  the 
session — 

The  petition  of  Simon  Stevens  &  others  praying  a  bill  of  abatement 
on  the  tax  for  the  year  1789  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess''^  [Asaph]  Flet- 
cher M^  [Jesse]  Saflterd  &  M^  [Elkanah]  Day- 
Petitions  from  Brattleboro'  Cornwall,  Salisbury  and  Londonderry 
similar  to  the  above  were  read  &  refered  to  the  above  Committee — 

A  petition  from  Lemuel  Buck  Ad"''  to  the  estate  of  Lemuel  Buck  de- 
ceased praying  to  be  enabled  to  execute  a  certain  deed  was  read  &  re- 
fered to  Mess"  [William  C]  Harnngton,  [Daniel]  Heald  &  [Samuel] 
Hitchcock  to  join  a  Com'^  from  Council — 

Rules  for  the  regulation  of  this  Assembly  being  reported  by  the 
•Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  were  read  as  follows 

i^'  That  every  member  &  spectator  be  subject  to  the  rules  of  the 
House — 

2^  That  the  doors  of  the  house  be  open  to  all  spectators  who  be- 
have themselves  orderly — 

3  ^  That  the  officers  of  the  House  attend  punctually  at  the  time  of 
adjournment  on  penalty  of  being  reduced  to  a  private  station — 

4^*^  That  no  member  being  absent  from  roll  call  take  his  seat 
without  leave  of  the  speaker — 

5'''  Any  member  who  is  absent  after  roll  call  more  than  fifteen 
minutes  at  one  time  shall  be  subject  to  like  penalty — And  if  such  member 
continue  absent  one  day  or  more  be  liable  to  be  expelled  the  House — 


I .     Rev.  Matthias  Cazier  was  the  first  minister  In  Castleton,  being  settled  by  the  town, 
Sept.  5,  1789.     His  pastorate  ended  Dec.  13,  1792 — Thomson's  Vermont,  part  3,  p.  45. 
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6*^*^  That  no  person  speak  in  the  House  without  leave  of  the- 
speaker — And  that  no  person  speak  in  the  House  except  members  of  the 
Council  without  obtaining  leave  of  the  speaker  by  a  member  of  the 
House — 

7'^  That  no  member  speak  more  than  twice  on  one  subject  with- 
out leave  of  the  House — 

S*^*^  That  no  member  make  any  nomination  until  such  nomina- 
tion be  called  for  by  the  speaker — And  that  the  speaker  put  every 
motion  to  vote  that  is  seconded  unless  withdrawn — 

9"*  That  no  member  who  is  in  the  minority  in  any  voteor  reso- 
lution determined  shall  move  for  a  reconsideration  thereof. 

lo**"  That  no  member  shall  call  for  the  yeas  &  nays  on  any  vote- 
or resolution  after  the  same  has  been  declared  a  vote  by  the  Speaker. 

ii'-'^  That  when  the  yeas  &  nays  on  any  vote  or  resolution  be 
called  for  by  the  speaker  every  member  present  shall  vote  or  excuse 
himself  to  the  house — 

12^^  That  whenever  his  Excellency  the  Governor  or  any  member 
of  the  Council  shall  appear  within  the  door  of  the  House  such  appear- 
ance shall  be  announced  by  some  officer  of  the  House  and  that  all  busi- 
ness shall  cease  during  their  stay  in  the  House  except  such  business  as. 
they  may  bring  before  the  House — 

13'  That  the  members  &  officers  of  the  House  have  leave  to  have- 
their  heads  covered  except  in  the  presence  of  the  Governor  or  Council, 
or  when  they  address  the  speaker — provided  that  nothing  in  this  rule 
shall  prevent  the  members  of  the  denomination  of  Quakers  from  covering 
their  heads  as  they  in  their  consciences  think  proper — 

14*  That  no  act  or  law  pass  the  House  of  Assembly  within  twenty 
four  hours  from  the  first  reading — 

15^^  That  no  member  shall  be  put  on  more  than  three  Committees, 
at  one  and  the  same  time- — 

Resolved  that  the  foregoing  report  be  accepted  and  the  said  rules  be 
the  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  House  for  the  ensuing  year — 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  persons  praying  for  a  tax  on  the 
town  of  Brumley  [Peru]  was  read  &  dismissed. 

A  petition  for  a  tax  on  the  town  of  Johnson  and  one  other  for  a  tax 
on  the  town  of  Topsham  were  read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Com- 
mittee— 

A  petition  from  the  resident  proprietors  of  Sandgate  praying  for 
the  sanction  of  law  to  lay  out  their  undivided  land  agreeable  to  the  mode- 
they  have  pursued  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess'^  [Jotham]  White,  [Samuel] 
Williams  &  Docf^  [Benjamin]  Greene. 

A  petition  from  the  selectmen  of  Fairfield  was  read  &  dismissed — 

A  petition  signed  Samuel  Crosby  attorney  to  Thomas  Brainard  was. 
read  &  refered  to  Mess'^  [William  C]  Harrington,  [Timothy]  Pearl  & 
[Elijah]  Paine — 

A  petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Minden  [Craftsbury]  praying  to> 
have  the  name  of  said  town  altered — was  read 
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Ordered  that  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted  with  leave  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Windham 
County  praying  for  a  Lottery  to  build  a  bridge  over  Deerfield  River, 
was  read  &  refered  to  Mess""^  [Andrew]  Selden  [Calvin]  Knoulton  & 
[Jonathan]  Robinson — 

A  petition  from  Samuel  How  Collector  of  Guildhall  was  read  & 
refered  to  the  Com'^  appointed  on  petitions  from  Collectors — 

A  petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  &  land  owners  in  the  towns 
of  Cabot,  Minden  [Craftsbury]  &  Greensboro'  was  read  &  refered  to 
Mess"  [Alexander]  Harvey,  [William]  Chamberlain  &  [Thomas]  John- 
son— 

A  petition  signed  Timothy  Hibbard  Collector  was  read  &  refered  to 
the  Committee  appointed  on  petitions  from  Collectors — 

A  petition  praying  for  an  act  to  Incorporate  a  Library'  Company  in 
Pownall  was  read  &  dismissed — 

A  petition  signed  by  sundry  persons  inWhitingham  praying  an  Act 
•to  alter  the  name  of  said  town  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"^^  [Eli]  Cogs- 
well, [Matthew]  Lyon  and  [Jehiel]  Webb — 

On  motion  of  M""  [Jonathan]  Robinson, 

Ordered  that  a  Committee  of  one  member  from  each  County  to 
join  a  Committee  from  Council  be  appointed  to  propose  amendments  to 
the  present  militia  Law,  should  they  judge  any  necessary  and  report 
the  same — Members  chosen  Mess"  [Arad]  Hunt,  Morris,  [Seth]  Austin, 
{Timothy]  Pearl,  [David]  Whitney  [Eli]  Cogswell  &  [Timothy]  Todd— 

Ordered  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Reverend  M"^  [Matthias]  Cazier  and  return  him  the  thanks  of  this  House 
for  the  election  sermon — Members  chosen  Mess"  [Eli]  Cogswell,  [Thom- 
as] Tolman  &  [Samuel]  Lathrop — 

On  motion  of  M"^  [Elijah]  Paine — Ordered  that  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  draw  a  bill  for  Auditing  and  allowing  public  accounts 
against  this  state — Members  chosen  Mess"  [Elijah]  Paine,  [Lemuel] 
Chipman  &  [John]  Knickerbaccor — 

The  Committee  on  Sandgate  petition  made  Report,  which  being 
read, — Ordered  that  said  petition  be  dismissed. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  issue  his 
proclamation  appointing  Thursday  the  25^  day  of  Nov""  next  as  a  day  of 
public  prayer  and  thanksgiving  throughout  this  state — 

M""  [John]  Hall  moved  for  leave  of  absence  until  Tuesday  next  at 
noon — ^And  M""  [William  C]  Harrington  and  [Abraham]  Jackson  until 
Wednesday  noon — Granted — 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  10  °Clock  morning 


I.     A  library  association  was  organized  in  Brookfield  in  1791  which  is  now  (1928) 
the  oldest  library  in  Vermont. — Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  5,  p.  574. 
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MONDAY  Oct^  i8^h  1790— 

A  petition  signed  Moses  Scott  praying  relief  from  a  judgment 
rendered  against  him  in  the  County  Court  in  the  County  of  Bennington 
for  Adultery  was  read — Also  a  petition  from  Zadock  Hard  &  others 
bondsmen  for  Israel  Burrett  was  read — And, 

On  motion  of  M""  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  a  Committee  of  three  was 
appointed  to  report  such  amendments  &  additions  as  they  may  conceive 
necessary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  defining  the  powers  of  the  supreme 
&  County  Courts  within  this  state" — Members  chosen  Mess''^  [Samuel] 
Hitchcock,  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  &  [Lemuel]  Chipman — 

A  petition  from  Frederick  A.  Bogue  Constable  of  Chittenden  was 
read  &  refered  to  the  Com'*  appointed  on  Collectors  petitions — 

A  petition  praying  for  a  Land  tax  in  Bristol  was  read  &  refered  to 
the  land  tax  Committee — 

A  petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Newhaven  Gore  praying  to  be 
annexed  to  Newhaven  was  read — Ordered  that  the  prayer  thereof  be 
granted  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draft  an  address  to  his  Honor  the  late 
Governor'  made  the  following  report — which  was  read  &  accepted — 

"Sir — Altho  the  Suffrages  of  the  freemen  of  Vermont  have  replaced 
his  Excellency  Governor  Chittenden  in  the  chair  of  government  for  the 
year  ensuing  yet  their  representatives  in  General  Assembly  are  happy  in 
having  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  entire  satisfaction  with  your 
late  administration  &  beg  you  to  accept  their  warmest  thanks  for  the 
services  you  have  rendered  them — 

"In  Republics  like  ours  every  citizen  has  an  equal  right  to  be 
elected  into  the  first  office  of  government — Upon  this  principle  we 
flatter  ourselves  you  will  feel  no  regret  in  retiring  from  office  and  mixing 
with  your  fellow  citizens  till  they  shall  again  call  you  up  to  public  view — 
In  your  retirement  we  wish  you  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  that  happiness 
&  tranquility  which  results  from  domestic  life  &  a  consciousness  of 
having  discharged  every  duty  both  as  a  private  citizen  &  chief  magis- 
trate with  faithfulness  and  integrity. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be  (by  order  of  the  House) 
"with  respect  your  most  obedient  servant 

"G.  OLIN  Speaker"— 
Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon — 


I.  This  address  to  the  retiring  Governor,  Hon.  Moses  Robinson,  was  in  the  nature 
of  an  answer  to  a  speech  delivered  by  Governor  Robinson,  Oct.  14,  1790,  following  the 
announcement  of  the  election  of  Thomas  Chittenden  as  his  successor.  The  Vermont 
Gazette,  in  its  issue  of  Oct.  18,  1790,  referring  to  the  result  of  the  State  election,  said: 
"Governor  Robinson  bears  the  loss  of  his  chief  magistracy  with  a  fortitude  which  becomes 
the  character  of  a  philosopher  and  a  Christian:  he  delivered  a  very  judicious  and  pathetic 
speech  to  the  troops."  In  his  retiring  speech  to  the  Council  and  Assembly,  he  declared: 
"The  freemen  have  an  undoubted  right,  when  they  see  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  community 
to  call  forth  their  citizens  from  behind  the  curtain  of  private  life,  and  make  them  their 
rulers,  and  for  the  same  reason  to  dismiss  them  at  pleasure  and  elect  others  in  their  place." 
— Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  207-208.  Governor  Robinson  afterward  served  one 
term  in  the  United  States  Senate  and  two  terms  in  the  General  Assembly. 
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2°Clock  P.  M— 

Col°  Stephen  R.  Bradley  produced  his  credentials  as  a  Representa- 
tive for  the  town  of  Westminster  which  were  read  &  after  taking  the  oath 
&  assenting  to  the  test  directed  by  constitution  he  was  admitted  to  a 
seat — 

A  petition  from  Alden  Spooner  praying  to  be  continued  as  State 
printer  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"^^  [Jonathan]  Robinson  [Lemuel] 
Chipman,  [Gamaliel]  Painter,  [Timothy]  Pearl,  [Stephen  R]  Bradley, 
Doct"^  [Benjamin]  Greene  &  [Thomas]  Johnson  to  join  a  Committee  from 
Council — 

A  petition  from  Hinesburgh  and  one  other  from  Williamstown  both 
praying  for  land  tax,  were  read  &  refered  to  the  Land  tax  Committee — 

A  petition  from  Cambridge  praying  for  a  lottery  to  build  a  bridge 
over  the  River  La  Moile  was  read  and  refered  to  Mess"  [Andrew] 
Selden,  [Calvin]  Knoulton  &  [Jonathan]  Robinson — 

A  petition  from  John  Lyman  and  one  other  from  Nathan  Fisk  both 
praying  for  an  act  of  Insolvency  were  Read  &  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from 
Council  be  appointed  to  draft  a  bill  of  Insolvency — Members  chosen 
Mess"  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  [Elijah]  Paine  &  [Calvin]  Knoulton — 

A  petition  from  Tunbridge  praying  a  confirmation  of  their  prop- 
rietors records  was  read  &  refered  to  A/[ess"  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  [Elijah] 
Paine  &  [Calvin]  Knoulton — 

A  petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Newhaven  praying  to  be 
annexed  to  Weybridge  was  read  &  the  prayer  thereof  Granted — &  leave 
given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  the  town  of  Rochester  was  read  &  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three — Members  chosen  Mess"  [William]  Denison,  M"" 
[Ebenezer]  Wilson  &  M""  [Somuel]  Williams. 

A  petition  from  Elihu  Grout  was  read  praying  permission  to  return 
a  hard  money  order  into  the  Treasury  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess''^ 
[William]  Dennison,  [Ebenezer]  Wilson  &  [Samuel]  Williams. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Sleeman  praying  for  a  Land  tax  on  Calais — 
also  one  from  Athens,  one  from  Thomlinson,  [Grafton]  one  fromDuxbury 
and  one  from  Moretown,  were  read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Committee. 

A  petition  from  Matthew  Phelps  Collector — also  one  other  from 
Athens  were  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Jabez  G.]  Fitch,  [Silas]  Hathaway 
&  [Martin]  Chittenden — 

A  petition  from  the  Proprietors  of  Bethel  was  read  &  refered  to 
Mess"  [Joseph]  Hatch,  [Eli]  Cogswell  &  [Peter]    Briggs — 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Guilford  praying 
that  their  Selectmen  may  by  law  be  excused  from  acknowledging  a 
certain  deed  therein  mentioned,  was  read  and  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  Joel  Ely  praying  for  a  rehearing  in  a  certain  cause 
therein  mentioned  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess^*  [Samuel]  Williams 
[Asaph]  Fletcher  &  Judge  [John]  White — 
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On  motion  of  M''  [Timothy]  Todd,  A  Resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  state  in  the  year  1786  granting  a  lottery  for  building  a 
bridge  over  the  roaring  Branch  so  called  was  read — ^And, 

On  motion  of  M""  [Gideon]  Ormsby 

Ordered  that  M''  [Timothy]  Todd  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  sum  of  money  by  lottery  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
&  fifty  pounds  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge  over  the  Roaring 
Branch  so  called  in  Arlington — 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

TUESDAY  Oct^  19^^   1790— 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Harwich  [Mt. 
Tabor]  praying  to  have  their  taxes  abated  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess""' 
[Ebenezer]  Marvin,  E.  Smith  &  [Joseph]  Hubbard — 

A  petition  from  Wing  Rogers  praying  an  abatement  of  certain 
taxes  therein  mentioned  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Danby  was  read  & 
refered  to  Mess"  [Ebenezer]  West  [Ebenezer]  Wilson  &  [Amos]  Fasset — 

M"^  Ashur  Chamberlain  appeared  in  the  House  &  produced  his 
credentials  as  Representative  for  the  town  of  Bradford — which  were 
read  and  accepted  &  after  taking  the  oath  &  assenting  to  the  test  pres- 
cribed by  constitution  was  admitted  to  a  seat — 

A  petition  signed  Peter  Page  was  read  &  dismissed — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  business  of  the  present 
session  made  the  following  report,  viz — 

i^'  To  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  Treasury  and  provide  for  its 
support — Refered  to  a  Committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each 
County — Members  chosen  Mess"  [Elijah]  Paine,  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley, 
{Samuel]  Hitchcock,  Docf  [Benjamin]  Greene,  [Jonathan]  Robinson, 
E.  Smith  &  [Gamaliel]  Painter. 

2^  To  hear  &  attend  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  treat  with  the  state  of  New  York' — Ordered  that  this  article  be  passed 
over  for  the  present — 

3  ^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  laws  of  the  state 
&  report  such  alterations  &  amendments  as  shall  be  found  necessary — 
And  also  whether  any  new  laws  are  requisite  to  be  made — Refered  to 
Mess"  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  [Samuel]  Williams, 
{Alexander]  Harvey  &  [Oliver]  Gallup — 

4'''  To  take  some  measures  for  the  enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  state — Ordered  that  this  article  be  passed  over  for  the  present — 

I.  Commissioners  representing  Vermont  and  New  York  met  at  New  York  on  Oct. 
I,  1790,  and  after  proposals  and  counter  proposals,  on  Oct.  7,  the  New  York  commissioners 
executed  a  formal  instrument  in  writing,  which  was  accepted  by  the  Vermont  commission 
as  the  basis  for  the  final  adjustment  of  the  controversy.  The  Vermont  commission  con- 
sisted of  Isaac  Tichenor,  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  Nathaniel  Chipman,  Ira  Allen,  Elijah  Paine, 
and  Israel  Smith.  The  New  York  commissioners  were  Robert  Yates,  John  Lansing,  Jr., 
Gulian  Verplanck,  Simeon  De  Witt,  Egbert  Benson  and  Melancton  Smith — Governor  and 
Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  457-460. 
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5'^  To  adopt  some  measures  for  the  encouraging  of  agriculture  & 
useful  manufactures — Refered  to  a  Com'*  to  consist  of  one  member 
from  each  County  to  join  a  Committee  from  Council — Members  chosen 
Mess"  [Andrew]  Selden,  [Matthew]  Lyon,  [Jonathan]  Spafferd,  I.  Smith, 
[Gardner]  Chandler,  [Jesse]  Safferd  &  [Israel]  Morey — 

6'*'  To  limit  the  time  of  payment  of  such  grants  of  lands  for  which 
the  granting  fees  have  never  been  paid  and  to  take  forfeituies  if  found 
necessary — refered  to  Mess"  [Gideon]  Ormsby,  [Lemuel]  Chipman, 
[David]  Whitney,  [Martin]  Chittenden,  [Arad]  Hunt,  [Joshua]  Hazen 
&  Judge  [Israel]  Smith — 

M''  [Samuel]  Williams  moved  for  leave  of  absence  until  tomorrow — 
which  was  granted — 

A  petition  signed  Oliver  Willard  was  read  &  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table — 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  two  members  from  each  County  be 
appointed  to  meet  his  Excellency  the  Governor^  and  conduct  him  into 
town — Members  chosen  Mess"  [Gideon]  Brownson,  [Jonathan]  Robin- 
son, E.  Smith,  [Ebenezer]  Wilson,  [Josiah]  Pond,  [David]  Whitney,  J. 
Spafferd  [Timothy]  Pearl,  [Gardner]  Chandler,  [Arad]  Hunt,  [Joseph] 
Hatch,  [Oliver]  Gallup,  [Seth]  Austin  &  [Israel]  Morey. 

The  Com'*  on  the  petition  for  a  Lottery  to  build  a  bridge  over 
Deerfield  River  made  report  "That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  thereof 
ought  to  be  granted"  which  was  read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  accordingly — 

The  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Alden  Spooner  made  report — 
"That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted" — 
which  report  was  accepted  &  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  to  adjourn  the  County  Court  in  the  County  of 
Windsor  which  now  stands  adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  October 
1790,  was  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revison 
&  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  annexing  Newhaven  Gore  to  Newhaven,  was 
read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  con- 
currence &  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  petition  signed  by  Lot  Hall  Esq"^  &  others  Representatives  from 
Windham  County  which  petition  was  refered  from  the  Session  of  As- 
sembly held  at  Westminster  A.  D.  1789  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess""* 
[Gideon]  Ormsby,  [Eli]  Cogswell,  [Gamaliel]  Painter,  [William  C] 
Harrington  Doct""  [Benjamin]  Greene  &  [Israel]  Morey — 

The  Committee  on  Joel  Ely  Jun""  petition  made  report — "That 
in  their    [opinion]  the  prayer  thereof  ought  not  to  be  granted, "  which 


I.  Governor  Chittenden  had  left  his  temporary  residence  at  Arlington  and  returned 
in  1787,  to  his  home  in  Williston.  The  time  that  had  elapsed  since  the  announcement,  on 
Oct.  14,  of  the  result  of  the  election,  was  necessary,  doubtless,  to  send  a  messenger  from 
Castleton  to  Williston  and  to  give  the  Governor-elect  opportunity  to  make  the  journey 
from  his  home  to  Castleton. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  i,  p.  119. 
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was  read  &  accepted — And  leave  given  for  the  petitioner  to  withdraw 
his  petition. 

A  petition  signed  Stilman  Foot  praying  for  a  new  trial  in  a  certain 
cause  therein  mentioned  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess''^  [John]  McNeil, 
[Joseph]  Hubbard  &  [Jabez  G.]  Fitch — 

On  Motion  of  M"^  [Jabez  G.]  Fitch,  Resolved  that  M''  Fitch  be  re- 
quested to  return  the  thanks  of  this  House  to  Col°  Lee'  and  tne  officers 
&  soldiers  under  his  command  for  their  martial  appearance  &  militarv 
conduct  on  the  day  of  election — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternooon — 

2   "Clock  P.  M—  ~ 

Agreeable  to  assignment  the  petition  of  Col°  Matthew  Lyon 
praying  the  sanction  of  Law  to  purchase  a  loc  of  Land  in  Orwell  drawn 
to  the  right  of  the  Society  for  propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts, 
and  also  praying  for  a  loan  from  the  Treasury  of  this  state  not  exceeding 
£800.  which  petition  with  a  statement  made  by  Col  °  Lyon  were  read — 
On  motion  of  M*^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley, 

Resolved  that  this  House  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole — 
M''  [Gideon]  Olin  in  the  chair 

Lewis  R.  Morris  Clerk — 

Resolved  that  this  Committee  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to 
loan  Col°  Lyon — Pounds  for  a  term  not  exceeding — years  on  sufficient 
security — Tlie  Com*^  then  disolved 

LEWIS  R.  MORRIS  Clerk- 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  read  &  accepted — 
Resolved   that    M^    [Samuel]    Hitchcock,    M^    [Timothy]  Pearl  M^ 
[Stephen  R.]  Bradley  &  JVP  Paine  draft  a  bill  agreeable  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  whole — 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Selectmen  of  Shoreham  praying  to  be 
reimbursed  certain  monies  by  them  expended  was  read  &  refered  to 
Mess"  White,  [Ebenezer]  Wilson  &  A.  Smith — 

The  Committee  on  the  petitions  from  a  number  of  Collectors  made 
report — "That  in  their  opinion  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  relieved  by  a 
special  act  of  the  Legislature  enabling  said  Collectors  &  others  under  like 
circumstances  to  sell  so  much  of  delinquent  proprietors  lands  tor  state 
tax  as  shall  pay  the  tax  together  with  the  cost  which  has  arisen  and  that 
which  hereafter  shall  arise  in  the  sale  of  such  delinquent  proprietors  lands 


I.  Col.  Noah  Lee  was  one  of  the  hrst  settlers  of  Castleton  and  represented  the  town 
in  the  Legislature  in  1784,  1789,  1794,  and  1795.  He  was  a  member  of  the  constitutional 
conventions  of  1791  and  1793.  He  died  in  1840,  aged  ninety-seven  years.  Adjutant 
General  Fay,  in  general  orders  issued  Oct.  14,  1790,  commended  Colonel  Lee  and  the  officers 
and  troops  under  his  command  for  their  martial  appearance. — Thompson's  Vermont,  part 
3,  p.  45;  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  207;  Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  104,  280. 
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&  that  the  Treasurers  extents  be  suspended  against  such  collectors  & 
their  persons  liberated  til  such  sale  be  made" — which  report  was  read  & 
accepted  &  Mess^^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  &  [Elijah] 
Paine  appointed  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

A  bill  entitled  an  Act  to  annex  part  of  Newhaven  to  Weybridge' — 
And  a  bill  entitled  An  act  declaring  by  whom  the  printing  business  for 
the  state  shall  be  performed — were  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Gov'' 
&  Council  for  revison  &c. — 

The  Com'^  on  Wing  Rogers  petition  report — "That  in  their  opinion 
the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted" — which  was  read  &  accepted 
&  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Petitions  from  the  towns  of  Hungerford,  [Sheldon]  Smithfield  and 
Fairfield  praying  for  a  land  tax  on  the  aforesaid  towns  were  read  &  re- 
fered  to  the  Land  tax  Committee. 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Whitingham— Reported  which  was 
read  &  not  accepted  &  the  petition  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  Anthony  Haswell  in  behalf  of  the  Listers  of  Benning- 
ton was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"'^  [Asaph]  Fletcher  [Jesse]  Safferd  & 
[Elkanah]  Day — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  granting  a  Lottery  to  raise  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge  over  the  Roaring  Branch,  was 
read  &  dismissed — 

The  Com^^  on  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Bethel  Report — 
That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  not  to  be  granted — which 
was  read  &  the  petition  dismissed. 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  directing  the  mode  of  choosing  a  Compt- 
roller-General of  accounts  &  pointing  out  his  office  &  duty — was  read  & 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  &  hereby  is  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Danby  on  the  tax  granted  on  the  List  of  the  year  1789  the  sum 
of  £24-5-5— 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

WEDNESDAY  20'^  Oct^  8  "Clock  1790— 

Israel  Smith  Esq""  appeared  in  the  House  and  produced  his  cre- 
dentials as  Representative  for  the  town  of  Rupert — which  was  read  & 
accepted  &  he  having  taken  the  oath  &  subscribed  the  test  prescribed  by 
constitution — was  admitted  to  a  seat — 

The  petition  from  Rochester  was  withdrawn  by  leave — 

On  motion  of  M""  [Elijah]  Paine 

Resolved  that  Docf  [Benjamin]  Greene  be  requested  to  desire  the 
Lieutenant  Gov""  &  Council  to  join  in  grand  Committee  for  the  purpose 
of  fixing  on  a  mode  of  electing  County  officers —  ,■-■ 


I.     By  authority  of  an  act  approved  Oct.  25,  1791,  a  part  of  New  Haven  was  annexed 
to  Weybridge — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  367. 
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A  bill  entitled  An  act  altering  the  name  of  the  town  of  Minden  in 
the  county  of  Orange'  to  that  of  Craftsbury  was  read — ■&  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table^ — 

The  Committee  on  the  petition  from  Shoreham  reported — That  in 
their  opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — was  read  & 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — ■ 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Athens — report — that  in  their 
opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted — which  was  read,  ac- 
cepted &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Com*^^  on  the  petition  from  Newhaven  for  an  abatement  of 
taxes — report — That  in  their  opinion  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be 
granted — which  was  read  &  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  accordingly — 

A  petition  from  the  selectmen  of  Newfane  praying  for  a  land  tax 
was  read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Com'^ — 

The  Governor  &  Council  joined  the  House  in  Grand  Com*^^  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  county  officers — 

His  Honor  [Lieutenant]  Governor  [Peter]  Olcot  in  the  chair — 

Joseph  Fay  Clerk — 

'^Resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  members  of  the  respective 
counties  to  meet  at  some  place  by  them  to  be  appointed  to  make  nomina- 
tions of  the  county  officers  necessary  in  their  respective  counties  for  the 
year  ensuing  and  make  report  to  this  committee  as  soon  as  may  be — 
Adjourned  until  10  "Clock  to  morrow  morning. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  business — 

On  motion  of  M'  [Samuel]  Hitchcock 

Resolved  that  Mess"  White,  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  and  [Abraham] 
Jackson  be  a  Com'^  to  draft  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  receive  twenty  shilling  for  filing  each  private  petition  for  the  use  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  state — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Newhaven  the  sum  of  £8-6-8  on  the  state  taxes  granted  on  the 
list  of  the  year  1789 — 

The  Com'''  on  the  petitions  from  Springfield  Londonderry,  Brattle- 
boro'  &  Cornwall,  reported, 

"That  in  their  opinion  the  prayers  thereof  ought  to  be  grantd"— 
which  was  accepted  &  leave  given  for  bills  to  be  brought  in  thereon  ac- 
cordingly^— 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  of  Stephen  Hard  constable  made  Report 
&  the  petition  dismissed — 

A  petition  signed  by  Andrew  Selden  praying  for  a  land  tax  was  read 
&  refered  to  the  Land  tax  Committee — 

The  bill  entitled  "an  act  to  adjourn  the  county  court  in  the  county 
of  Windsor  which  now  stands  adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  October 
1790,"  was  returned  from  Council  concurred  &  passed  into  a  law — 

I.  Orleans  County  was  organized  the  following  year,  1792,  and  Craftsbury  was  in- 
cluded in  the  new  county. — Thompson's  Vermont,  part  3,  p.  133. 
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The  Com'^  appointed  to  receive  the  grand  list  made  report,  which 
was  read  &  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 
Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2   "Clock  P.  M— 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Cornwall  the  sum  of  £2-9-7^  on  the  tax  of  5 '^  on  the  pound 
granted  by  the  General  Assembly  in  October  1789 — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Harwich  [Mt.  Tabor]  all  the  taxes  that  have  been  laid  on  the 
town  of  Harwich  by  reason  of  said  towns  being  doomed  up  to  the  year 
1788— 

John  Hawkins  Esq''  representative  from  Bridgwater  appeared, 
was  qualified  &  took  his  seat — • 

A  petition  from  the  selectmen  of  Cavendish  praying  for  an  abate- 
ment of  taxes  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Samuel]  Williams,  [Joshua] 
Hazen  and  [Daniel]  Stannard — 

A  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Stamford  was  read  and  dismissed — 

A  petition  from  Ephraim  Stevens  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table— 

A  petition  from  Nehemiah  Hopkins  was  read  and  refered  to  Mess" 
[Gideon]  Brownson,  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  and  [Israel]  Morey  to  join  a 
Com^^  from  Council — 

His  Excellency  Governor  Chittenden  appeared  in  the  house  at- 
tended by  the  Council  and  after  making  a  speech'  well  adapted  to  the 
occasion  was  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty  by  the  Hon'''* 
chief  Justice  [Nathaniel]  Chipman. 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

THURSDAY  Oct^  21 «'  1790— 

A  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Pittsfield  &  Hancock  praying 
that  part  of  the  granting  fees  of  Pittsfield  may  be  refunded,  was  read  & 


I.  The  text  of  Governor  Chittenden's  speech  was  printed  in  the  Vermont  Gazette 
of  Nov.  I,  1790,  and  is  reproduced  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  211-212.  In  his 
inaugural  Governor  Chittenden  declared  that  it  was  with  some  reluctance  than  he  again 
entered  into  public  service.  He  referred  to  the  approaching  union  with  the  thirteen  States 
which,  he  said,  "evinces  that  our  government  is  well  established,  the  minds  of  the  people 
happily  cemented,  and  everything  contributes  to  complete  our  political  felicity,  and 
prepare  the  way  for  the  happy  day  when  we  shall  add  no  small  weight  to  the  scale  and  be 
under  the  protection  of  a  new  and  glorious  empire  which  bids  fair  in  a  short  time  to  vie  in 
power  and  policy  with  any  of  the  European  States,  which  gives  me  more  satisfaction  than 
all  the  honors  in  the  power  of  this  or  any  other  State  to  confer  on  me."  He  referred  to 
"the  excellence  and  beauty  of  our  glorious  constitution,  which,  by  the  blessing  of  heaven, 
the  fortitude  and  perseverance  of  former  conventions,  councils  and  assemblies,  with  the 
aid  of  the  military  force,  we  have  obtained  and  supported,  against  the  opposition  of  a 
potent  foreign  power,  a  haughty  neighboring  government,  and  numerous  domestic 
opposers." 
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refered  to  Mess*"^  [Samuel]  Williams,  [Joseph]  Hubbard  and  [Ebenezer] 
Marvin  to  join  a  Committee  from  Council — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  credit 
the  town  of  Springfield  the  sum  of  £12-10-8  upon  the  tax  granted  for  the 
year  1789 — • 

Several  petitions  signed  Ephraim  Stevens  were  read  and  refered  to 
Mess"  [Benjamin]  Greene,  [Gardner]  Chandler  &  [Alexander]  Harvey — 

A  petition  from  Sol°  Spafferd  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Calvin] 
Knoulton,  [Arad]  Hunt  and  [Eleazer]  Claghorn — 

The  Grand  Committee  met  according  to  their  adjournment 

On  the  request  of  Lieut.  Gov""  [Peter]  Olcott  to  be  released  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Grand  Committee — 

Resolved  that  he  be  released  &  that  Gov"'  [Thomas]  Chittenden  take 
the  chair — 

Resolved  that  this  Committee  will  receive  the  nomination  of  the 
county  officers  in  the  respective  counties  and  vote  them  in  by  nomina- 
tion, excepting  where  any  member  of  the  Committee  shall  move  for  the 
ballots  to  be  taken  before  the  nomination  is  put,  in  which  case  such  elec- 
tion shall  be  suspended  until  the  Committee  shall  have  gone  through 
with  the  nomination  and  then  the  ballots  shall  be  taken  for  such  officer 
or  officers — Provided  where  the  vote  shall  be  once  taken  by  nomina- 
tion it  shall  in  no  case  be  afterwards  called  for  by  ballot — 

— Bennington   County    Nomination — 

Hon^''^  Sam'  Safferd  chief  Judge  of  the  county  court — 

Gideon  Olin  &  Gideon  Brownson  Esquires  Ass'  Judges — 

David  Robinson  Esq''  Sheriff — 

Nath'  Brush  Esq''  Judge  of  Probate  for  Bennington  District 

Martin  Powel  Esq''  Judge  of  Probate  for  Manchester  District — • 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Stamford  Andrew  Seldon — Pownal  Thomas  Jewet  Eli  Noble  and  Amos 
Potter — Bennington  Nath'  Brush  &  Jon^  Robinson — Shaftsbury  Jonas 
Galusha  Amos  Huntington  &  Jon^  Olin — Arlington  Nathan  Canfield 
and  Luther  ?>ion&, —Sandgate  Richard  Hurd  and  Sam'  Bristol — Sunder- 
land Samuel  Bartlet — Manchester  Enoch  Woodbridge,  Martin  Powell — 
Dorset— V^'"-'  Dunton,  John  Shumway  &  Asa  Baldwin  Rupert  Israel 
Smith  and  David  Shelden — 

— Windham  County — 

The  Hon'^'^  Luke  Knoulton  chief  Judge 

John  Bridgman  &  Benj^  Burt  Esquires  side  judges — ■ 

Samuel  Fletcher  Esq''  Sheriff — 

Noah  Sabin  Esq''  Judge  of  Probate  for  Westminster  District 

John  Bridgman  Esq""  d'" — -d"         for  Marlborough  District — 
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Justices  of  the  peace — 
Hinsdale  Arad  Hunt — Brattleborough  Gardner  Chandler,  Samuel 
Knights,  Docf  Lemuel  Dickerman — -Dummerston  Alexander  Kathan, 
Jason  Duncan — Westminster  John  Sessions,  Lott  Hall,  John  Tuttle, 
Eliakim  Spooner — Rockingham  Jehiel  Webb  John  Lovell,  Elias  Olcott — • 
Guilford  William  Bigelow,  Peter  Briggs — Hallifax  Benjamin  Henry 
Marlboro,  Benj^  Olds,  Nezvfane  Calvin  Knoulton  Townsend  Joshua 
Wood,  Joseph  Ty^^v— -Athens  James  Shafter — Tomlinson  Henry  Bond, 
Charles  Perkins — Londonderry  Edward  Aikin — Jamaica  Silas  Hayward 
— Wardsboro'  Asa  Wheelock — Wilmington  Isaac  Wheeler,  Timothy 
Castle — Whitingham  James  Roberts — 

— Rutland  County — 
Hon'''*^  Eben''  Marvin  chief  Judge — 
Lemuel  Chipman  &  Sam'  Williams  Assis'  Judges 
Jon^  Bell  Sheriff— 

Elisha  Clark  Judge  of  Probate  for  Rutland  District — • 
William  Ward  Judge  of  Probate  for  Fairhaven  District 

Justices  of  the  peace — 

Shrewsbury  Ichabod  Robinson,  Nathan  Finney — Rutland  Benjamin 
Whipple,  Nathan  Osgood — Castleton  Brewster  Higley,  Eli  Cogswell — 
Fairhaven  Simeon  Smith,  Silas  Safferd — Benson  Asahel  Smith,  John 
Sillick  Hubbardton  James  Whelpley — Pitts  ford  Benjamin  Cooley,  James 
Wing,  Eben""  Drury  Chittenden  Nathaniel  Ladd — Sudbury  John  Hall 
Brandon  Hiram  Horton,  John  Mott,  Jacob  Simons  Orwell  Eben''  Wilson 
— Pitts  field  Tho^  Hodgkins,  Pawlet  Gideon  Adams — Danby  Dan'  Sher- 
man Harwich  John  Jinkins — Ira  George  Sherman  Wallingford  Ab™ 
Jackson — Joseph  Randall  Tinmouth  Obad**  Noble,  Darius  Chipman, 
Sam'  Mattocks  Middletown  Ephraim  Carr,  Edmund  Bigelow — Wells 
Samuel  Lathrop,  Thomas  l^a.l\\rop—Poultney  William  Ward,  Thomas 
Ashley — Clarendon,  Abel  Cooper,  Elihu  Smith,  Increase  Moseley, 
Ezra  Crary — 

— Windsor  County — 

Hon '''  ^  Joseph  Marsh  chief  Judge — 
Paul  Brigham  &  Elijah  Robinson  Ass'  judges — 
Elijah  Robinson  judge  of  probate  for  Windsor  District 
John  Throop  Judge  of  Probate  for  Hartford  District. 

— Justices  of  the  peace — 

Springfield  Samuel  Cobb,  Jotham  White — Chester  Daniel  Heald, 
Timothy  Olcott — Andover  Moses  Warner — Ludlow  Jesse  Fletcher 
Weathersfield  Joseph  Hubbard,  Waters  Chilson — Cavendish  Asaph 
Fletcher,  Salmon  Duton  Windsor  Stephen  Jacob,  Briant  Brown  Tho* 
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Cooper  Reading  John  Weld,  Elkanah  Day — Hartland  Oliver  Gallup, 
Daniel  Spooner — Woodstock  Benj^  Emmons,  Jabez  Cottle — Bridgwater 
John  Hawkins — Rochester  Enoch  Emmerson  Hartford  Joshua  Hazen, 
John  Marsh — Pom/ret  John  Throop,  John  W.  Dana  Barnard  Joseph 
Foster,  Beriah  Greene  Norwich  Aaron  Storrs,  Elisha  Burton  Timothy 
Bush — Sharon  Joel  Marsh,  Anthony  Morse  Royalton  Abel  Stevens, 
Daniel  Tuller  Bethel  Nathaniel  Throop  Michael  Flynn — 

Orange    County — 

Hon^'^  Jacob  Bayley  chief  Judge 

Israel  Smith  &  Alex''  Harvey  Assistant  Judges — 

Fry  Bayley  Sheriff — 

Jacob  Kent  Judge  of  Probate  for  Newbury  District — 

Timothy  Bartholomew  Judge  of  Probate  for  Thetford  District — 

Elijah  Paine  judge  of  Probate  for  Randolph  District. 

— Justices  of  the  peace — 

Thetford  Tim°  Bartholomew — Beriah  Lomis — Strafferd  Samuel  Bliss, 
William  Dennison,  Tunhridge  Seth  Austin,  Alexander  Stedman — 
Randolph  Israel  Converse,  James  Steel — Braintree  Elijah  French, — 
Chelsea  Sam'  Huntington,  Brookfield  Tim°  Cowles — Moses  Hubbard — 
Fershire  Yhtn&ztv  West — Simeon  Morey — /"flzr/^^  Israel  Morey  Jed''  P. 
Buckingham — Bradford  Ashur  Chamberlain — Ellis  Bliss — Corinth  Sam- 
uel Hazeltine,  Ryegate  Josiah  Page  Williamston  Cornelius  Lynde — 
Elijah  Paine — Newbury  Jacob  Kent,  Tho'  Johnson,  Tho'  Chamberlain 
Barnet  Walter  Brock,  Enos  Stevens — Peacham  W™  Chamberlain  Whee- 
lock  Ab™  Morrill  Danville  David  Whitcher,  Israel  Randall — St.  Johns- 
bury  Jon^'  Arnold — Lunenburgh  Sam'  Phelps — Guildhall  Eben  W.  Judd — 
Maidstone  David  Gaskill  Lemington  Mills  De  Forest — Cabot  Lyman 
Hitchcock. 

Addison    County — 

Hon'''^  John  Strong  chief  Judge — 

Gamaliel  Painter  &  Abel  Thompson  assistant  Judges 

John  Chipman  sheriff — 

Roswell  Hopkins  Judge  of  Probate  for  Addison  District — 

— Justices  of  the  peace — 

Shoreham  James  Moore,  Ebenezer  Turrell  Bridport  Marshal  Smith — 
Addison  Zadock  Everist — Panton  Benjamin  Holcomb — Ferrisburgh 
Roswell  Hopkins  Vergennes  W""  Brush — Monkton  Samuel  Barnum 
Newhaven  Elijah  Foot,  Andrew  Barton  Jun' — Middlebury  Sam'  Miller, 
Weybridge  Abel  Wright — Cornwall  Joseph  Cook,  Sam'  Benton  &  W"" 
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Slade — Whiting  Ezra  Allen,  Ebenezer  Wheelock — Salisbury  Eliezer 
Claghorn — Kingston  Daniel  King — Leicester  Thomas  Sawyer — John 
Smith — 

— Chittenden  County — 

Hon*^'^  John  Fasset  chief  Judge — 

John  White  &  John  McNeil  assistant  Judges — 

Stephen  Pearl  sheriff — 

— Justices  of  the  peace — 

Charlotte  Asahel  Strong,  Daniel  Horsford  Jun''  Shelburn  Tim°  Hurlbut, 
W™  C.  Harrington — Burlington  John  Knickerbaccor,  Sam'  Hitchcock, 
Sam'  Lane — Colchester  John  Stevens,  Milton  Aaron  Matthews — South 
Hero  Eben^  Allen,  Tim°  Pearl,  Alex""  Gordon — North  Hero  Nath"' 
Hutchins  Jun"^  Georgia  Dan'  Stannard,  St.  Albans  Silas  Hathaway 
Jonathan  Hoit — Highgate  Ab™  Lampman  Jun''  Hinesburgh  Lem' 
Bostwick  Williston  Sol°  Miller,  Joel  Brownson — Newhuntingtoji  Jehiel 
Johns — Middlesex  Seth  Putnam  Essex  Joel  Wood  worth,  Timothy 
Bliss  Jericho  Martin  Chittenden  Jonathan  Castle  Cambridge  Amos 
Fasset — Starksboro  Sam'  Darrow  Fairfax  Tho^  Russell — Hydespark 
John  McDaniel  Johnson  Jon^  McConnell — Smithfield  Hubbard  Barlow — 

The  report  of  the  Commissioners'  for  settling  of  a  boundary  line 
between  this  state  and  the  state  of  New  York,  was  read — Also  a  declara- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  of  the  state  of  New  York  proposing  a  settle- 
ment of  the  said  boundary  line  and  relinquishing  claims  of  jurisdiction 
and  other  claims  to  the  state  of  Vermont,  was  read — 

The  Grand  Com'  adjourned  until  10  °Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

The  House  proceeded  to  business — 

The  Treasurer  requested  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  on 
certain  matters  which  he  wished  to  lay  before  them — 

After  the  Treasurer  had  made  his  statement  the  same  was  refered 
to  Mess"  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  [Ira]  Allen  &  [Elijah]  Paine  with  direc- 
tions to  confer  with  the  treasurer  and  make  report — 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  P.  M — 

2°Clock    P.    M— 

A  petition  signed  by  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Benjamin  Fasset  pray- 
ing for  half  pay  for  the  widow  and  orphans  of  Major  Wait  Hopkins  & 
Capt.  Benjamin  Hopkins  was  read  &  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  re- 
commending the  same  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States — 

A  petition  signed  Joseph  Drake,  &  others  praying  an  assessment  on 


I.     The  text  of  this  report  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  460-461. 
The  text  of  the  report  of  the  New  York  commission  may  be  found  on  pp.  459-460  of  the 


same  volume. 
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each  right  of  land  in  Goshen  was  read  and  refered  to  Mess"  [Abel] 
Thompson,  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  and  [Lemuel]  Chipman — 

A  petition  from  the  selectmen  of  Guildhall  praying  for  a  land  tax 
was  read  &  refered  to  the  land  tax  Committee — 

A  petition  from  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Clarendon 
&  Ira  praying  to  be  incorporated  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Ebenezer] 
Marvin,  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  &  Israel  Smith — 

A  petition  signed  Amos  Jones  praying  for  an  abatement  of  taxes 
was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  [Daniel]  Heald,  [Abel]  Waters  &  [Joseph] 
Hatch — ■ 

The  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Joel  Lyman  report  as  their 
opinion  that  the  prayer  thereof  should  be  granted — which  was  ac- 
cepted and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — ■ 

The  bills  entitled  "An  act  annexing  Newhaven  Gore  to  New- 
haven,"     and, 

An  act  declaring  by  whom  the  state  printing'  shall  be  done  were 
returned  from  Council  concurred  &  passed  into  laws — ■ 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  annex  part  of  Newhaven  to  Weybridge 
was  returned  from  Council  non-concurred  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table — 

A  petition  from  Jonas  Fay  praying  for  certain  lands  given  to  his 
two  twin  sons  by  the  late  Gen'  Ethan  Allen-  was  read  &  refered  toMess" 
[Jonathan]  Spafford  E.  Smith  &  M'  [John]  Knickerbaccor — 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitant  of  Brattleborough 
praying  that  Samuel  Warriner  may  be  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  year  ensuing  was  read  &  dismissed — 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  Amos  Jones  report  as  their  opinion 
that  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted — which  was  accepted  &  leave  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  granting  liberty  to  Joel  Lyman  to  enter  an 
action  in  the  supreme  court  in  the  county  of  Windsor  against  Joel  Ely 
and  Joel  Ely  Jun"' and 

A  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  mode  of  choosing  an  Auditor 
of  accounts'  against  this  state  were  read  accepted  and  sent  to  the 
Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Athens  the  sum  of  £6-8-11  on  the  5  penny  tax  of  1789 — 


1 .  This  act  gave  the  official  printing  for  the  session  to  Alden  Spooner  of  Windsor  and 
provided  that  thereafter  "the  several  laws  and  other  business  of  the  State"  should  be 
printed  "by  Messrs.  Haswell  and  Russell  of  Bennington,  on  the  west  side,  and  Mr.  Spooner 
on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain,  alternately,  as  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  holden  on 
the  different  sides  of  the  mountain."  This  is  an  early  recognition  of  the  "Mountain 
Rule,"  so-called — Laws  of  Vermont — 1787-1793,  p.  254. 

2.  Ethan  Allen  died  Feb.  12,  1789. — Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  435. 

3.  This  act  provided  for  the  election  of  an  Auditor  of  Accounts  by  the  Governor, 
Council  and  General  Assembly.  Under  its  terms,  the  Auditor  was  directed  to  refer  to 
the  Legislature  any  accounts  that  had  accrued  more  than  two  years  before  the  passage  of 
this  act. — Laws  of  Vermont,   17S7-1793,  p.  255.  _    .     _. 
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M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor  from  the  Council  informed  the  house  that  the 
•Governor  and  Council  were  ready  to  join  in  the  election  of  a  Councillor — 
He  also  delivered  to  the  speaker  a  bill  passed  by  Council  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  mode  of  filling  up  vacancies  which  may  happen  in 
certain  offices  therein  mentioned" — which  was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table — 

The  Com'^  on  Col°  [Matthew]  Lyons  petition — Report  the 
following — 

"In  General  Assembly  October  20'     1790 

"Resolved  that  the  states  treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  on 
application  of  Col°  ]Matthew^  Lyon  to  issue  to  the  said  Matthew  Lyon 
between  now  and  the  first  day  of  March  next,  the  sum  of  £600.  in  order 
on  the  Treasurer  without  interest — ^he  the  said  Matthew  giving  a  bond 
to  the  said  Treasurer  in  behalf  of  the  state  for  the  repayment  of  the  same 
into  the  treasury  within  four  years  from  the  date  of  this  resolve — 'And 
also  a  mortgage  on  such  lands  within  this  state  as  a  collateral  security, 
as  the  treasurer  shall  judge  sufficient  for  the  security  of  the  same  in 
double  the  value  of  the  aforesaid  sum — And  also, 

^^ Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  on  like 
application  of  the  said  IVIatthew,  to  issue  between  the  first  day  of 
March  next  &  June  next  the  further  sum  of  £600.  in  like  orders  as  afore- 
said giving  his  bond  and  security  on  lands  as  before  specified  to  be  repaid 
within  four  years  as  aforesaid — "which  report  was  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table— 

Ordered  that  his  Excellency  &  Council  be  requested  to  join  this 
House  in  Grand  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Councillor  and 
Judges  of  the  supreme  Court — 

On  motion  of  M""  [David]  Hopkinson, 

Ordered  that  M""  [Thomas]  Johnson  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  erecting  a  probate  district  in  the  north  part  of  Orange  county — 

A  petition  signed  Elisha  Clark  was  read  and  refered  to  Mess""* 
[Ebenezer]  Marvin   [Jonathan]  Robinson  &  [Eli]  Cogswell — 

A  petition  signed  Benajah  Child  which  was  refered  from  last 
session  was  read  &  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — ■ 

The  Governor  and  Council  joined  the  House  in  Grand  Committee 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Councillor  and  Judges  of  the  supreme 
Court — 

His  Excellency  in  the  chair — 

Joseph  Fay  Clerk — • 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  a  Councillor 

Jonathan  Arnold'  Esq""  was  declared  duly  elected. 


I.  Jonathan  Arnold  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Dec.  3,  1741.  He  was  educated 
as  a  physician  and  was  chosen  Director  of  Hospitals  for  Rhode  Island  during  the  American 
Revolution.  He  also  commanded  a  company  of  grenadiers  during  the  war.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Assembly  in  1776  and  author  of  an  act  repealing  the  law  re- 
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The  Hon'''^  Nathaniel  Chipman  Esq"^  was  elected  chief  Judge  of 
the  supreme  Court  and  Noah  Smith  &  Samuel  Knights  Esquires  Assist- 
ent  Judges. 

The  Com^*'  then  dissolved — Joseph  Fay  Clerk" — 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to  morrow  morning — 

FRIDAY  21^  OzV  1790— 

On  motion  of  M'  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley, 

Resolved  that  the  calling  of  the  roll  be  dispensed  with  in  future — 

The  Com"^  on  Elisha  Clarks  petition  report  as  their  opinion  the 
prayer  thereof  be  granted — which  was  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a 
bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  credit 
the  town  of  Westminster  the  sum  of  £7-8-4  on  the  five  penny  tax  granted 
by  the  General  Assembly  at  their  session  at  Westminster  in  October 
1789  it  being  the  sum  assessed  on  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the  town 
of  Westminster  through  mistake — 

The  Com*"  appointed  to  report  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  receive  20/  on  private  petitions,  reported  the  following  reso- 
ution. 

Resolved  that  in  future  the  Secretary  of  state  be  and  hereby  is 
directed  upon  the  filing  of  every  private  petition  to  take  and  receive 
from  the  petitioner  or  petitioners  the  sum  of  20/  to  be  paid  into  the 
states  treasury  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  state — And  that  no  private 
petition  be  prosecuted  or  heard  before  the  General  Assembly  till  the 
petitioner  or  petitioners  pay  to  the  secretary  the  above  sum  of  20  — 
Provided  always  that  this  resolution  shall  not  extend  to  any  petitioner 
or  petitioners  who  complain  of  grievances  that  have  or  shall  happen  by 
reason  of  the  neglect  or  mistake  of  any  of  the  officers  of  government" — 
which  report  was  accepted  and  passed  into  a  resolution  of  this  House — 

The  petition  of  Susanna  Mattison  refered  from  the  last  session  was 
read  &  refered  to  M^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  M^  Israel  Smith  &  M' 
[Samuel]  Hitchcock  to  join  a  Com'"  from  Council — 

The  petition  of  Titus  Watson  refered  from  the  last  session,  with  the 


quiring  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  Great  Britain.  This  act  was  passed  May  4,  1776,  two 
months  before  Congress  adopted  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  making  this  colony 
the  first  independent  State  in  America.  The  text  of  this  act,  in  Arnold's  bold  handwriting, 
is  preserved  in  the  Rhode  Island  archives.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress 
from  1782  to  1784  and  as  a  member  of  that  body  became  interested  in  and  defended  the 
rights  of  the  new  State  of  Vermont.  In  1787  he  removed  to  Vermont.  The  township  of 
St.  Johnsbury  was  granted  to  Jonathan  Arnold  and  his  associates  and  Doctor  Arnold  was 
its  first  Town  Clerk.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Council,  1791-1792,  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1791,  a  Judge  of  Orange  County  Court,  1792-1793  and  a 
trustee  of  the  University  of  Vermont.  He  died  in  1793.  Had  he  lived  it  is  said  he  would 
have  been  a  candidate  for  Governor.  A  son,  Lemuel  H.  Arnold,  wasGovernorof  and  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  Rhode  Island. — Fairbanks'  History  of  St.  Johnsbury,  pp.  29-35 
59-63,  69-80;  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  51;  Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  23,  292, 
326. 
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remonstrance  of  Archibald  Dickson  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess" 
[Ebenezer]  Marvin,  E.  Smith  &  [William]  Ward  to  join  a  Committee 
from  Council — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  a 
certain  loan  office  certificate  dated  July  5'^''  1779  for  £144  in  favour  of 
Elisha  Clark  Administrator  on  the  estate  of  Nathan  Clark  Jun''  deceased 
the  same  as  if  the  said  certificate  had  been  dated  January  i^'  1779 — 

The  Grand  Com"^  met  according  to  adjournment 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  a  sheriff  for  the  county  of  Windsor — 

M''  William  Sweetser  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  Grand  Com'  adjourned  until  Monday  next  2  "Clock  P.  M — 

The  Com'^  on  Stilman  Foots  petition  made  report — which  was  read 
&  recommitted  to  the  same  Committee  to  state  facts  &  make  report — 

The  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  treat  with  Com- 
missioners from  the  state  of  New  York — And  the  act  of  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  state  of  New  York,  were  read — and. 

On  motion  of  M""  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley, 

Resolved  that  this  House  go  into  Committee  of  the  whole  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  above  business — 

M''  [Gideon]  Olin  in  the  chair — 

Lewis  R.  Morris  Clerk — 

The  act  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  New  York  was  read — 

The  Com'^  adjourned  to  2  "Clock  P.  M — ■ 


2    "Clock    P.    M— 

The  House  went  into  Com'^  of  the  whole  agreeable  to  adjourn- 
ment— 

M"'  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  rose  and  in  a  sensible  and  masterly  manner 
gave  the  Committee  a  full  statement  of  the  business — when, 

On  motion  of  [Ebenezer]  Marvin, 

Chief  Justice  [Nathaniel]  Chipman  was  requested  to  give  his  senti- 
ments on  the  subject — 

His  honor  the  Chief  Justice  observed  that  Col"  Bradley  had  anti- 
cipated everything  he  could  say  and  therefore  declined  tress- 
passing on  the  patience  of  the  Committee — 

M'  [Elijah]  Paine  proposed  to  the  Com'^  the  following  resolution 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Committee 

Resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  General  Assembly  to  pass 
an  Act  declaring  that  the  state  of  Vermont  will  pay  to  the  state  of  New 
York  30,000  [dollars]  by  the  first  day  of  June  A.  D.  1794  agreeable  to  an 
act  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  che  state  of  New  York — 

On  motion  of  M""  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley, 

Resolved  that  this  Com'^  do  recommend  to  the  Legislature  of  this 
state  to  pass  an  act  to  call  a  Convention  of  the  people  to  take  into 
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consideration  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  see  whether 
they  will  accede  to  the  same — 

The  Com*  then  disolved— Lewis  R.  Morris  Clk. 

The  house  proceded  to  business — 

When  the  speaker  reported  the  business  done  by  the  Com*^  which' 
was  Ordered,  to  lie  till  the  opening  of  the  house  to  morrow  morning — 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Col°  Matthew  Lyon  petition  was 
taken  up  &  read- — When  M"^  [Thomas]  Johnson  called  for  the  yeas  & 
nays  on  the  report — 

— Yeas- — 

Mess''^  Jewet,  Robinson,  Selden,  Brownson,  Todd,  Hurd,  Lyman- 
Greene,  E.  Smith,  Ward,  Wilson  Lathrop,  Jackson,  Daniels,  Hall,  A. 
Smith,  Spafford  Chittenden,  Hitchcock,  Fasset,  McConnel,  Hathaway 
Pearl,  Knickerbaccor,  Allen — 

• — Nays — 

Mess"  Olin,  Ormsby,  Dutton,  L  Smith,  Knoulton  Bond,  Swift, 
Briggs,  Chandler,  Hunt,  Webb,  Wheelock,  Clark,  Campbell,  Shafter 
Hayward,  Wood,  Bradley,  Olds,  Barlow,  Gallup,  Fletcher,  Tuller, 
White,  Day  Emmerson,  Flynn,  Heald,  Safferd,  Rogers,  Morse  Greene, 
Hatch,  Hawkins,  Morey,  Kingsbury  Hopkinson,  Sleeman,  West,  Dennis- 
son,  Johnson,  Austin  Gates,  J.  Smith.  Rich,  Gray,  Paine,  Harvey  W. 
Chamberlain,  A.  Chamberlain,  Churchill,  Jenkins,  Chipman,  Carpenter, 
W.  Rogers,  Ladd,  Carr,  Finney  Cogswell,  Cooley,  Thompson,  Whitney, 
Fitch  Foot,  John  Smith,  Barnum,  Holcomb,  Tolman,  Stone,  Wright 
Claghorn,  Wheelock,  Pond,  John  White,  N.  Spafferd,  Harrington, 
Bostwick,  McNeil,  Stannard — 

It  passed  in  the  negative — 

The  House  next  took  under  consideration  that  part  of  Col°  Lyons 
petition  which  relates  to  granting  him  a  lot  of  land  in  Orwell  belonging 
to  the  society  for  the  propogation  of  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts — was 
read  and  rejected — Ordered  that  said  petition  be  dismissed — 

Col°  [Matthew]  Lyon  moved  for  permission  to  be  excused  serving  on 
the    Committee  for  promoting  useful  manufactures — which  was  granted 

A  petition  signed  John  Train  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess"  Smith, 
[Joshua]  Hazen  &  [Ira]  Allen — ■ 

The  bills  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  mode  of  choosing  an  Auditor 
of  accounts  against  this  state  &  pointing  out  his  office  &  duty — And 

"An  Act  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  supreme  &  county  courts 
in  the  county  of  Chittenden"  were  returned  from  Council  concurred  & 
passed  into  laws  of  this  state — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  as  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Londonderry  the  sum  of  £6-ii-ii  on  the  five  penny  tax  of 
1789. 
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On  motion  of  M"'  [Samuel]  Hitchcock, 

Ordered  that  M^  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  M'  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  &  M' 
[Lemuel]  Chipman  be  released  from  the  Committee  for  drafting  a  bill 
empowering  the  Supreme  and  County  courts  to  cancel  bonds  &  re- 
cognizances— 

The  Com'*'  on  the  petition  of  Silas  Watson 

Report  as  their  opinion.  That  the  prayer  thereof  should  be  granted — 
which  was  accepted  and  leave  given  for  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  accord- 
ingly— 

On  motion, 

Ordered  that  M'  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to   divide  the   county   of   Chittenden   into   three   Probate   Districts — 

The  Com'^  on  Ephraim  Stevens  petition — Report  as  their  opinion 
the  prayer  thereof  be  granted — which  was  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a 
bill  to  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  to  morrow  morning. 

SATURDAY  23^  October  1790- 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  raising  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on 
the  pound  on  the  list  of  the  polls  and  rateable  estates  in  the  county  of 
Orange — was  read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

A  petition  signed  by  Benjamin  Greene  &  others  praying  that  the 
supreme  &  county  courts  in  the  county  of  Windsor  may  be  held  alter- 
nately at  Woodstock  &  Windsor,  was  read,  together  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Convention  of  Windsor  County  holden  at  Windsor  the  16' 
March  1784 — when  a  motion  was  made  by  M""  [Jesse]  Safferd  &  seconded 
that  the  petition  be  dismissed— The  yeas  &  nays  were  called  for  on  the 
question  by  M"^  Safford — 

— Yeas — 

Mess"  Jewett,  Hurd,  Knoulton,  Bond,  Briggs  Wheelock,  Clark, 
Shaftei,  Hayward,  Wood,  Barlow  Tuller,  Day,  Emmerson,  Flynn, 
Safferd,  Rogers  Morse,  Greene,  Hatch,  Hazen,  Hawkins,  Hopkinson 
Sleeman,  West  Dennison,  Gates,  Harvey  W.  Chamberlain,  A.  Chamber- 
lain, Chipman,  Jackson  Daniels,  Carpenter,  Ladd,  Painter,  Chitten- 
den— 

— Nays — 

Mess"  Robinson,  Ormsby,  Dunton,  Chandler  Hunt,  Webb,  Lyman, 
Campbell,  Bradley,  Gallup  Greene,  White,  Hubbard,  Heald,  Morey, 
Kingsbury,  Johnson,  Judge  Smith,  Rich,  Paine,  Churchill,  Lyon,  E. 
Smith,  Ward,  Wilson,  Lathrop,  Hall,  W.  Rogers  Carr,  A.  Smith, 
Finney,  Cogswell,  Cooley,  Selden  Whitney,  Fitch,  L  Smith  Barnum, 
Holcomb,  Stone  Wright,  Claghorn,  Spafferd,  Hitchcock,  Fassett,  White 


204  Assembly  Journal 

N.    Spafferd,    Harrington,    Bostwick,    Hathaway,    Pearl    Woodworth, 
Knickerbaccor,  McNeil,  Waters,  Stannard. 

It  passed  in  the  negative — And  on  motion  of  Docf  Greene, 

Ordered  that  Doc:"^  [Benjamin]  Greene  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  the  county  of  Windsor  into  half  shires — ■ 

The  Hoase  took  under  consideration  the  repor:  of  the  Commission- 
€is  from  N.  Yoik — 

Resolved  that  this  House  pass  an  act  to  call  a  Convention  of  the 
people  of  this  state  lo  take  into  consideration  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  states  and  see  whether  they  wilt  accede  cO  the  same — Members 
chosen  to  draft  a  bill  M""  [Stephen  R.]  Bradle-y,  M'  [Samuel]  Hitchcock, 
&  M"^  [Lemuel]  Cbipman— 

Ordered  that  the  remaining  part  of  the  business  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Commictee  ot  the  whole  be  taken  up  on  Monday  next  at  the 
opening  of  :he  house  in  the  afternoon — 

On  motion  of  M""  [Thomas]  Johnson — Ordered  that  he  have  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each 
acre  of  land  in  the  town  of  Orange  in  the  county  of  Orange — 

A  petition  signed  Elisha  Shelden  was  read  &  refered  to  Mess" 
[Samuel]  Hitchcock,  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  &  [Samuel]  Williams — 

A  petition  signed  by  several  Representatives  of  the  county  of 
Rutland  praying  that  the  county  buildings  may  be  removed  was  read  & 
refered  to  a  Com*^^  of  one  member  from  each  county  except  Rutland  to 
be  nominated  by  the  speaker — Members  chosen  Mess"  [Arad]  Hunt, 
[Jotham]  White,  [Thomas]  Johnson,  I.  Smith,  [Benjamin]  Holcomb  & 
Judge  [John]  White- — 

On  motion  of  Judge  [John]  White — Ordered  that  M""  [Stephen  R.] 
Bradley  &  M/  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  the 
sixth  article  of  arrangement — 

M*"  [Gideon]  Ormsby  &  M""  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  requested  leave  of 
absence  till  Tuesday  morning  next- — Granted — • 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  chancering  a  recognizance 
entered  into  by  Moses  Scott — 

Resolved  that  a  Com'*  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  a  bill  em- 
powering the  supreme  &  county  courts  to  chancer  bonds  &  recogniz- 
ances on  criminal  prosecutions- — Members  chosen  M"'  [Elijah]  Paine 
Judge  [John]  White  &  M^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley— 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  John  Train,  reported 
in  favour  thereof  which  was  accepted  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
accordingly — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  credit 
the  town  of  Clarenden  tiie  sum  of  £13-15-0  on  the  tax  laid  on  the  list  of 
the  year  1787 — 

Col°  [Timothy]  Pearl  requested  leave  of  absence  till  Monday 
next — and  M""  [Jabez  G.]  Fitch  till  Tuesday  which  were  Granted. 

On  motion — Ordered  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  stay 
execution  against  Moses  Scott — 
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A/f  [Daniel]  TuUer  requested  leave  of  absence  till  Monday  next  2 
"Clock — Granted — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  for  forming  a  new  Probate  District  in  the 
north  eastern  part  of  the  county  of  Orange  and  two  other  Districts  in 
the  county  of  Chittenden — ^And  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  suspension  of 
law  against  Titus  Watson  was  read  the  first  time — 

A  petition  signed  Stephen  Clark  was  read  and  refered  to  Mess" 
[Joshua]  Wood,  [Thomas]  Johnson  &  [Timothy]  Todd — 

The  Com'^  on  Lemuel  Burks  petition  reported  in  favor  thereof 
which  was  accepted,  and 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  empowering  Lemuel  Burk  to  deed  certain 
lands  therein  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time — • 

A  petition  signed  David  Hopkinson  was  read  and  refered  to  the 
Com^^  on  Stephen  Clarks  petition. 

A  petition  signed  Joshua  Cousins  was  read  and  refered  to  a  Com'* 
of  three — Members  chosen  M"'  [Timothy]  Todd,  M""  [Elkanah]  Day  and 
M'  [Calvin]  Knoulton — 

On  motion — Ordered  that  liberty  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  em- 
powering the  several  Probate  Judges  upon  application  to  empower 
Executors  or  Administrators  to  execute  deeds  where  persons  deceased 
had  given  bonds  for  deeds. 

The  Com'^  on  the  petition  from  the  Administrators  on  the  estate 
of  Maj'  Wait  Hopkins  and  Captain  Benj^  Hopkins  made  their  report 
which  was  accepted,  and  in  consequence  thereof  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  passed, — 

Resolved  that  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Fasset  Adm""  on  the  estate 
of  Major  Wait  Hopkins  deceased  and  Stephen  Hopkins  Administrator 
on  the  estate  of  Captain  Benjamin  Hopkins  deceased  be  recommended 
to  the  notice  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  may  be  there  granted — 

For  the  better  enabling  the  widow  and  orphan  children  to  prefer 
their  petition  to  Congress  and  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  widow  and 
orphans. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  state  be  directed  to  pay  to  the 
widow  and  the  orphan  Children  the  sum  of  One  hundred  dollars — Like- 
wise, Resolved  that  if  this  recommendatory  petition  after  due  attempts 
have  been  made  be  not  accepted  nor  the  prayer  thereof  granted  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  that  at  some  future  day  this  General 
Assembly  will  again  take  up  said  petition  and  grant  such  relief  as  is 
customary  to  be  granted  to  Widows  and  orphans  in  like  circumstances — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  P.  M — 

2  "Clock  P.  M.  Ocf  22,^  1790  opened  and  adjourned  until  next 
Monday  morning  10  "Clock —  K; 
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MONDAY  25'''  October  179a— 

The  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Susanna  Mattison  reported  in 
favour  of  the  prayer  thereof — which  was  accepted  and  leave  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

The  Com*^  on  the  petition  from  the  Selectmen  of  Topsham,  and, 
The  Committee  on  the  petition  from  Johnson  for  a  land  tax,  re- 
porced  in  favor  of  both  respectively — which  were  accepted  and  leave 
given  to  bring  in  bills  accordingly — 

On  motion — Ordered  that  a  Com*^  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  accounts'  of  the  Commissioners  sent  to  New  York  and  other  ac- 
counts and  to  report  the  same — Members  chosen  Mess"  [Ebenezer] 
Marvin,  [Thomas]  Johnson  and  [Jonathan]  Robinson — 

A  bill  entitled.  An  act  empowering  the  Supreme  and  County  Courts 
to  chancer  bonds  and  recognizances  in  criminal  cases,  was  read  the 
first  time — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Bennington  the  sum  of  £13-6-0  on  the  five  penny  tax  of  1789 
which  was  the  sum  raised  on  the  two-folds  of  said  town — 'Provided  that 
it  shall  appear  to  said  treasurer  by  the  certificate  of  the  town  Clerk  of 
said  Bennington  that  the  two-folds  of  said  town  were  twice  assessed  in 
said  tax — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  an  act  of  general  insolvency — 
Report — "That  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  the  time  of  this 
session  of  Assembly  is  too  short  to  draw  a  proper  act  of  that  kind  and  we 
do  recommend  it  to  the  General  Assembly  not  to  pass  an  act  of  that 
kind  before  the  next  session  of  Assembly — ^And  we  do  further  recom- 
mend that  the  several  petitions  now  before  the  General  Assembly  be 
taken  up  and  acted  upon  by  the  General  Assembly  according  to  the 
merits  of  the  same" — which  was  accepted — 

The  Com'  on  the  petition  praying  for  a  land  tax  on  Newfane,  re- 
ported in  favor  thereof  which  was  read  &  not  accepted  and  said  petition 
dismissed — 

Two  petitions  signed  by  Representatives  from  Addison  County  re- 
lative to  county  buildings  were  read  &  refered  to  next  session — 

The  Committee  on  the  petitions  for  a  land  tax  in  Smithfield  & 
Fairfield  reported  in  their  favor — which  were  accepted  and  leave  given 
to  bring  in  bills  accordingly — 

The  Com'^  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  thetreasury  and 
provide  for  its  support — Report, 

"That  the  present  demands  against  the  treasury  amount  to  about 
£3,500  of  which  £2,200  consists  of  note  and  hard  money  orders  now 
out — And  that  the  expenses  of  the  present  session  ot  the  Legislature, 


I.  In  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  215,  the  expenses  of 
Stephen  R.  Bradley  as  Commissioner  are  said  to  have  been  £27  and  the  expenses  of  Israel 
Smith, £19,  IDS. 
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together  with  the  expense  of  a  Convention  and  an  adjourned  session  of 
the  Legislature  and  the  other  expenses  of  government  will  amount  to 
about  the  same  sum — Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  raise  a  tax  of  5 '^  on  the  pound  on  the  list  of  1790" — 
which  was  accepted — 

A  petition  praying  for  a  land  tax  on  Huntsburgh  [Franklin]  was 
Read  &  dismissed — 

The  Committee  on  the  petitions  for  a  land  tax  on  Rochester, 
Hungerford,  [Sheldon]  Guildhall,  Bristol,  Athens  Hinesburgh,  More- 
town,  Duxbury,  Williamstown  and  Tomlinson,  [Grafton]  reported  in 
favor  of  the  prayers  thereof — which  was  accepted  and  leave  given  to 
bring  in  bills  accordingly — 

The  Committee  on  the  petition  from  Elihu  Grout — report— That 
the  prayer  thereof  be  not  granted — which  was  accepted,  and  the  petition 
dismissed — 

The  Com'*  on  the  petition  for  a  land  tax  on  Buels  Gore  reported 
against  the  prayer  of  the  petition  which  was  accepted  and  the  petition 
dismissed — 

The  Com'*  on  the  petition  for  a  land  tax  on  Calais — reported  in 
favour  thereof — which  was  read  and  recommitted — 

A  petition  signed  Isaac  Clark  was  read  and  refered  to  Mess" 
[Thomas]  Johnson,  [Alexander]  Harvey  and  [Jonathan]  Robinson  to 
join  a  Com'*  from  Council- — 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock— P.  M— 25'  Oct"  1790 — 

The  Com'*  on  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Tunbridge — 
reported  in  favor — which  was  Read  accepted  &  leave  given  for  a  bill  to 
be  brought  in  accordingly — 

The  Grand  Com'*  met  according  to  their  adjournment — 
The  several  persons  which  follow  were  elected  to  the  respective 
offices  to  which  their  names  are  prefixed  viz — 

Eben  W.  Judd  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Guildhall — 
John  Taplin  Jun""  Justices  of  Peace  Orange  County 
Frederic  Bliss  Justice  of  Peace  Chittenden  County 
Matthew  Cole  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Chittenden — 
Jonathan  Hoit  Judge  of  Probate  for  Georgia  District — 
Timothy  Pearl  Judge  of  Probate  for  Alburgh  District 
Jonathan  Lyon  and  Gideon  Hoxey  Justices  of  the  peace  for  Chitten- 
den County — 

Jesse  Safferd  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Windsor  County. 
The  Committee  then  disolved — Joseph  Fay  Clerk — 
The  House  proceeded  to  business — And  took  up  the  order  of  the 
day — which  was — 

The  Resolution  passed  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  recom- 
mending to  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  declaring  that  the  state  of 
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Vermont  will  pay  the  state  of  New  York  30,000  dollars  by  the  first  day 
of  June  1794  agreeable  to  an  act  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
state  of  New  York — 

M*"  [Elijah]  Paine  moved  that  the  yeas  and  nays  might  be  taken  on 
the  subject — 

— Yeas — 

Mess"  Speaker,  Jewet,  Robinson,  Selden,  Brownson  Todd,  Hurd, 
Dunton,  Knoulton,  Bond,  Swift,  Chandler,  Hunt  Webb,  Wheelock, 
Lyman,  Campbell,  Shafter,  Hayward,  Wood,  Bradley,  Barlow,  Gallup, 
Greene,  White,  Hopkinson  West,  Johnson,  Chittenden,  Fasset,  Mc- 
Connel,  Pearl  McNeil,  Judge  Smith,  Austin,  Gates,  I.  Smith,  Rich 
Gray,  Paine,  Harvey,  Chamberlain,  Churchill,  Lyon  E.  Smith,  Ward, 
Wilson,  Jenkins,  Lathrop,  Chipman  Jackson,  Daniels,  Hall,  Carpenter, 
Williams,  Pond  Judge  White,  Bostwick,  Woodworth,  Waters,  W.  Rogers 
Marvin,  Carr,  A.  Smith,  Ladd,  Finney,  Cogswell,  Cooley  Thompson, 
Whitney,  Fitch,  Painter,  Foot,  J.  Smith,  Barnum,  Holcomb,  Stone, 
Claghorn,  Wheelock,  Harrington     Hathaway,  Knickerbaccor,  Allen — 

Nays' 

Mess"  Briggs,  Clark,  Olds,  Fletcher,  Tuller,  Flynn  Heald,  Hazen, 
Hawkins,  Sleeman,  Dennison,  Wright 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  pass  an  act  declaring  that  the  state  of 
Vermont  will  pay  the  state  of  New  York  30,000  dollars  by  the  first  day 
of  June  1794  agreeable  to  an  act  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
state  of  New  York — And  that  M''  [Israel]  Morey,  M'  [Elijah]  Paine  and 
M""  Israel  Smith  be  a  Com'^  to  prepare  a  bill  for  that  purpose — 

The  Com*^*^  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  for  calling  a  Convention 
reported  a  bill  M^hich  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

The  Com*^^  appointed  to  make  out  the  grand  list  made  a  report 
which  was  recommitted — 

On  motion  of  M''  [Samuel]  Hitchcock — Ordered  that  the  Commitee 
appointed  on  the  petition  of  Elisha  Sheldon  join  a  Committee  from 
Council — 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  to  morrow  morning. 


I.  The  members  voting  against  the  measure  represented,  respectively,  the  towns  of. 
Guilford,  Dummerston,  Marlboro,  Cavendish,  Royalton,  Bethel,  Chester,  Hartford, 
Bridgewater,  Corinth,  Strafford  and  Weybridge.  Six  of  the  twelve  negative  votes  were 
cast  by  Windsor  county  members.  In  the  convention  called  in  January,  1791,  to  ratify 
the  United  States  Constitution,  the  only  negative  votes  were  cast  by  members  from  the 
Windsor  County  towns  of  Andover,  Bridgewater,  Chester  and  Rochester.  Daniel  Heald 
of  Chester  voted  against  the  bill  to  pay  New  York  the  sum  of  $30,000  and  against  the  rati- 
fication of  the  United  States  Constitution. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  ;?,  p.  481. 
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TUESDAY  26'  October  1790— 

A  petition  signed  Oliver  Willard  was  read  and  referred  to  the  next 
adjourned  session — 

On  motion^ — Ordered  that  the  Com^^  appointed  to  revise  the  militia 
law,  report  at  the  adjourned  session  of  this  Assembly — 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  first  time  viz — 

An  Act  regulating  Goals  [jails]  and  Goalers' — [jailers] 

An  Act  in  explanation  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  limitation 
of  actions- — ■ 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  people  of  this  state  to  meet  in  Convention 
to  deliberate  upon  and  agree  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 

A  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  suspension  of  law  against  Titus 
Watson"  was  read  accepted  &  sent  to  the  Council  for  concurrence  &c. — 

A  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  respecting  landed 
property"  was  read  &  not  accepted — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  dividing  the  county  of  Windsor'  into  half 
shires,  was  read,  when  Col°  [Jesse]  Safford  moved  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
might  be  taken  on  the  bill. 

— Yeas — 

Mess"^^  Jewet,  Robinson,  Selden,  Ormsby  Todd,  Hurd  Chandler, 
Hunt,  Campbell,  Bradley,  Greene  White  Hubbard,  Morey,  Johnson, 
Austin,  Gates,  Judge  Smith,  Rich,  Paine,  Lyon,  E.  Smith,  Lathrop, 
Chipman,  Hall,  A.  Smith,  Cogswell,  Fitch,  J.  Smith,  Stone,  Claghorn, 
Pond,  Webb  Harvey,  Spaiferd,  Chittenden,  Fasset,  Judge  White,  N. 
Spaiferd,  Harrington,  Bostwick,  Hathaway,  Pearl,  Woodworth,  Knicker- 
baccor,  M'^Neil,  Waters,  Stannard,  Allen 

— Nays — 

Mess"  Dunton,  Knoulton,  Briggs,  Wheelock,  Clark,  Lyman, 
Shafter,  Hayward,  Wood,  Olds,  Barlow,  Tuller,  Day  Emmerson, 
Flynn,  Saiferd,  Morse,  Green  Hatch,  Hazen  Hawkins,  Kingsbury, 
Painter,  Foot,  Holcomb,  Wright  E.  Wheelock,  M^Connel,  Hopkinson, 
Sleeman,  West,  Dennison,  Gray,  Chamberlain,  A.  Chamberlain  Chur- 
chill Ward,  Jenkins,  Jackson,  Daniels,  Carpenter,  Carr,  Ladd  Finney, 
Thompson  Whitney — 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — Ordered  that  the  bill  be  sent  to  the 
Governor  &  Council  for  revision  &  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amend- 
ment— 


I.  Under  the  terms  of  this  act  sessions  of  Windsor  County  Court  were  to  be  held 
alternately  in  the  towns  of  Windsor  and  Woodstock,  provided  each  of  the  towns  mentioned 
should  erect  a  court  house  free  of  expense  to  the  county  and  furnish  the  same  with  "good 
iron  stoves. "  This  is  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  in  1 790  stoves  had  begun  to  supplant 
fireplaces  in  Vermont. — Laws  of  Vermont,  1787-1793,  pp.  255-256. 
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A  Bill,  entitle,  An  Act  for  forming  a  new  probate' district  in  the 
North  Eastern  part  of  the  county  of  Orange,  and  two  other  districts  in 
the  county  of  Chittenden,  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  Governor 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

A  Bill,  entitled  an  Act  for  laying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Williamston  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  Governor  and 
council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  &  proposals  of  Amendment 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Orange  in  the  county  of  Orange,  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to 
the  Governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of 
amendment — 

On  motion — ordered,  that  Colonel  Lyon  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing 
the  Act  giving  a  bounty  on  Wolves  and  panthers,  and  allowing  a  further 
bounty  &c — 

Resolved,  that  the  commissioners  sent  to  New  York  be  allowed 
twelve  shillings  per  day,  exclusive  of  their  expences. 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  raising  a  tax  of  five  pence  on  the  pound  on 
the  list  of  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety,  was  read,  accepted, 
and  sent  to  the  Governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  or 
proposals  of  Amendment — • 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act,  in  addition  of  an  act,  entitled.  An  act  de- 
fining the  powers  of  the  supreme  and  county  Courts^  within  this  state," 
was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision 
and  concurrence  &  proposals  of  amendment — ■ 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  act  altering  the  name  of  the  town  of  Minden,  in 
the  county  of  Orange,  to  that  of  Craftsbury  was  read,  accepted,  and 
sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  pro- 
posals of  Amendment — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  empowering  Lemuel  Buck  to  Deed  certain 
lands  therein  mentioned,  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

On  motion  of  M""  [Gardner]  Chandler — ordered,  that  the  petition 
from  the  selectmen  of  Brattleborough,  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee — 

A  petition,  signed  Daniel  Marsh,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three — -Members  chosen  M""  [Timothy]  Pearl  Judge  [Israel] 
Smith,  [of  Thetford]  and  Judge  [John]  White — 

Whereas,  Noah  Smith,  Esquire,  of  Bennington,  in  the  years  seven- 
teen hundred  and  seventy  nine  and  eighty,  was  appointed  to,  and  exe- 
cuted the  office  of  pay  master  general  of  the  troops  within  this  state,  and 


1 .  The  District  of  Guildhall,  established  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Orange  County, 
as  it  was  then  constituted,  preceded  by  two  years  the  formation  of  Essex  County.  Frank- 
lin and  Grand  Isle  Counties  had  not  been  organized,  and  the  bill  established  in  Chittenden 
County  the  Districts  of  Alburgh  and  Georgia. — Laws  of  Vermont,  1787-1793,  pp.  256-257. 

2.  The  judges  of  county  courts  were  given  the  same  power  as  that  granted  Supreme 
Court  judges,  to  chancer  in  criminal  cases,  as  in  civil  actions,  penalties  or  forfeitures  on  any 
bond  or  recognizance. — Laws  of  Vermont,  1787-1793,  p.  257. 
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by  virtue  of  his  said  office  received  several  sums  of  money  of  this  state, 
for  which  his  receipts  are  lodged  in  the  treasury;  therefore, — 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  Vermont  that  the 
Treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  into  the 
treasury  of  this  state,  the  vouchers  and  rolls  of  the  said  pay  master 
General,  and  deliver  up  to  him  the  said  pay  master  general,  his  receipts 
so  lodged  in  the  treasury,  after  having  adjusted,  settled  and  cancelled 
the  accounts  between  this  state  and  the  said  Noah  Smith,  in  his  capacity 
of  pay  master  general,  as  aforesaid,  according  as  the  same  in  equity 
ought  to  be  adjusted  and  settled;  and  having  received  into  the  treasury, 
or  paid  out  the  ballance,  according  as  the  same  shall  be  adjusted — 

The  House  adjourned  2  O'Clock  P.  M. 

2  OClock  P.  M— 26^'^  Oct^  1790— 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — and  took  under  con- 
sideration the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts of  Ira  Allen,  esquire,  late  surveyor  general',  and  James  Whitlaw, 
[Whitelaw]  Esquire,  Surveyor  general — 

Which  report  was  read,  and — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

A  petition  from  the  town  of  Wells,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three  Members  chosen  M''  [Jonathan]  Spafferd  M''[Ephraim] 
Carr,  and  M""  [Cephas]  Carpenter — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  repealing  a  certain  Act  there  in  mentioned, 
was  read  the  first  time — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  the  pound 
on  the  list  of  Windsor  County,  for  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and 
ninety,  was  read  the  first  time — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  by  the  selectmen 
of  Brattleborough — 

Reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof — 

Which  report  was  accepted,   and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 

A  petition,  signed  by  a  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  [town]  of 
Leicester,  and  a  petition,  signed  Ephraim  Stevens  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three — 'Members  chosen — M""  [Oliver]  Gallop, 
(Gardner]  Chandler,  and  M""  [Thomas]  Johnson — ■ 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  the  non  resident 
proprietors  of  Leicester — 

Reported  against  the  prayer  of  the  petition — which  report  was 
accepted,  and  the  petition  dismissed — ■ 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  suspension  of  law  against  Titus 
Watson,  was  returned  from  Council  concurred,  and.  Passed  into  a  law 
of  this  State. 


I.  In  James  B.  Wilbur's  Life  of  Ira  Allen,  chapter  14  (vol.  i,  pp.  466-497)  is  devoted 
to  a  thorough  discussion  of  the  charges  made  against  Ira  Allen's  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
Surveyor  General,  and  the  result  of  investigations  made  by  authority  of  the  Vermont 
Legislature. 
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A  Petition,  signed  by  Zadock  Hurd,  and  others,  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three — Members  chosen — M''  [Lemuel]  Chip- 
man,  M'  A.  Smith  and  M'  [Elijah]  Paine — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petitions  from  Minden',  [Crafts- 
bury]  Cabot,  and  Greensborough,  reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof. 

Which  report  was  accepted,  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly— 

A  Petition,  signed  Nathan  Fisk,  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three — Members  chosen  M'  [John]  Knickerbaccor,  M''  [Elijah] 
Paine  and  M""  [John]  Campbell — 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Elisha  Shelden 
reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof 

Which  report  was  read  and  accepted  and,  Ordered,  to  lie  on  the 
table— 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  act  granting  a  new  trial  to  Ephraim  Stevens, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  granting  a  land  tax  in  the  town  of  topsham, 
in  Orange  county  was  read  the  first  time. 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Walden,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  was  read  the 
first  time — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  act  for  appointing  a  committee  to  survey  a  road, 
&c.  was  read  the  first  time — 

Ordered,  that  the  committee  appointed  on  the  sixth  article  of  ar- 
rangement, be  a  committee  for  assessing  granting  fees 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  David  Hopkinson, 
reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  Which  report  was  accepted,  and 
leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  and  examine  the  accounts  pre- 
sented by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  treat  with  the  state  of  New 
York,  made  their  report  Which  report  was  read,  and.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  by  several  repre- 
sentatives for  Rutland  County,  Reported 

i^^  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  county  buildings  and  the  sitting  of  courts 
ought  not  to  be  wholly  taken  or  removed  from  Rutland:  but  should  the 
assembly  think  proper  to  divide  the  county  into  half  shires,  (which  we 
wish  to  submit  to  their  determination)  we  are  of  opinion 
2"*^  that  the  two  places  ought  to  be  Rutland  and  Castleton  Which  report 
was  read — the  first  proposition  accepted,  and  the  second.  Ordered,  to  lie 
on  the  table — 

the  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  by  Lott  Hall,  and 
others,  praying  that  Windham  county  may  be  divided  into  half  shires, 

I.  The  preamble  of  the  act  changing  the  name  of  Mindcn  gives  as  a  reason  for  the 
change  "the  similarity  of  sound  between  the  names  of  Minden  and  Lynden  (Lyndon)  (as 
a  result  of  which)  people  often  mistake  one  for  the  other". — Laws  of  Vermont,!  787-1793, 
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Reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  of  the  petition — 

Which  report  was  read,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned till  to  morrow  morning,  8  OClock. 

Resolved,  that  the  treasurer  be,  and  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the 
town  of  Guildhall,  on  the  taxes  laid  on  said  towns,  for  the  years  1786  and 
1787,  so  much  as  is  charged  to  David  Hopkinson,  George  Wheeler, 
Simon  How,  Daniel  How,  Eleazer  Rosbrooks,  Sam.  How,  &  Sam.  Nash 
on  their  producing  from  the  selectmen  of  said  Guildhall  a  certificate  of 
the  amount  of  the  taxes  charged  to  said  persons;  and  also  a  receipt  from 
the  collectors  of  Lunenburgh  for  said  taxes — 

Judge  Thompson  moved  for  leave  of  absence  during  the  remainder 
of  the  session — 

The  House  adjourned  until  8  oClock  to  morrow  morning 

WEDNESDAY  Oct  27'^  8  oClock  A.  M.  1790 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  grand  list,  was  again 
taken  up,  read  and  accepted — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  act  raising  a  tax  of  five  pence  on  the  pound,  on 
the  list  of  1790,  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and,  passed  into  a 
law  of  this  state — 

Resolved,  that  this  house  determine  to  adjourn  to  morrow  evening, 
and  that  the  Clerk  make  up  the  debenture  accordingly. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  praying  for 
a  half  shire  in  Windham  county,  was  again  renued,  and  Ordered,  that 
the  same  be  referred  to  the  next  adjourned  session — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  Shoreham,  reported 
in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof. 

Which  report  was  read,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned till  the  adjourned  session 

Resolved,  that  the  treasurer  be,  and  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit 
town  of  Brattleborough,  the  sum  of  three  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and 
eleven  pence  half  penny,  on  the  five  penny  tax  granted  by  the  general 
assembly  in  October  1789. — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  authorizing  the  people  of  this  state  to 
meet  in  convention,  deliberate  upon,  and  agree  to  the  constitution'  of 
the  united  states,  was  returned  from  the  council  concurred,  and,  passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  for  raising  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny 
on  the  pound  on  the  list  of  the  polls  and  rateable  estaetes  in  the  county 


This  bill  summoned  the  voters  to  meet  in  the  several  towns  of  the  State  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  December  to  elect  one  delegate  from  each  town  as  a  member  of  a  convention 
"  to  deliberate  upon  and  agree  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States."  The  convention 
was  to  be  held  in  Bennington  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  following  January  (Jan.  6,1791) 
— Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  464-465. 
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of  Orange  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and,  passed  into  a  law 
of  this  state. — 

A  Bill,  entitled  An  Act  empowering  Lemuel  Buck  to  Deed  certain 
lands  therein  mentioned  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and, 
passed  into  a  law  of  this  State. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  sign  by  several  Mem- 
bers of  Rutland  County,  was  again  taken  up,  and  after  some  debate  the 
petition  dismissed — • 

A  Bill,  entitled  an  act  for  forming  a  new  probate  district  in  the 
North  eastern  part  of  the  county  of  Orange  and  two  Other  districts  in 
the  county  of  Chittenden  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and, 
passed  into  a  law  of  this  State. 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  act  for  laying  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre 
of  land  in  Williamstown,  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and, 
passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  altering  the  name  of  the  town  of  Minden 
in  the  county  of  Orange,  to  that  of  Craftsbury,  was  returned  from  Council 
concurred,  and,  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state. 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled,  an  act  defining 
the  powers  of  the  supreme  and  county  courts  within  this  state  was  re- 
turned from  the  council  concurred,  and,  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  granting  a  tax  in  the  county  of  Windham 
was  read  the  first  time. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts  of  Ira 
Allen,  Esqr.  late  surveyor  general,  and  the  accounts  of  James  Whitlaw, 
(Whitelaw]  Esqr,  surveyor  general,  was  read — • 

Ordered,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  at  the 
adjourned  session  at  Bennington,  a  bill  for  redressing  the  grievances  of 
the  proprietors  of  Johnson,  relative  to  certain  payments  made  to  the 
then  surveyor  general,  in  behalf  of  said  proprietors.  Members  chosen — ■ 
M^  [Eli]  Cogswell,  M^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  &  M""  [Ebenezer]  Marvin. 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  act  directing  the  payment  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars  to  the  state  of  New  York,  and  declaring  what  shall  be  the 
boundary  line'  between  the  state  of  Vermont  and  the  state  of  Newyork; 


I.  This  act  declared  "the  perpetual  boundary  line"  between  New  York  and  Vermont 
to  be  as  follows :  "  Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts — thence 
westward  along  the  south  boundary  of  Pownal,  to  the  southwest  corner  thereof — thence 
northerly  along  the  western  boundaries  of  the  townships  of  Pownal,  Bennington,  Shafts- 
bury,  Arlington,  Sandgate,  Rupert,  Pawlet,  Wells  and  Poultney,  as  the  said  townships  are 
now  held  and  possessed,  to  the  river  commonly  called  Poultney  River — thence  down  the 
same,  through  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  thereof,  to  East  bay — thence  through 
the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  of  East  bay,  and  the  waters  thereof,  to  where  the  same 
communicate  with  Lake  Champlain — thence  through  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel 
of  Lake  Champlain,  to  the  eastward  of  the  islands  called  the  Four  Brothers,  and  the  west- 
ward of  the  islands  called  the  Grand  Isle  and  Long  Isle  (North  Hero),  or  the  Two  heroes, 
and  to  the  westward  of  the  Isle  La  Mott,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude." 

The  act  further  provided  that  Vermont  should  pay  New  York  or  or  before  June  i, 
1794,  the  sum  of  $30,000,  but  it  was  specified  that  "all  grants,  charters  or  patents  of  land 
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and  declaring  certain  grants  therein  mentioned,  null,  and  void,  was 
read,  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and 
concurrence,  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

M''  [Elkanah]  Day  moved  for  leave  of  absence,  which  was  granted — 

The  house  adjourned  to  2  o'clock  P.  M. — 

2  o'clock  P.  M.  Oct^  27' '^  1790 

The  House  proceeded  to  business — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  to  Susanna  Matteson, 
of  Shaftsbury,  Executrix  to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Amos  Matte- 
son,  was  read,  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision 
and  concurrance  or  proposals  of  amendment — • 

A  petition  signed  Roswell  Hopkins,  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
committee,  of  three — Members  chosen  M""  [Samuel]  Hichcock,  M""  [Alex- 
ander] Harvey,  and  M''  [Thomas]  Jewet — 

A  petition,  signed  Josiah  Sawyer,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
above  committee — 

The  house  adjourned  to  2  O'Clock  P.  M. 

2  O'clock  P.  M. 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  ajournment — 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  examine  accounts,  was  reassumed 
and  accepted — 

Resolved,  that  the  treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  the 
sums  charged  by  the  several  persons  therein  mentioned,  to  the  persons 
named  in  the  above  accounts,  agreeable  to  the  report  of  the  committee — 
the  commissioners  expences  in  hard  money,  and  the  residue  in  hard 
money  orders — • 

The  Governor  and  council  appeared  in  the  house — When  the 
general  assembly  agreed  to  join  in  grand  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  an  Auditor  of  accounts  against  this  state — 

His  Excellency  in  the  chair,  Roswell  Hopkins,  Clerk 

The  Ballots  being  taken,  Elish  Clark,  Esq""  was  elected — 

John  Norton,  Esq"",  was  elected  Justice  of  the  peace  for  the  town  of 
Westminster — 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  to  morrow  morning  10  O'Clock, 

ROSWELL  HOPKINS,  Clerk— 


lying  within  the  State  of  Vermont,  made  by  or  under  the  government  of  the  late  colony  of 
New  York,  except  such  grants,  charters  or  patents  as  were  made  in  confirmation  of  grants, 
charters  or  patents,  made  by  or  under  the  government  of  the  late  province  or  colony  of 
New  Hampshire,  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void,  and  incapable  of  being  given  in  evi- 
dence in  any  court  of  law  within  this  State." — Laws  of  Vermont,  1787-1791,  pp.  259-261. 
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The  house  proceeded  to  business. — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  to  Susanna  Matteson^ 
of  shaftsbury,  executrix  to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Amos  Matteson, 
was  read,  accepted,  &  sent  to  the  govenor  and  council  for  revision  and. 
concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment- — 

A  petition,  signed  Roswell  Hopkins,  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
committee,  of  three. — Members  chosen  M''  [Samuel]  Hitchcock,  M"" 
[Alexander]  Harvey  and  M""  [Thomas]  Jewet. 

A  petition,  signed  Josiah  Sawyer,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
above  committee. — ■ 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  free  from  arrest  and  seizure  the  body  and 
property  of  Elisha  Shelden",  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  amendment. — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  enabling  the  proprietors  of  Tunbridge  to 
confirm  their  procedings,  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  govenor 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  Act,  in  addition  to  an  act  altering  the  place  of 
holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Chittenden,  was  read,  accepted,  and 
sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  pro- 
posals of  Amendment. 

A  petition  for  a  lottery  to  build  a  bridge  in  Milton,  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  next  adjourned  session  of  this  Assembly— 

Resolved,  that  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  credit  the  town  of 
Cavendish,  the  tax  on  two  hundred  and  three  pounds  of  the  grand  list 
of  said  town,  for  the  year  1789,  when  the  town  clerk  of  said  cavendish, 
as  such,  shall  certify  to  the  said  treasurer,  the  mistake  of  the  said  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  three  pounds  in  the  return  of  the  grand  list  for  the  year 
1789. 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  dividing  the  county  of  Windsor  into  half 
shires,  was  returned  from  the  council  concurred,  and,  passed  into  a  law 
of  this  state. 

The  House  to  8  O'Clock  to  morrow  morning. ^ — 

THURSDAY  Oct^  24' ^  1790— 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.- — 

Ordered,  that  the  treasurer  be,  and  hereby    is  directed  to  make  out 


1.  The  proceedings  of  the  Council  (Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  214)  sho-w  that  a 
petition  -was  received  from  Elisha  Sheldon,  "praying  to  be  discharged  or  freed  from  debt." 
The  town  of  Sheldon,  chartered  as  Hungcrford,  changed  its  name  in  honor  of  Col.  Elisha 
Sheldon,  who,  with  Samuel  B.  Sheldon,  were  the  first  settlers  in  the  town,  emigrating  from 
Salisbury,  Conn,  in  1790.  Colonel  Sheldon  is  said  to  have  been  a  distinguished  Revolu- 
tionary officer  and  a  friend  of  General  Washington. — Thompson's  Vermont,  part  3,  p.  161  j 
Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  504.  Colonel  Sheldon  represented  the  town  of 
Sheldon  in  the  Vermont  Legislature  in  1792,  1794-1796  and  1798-1800.  He  was  one  of 
Vermont's  Presidential  Electors  in  1796.  He  was  born  in  1741  and  died  in  1805. — Dem- 
ing's  Vermont  Officers,  pp.  214,  352. 
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the  warrants  for  the  tax  for  the  present  year,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 
several  representatives,  to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the  first  constables  in 
each  towns — 

A  petition,  signed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Danby,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  Members  chosen  M'  [Stephen 
R.]  Bradley,  M"  [Ira]  Allen  and  M'  [Thomas]  Johnson 

A  Bill,  entitled  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Guildhall,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  re- 
pairing public  roads,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  next  adjourned 
session — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  the  pound  on 
the  list  of  Windsor  county  for  the  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety,  was 
read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and 
concurrence,  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  free  from  arrest  and  seizure  the  body 
and  estate  of  Elisha  Sheldon,  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and, 
passed  into  a  law  of  this  State. 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act,  in  explanation  of  An  Act,  entitled  An  Act 
for  the  limitation  of  actions,  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  in  theof  Probateforthe 
district  of  Bennington,  on  the  will  of  Amos  Matteson,  deceased,  was 
returned  from  council  concurred,  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  State. 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  enabling  the  proprietors  of  Tunbridge  to 
confirm  their  procedings,  was  returned  from  council,  and  passed  into  a 
law  of  this  State — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An,  Act,  in  addition  to  an  act  altering  the  place  of 
holding  courts  in  the  county  of  Chittenden,  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent 
to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals 
of  Amendment. — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  regulating  goals  [jails]  and  goalers,  [jailors] 
was  read.  Ordered  that  the  same  be  dismissed — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  for  an  addition  to  the  committee  on  Shel- 
burne  land  tax,  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council 
for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  to  Ephraim  Stevens, 
was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision 
and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Solomon  Spafltord, 
reported  against  the  prayer  of  the  petition. — 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Zadock  Hard,  re- 
ported, that  the  same  be  referred  to  Bennington  and  that  the  State's 
attorney,  for  Bennington  county,  be  notified  by  the  petitioner  to  and 
show  cause  why  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted — and 
that  all  further  process  on  the  bonds  be  stayed  till  that  time. — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  granting  a  lottery  to  certain  persons  therein 
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mentioned,  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  governor  and  council  for 
revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

Resolved  that  his  excellency  the  governors  salary,  for  the  present 
year  be  two  hundred  pounds;  and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to 
pay  the  same. 

Resolved,  that  Samuel  Mattocks,  Esq'',  treasurer,  be  allowed  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  as  his  salary  for  the  ensuing  year 

The  grand  committee  met  according  to  adjournment,  when,  Ira 
Allen  Esq"",  was  chosen  brigadier  general  of  the  seventh  brigade — 

The  committee  adjourned  to  2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

ROSWELL  HOPKINS,  Clerk. 


The  House  proceeded  to  business. — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  Wells,  reported 
against  the  prayer. — 

Which  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and.  Ordered,  that  the  petition 
be  dismissed. — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Roswell  Hopkins, 
reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof. — which  report  was  read  ac- 
cepted, and  the  following  resolution  passed  thereon: — 

Resolved,  tha[t]  the  treasuer  be,  and  is  hereby  directed  to  credit 
Roswell  Hopkins,  on  the  tax  laid  by  the  govenor  and  council  on  the 
grant  made  by  said  Hopkins,  for  running  town  lines  the  sum  of  two 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  seven  pence  lawful  money;  and  if  the  should 
be  an  order,  signed  by  the  commissioners  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
surveyor  general,  for  said  sum  of  two  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  seven 
pence,  given  in  favor  of  James  Whitlaw  [Whitelaw]  Esq""  be  returned  to 
treasurer,  he  is  hereby  directed  to  collect  the  same  of  the  Roswell 
Hopkins — 

The  committee  apointed  on  the  petition  sign  Josiah  Sawyer  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof 

Resolved,  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  adjourned  session;  and 
that  the  petitioner  in  the  meantime,  notify  his  creditors  then  to  appear 
and  show  cause  why  the  prayer  thereof  ought  not  to  be  granted,  by 
publishing  the  said  notification  three  weeks  successively  in  the  Fermont 
Gazette;  and  that  the  last  time  of  publishing  be  at  least  twelve  days 
before  the  sitting  of  the  legislature 

Resolved  that  the  treasuer  be,  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the 
debenture  of  this  house  of  assembly,  to  a  committee  of  one  member  from 
each  county.  Members  M"^  [Jonathan]  Robinson,  M"^  [Eli]  Cogswell, 
M^  [Jabez  G.j  Fitch,  M^  [Martin]  Chittenden,  M'  [John]  Campbell, 
M""  [Berias]  Green,  and  M"^  [Thomas]  Johnson. — 

The  House  adjourned  to  2  O'Clock  P.  M. — 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  granting  relief  to  certain  collectors  therein 
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mentioned,  was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  govenor  and  council 
for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  amendment. — 

A  petition  signed  Arunah  Judd,  praying  for  A  new  trial,  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  adjourned  Session  Arunah  Judd  to  cite  the  adverse 
party  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  prayer  thereof  ought  not  to  be 
granted — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  to  enable  the  masters  of  slaves  "or  servants 
who  escape  from  them,  to  apprehend  said  slaves,  read,  and  referred 
to  the  next  adjourned  session — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  granting  a  lottery  to  certain  persons  therein 
mentioned,  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and,  passed  into  a  law 
of  this  State. — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  the  pound  on 
the  list  of  Windsor  county  for  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety, 
was  returned  from  council  with  amendments — which  were  read,  and, 
passed  into  a  law  of  this  state 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  to  Ephraim  Stevens, 
was  returned  from  council  with  amendments,  was  read  and  passed  into  a 
law  of  this  State 

A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  empowering  executors  and  administrators 
to  deed  lands  in  certain  cases,  was  read  and  referred  to  Bennington. — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  granting  relief  to  certain  collectors  therein 
mentioned,  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and,  passed  into  a  law 
of  this  State. — 

Resolved,  that  the  auditor  of  accounts  against  this  state  be,  and 
hereby  is  directed  not  to  examine  or  allow  any  accounts  against  this 
state,  nor  draw  any  orders  upon  the  treasuer,  but  only  during  the  time 
that  the  legislature  is  in  session. 

The  committee  appointed  on  Peter  Sleeman's  petition,  reported 
in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof. — 

Which  report  was  accepted,  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
accordingly,  the  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Clarendon  and  Ira,  reported,  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petition  be  postponed  to  the  adjourned  session,  &c. 

Which  report  was  read,  and  accepted — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  stay  the  prosecution 
against  Solomon  Spaffoid,  late  collector  in  Clarendon,  till  the  rising  of 
the  legislature  in  January  next — 

Resolved  that  the  constables  of  the  two  Heroes  be  and  they  are 


I.  Vermont's  hostility  to  slavery  was  not  exceeded  by  any  American  State,  and  this 
sentiment  was  embodied  in  its  first  Constitution.  The  subject  was  thoroughly  discussed 
by  Chief  Justice  John  H.  Watson  of  the  Vermont  Supreme  Court,  in  an  address  delivered 
before  the  Vermont  Bar  Association  and  printed  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Vermont  His- 
torical Society  for  1919-1920,  pp.  226-256.  In  this  address  Justice  Watson  called  at- 
tention to  the  preamble  of  an  act  passed  in  1786  by  the  Vermont  Legislature,  which  de- 
clared that  "the  idea  of  slavery  is  expressly  and  totally  exploded  from  our  free  govern- 
ment." 
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hereby  directed  to  warn  the  freemen  of  the  said  two  Heroes,  to  meet 
at  the  usual  place  for  holding  freemens  meeting  in  said  town  on  the  first 
tuesday  of  December  next,  at  lo  O'clock  in  the  fore  noon,  then  and  there 
to  choose  a  representative  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  year,  in  the 
room  of  Colonel  Stephen  Pearl,  who  is  appointed  sherriff  of  Chittenden 
county  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed  by  law — 

The  grand  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  a  major  general  of  the  third  division 
Brigadier  general  Ira  Allen  was  elected. 

Colonel  Jonathan  Spafford,  was  elected  Brigadier  general  of  the 
seventh  Brigade. — 

James  Whitlaw,  [Whitelaw]  Esquire,  was  elected  surveyor  general — 

The  committee  the  [n]  dissolved — 

Attest  ROSWELL  HOPKINS,  Clerk. 

The  House  proceeded  to  business — 

M''  [Timothy]  Todd  and  M*"  [Richard]  Hurd  moved  for  leave 
of  absence — which  was  granted — 

A  petition  signed  John  Kelly,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  ad- 
journed session — 

The  House  proceeded  to  choose  an  attorney  general  and  an  auditor 
of  accounts. — 

Samuel  Hitchcock,  Esquire,  was  elected  attorney  general.' — 

Isaac  Tichenor,  Esquire,  Auditor  of  accounts. 

Resolved,  that  the  secratary  of  state  be  directed  to  procure  a  copy 
of  the  constitution  of  the  united  states  as  it  now  is  and  that  the  states 
printer  publish  the  same,  and  forward  them  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the 
several  town  clerks  in  this  state. — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  act  directing  the  payment  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars  to  the  state  of  New  York,  and  declaring  what  shall  be  the 
boundary  line  between  the  state  of  Vermont  and  the  state  of  Newyork; 
and  declaring  certain  grants  therein  mentioned,  null  and  void,  was  re- 
turned from  council  concurred,  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state. 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  act  for  appointing  a  committee  to  survey  a  road 
from  Greensborough%  &c  to  Canada  line,  was  returned  from  council 
concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state. — 


I.  Samuel  Hitchcock  was  born  in  Brimfield,  Mass.,  in  1755.  He  received  a  liberal 
education  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1777.  He  studied  with  Hon. 
Jedediah  Foster  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  became  a  successful 
lawyer.  In  1786  he  emigrated  to  the  new  State  of  Vermont,  settling  at  Burlington  when 
the  population  was  very  small.  In  1789  he  married  Lucy  Caroline,  second  daughter  of 
Gen.  Ethan  Allen.  This  was  the  first  marriage  recorded  in  Burlington  and  their  daughter, 
Lorrain,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Burlington,  at  least  the  first  birth  recorded  in 
that  town.  He  spent  six  years  in  Burlington,  removed  to  Vergennes,  where  he  resided  ten 
years,  and  returned  to  Burlington,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  State's 
Attorney  of  Chittenden  county,  1787-1791;  represented  Burlington  in  the  Legislature, 
1789-1793;  was  the  first  Attorney  General  of  the  State,  serving  from  1790  to  1793;  a  mem- 
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Resolved,  that  the  inhabitants  now  living  on  the  tracts  of  land  called 
Bradford  and  Ira,  and  all  others  who  have  not  paid  their  granting  fees, 
be,  and  hereby  are  notified,  that  unless  they  shew  cause  at  the  next  ad- 
journed session  of  the  general  assembly,  to  be  holden  at  Bennington  on 
the  second  monday  of  January  next,  the  legislature  will  regrant  all  such 
lands  to  such  persons  as  will  appear  to  pay  the  same. — • 

Ordered,  that  the  clerk  of  this  House  cause  the  above  resolution  to 
be  published  in  both  newspapers  of  this  state,  three  weeks  successively. 

The  governor  and  council  appeared  in  the  House  when  his  ex- 
cellency addressed  the  House  in  a  short  speech. — After  which — 

The  House  adjourned  to  the  second  Monday  in  January  next  then  to 
meet  at  the  court  House  in  Bennington — 

Attest,  LEWIS  R.  MORRIS,  Clerk. 

ber  of  the  convention  of  1791  which  ratified  the  United  States  Constitution;  one  of  Ver- 
mont's first  Presidential  Electors,  chosen  in  1792;  and  was  appointed  United  States  Judge 
for  the  District  of  Vermont  by  President  Washington,  serving  until  1801.  He  was  one  of 
a  committee  to  revise  the  Vermont  Statutes  and  assisted  in  the  compilation  of  1797.  He 
is  said  to  have  drafted  the  first  charter  of  the  University  of  Vermont  and  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  from  its  establishment  until  his  death,  Nov.  30,  1813.  He  was  an  un- 
successful candidate  for  Congress  in  1792  and  in  1794,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  voted 
for  as  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator  in  1791.  He  was  a  man  of  polished  manners 
and  agreeable  address  and  was  considered  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  northern  New  En- 
land. — "Fifty  Years  in  Camp  and  Field,"  a  Diary  of  Maj.  Gen.  Ethan  Allen  Hitchcock, 
pp.  25-26,  37-38;  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  436,  462,  469,  480,  522,  546, 
vol.  3,  p.  366;  vol.  5,  p.  32  (sketch  by  Judge  Frank  L.  Fish). 

2.     The  first  settlement  of  Greensboro  was  begun  in  1789. — Thompson's  Vermont, 
part  3,  p.  78. 
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At  their  Session  held  at  Bennington  on  the  Tenth  Day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1 79 1 — 


MONDAY  Jany   Iot^   1791.— 

The  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  this  day  met  at  the 
court  House  in  Bennington'  agreeable  to  adjournment  and  adjourned 
until  nine  O'clock  to  morrow  morning. — 

TUESDAY  Janv  ii^i^  9  O  clock  A.  M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

Israel  Converse,  Esquire,  produced  his  credentials,  as  representa- 
tive for  the  town  of  Randolph,  which  were  read,  and  after  taking  the 
oath  and  subscribing  the  test,  directed  by  the  constitution,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat. — 

Edward  Aikin,  Esquire  produced  his  credentials,  a  representative 
for  Londonderry,  which  were  read  and  not  accepted. — 

Ebenezer  Allen,  esquire,  produced  his  credentials  as  representative 
for  south  hero  Captain  Nathan  Hutchins  produced  his  credentials  re- 
presentative for  North  Hero  which  credentials  were  read,  and  the 
assembly  conceiving  it  illegal  for  more  than  one  representative  to  take 
a  seat  from  the  two  Heroes. 

Resolved,  that  captain  Hutchins  be  not  admitted  to  a  seat  in  this 
House— 

Upon  this  determination  colonel  Allen  withdrew  his  claim  for  a 
seat 

On  motion  of  M''  L.  Chipman, 

Resolved,  that  IVP  Chipman  be  requested  to  wait  on  the  govenor  and 
council,  and  inform  them  that  the  assembly  are  formed  and  ready  for 
business. — 

A  petition  signed  by  the  selectmen  of  Shoreham  with  the  report  of 
a  committee  thereon,  which  report  was  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof, 
and  which  was  referred  from  Castleton,  was  read  the  report  accepted, 
and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill. — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  to  enable  the  masters  of  slave  or  servants 
who  escape  from  them,  to  apprehend  such  slaves  or  servants,  and  carry 
them  out  of  this  state  and  to  enable  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns 
of  this  state  to  bind  out  to  service  such  free  negroes  as  appear  to  them 
indolent,  vicous,  or  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  the  public,  was,  read, 
and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  members  chosen  M""  [Stephen  R.] 
Bradley  A'P  B.  Green  and  i\P  I.  Smith.— 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  for  confirming  settlements  of  undivided 
lands,  made  before  the  first  day  January,  1775,  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. — 


I.  On  Feb.  19,  i78i,upon  recommendation  of  the  Bennington  County  representatives 
in  the  General  Assembly,  it  was  voted  that  Bennington  and  Manchester  be  designated  as 
half  shire  towns,  provided,  among  other  requirements,  "that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Bennington  complete  a  Court  House  by  the  first  day  of  October  next. " — State  Papers  of 
Vermont,  vol.  3,  part  i,  p.  201. 
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A  petition  for  a  lottery  to  build  a  bridge  in  Milton,  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  repealing  an  act,  entitled  'An  Act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  for  collecting  and  paying  rates,'  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. — ■ 

A  petition  for  a  lottery  for  building  two  bridges  in  Cambridge,  was 
read,  with  the  report  which  report  was  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  the 
report  not  accepted,  and  the  petition  dismissed — 

Resolved,  that  the  secretary  of  state  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to 
furnish  the  general  assembly  of  this  state  with  the  laws  of  the  same 
during  their  session. — ■ 

The  House  adjourned  to  2  O'clock. — 

Two  O'clock,  P.  M.— 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  agreement. — 

A  petition,  signed  Oliver  Willard,  praying  for  an  act  of  insolvency, 
was  read  and  dismissed. — 

The  govenor  and  council  appeared  in  the  House,  when  his  excellency 
laid  before  the  legislature  the  assent  of  the  convention  of  this  state  to 
the  constitution'  of  the  united  states,  and  the  papers  relative  thereto. — 
Petition  for  a  land  tax  on  the  township  of  Burk  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three;  members  chosen  M""  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  M""  Israel 
Smith  and  M'  [Alexander]  Harvey. — 

Credentials  of  M""  Ebenezer  Allen  read  and  accepted  and  M""  Allen 
accordingly  admitted  to  a  seat  as  a  member  fromTwo  Heroes  after  taking 
the  oaths  and  subscribing  the  test  directed  by  the  constitution. — 

The  House  took  up  the  debenture  of  the  convention  which  was  read 
and  after  some  debate  relative  to  allowing  two  travels  to  those  members 
of  convention  who  are  likewise  members  of  assembly. 

Resolved,  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  the 
debenture  of  the  convention,  to  the  several  persons  therein  named — 

A  Bill  entitled,  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Fairfield  for  the  purpose  of  making  public  roads 
&c.  was  read  and  accepted;  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  re- 
vision and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

By  permission  of  the  House  M""  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  laid  before 
them  the  following  bill,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
viz.  a  bill  entitled,  An  Act  in  explanation  of  and  in  addition  to  an  act 
laying  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Cornwall,  in  the  county  of  Addison — 

A  petition  signed  John  Train  was  read  and  dismissed — 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 


I.  The  convention  that  ratified  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  in  session 
in  Bennington,  Jan.  6-10,  1791,  and  on  the  same  day  that  the  Convention  adjourned  and 
in  the  same  town,  the  Vermont  Legislature  convened. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp. 
466-482. 
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land  in  the  township  of  Smithfield^  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  re- 
pairing public  roads  &c.  was  read  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  govenor 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence,  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Hungerford,  [Sheldon]  in  Chittenden  county,  was 
read,  accepted  and  sent  to  the  govenor  and  council  for  revision  and  con- 
currence, or  proposals  of  amendment. — 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Guildhall  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  re- 
pairing public  roads,  was  read  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  repealing  an  act,  entitled  an  act  for  collecting 
and  paying  rates,  was  read  with  several  acts  of  a  similar  nature,  and 
after  some  debate — 

Resolved  that  this  bill  with  the  act  for  taxation  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  one  member  from  each  county;  members  chosen,  M"^  Israel 
Smith  M'  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  M'  [David]  Whitney,  M-"  [Samuel]  Hitch- 
cock, M"^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  dr  [Benjamin]  Green  and  M""  [Elijah] 
Paine — 

Resolved^  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  to  the 
town  of  Shoreham  the  sum  of  fourteen  pound  eight  shillings  and  four 
pence,  lawful  money,  which  sum  was  advanced  by  said  town  for  the 
support  of  a  sick  family  by  the  name  of  Snery,  in  the  year  1789. 

Ordered,  that  the  communications  made  by  his  excellency  the 
govenor,  this  day  relative  to  the  doings  of  the  convention  of  this  state 
be  taken  under  consideration  to  morrow  morning,  at  the  opening  of  the 
house 

The  house  adjourned  until  nine  O'clock  to  morrow  morning — 


WEDNESDAY,    12*'^  of  Jan^   1791 
9  O'clock,  A.  M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — ■ 

M''  David  Whither  ]Whitcher]  produced  his  credentials  as  repre- 
sentative for  Danville,  which  were  read  and  accepted  and  M*"  Whither 
admitted  to  a  seat  after  taking  the  oath  and  subscribing  the  test  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution, 

A  representation  made  by  the  listers  of  Williamstown  shewing  that 
there  was  a  mistake  made  in  their  grand  list,  unfavorable  to  the  state, 
was  read,  therefore. — ■ 

Ordered,  that  the  secretary  of  state  make  the  alteration,  in  the  list 
of  Williamstown,  advise  the  treasurer  thereof. 


I.     Smithfield  was  divided  between  Fairfield  and  Bakersfield,  in  1792 — State  Papers 
of  Vermont,  vol.  i,  p.  134. 
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A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Calais,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  for  the  purpose  there- 
in mentioned,  was  read  the  first  time 

The  House  took  the  order  of  the  day — 

On  motion  of  M"^  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  the  govenor  and  council  were 
requested  to  join  in  grand  committee  on  the  order  of  the  day 

His  Excellency  and  council  appeared  in  the  house  and  the  house 
agreed  to  join  in  grand  committee. — 

His  excellency  in  the  chair. 

Roswell  Hopkins,  Clerk. 

The  act  of  the  convention  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  acceding  to  the 
constitution  of  the  united  states,  with  the  recommendatory  resolutions 
passed  by  the  convention,  was  read  and  after  long  debate  the  com- 
mittee adjourned  until  two  O'clock  P.  M. 

The  House  adjourned  till  afternoon. — 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  the  govenor  and 
council  appeared  in  the  House,  when  the  grand  committee  resumed  the 
business  of  the  forenoon  agreeable  to  appointment — 

On  motion  of  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon,  resolved,  that  this  committee 
recommend  to  legislature  to  appoint  senators,  to  represent  this  state  in 
congress — 

Resolved  that  a  sub  committee  of  ten  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill 
or  resolution  for  this  committee,  to  recommend  to  the  legislature  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recommendatory  resolution  from  the  convention  of  this 
state  of  the  tenth  instant.  Members  chosen,  his  Excellency  the  governor, 
Messrs  [Gideon]  Olin,  [Isaac]  Tichenor  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  [Nathan- 
iel] Niles  [Elijah]  Paine,  [Samuel]  Hichcock,  [Jonathan]  Arnold,  I.  Smith 
and  I.  Alen— 

Committee  adjourned  until  two  o'clock  to  morrow  afternoon 

The  house  proceeded  to  business. — 

A  Bill  entitled.  An  Act  in  explanation  of,  and  in  addition  to  an  act, 
laying  a  tax  on  the  lands  in  Cornwall,  in  the  county  of  Addison,  read 
and  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  con- 
currence or  proposals  of  Amendment. 

A  Bill,  entitled.  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre 
of  land  in  the  township  of  Walden,  in  Orange  county,  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted; and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  con- 
currence, or  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  petition  signed  by  the  selectmen  of  the  North  hero  praying  that 
the  North  hero  may  be  represented  in  the  general  assembly',  was  read, 
and  the  prayer  thereof  granted,  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. — 

A  Bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  enable  the  heirs  of  Amos  Marsh,  late  of 


I.  The  preamble  of  the  bill  dividing  the  Two  Heroes  into  two  townships  gives  as  the 
reason  for  such  division  that  "it  is  represented  that  said  towns  are  twenty-four  miles  in 
length,  which  makes  it  very  inconvenient  for  the  freemen  to  meet  and  choose  representa- 
tives."— Laws  of  Vermont,  I787-I793,p.  262. 
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Clarendon  deceased,  to  commence  an  action  therein  named,  was  read 
the  first  time — 

The  House  agreed  to  take  under  their  inspection,  at  the  opening  of 
the  house  to  morrow  morning,  the  chart  of  this  state  executed  by  the 
surveyor  general. — 

The  House  adjourned  till  nine  O'clock  to  morrow  morning 


THURSDAY  Jan^   13^^^   1791— 

9  Oclock  A.  M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

M''  [Lemuel]  Chipman  made  a  motion,  and  produced  a  certificate 
shewing  that  there  was  a  mistake  made  in  the  list  of  Pawlet;  which  mis- 
take was  unfavorable  to  the  state. — therefore  Ordered,  that  the  secre- 
tary of  state  make  the  necessary  alterations  in  the  grand  list  of  Pawlet, 
and   advise  the  treasurer  thereof. — ■ 

The  speaker  left  the  chair,  to  attend  a  subcommittee,  with  per- 
mission of  the  House  when  by  order  of  the  house,  the  secretary  of  state 
took  the  chair' 

A  petition,  signed  John  Norton,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table 

A  Bill  entitled  An  Act  grant  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in 
township  of  Calais  in  the  county  of  Orange,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  was  read,  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council 
for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment 

The  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up  when  the  surveyor  general  pro- 
duced a  chart  of  part  of  this  state;  which  chart  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  one  member  from  each  county.  Members  chosen,  Messrs, 
[Gideon]  Brownson,  [Lemuel]  Chipman,  [Thomas]  Tolman,  [John] 
White,  (C.)  [Arad]  Hunt,  [Oliver]  Gallop  &  [Thomas]  Johnson. 

A  petition  signed  by  the  selectmen  of  Brattleborough,  was  read  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  state  facts  and  make  report  mem- 
bers chosen  messrs  [Asaph]  Fletcher,  [Timothy]  Todd,  and  [John] 
Campbell. — 

A  Bill  entitled.  An  Act  granting  a  tax  in  the  county  of  Windham 
was  read  the  first  time. — 

A  petition,  signed  Zadock  Heard,  refered  from  Casleton,  was 
read,  together  with  the  report  thereon,  and  recommitted. — 

A  Bill  entitled.  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre 


I.  In  recent  years  the  rules  of  the  Assembly  have  provided  that  it  shall  be  presided 
over  by  one  of  its  own  members,  with  this  exception,  that  when  it  assembles  for  the  first 
day  of  a  new  session,  the  membership  roll  having  been  made  up  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  a  quorum  being  present,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  call  the  House  to  order,  call 
the  roll,  and  preside  until  a  Speaker  is  chosen. — Legislative  Directory  (1927)  p.  337. 
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of  land  in  the  township  of  Johnstown,  [Johnson]  in  Chittenden  county, 
for  making  roads,  &c.  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

A  petition  signed  by  the  agents  for  the  proprietors  of  Ripton  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  members  chosen  messieurs 
[Israel]  Morrey,  [Morey]  [William  C]  Harrington,  dr  [Benjamin]  Green 
[John]  White,  (C)  and  [Gideon]  Brownson. — 

A  petition  signed  John  Chipman  sheriff  of  Addison  county,  was 
read  and  accepted,  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. — ■ 

A  petition  signed  Joseph  Taylor,  was  read,  and  prayer  thereof 
granted  with  leave  to  bring  in  bill — 

A  Bill,  entitled  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Tomlinson,  [Grafton]  in  the  county  of  Wind- 
ham, was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  govenor  and  council  for  re- 
vision and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  in  each  acre  of 
land  in  Morristown,  in  the  county  of  Chittenden,  was  read  and  accepted 
and  sent  to  the  govenor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or 
proposals  of  Amendment — 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Duxbury  in  the  county  of  Chittenden,  was  read  and  accepted 
and  sent  to  the  govenor  and  council  for  revision  &  concurrence  or  pro- 
posals of  Amendment 

A  petition  signed  Isaac  Clark,  referred  from  Casleton  with  the 
report  thereon,  was  read,  and  recommitted  to  the  same  committee — 

Ordered  that  major  [William  C]  Harrington,  general  [Roger]  Enos, 
and  general  [Isaac]  Clark  join  the  committee  on  the  Militia  law — 

A  petition  for  annexing  the  town  of  Orwall  to  Addison  county  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — ■ 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  Brattleborough, 
for  an  abatement  of  taxes,  reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  which 
report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 

Resolved,  that  the  treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  credit 
the  town  of  Brattleborough  the  sum  of  eleven  pounds  four  shillings  on 
the  five  penny  tax  granted  by  the  general  assembly  in  October  1789 — 

The  house  adjourned  two  O'Clock,  P.  M. — 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  half  penny  on  each  acre 
of  land  in  Hinesburgh  in  Chittenden  county  was  read  and  not  accepted — 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Athens,  in  Windham  county,  was  read,  and  ac- 
cepted and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence 
or  proposals  of  Amendment — ■ 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Bristol  in  the  county  of  Addison,  was  read,  and 
accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  con- 
currence or  proposals  of  amendment — ■ 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
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land  in  the  township  of  Stockbrige,  for  making  roads,  was  read,  and 
accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  con- 
currence or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Topsham,  in  Orange  county,  was  read,  and  accepted  and  sent 
to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of 
Amendment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  repealing  the  providing  clause  in  an  act,  en- 
titled. An  act  dividing  the  two  Heroes  into  two  towns,  was  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  declaring  the  town  of  Hancock  to  be  and  be- 
long to  the  county  of  Addison'  was  read  the  first  time. — 

A  petition  signed  Moses  Bickford  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  members  chosen  messrs  [Thomas]  Johnson,  [Samuel] 
Williams,  and  [Alexander]  Harvey— 

The  governor  and  council  appeared  in  the  house,  when  the  grand 
committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

The  subcommittee  made  the  following  report  viz — 

Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  to  appoint  a 
commissioner  or  commissioners  to  repair  to  the  congress  of  the  united 
states  of  America,  as  soon  as  may  be,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  endeavor 
that  the  act  of  congress  admitting  the  state  of  Vermont  into  the  federal 
union  be  so  predicated  on  the  act  of  the  commissioners  of  the  state  of 
New  York  done  at  New  York  October  7,  1790,  and  on  the  act  of  this 
state  in  consequence  thereof,  that  those  acts  be  considered  as  the  basis 
of  our  admission:  and  also,  that  in  said  act  of  congress  the  state  of 
Vermont  be  recognized  as  a  sovereign  independent  state,  since  the  15"^'^ 
day  of  January  1777^;  this  was  read  and  accepted. — 

M''  [Nathaniel]  Niles  [a  member  of  the  Council]  moved,  that  the 
commissioners  apply  to  congress  by  a  memorial  from  the  legislature — 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  then  rose. 

Attest  ROSWELL  HOPKINS,  Clerk— 

The  house  proceded  to  business. 

M''  [Lemuel]  Chipman  moved  that  the  sense  of  this  house  be  taken 
upon  the  first  article  recommended  by  the  grand  committee,  viz. 

Resolved,  that  this  committee  recommend  to  the  legislature,  to  ap- 
point senators  to  represent  this  state  in  congress — Ordered,  that  this 
article  be  passed  over  for  the  present 

The  house  took  up  the  second  article,  viz. 


1.  Hancock  had  previously  been  included  in  Windsor  County. — See  Map  of  Vermont, 
1796,  published  in  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  i. 

2.  This  recognition  of  the  sovereignty  of  Vermont  from  the  adoption  of  the  declara- 
tion of  independence  at  Westminster,  made  valid  all  Vermont's  acts,  including  the  granting 
of  townships. 
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Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  to  appoint  a 
commissioner  or  commissioners  to  repair  to  the  congress  of  the  united 
states  of  America  as  soon  as  may  be  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  endeavor, 
that  the  act  of  congress  admitting  the  state  of  Vermont  into  the  federal 
union,  be  so  predicated  on  the  act  of  the  commissioners  of  the  state  of 
Newyork,  done  at  Newyork  October  7,  1790  and  on  the  act  of  this  state  in 
consequence  thereof,  that  those  acts  be  considered  as  the  basis  of  our 
admission  and  also  in  said  act  of  congress  the  state  of  Vermont  be 
recognized  as  a  sovereign  independent  state,  since  the  fifteenth  day  of 
January,  1777,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — • 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  third  article,  viz.  whether  the  com- 
missioners shall  apply  to  congress  by  a  memorial  from  the  legislature, 
it  passed  in  the  negative — 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  third  article  viz — • 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  recommend  to  the  legislature  to 
appoint  senators  to  represent  this  state  in  congress,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative'. 

On  motion  of  M""  [Lemuel]  Chipman, 

Ordered,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  a  bill,  ap- 
pointing to  commissioners  to  repair  to  the  congress  of  the  united  states 
and  ascertaining  their  office  and  duty  agreeable  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  grand  committee.  Members  chosen  M''  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley, 
M^  I.  Smith  M^  I.  Allen.— 

The  house  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow  morning — 

FRIDAY  Jan^  14'^  1791.— 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — ■ 

Ordered  that  the  committee  on  the  surveyor  generals  survey,  join 
a  committee  from  council — 

A  petition  signed  Elnathan  Merwin  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table 

A  petition  signed  by  several  persons  in  Woodstock,  read,  and  after 
some  debate 

Ordered  that  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  be  taken  up  on 
monday  next — 

The  committee  appointed  to  draft  a  bill  appointing  commissioners, 
reported  a  bill  which  was  read  paragraph  by  paragraph  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table — 

Judge  [Roswell]  Hopkins's  resignation  as  Judge  of  probate  for  the 
district  of  Addison,  was  read,  with  the  govenors  acceptance  thereof 

Resolved,  that  his  excellency  and  council  be  requested  to  join  in 
grand  committee  to  morrow  morning  at  ten  O'clock  fill  up  such  vacancies 
in  the  offices  of  government  as  may  be  found  necessary,  and  that  the 


I.     Later  it  was  found  that  the  Legislature  had  no  authority  to  elect  United  States 
Senators  until  it  had  actually  become  a  State  of  the  Federal  Union. 
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members  of  the  several  counties  meet  in  convention,  previous  to  that 
time,  and  make  such  nominations  as  they  may  conceive  necessary — 

Ordered  that  a  committee  of  three  to  join  a  committee  from  council 
be  appointed  to  draft  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  senators 
members  chosen,  M""  [Matthew]  Lyon  M''  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  and 
M^  I.  Allen  — 

A  petition  signed  by  the  selectmen  of  Rutland  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three  members  chosen  M""  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley 
M'  [Seth]  Austin  and  M^  [William]  Ward.— 

A  petition  and  account  signed  Dana  Hide  [Hyde]  surgeon  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  auditor  of  accounts  against  this  state  who  is 
hereby  directed  to  examine  said  petition  and  account  and  report  as  soon 
as  may  be  to  this  house  his  opinion  thereon. 

A  petition  signed  John  Norton  was  again  taken  up  and  a  remon- 
strance signed  Eliakim  Spooner,  against  the  prayer  thereof  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  five  to  state  facts  and  report,  members 
chosen  M""  [William  C]  Harrington,  M'  [Israel]  Morrey  [Morey]  M' 
[Thomas]  Johnson  M'  [Arad]  Hunt  and  M""  [Gideon]  Brownson — 

The  treasurer  appeared  on  the  floor  of  the  house  and  solicited  the 
direction  of  the  general  assembly,  relative  to  his  receiving  sixty  pounds 
about  to  be  tendered  to  him  as  the  granting  fees  of  Moretown,  Alias 
Bradford  or  Salem:  the  proceedings  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  rela- 
tive to  this  business,  at  a  former  period,  were  read: 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  not  to  receive 
any  money  from  any  person  whatever,  as  granting  fees  for  the  town  of 
Moretown  alias  Bradford,  until  further  order  of  this  house — 

The  auditor  of  accounts  against  this  state,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  and  account  of  Dana  Hide,  [Hyde]  surgeon,  reported  in 
favor  of  the  prayer  thereof:  which  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table — 

The  House  adjourned  to  2  O'clock. 

Two  O'clock,  P.  M.— 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Benjamin  Henry,  esq"^  appeared  in  the  house,  and  produced  his 
credentials  as  a  representative  for  the  town  of  Hallifax  which  credentials 
were  read  and  M"^  Henry  admitted  to  a  seat,  after  taking  the  oath  and 
subscribing  the  test  prescribed  by  the  constitution 

The  house  resumed  the  report  of  the  auditor  of  accounts  which  re- 
port was  not  accepted  and  the  petition  dismissed — 

On  motion  of  M''  [Samuel]  Hitchcock, 

Resolved,  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  take  a 
bond,  with  sufficient  bondsmen,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  from 
the  attorney  general  of  this  state  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  office 
and  duty. — 

Ordered  that  M"'  [William]  Denison  join  the  grand  committee  for 
assessing  granting  fees — • 
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Ordered  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  granting  fees  due  on  the  township  of  Ira,  members  chosen 
M^  [Thomas]  Johnson,  M^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  M'  [Berias]  Green,  M"" 
[Samuel]  Williams  and  M"^  [Alexander]  Harvey — 

The  committee  appointed  to  propose  any  amendments  or  alterations 
that  they  may  conceive  necessary,  to  the  militia  law  of  this  state,  re- 
ported, that  they  viewed  it  unprecedented  to  direct  a  committee  from 
this  to  join  a  committee  of  citizens,  who  are  not  members  of  this  assembly 
in  framing  laws,  and  that  the  number  appointed  who  are  not  members  of 
the  house  are  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose;  therefore  we  humbly 
request  to  be  excused  from  such  service — which  report  was  read  and 
accepted — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  the 
amount  of  a  hard  money  note,  dated  22*^  of  September  1785,  given  to 
Ichabod  Ormsby  for  six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  to  said 
Ormsby  or  bearer 

A  representation  made  by  Daniel  Hill  was  read  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three:  members  chosen  M""  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  M"'  I.  Smith, 
and  M^  [Elijah]  Paine 

A  petition  from  the  town  of  Orwell,  praying  to  be  annexed  to  Addi- 
son county',  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  five:  members 
chosen  M^  [Arad]  Hunt,  M'  ]Asaph]  Fletcher,  M"  [Thomas]  Johnson 
M^  [Gideon]  Brownson,  M'  [John]  White  (C) 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  in  explanation  of,  and  in  addition  to  an  act 
laying  the  tax  on  the  lands  in  Cornwall  in  the  county  of  Addison  was 
returned  from  council  concurred,  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state 

On  motion  of  M"^  [Elijah]  Paine — 

Ordered  that  M^  Paine  have  liberty  bring  in  a  bill  regulating  the 
width  of  ox  sleds. — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  the- 
amount  of  a  hard  money  note  dated  September  22 '^  1785,  given  to 
Abiathar  Angel,  for  the  sum  of  two  pounds  nine  shillings  and  seven, 
pence 

A  petition  signed  by  the  selectmen  of  Newfane,  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three;  members  chosen  M^  [Abel]  Thompson, 
M'  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  and  M'  [Jabez  G.]  Fitch — 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  repealing  the  providing  clause  in  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  dividing  the  two  heroes  into  two  towns,  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence 
or  proposals  of  Amendment 

A  bill,  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  in  the  county  of  Windham  was 
read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and 
concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

A  bill,  entitled,  an  Act  declaring  the  town  of  Hancock  to  be  and 


I.     Orwell,  originally  a  town  in  Rutland  County,  was  annexed  to  Addison  County  in 
1847. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  332. 
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belong  to  the  county  of  Addison  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the 
governor  and  council  for  revision  &  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amend- 
ment 

A  bill,  entitled,  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  penny  on  each  acre  of  land 
in  the  township  of  Johnson,  in  Chittenden  county  for  making  roads,  &c. 
was  read  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision 
and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

A  petition  signed  Peletiah  Chapin  was  read  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three  to  state  facts  and  make  report:  members  chosen  M'' 
[Jesse]  Safford,  M^  I.  Smith  and  M'  [Elijah]  Paine.— 

A  petition  signed  by  the  selectmen  of  Middletown,  was  read  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three;  members  chosen  M"^  [Jotham]  White 
M^  [Lemuel]  chipman  and  M"^  [Ashur]  Chamberlain — 

A  petition  signed  Nathan  Fish,  with  the  report  thereon,  referred 
from  Casleton,  was  read  and 

Ordered,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  a  bill 
liberating  prisoners  confined  in  goal,  [jail]  who  deliver  up  their  property 
bona  fide  both  real  and  personal,  members  chosen,  M"^  [Calvin]  Knoul- 
ton,  M^  I.  Smith  &  M^  [Elijah]  Paine 

A  bill  entitled.  An  Act  granting  a  tax  in  Windham  county,  was  re- 
turned from  council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  petition  signed  Joseph  Capron,  praying  for  a  new  trial  was  read — 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  members  chosen  M^  [Israel]  Morey 
M^  [Joseph]  Hubbard  and  M^  [Timothy]  Todd 

The  house  adjourned  till  nine  O'clock  to  morrow  morning — 

SATURDAY  Jan^  is'^  1791— 

9  O'clock  A.  M. 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

Joined  in  grand  committee,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  vacancies  in  the  several  offices  now  vacant  in  this  state 

His  excellency  in  the  chair. — 

Joseph  Fay  clerk. — 

Appointed  the  hon.  John  Strong,  esqr.  judge  of  probate  for  the 
district  of  Addison 

Preserved  Dakins  Esq.  justice  of  peace  for  ferrisburgh,  and  Asa 
Wilmot  Esq.;  justice  of  the  peace  for  Addison,  in  the  county  of  Addi- 
son.— 

Jonas  Whitney,  Esq.  justice  of  the  peace  Marlborough  Windham 
county 

Noah  Chittenden,  Esq.  justice  of  the  peace  for  Jericho  &  Elisha 
Barber  Esq.  justice  of  the  peace  for  Hinesburgh  in  the  county  of  Chit- 
tenden 

Grand  committee  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  tuesday  morning. — 

JOSEPH  FAY,  Clerk.— 
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The  house  proceeded  to  business — ■ 

M""  Strong  moved  for  the  direction  of  the  house,  relative  to  an  old 
-account  he  produced  his  account,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
auditor  to  state  facts  and  make  report  thereon. — 

A  petition  signed  William  Miller,  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  to  state  facts  and  report;  members  chosen  messrs 
[Alexander]  Harvey,  [John]  White,  (C)  and  [Eli]  Cogswell — 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  Act  in  additon  to  an  act  for  altering  the  time  of, 
holding  county  courts  in  the  counities  of  Bennington  and  Chittenden 
read  the  first  time — 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Leicester  relative 
to  the  boundary  lines  of  said  town,  with  a  report  thereon,  was  read  when 
M""  [Eleazar]  Claghorn  moved  that  certain  depositions  might  be  read 
the  depositions  were  not  read  but  the  petition  and  report  recommended 
to  the  same  committee,  with  an  addition  of  four  members  chosen,  M'' 
[Arad]  Hunt  M"-  [Peter]  Briggs,  M^  T.  Jewet,  &  M^  [John]  Campbell. 

Information  against  William  Slade  Esq.  Justice  of  the  peace,  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  to  state  facts  and  report  Mem- 
bers chosen  messrs  [Joseph]  Hubbard,  [Samuel]  Williams,  [William] 
Dennison  [Jabez  G.]  Fitch  and  [Daniel]  Heald. — • 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  chart  made  by  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral report,  that  they  find  an  interference  of  the  township  of  Derby  and 
Salem,  of  5710  acres:  they  also  find  10645  acres  of  land  situated  between 
the  townships  of  Lewis  and  Warren;  [Warren's  Gore]  3936  acres  east  of 
Hopkins's  grant'  10118  acres  adjoining  Kellysburgh^  8744  acres  lies  be- 
tween Ripton  and  Kingston;  [Granville]  also  a  tract  west  of  Duncans- 
burgh  [Newport]  and  east  of  Carthage  [Jay]  and  Westfield,  containing 
23040  acres:  being  56,523  acres  in  the  whole  which  has  never  been  granted 
by  this  state.  Your  committee  further  submit  to  the  assembly  the 
propriety  of  taking  proper  measures  for  having  the  surveys  of  the  several 
towns  which  have  been  made  by  order  of  the  legislature  recorded  in 
some  proper  office,  which  report  was  read  Ordered,  that  a  committee  of 
three  members  be  appointed  to  draft  a  bill,  directing  the  mode  for  com- 
pleting the  plan  of  this  state  and  recording  the  surveys  of  the  town  lines, 
members  chosen  M""  [Ira]  Allen  M""  [Alexander]  Harvey  and  M*^  [Lemuel] 
Chipman — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Norton, 


1.  Hopkins  Grant,  or  Hopkins viUe,  was  a  Vermont  grant  made  in  1790  to  Roswell 
Hopkins.  To  this  was  annexed  Burke  Tongue,  and  the  name  was  changed  in  1807  to 
Kirby. — Vermont  State  Papers,  vol.  2,  p.  305. 

2.  A  map  in  Vermont  State  Papers,  vol  i,  dated  1796,  indicates  that  Kellysburgh  then 
included  towns  later  known  as  Lowell,  Belvidere,  Avery's  Gore,  and  a  part  of  Bakersfield. 
Lowell  appears  on  the  Whitelaw  map  as  Kellyvale. — See  reference  to  Kellyburgh  in  Ver- 
mont State  Papers,  vol.  2,  p.  310.  The  various  grants  made  to  John  Kelly  are  described 
in  the  same  volume,  pp.  310-312.  Wilbur,  in  his  life  of  Ira  Allen,  vol.  2,  p.  5,  refers  to 
John  Kelly  as  a  "lawyer  in  New  York  who  owned  and  speculated  in  Vermont  lands  and 
who  represented  many  influential  men  of  New  York."  Other  references  to  Kelly  in  the 
same  work  are  vol.  i,  pp.  492,  518,  520,  521,  528;  vol.  2,  pp.  7,  10-12,  26,  37,  52,  86  and  I02- 
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Esq.  vs  Eliakim  Spooner  have  attended  to  the  business  of  their  appoint- 
ment and  report  the  following  facts,  viz.  that  there  was  an  action  of 
ejectment  brought  of  John  Norton  on  the  demise  of  Asa  Doughlas  for  the 
recovery  of  one  fifty  acre  lot  of  land  number  24,  lying  in  the  town  of  West- 
minster, &  that  the  said  Norton  having  a  Deed  of  said  lot  from  said 
Doughlas  found  that  said  action  was  brought  wrong,  he  said  Norton  and 
the  said  Eliakim  Spooner,  made  a  certain  agreement  in  writing,  herewith 
enclosed,  which  said  agreement  was  presented  before  the  supreme  court 
at  Newfane  before  which  said  action  is  pending  but  said  court  refused  to 
direct  said  writ  to  be  altered  by  reason  of  said  agreement  not  being  made 
in  court  wherefore  said  action  still  remains  as  it  was  first  brought — 

The  committee  beg  leave  further  to  report,  that  the  said  Eliakim 
Spooner  has  not  been  heard  before  this  committee  and  we  do  therefore 
think  that  the  said  matter  of  dispute  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  next 
session  of  legislature  in  order  that  both  said  parties  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  heard  and  that  the  said  action  of  the  said  Norton  on  the 
demise  of  Asa  Douglas  vs.  against  the  said  Eliakim  Spooner,  be  con- 
tinued in  the  supreme  court  and  that  the  said  Norton  shall  notify  the 
said  Spooner  to  appear  before  the  legislature  at  their  next  session  to  be 
heard  on  the  premises — 

Israel  Morey,  for  a  committee 

A  petition  signed  John  Barns  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  one  member  from  each  county  to  join  a  committee  from  council 
Members  chosen  M""  [Gideon]  Ormsby,  M*^  [Alexander]  Havey  [Harvey] 
M""  [Arad]  Hunt  dr  [Benjamin]  Green  M""  I.  Allen  M^^  [Gamaliel]  Painter 
and  M*^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin 

A  petition  signed  Giles  Loomis  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table 

A  petition  signed  John  Kelly,  praying  for  a  new  trial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  five.  Members  chosen  M"^  [Gamaliel] 
Painter,  M^  E.  Smith,  M^  [John]  White  (C)  M-"  [Oliver]  Gallup  and  M^ 
[Jonathan]  Robinson — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  from 
this  state  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  to  congress  &c.  was  read  the  second 
time  monday  next  two  oclock  P.  M.  assigned  for  filling  up  the  blanks 
therein — 

A  petition  for  a  land  tax  on  Hide  park  was  read  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  [Joel]  Woodworth  [Samuel]  Lothrop  [Lothrop]  and  [Josiah] 
Pond.— 

A  peition  signed  by  twenty  four  persons  praying  for  liberty  to  raise 
a  troop  of  horse  in  Shaftsbury  was  read  and  referred  to  M""  [Joseph] 
Hatch,  M-"  I.  Allen  and  M''  [Seth]  Austin 

A  petition  signed  Aaron  Jackson  was  read  referred  to  M"^  [Jonathan] 
Robinson  M'  [Joshua]  Hazen  and  M""  [John]  M'^Neil. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  Middletown,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  prayer  thereof:  which  report  was  read  and  accepted 
and,  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
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A  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Randolph,  was  read  and  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three:  members  chosen,  M"^  [Israel]  Morey,  M^  [Wil- 
liam] Dennison,  M*^  [Elijah]  Paine 

A  petition  signed  Jacob  Davis  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three  to  state  facts  and  report;  members  chosen,  M""  [Samuel]  Wil- 
liams M^  I.  Allen,  &  M'  [John]  White  (C)  the  house  adjourned  to  two 
o'clock,  P.  M — 


2  O'clock  P.  M  — 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

M'  [John]  McNeil  moved  for  leave  of  absence  till  monday  morning 
next  which  was  granted — 

M"^  [Thomas]  Jewet  moved  for  leave  of  absence  untill  monday  next 
which  was  granted — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  Orwell,  reported, 
that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  next  session  of 
this  assembly;  which  report  was  read  and  accepted — 

On  Motion  of  M"^  [Elijah]  Paine,  Ordered,  that  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  draft  a  bill  directing  the  mode  of  choosing  representatives 
to  congress:  members  chosen  M"^  [Thomas]  Johnson  M"^  [Elijah]  Paine 
and  M^  [Lemuel]  Chipman — 

M""  [Joshua]  Hazen  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  entitled  an  act 
granting  a  township  of  land  to  Joseph  Marsh  and  co.  the  former  doings 
of  the  assembly  on  this  subject  were  read  and  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three  to  join  a  committee  from  council  to  state  facts  &  make  report; 
members  chosen,  M'  [Jesse]  Safford,  M"^  [Gideon]  Brownson  and  M''  I. 
Allen— 

The  committee  on  the  petition  signed  Aaron  Jackson,  reported 
against  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  the 
committee  appointed  to  draft  a  bill  directing  the  mode  of  chosing  sena- 
tors, reported  a  draft,  which  was  read  paragraph  by  paragraph  &  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  until  the  opening  of  this  house,  Monday  afternoon 

A  petition  signed  Arunah  Judd  referred  from  Castleton,  was  read 
&  referred  to  a  committee  of  three;  members  chosen,  M''  [Alexander] 
Harvey,  M*^  [John]  M'^Neil  and  M"  [Calvin]  Knoulton — 

A  petition  signed  by  the  selectmen  of  Saint  Johnsbury  was  read  & 
accepted  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

M''  [Matthew]  Lyon  moved  for  leave  of  absence  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session  which  was  granted 

A  petition  from  Bethel  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs  [Jotham]  White 
[Oliver]  Gallup  and  [Asaph]  Fletcher — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  Abraham  Pettibone 
and  others  reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof,  which  report  was 
read  &  accepted,  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. — 

The[n]  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  ten  Oclock  A.  M. — 


Monday,  January  17,  1791  239 

MONDAY  Jan"    17'^    1791.— 
ten  O'clock-A.  M. — 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

M^  [Calvin]  Knoulton  moved  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
petition  signed  John  Norton,  be  set  aside,  and  the  petition  recommitted, 
which  motion  passed  in  the  negative. — 

A  petition  signed  Ebenezer  Strong,  agent  for  the  proprietors  of 
Derby  Elisiana'  and  Hamilton^  was  read  &  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  members  chosen,  M"^  [Samuel]  Williams  M^  [Bercas]  Green  and 
M'  I.  Smith— 

The  house  took  up  the  petition  from  Woodstock,  relative  to  county 
buildings  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  when  M""  [Thomas]  Johnson 
moved  that  the  petition  &c.  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  assembly, 
which  passed  in  the  negative 

The  House  adjourned  to  two  o'clock,  P.  M. — 

2  O'clock  P.  M.     The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

Resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  from  Woodstock,  &c  & 
motion  M"^  Buck  obtained  permission  of  thehousetospeakon  theoccasion. 
The  question  being  put  whether  the  act  dividing  the  county  of  Windsor 
into  two  shires  should  be  repealed,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called 
for  by  M^  [Oliver]  Gallup  the  house  divided  as  follows. 

Yeas  ,  Nays 

Messrs    Jewet,  Messrs  Robinson 

Hurd,  Selden 

Dunton,  Todd 

Knoulton,  Chandler 

Bond,  Hunt 

Swift,  Webb 

Briggs  Campbell 

A.  Wheelock  Bradley 

Lyman,  Gallup 

Shafter,  Greene 

Hayward  White 

Wood,  Hubbard 

Olds,  Rogers 

Henry,  Morey 

Barlow,  Johnson 

Fletcher,  Gates 

Tullar,  Rich 


1.  Elysiana,  or  Elisiana,  evidently  refers  to  the  town  of  Holland.  See  note  p.  148  in 
this  volume. 

2.  Hambleton's  Gore,  Hamilton's  Gore  or  Hamilton's  Grant,  was  granted  to  Silas 
Hamilton  and  his  associates  in  1780.  By  the  terms  of  the  charter  it  was  made  a  part  of 
the  town  of  Whitingham. — Vermont  State  Papers,  vol.  2,  pp.  87-88,  301. 
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Emmerson, 

Flynn, 

Heald, 

Safford, 

Green, 

Hatch, 

Hazens, 

Hawkins 

Kingsbury, 

Hopkinson, 

Sleeman, 

West 

Dennison 

Austin 

W.  Chamberlain 

A.  Chamberlain 

Converse 

E.  Smith 

Ward 

Jenkins 

Jackson 

Daniels 

Carpenter 

Carr 

A.  Smith 

Finney 

Cooley 

Thompson 

Whitney 

Painter 

Foot 

Barnum 

Holcomb 

Tolman 

Wright 

Claghorn 

Wheelock 

M"=Connel 

E.  Allen 

Morse 


Paine 

Wither 

Churchill 

Wilson 

Lothrop 

Hall 

Cogswell 

Fitch 

I.  Smith 

Chittenden 

Hitchcock 

Fassett 

White 

Bostwick 

Hathaway 

Woodworth 

Knickerbaccor 

McNeil 

Waters 

I.  Allen 


it  passed  in  the  affirmative 


The  bill  appointing  commissioners,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the 
day  was  taken  up,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the  blanks — 

On  motion  of  JVI""  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  Resolved  that  the  governor  and 
council  be  requested  to  join  this  house  in  grand  committee  to  morrow 
morning  at  nine  oclock  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  blank  in  the  bill  en- 
titled An  act  appointing  commissioners  from  this  state  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  to  the  congress  of  the  united  states  &  declaring  their  duty 
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A  Bill  entitled,  An  Act  directing  the  mode  of  choosing  senators  for 
the  congress  of  the  united  states  was  read,  and  dismissed- — 

On  motion  of  AP  [Elijah]  Paine— 

Resolved,  that  the  governor  and  council  be  requested  to  join  this 
house  in  grand  committee  to  morrow  morning,  at  two  Oclock  P.  M.  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  senators  to  represent  this  state  in  the  congress  of 
the  united  states^ — ■ 

The  house  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow  morning — 


TUESDAY  Jan>'  i8'*'  1791— 
9    O'clock,    A.    M. 

The  house  met  according  to  adjournment — 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  governor  council  and  gen- 
eral assembly  met  in  grand  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  com- 
missioners to  attend  congress,  to  negociate  the  admission  of  this  state 
into  the  union  of  the  united  states  of  America— 

His  excellency  in  the  chair 

JOSEPH  FAY,  clerk— 

On  motion  of  M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor  for  proceeding  to  the  election  the 
ballots  being  taken  the  hon.  Nathaniel  Chipman,  Esq.  was  declared  to  be 
duly  elected  the  ballots  being  taken  for  the  second  commissioner  L.  R, 
Morris  Esq.  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected — 

The  committee,  agreeable  to  adjournment  proceeded  to  elect  Peter 
Lewis  Edward  Veil  and  John  Stafford  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
of  Rutland 

The  committee  dissolved — 

The  house  proceeded  to  business,  when  they  took  under  con- 
sideration the  bill  entitled.  An  Act  appointing  commissioners  for  this 
state  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  to  the  congress  of  the  united  states  &c 
and  declaring  their  duty; — read  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  no 
hard  money  out  of  the  treasury  during  this  session  unless  by  order  of 
this  assembly — 

A  petition  signed  Benjamin  Alarvin,  was  read  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five,  to  join  a  committee  from  council,  state  facts  &  make 
report,  members  chosen,  M""  [Lemuel]  Chipman,  AP  [Jonathan] 
Robinson,  AP  [Israel]  Alorey,  AP  [John]  White  (C)  &  AP  [Gideon] 
Brownson 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Aloses  Bickford 
alias  James  Lucas,  reported  against  the  prayer  thereof,  which  report  was 
read  and  accepted,  and  the  petition  dismissed 
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A  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  repealing  an  Act  entitled.  An  Act  for 
dividing  Windsor  county  into  half  shires,  was  read  the  first  time — 

The  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  the  granting 
fees  on  Ira  reported  on  the  business,  when  the  house  directed  col. 
[Stephen  R.]  Bradley  to  draft  a  bill  and  lay  it  before  this  house  agreeable 
to  the  afores'*  report 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  information  against  William  Slade 
reported,  that  they  met  on  the  business  and  made  due  enquiry  for  the 
petitioners  and  no  one  of  them  appeared,  either  by  himself  or  attorney 
to  support  the  facts  therein  mentioned;  they  therefore  submit  to  the 
house  what  further  order  they  will  take  thereon;  which  report  was  read 
and  the  petition  dismissed — 

A  bill  entitled  an  Act  repealing  the  providing  clause  in  an  act  en- 
titled an  Act  dividing  the  two  Heroes  into  two  towns  was  returned  from 
council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  William  Miller 
report  that  they  find  the  facts  set  forth  in  said  petition  to  be  supported 
&  are  of  opinion,  that  in  this  case,  and  in  others  of  a  like  nature  there 
ought  to  be  a  remedy  appointed  by  law,  which  report  was  read  and  M'' 
[Stephen  R.]  Bradley  requested  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  a  remedy  in 
this  and  similar  cases — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Peletiah  Chapin 
report,  that  the  estate  of  Andrew  Norton  was  confiscated,  and  that 
sixteen  acres  of  the  land  set  up  in  the  petition  was  sold  to  the  petitioner 
by  Ebenezer  Curtis  commissioner  of  sale  of  confiscated  estates,  that  one 
Jonathan  Hodgman  has,  as  set  up  in  said  petition  recovered  said  sixteen 
acres  of  the  petitioner  the  fee  of  said  land  being  in  said  Hodgman  at  the 
time  of  sale  and  not  in  said  Norton  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  state  are  bound  in  equity  to  refund  the  money  received  for  said 
sales:  as  to  costs  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  incumbent 
on  the  petitioner  and  not  on  the  state  to  have  examined  into  the  title  of 
said  land,  and  that  no  government  ought  to  suffer  by  contracts  made 
with  its  subjects.  Your  committee  further  report  that  in  their  opinion 
the  petitioner  ought  to  receive  forty  eight  pounds  out  of  the  treasury 
of  this  state,  it  being  the  sum  received  for  said  sale,  and  interest  on  the 
same  to  this  time:  which  report  was  read  and  accepted  with  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill — 

A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Clarenden  and  Ira  praying  for  a 
new  town,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  members  chosen 
M-^  [Gideon]  Brownson,  M""  [John]  McNeil  M^  John  Smith  M"^  [Samuel] 
Williams  &  M^  [Jehiel]  Webb— 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the 
town  of  Middletown  one  pound  thirteen  shillings  and  nine  pence,  on  the 
tax  granted  by  the  general  assembly  at  Castleton  in  October  1790 — 

The  house  adjourned  to  two  oclock,  P.  M. — 
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2  O'clock  P.  M. 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

A  petition  signed  Benjamin  Bellows  and  John  Bellows  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three;  members  chosen,  M''  [Elijah] 
Paine,  M"^  [Daniel]  Heald,  and  M""  [Alexander]  Harvey, — A  bill  entitled, 
an  act  granting  a  tax  of  four  pence  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  township  of 
St.  Johnsbury  in  Orange  county,  for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 

A  petition  signed  Israel  Converse  was  read  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three  members  chosen  M""  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  M''  [Michael] 
Flynn  and  M*"  [Gardner]  Chandler — 

A  petition  signed  Jiles  Loomis  was  read,  and  referred  to  M''  [Gideon] 
Brownson  M^  [John]  White  (C)  M^  [John]  M-^Neil  M""  I.  Allen,  &  M""  E. 
Allen— 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Burk;  in  the  county  of  Orange,  read  the  first  time — 

A  petition  signed  James  M.  Gregore  was  read  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three:  members  chosen  M''  [Timothy]  Todd  M''  [Elijah]  Paine 
and  M"^  [Abel]  Thompson 

Resolved,  on  the  petition  of  Peletiah  Chapin,  that  the  treasurer  of 
this  state  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  pay  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
state  forty  eight  pounds  in  hard  money  orders  to  the  said  Peletiah 
Chapin,  as  a  compensation  for  lands  which  he  purchased  of  Ebenezer 
Curtis  Esq.  commissioner  of  sales  of  confiscated  estates,  and  has  been 
ousted  from  the  possession  of  them  by  operation  of  law — 

The  committee  appointed  on  a  former  resolution  of  the  assembly 
relative  to  Daniel  Hill  reported  against  the  prayer  thereof  which  report 
was  read  and  not  accepted — 

Resolved,  that  the  treasurer  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto 
Daniel  Hill  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  in  hard  money  orders  on  his  giving 
a  quit  claim  deed  to  this  state  of  a  certain  farm  of  100  acres  of  land,  which 
said  Hill  purchased  of  John  H.  Lideu',  and  on  which  Abiathar  Angel  now 
lives,  in  Clarendon,  in  this  state — 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  directing  the  mode  of  choosing  senators  to 
represent  the  legislature  in  the  congress  of  the  united  states  of  America 
read  and  not  accepted,  and  referred  to  M'  [Elijah]  Paine  to  be  amended — 
The  above  bill  read  with  amendments  and  not  accepted  and  Messrs 
[Samuel]  Hichcock  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  and  [Elijah]  Paine  appointed 
to  return  the  above  bill  to  council  and  give  to  council  the  sentiments  of 
this  house 

I.  Thompson's  Vermont,  part  2,  p.  55,  in  a  sketch  of  the  town  of  Clarendon,  says: 
"The  first  settlers  were  mostly  from  Rhode  Island,  and  purchased  their  lands  of  Col. 
Lideus  (Lydius),  who  claimed  them  under  a  title  derived  from  the  Indians.  This  title 
was,  however,  never  confirmed  by  either  of  the  colonial  governments,  and  the  diversity 
•of  claimants  occasioned  much  litigation,  which  continued  till  1785,  when  the  Legislature 
passed  what  was  called  the  "quieting  act."  For  sketch  of  Col.  John  Henry  Lydius  and  a 
•discussion  of  the  Lydius  claim,  see  Vermont  State  Papers,  vol.  2,  pp.  254-255. 


244  Assembly  Journal 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  declaring  the  town  of  Hancock  to  be  and  be- 
ong  to  the  county  of  Addison  was  returned  from  council  concurred  & 
passed  into  a  law  of  this  state 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  on  the  county  of  Addison  was 
read  &  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

A  petition  signed  John  Kelly  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three  Members  chosen,  M''  [Thomas]  Johnson,  M''  [Gideon]  Ormsby 
and  M'  [Oliver]  Gallup — 

A  petition  from  Brookfield  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
of  five  members  chosen,  M""  [Israel]  Converse  M"'  [Asaph]  Fletcher,  M"' 
[Timothy]  Todd  M^  [Seth]  Austin  &  M^  [Abraham]  Jackson 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Aaron  Jackson 
reported  against  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  accepted  and  dis- 
missed— 

The  House  adjourned  to  nine  oclock  to  morrow  morning — 

WEDNESDAY  Jan y  19^^  1791— 
9  O'clock  A.  M— 

The  house  met  according  to  adjournment — 

A  Bill  entitled,  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  Act  for 
altering  the  time  of  holding  the  county  courts  in  the  counties  of  Ben- 
nington and  Chittenden  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  by  the  selectmen 
of  Rutland  reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof,  which  report  was 
read  and  accepted  and  leave  given  to  the  petitioners  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

Resolved  that  the  auditor  of  accounts  against  this  state  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  directed  upon  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Rutland  producing 
a  regular  account  against  the  state  for  keeping  John  Johnson  an  im- 
potent negro  from  the  first  day  of  February  1789  to  the  12^^  day  of 
January,  1791  of  seventy  three  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  nine 
pence  and  receipting  the  same  to  issue  an  order  in  favor  of  said  selectmen 
for  the  said  sum  of  seventy  three  pounds  nineteen  shillings  &  nine  pence 

On  motion  of  M""  [Elijah]  Paine,  ordered  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  make  the  necessary  alterations  to  a  bill  entitled  an  act 
supporting  transient  persons  or  foreigners:  members  chosen  M*"  [Elijah] 
Paine,  M""  [Lemuel]  Chipman  and  M'  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley — 

M''  [Martin]  Chittenden  moved  for  leave  of  absence  till  to  morrow 
noon  Which  was  granted 

A  petition  signed  Jacob  Davis  was  read  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three;  members  chosen  M"^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  M"^  [Samuel] 
Williams  &  M^  I.  Allen— 

A  Bill  entitled.  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Burk,  in  the  county  of  Orange',  read  and  accepted,  and  sent  to 

I.     When  Caledonia  County  was  organized  by  an  act  approved  Nov.  5,  1792,  Burke 
was  included  in  the  new  county. — Thompson's  Vermont,  part  3,  p.  43. 
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his  excellency  and  council  for  revision  &  concurrence  or  proposals  of 
amendment — 

On  motion  of  A-P  [Jabez  G.]  Fitch,  Ordered  that  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  petition  from  Stillman  Foot  join  a  committe  from  council, 
and  that  M*"  [Lemuel]  Chipman  and  IVP  [Ebenezer]  Willson  join  the 
above  committee — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  several  inhabitants 
of  Clarenden  and  Ira,  reported  against  the  prayer  thereof  which  report 
was  read  and  accepted,  and  the  petition  dismissed — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Israel  Converse 
reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof,  which  report  was  accepted  and 
leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

A  petition  signed  by  the  proprietors  of  Morristown  and  Stow 
was  read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted,  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  Hydes  park  for  a 
land  tax  reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  granted  with  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill 

A  Bill,  entitled,  an  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Tomlinson,  [Grafton]  in  the  county  of  Windham 
was  returned  from  council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state 

A  Bill  entitled  an  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Bristol  in  the  county  of  Addison  was  returned 
from  council  concurred  &  passed  into  a  law  of  this  State 

A  petition  signed  Josiah  Sawyer,  with  the  report  and  doings  thereon, 
was  read  and  accepted  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

On  motion  of  M^  [Jonathan]  Robinson, — Ordered  that  M""  [Samuel] 
Hitchcock  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  directing  the  mode  of  choosing 
senators  which  Bill  A/P  Hitchcock  read  in  his  place  and  handed  in  at  the 
table 

Resolved  that  the  rule  which  prescribed  that  no  bill  shall  lay  before 
this  house  twenty  four  hours  be  dispensed  with  on  the  following  bill  only 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  directing  the  manner  of  choosing  senators 
to  represent  this  state  in  senate  of  the  united  states  of  America,  which  was 
read  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and 
concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Athens  in  county  of  Windham  was  returned  from 
council  concurred,  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  by  the  Bethel  com- 
mittee reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof,  which  report  was  read  and 
accepted,  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  the  agents  of  Ripton, 
report  that  the  facts  set  up  in  the  petition  are  true,  therefore  are  of 
opinion  that  the  petitioners  recover  back  twenty  pounds  three  shillings 
and  eight  pence  which  was  allowed  them  by  the  commissioners,  and 
eleven  pounds  five  shillings  cost  paid  to  Samuel  Strong  which  report  was 
accepted  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
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A  Bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  protect  Josiah  Sawyer  from  arrest  or 
civil  process  for  one  year,  read  the  first  time — 

A  Bill  directing  the  manner  of  choosing  senators  to  represent  this 
state  in  senate  of  the  united  states  of  America;  was  returned  from  coun- 
cil concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

On  motion  of  M''  [Jonathan]  Robinson  was  requested  to  wait  on  the 
governor  and  council  and  to  request  that  they  would  proceed  to  the 
choice  of  senators — 

M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor  appeared  in  the  house  from  the  council  and  in- 
formed the  general  assembly,  that  the  council  would  immediately  proceed 
to  choose  senators,  and  would  meet  this  house  in  grand  committee  at 
two  Oclock  to  compare  nomination 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  two  senators  and  the  ballots 
being  taken  the  hon  Noah  Smith  and  the  hon  Stephen  R.  Bradley  es- 
quires had  a  majority  of  votes 

A  Bill  entitled  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Guildhall  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  re- 
pairing public  roads  was  returned  from  council  concurred  and  passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Smithfield,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  re- 
pairing public  roads  was  returned  from  council  with  amendments;  read 
with  the  amendments  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  Bill  entitled  An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Hungerford  in  Chittenden  county,  was  returned  froxn 
council  with  amendments,  and  was  read  with  the  amendments  and  passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Fairfield,  for  the  purpose  of  making  public  roads 
&c.  was  returned  from  council  with  amendments  and  was  read  with  the 
amendments  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

The  house  adjourned  to  two  oclock  P.  M. — 

2  O'clock  P.  M.— 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on  the 
pound  on  the  list  of  the  polls  and  rateable  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Addison  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

Resolved,  that  all  petitions  of  a  private  nature  filed  after  the  rising 
of  this  assembly  to  morrow  evening,  shall  of  course  be  referred  to  the 
next  session  of  the  assembly  of  this  state 

The  Governor  and  council  appeared  in  the  house,  when  the  house 
joined  in  grand  committee  to  choose  senators  to  represent  this  state  in 
the  senate  of  the  united  states — 

His  excellency  the  governor  in  the  chair. — 

ROSWELL  HOPKINS,  Cleric— 
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The  house  returned  the  nomination  of  the  hon  Noah  Smith  and 
Stephen  R.  Bradley  esquires,  as  having  a  majority  of  votes  in  the  house 
for  senators  and  the  council  returned  the  hon  Moses  Robinson  and 
Nathaniel  Niles  esquires  as  nominated  by  the  council:  which  being  read, 
the  joint  ballot  was  taken  for  senators  when  the  hon.  Moses  Robinson 
&  Stephen  R.  Bradley  esquires,  were  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes — 

The  committee  then  dissolved — 

Attest 

ROSWELL  HOPKINS,  Clerk— 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Joseph  Capron 
reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof:  which  report  was  accepted  with 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  pay  unto 
Abel  Thompson^  esqr  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  Ripton  the 
sum  of  twenty  pounds  three  shillings  and  eight  pence  lawful  money, 
being  for  money  advanced  by  them  for  running  the  outlines  of  Ripton 
more  than  their  equal  proportion — 

A  Bill  entitled  An  Act  for  repealing  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  dividing 
Windsor  county  into  half  shires,  was  read,  and  the  question  being  put 
whether  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  next  session — the  yeas  and  nays  being 
called  for  by  M''  [Joshua]  Wood,  the  vote  stood  as  follows,  viz. 

Yeas  Nays 

Messrs.  Selden,  Messrs  Jewet 

Todd,  Ormsby 

Chandler,  Hurd 

Hunt  Dunton 

Webb  Knoulton 

Campbell  Bond 

Bradley  Swift 

Gallup  Briggs 

Green  Whelock 

White  Lyman 

Hubbard  Shafter 


1 .  Noah  Smith  declined  to  accept  an  election  as  Assistant  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
on  account  of  his  choice  as  United  States  Senator  by  the  Assembly  (See  text  of  his  letter  to 
Governor  Chittenden  printed  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  226).  As  a  matter  of 
fact  the  joint  assembly  elected  Moses  Robinson  and  Stephen  R.  Bradley.  As  this  election 
was  held  before  Vermont  had  formally  become  a  State  of  the  Union,  Messrs.  Bradley  and 
Robinson  resigned  in  October,  1791,  and  were  again  elected,  this  time  in  a  legal  manner. — 
See  note  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  226.  President  Washington  appointed  Noah 
Smith  first  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue.  (Supervisor  of  Excise  and  Impost)  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Vermont. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  489. 

2.  Ripton  (or  Riptown)  was  granted  to  Abel  Thompson  and  his  associates.  The 
text  of  the  charter  will  be  found  in  Vermont  State  Papers,  vol.  2,  pp.  168-169. 
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Rogers 

Morey 

Johnson 

Rich 

Paine 

Witcher 

Churchill 

E.  Smith 

Wilson 

Lothrop 

Fitch 

Hitchcock 

Fassett 

Hathaway 

Woodworth 

Knickerbacor 

Waters 

Stannard 


Hayward 

Wood, 

Olds 

Henry 

Barlow 

Fletcher 

Emmerson 

Flynn 

Hall 

Carpenter 

Carr 

A.  Smith 
Finney 
Painter 
Barnum 
Heald 
Safford 
Morse 

B.  Green 
Hatch 
Hazen, 
Hawkins 
Kingsbury 
Hopkinson 
Sleeman 
West 
Dennison 
Austin 
Gates 

Chamberlin 
Ward 
Jackson 
Daniels 

A.  Chamberlin 

Tolman 

Wright 

Claghorn 

Wheelock 

M^Connel 

E.  Allen 


The  question  for  referring  the  bill  to  the  next  session  of  assembly 
being  negative,  the  main  question  was  put,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative 
— The  bill  was  accepted  by  the  house  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Benjamin  Marvin 
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agent  for  the  inhabitants  on  the  tract  of  land  called  Misslsque Tongue 
reported  against  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  read  and  accepted 
and  leave  given  to  the  petitioners  to  withdraw  the  petition 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  listers  act  reported  a  draft  which 
was  read  to  morrow  at  two  oclock,  P.  M. — 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  oclock,  to  morrow  morning 

THURSDAY  Janv  19'"  1791— 
10  O'clock   A.    M. 

The  house  met  according  to  adjourment — 

M""  E.  Smith  moved,  that  the  resolution  passed  last  October  at 
Castleton  relative  to  staying  a  prosecution  vs  Solomon  Spafford  or  his 
bondsmen,  be  extended  to  the  rising  of  the  assembly  in  October  next  and 
a  resolution  pass  for  that  purpose  the  question  being  put  passed  in  the 
affirmative  and  leave  given  to  M""  E.  Smith  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

M*"  [Calvin]  Knoulton  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  liberating 
Nathan  Fisk  from  the  goal  [jail]  at  Newfane;  the  question  being  put 
passed  in  the  negative 

Ordered  that  M""  [Joseph]  Hubbard  and  M""  [Thomas]  Johnson  join 
the  committee  for  assessing  granting  fees 

A  petition  signed  Experience  Fisk,  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three:  members  chosen,  M""  [Elijah]  Paine  M""  [Israel]  Con- 
verse, and  M""  [Jabez  G.]  Fitch — 

A  petition  signed  Nathaniel  gove,  was  read,  and  the  prayer  thereof 
granted  with  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  directing  the  width  of  Sleds  in  the  counties  of 
Windsor  and  Orange  was  read — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  of  the  state  of  Vermont  be  directed  to 
stay  prosecution  against  Solomon  Spaiferd,  late  collector  of  the  town  of 
Clarenden  or  his  bondsmen,  who  may  be  involved  in  the  business  until 
the  rising  of  the  assembly  at  their  session  in  October  next — 

A  petition  signed  by  several  inhabitants  of  Brumley  [Peru]  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  members  chosen  M''  [Asaph] 
Fletcher,  M^  [Gideon]  Ormsby  and  M'  [Daniel]  Heald— 

A  petition  signed  Elnathan  Mervin,  was  read  and  the  prayer  thereof 
granted  with  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  al- 
tering the  time  of  holding  the  county  courts  in  the  counties  of  Bennington 
and  Chittenden  was  returned  from  council  concurred  and  passed  into  a 
law  of  this  State — 

M""  [Lemuel]  Bostwick  moved  for  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the 
following  bill  viz — A  Bill  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of 


I.    The  name  Missisquoi  Tongue  was  one  of  several  names  given  to  the  tract  known 
as  Alburgh. — -State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  251. 
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Hinesburgh  to  call  a  meeting,  for  purposes  therein  mentioned  which 
was  read  the  first  time 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  al- 
tering the  time  of  holding  the  court  in  the  counties  of  Bennington  and 
Chittenden,  was  returned  from  council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law 
of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  enable  the  Heirs  of  Amos  Marsh  of  Claren- 
den,  deceased,  to  commence  an  action  or  to  maintain  any  already  com- 
menced for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of  a  certain  piece  of  land  in  said 
Clarenden  now  in  possession  of  Ebenezer  Pitcher  and  Ebenezer  Pitcher 
jun''  was  read  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  his  excellency  and  council  for 
revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  from 
this  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  to  the  congress  of  the  united  states  and 
declaring  their  duty  was  returned  from  the  council  with  a  proposed 
amendment,  which  proposed  amendment  was  read  and  accepted,  after 
which  further  proposals  of  amendment  were  made  by  the  house  and  re- 
turned to  the  governor  and  council  for  their  further  consideration — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  a  number  inhabi- 
tants of  Leicester  reported  that  they  are  full  in  favor  of  their  former  re- 
port made  last  session  and  further  recommend,  that  the  jurisdictional 
line  between  said  towns  of  Salisbury  and  Lieceter  be  agreeable  to  their 
lines  between  said  towns  previous  to  M'  Savage's  survey  which  report 
being  read  was  accepted  and  leave  given  the  petitioners  to  bring  in  a 
bill— 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Thomas  Chittenden 
reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted, with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Experience  Fisk 
reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted :  therefore. 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  unto 
Experience  Fisk  administrator  on  the  estate  of  Nathan  Fisk  the  sum  of 
forty  pounds  fourteen  shillings,  in  satisfaction  for  the  money  paid  by  the 
said  Nathan  Fisk  for  a  lot  of  land  in  Westminster  supposed  to  have  been 
confiscated  as  the  estate  of  Cream  [Crean]  Brush  which  has  since  been 
recovered  by  Leonard  Brush — 

A  petition  signed  Stephen  Hard  was  read  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three  members  chosen,  M'  [John]  White  (C)  IVP  [Benjamin] 
Henry  and  M^  [John]  Hall— 

A  petition  for  a  land  tax  on  the  towns  of  Barton,  Glover,  Browning- 
ton,  Hardwick,  Salem,  and  Darby;  was  read,  and  the  prayer  thereof 
granted,  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  protect  Josiah  Sawyer  from  arrest  by  civil 
process  for  one  year  was  read  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  his  excellency 
and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

The  report  made  by  the  auditor  of  accounts  against  this  state  on 
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general  Strong's  account  was  read  and  recommitted  for  the  auditor  to 
ascertain  whether  the  same  has  been  paid  to  general  Strong  or  not — 

Resolved^  that  this  house  take  under  consideration  this  day  at  the 
opening  of  the  house  in  the  afternoon  the  place  where  the  next  election 
shall  be  holden — 

The  house  adjourned  to  two  o'clock  P.  M. — 

2  o'clock  P.  M.— 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

M""  [Stephen]  Bradley  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  inspectors  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes  within  this  which 
was  granted — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  four  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  St.  Johnsbury^  ,  in  Orange  county  for  the  purposes 
therein  mentioned  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and 
council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  petition  signed  by  owners  of  land  in  Littleton  [Waterford]  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  next  session  of  assembly  and  the  petitioners  are 
hereby  directed  to  cite  the  landholders  concerned — 

The  house  took  under  consideration  the  place  for  holding  the  next 
election^  and  the  votes  being  taken  stood  as  follows  viz. 


Norwich 

Windsor 

Messrs  Jewet 

Messrs  Wright             Messrs 

Fletcher 

Swift 

Claghorn 

White 

Briggs 

Wheelock 

Hubbard 

Olds 

Pond 

Heald 

Barlow 

Hitchcock 

Rogers 

Tuller 

Fasset 

Morey 

Emmerson 

M^Connel 

Hopkinson 

Flynn 

Bostwick 

Johnson 

Safford 

Hathaway 

Gates 

Morse 

Woodworth 

Ritch 

B.  Green 

Knickerbaccor 

Paine 

Hazen 

Messrs  Hunt 

W.  Chamberlain 

Hawkins 

Webb 

McNeil 

Kingsbury 

Wheelock 

Waters 

Sleeman 

Campbell 

Stannard 

West 

Shafter 

Robinson 

Dennison 

Hayward 

Selden 

Harvey 

Wood 

Ormsby 

A.  Chamberlain 

Bradley 

Todd 

Jackson 

Henry 

Hurd 

Carr 

Gallup 

Knoulton 

1.  Caledonia  County  had  not  yet  been  organized. — For  sketch  o  f  Caledonia  County 
see  Fairbanks'  History  of  St.  Johnsbury,  p.  95. 

2.  This  expression  is  used  to  indicate  the  place  of  holding  the  next  legislative  session. 
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Bond 

Chandler 

Witcher 

Churchill 

E.  Smith 

Ward 

Wilson 

Jenkins 

Lothrop 

Daniels 

Hall 

Carpenter 

Williams 

Marvin 

Finney 

Coo  ley 

Thompson 

Whitney 

Fitch 

Painter 

I.  Smith 

Barnum 

Holcomb 

Tolmon 

Agreeable  to  the  foregoing  vote,  Windsor  in  the  county  of  Windsor 
is  agreed  upon  by  the  house  as  the  place  for  holding  the  next  election — 

The  house  took  up  the  petition  signed  by  Lot  Hall  and  others  with 
the  several  reports  thereon  the  last  of  which  was  in  favor  of  the  prayer 
thereof  but  on  consideration  in  the  house  it  was  not  accepted  and  the 
petition  was  dismissed — 

A  Bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  from 
this  state  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  to  the  congress  of  the  united  states 
was  returned  from  council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

Ordered  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  the  busi- 
ness necessary  to  be  done  by  the  assembly  the  present  session  members 
chosen  M''  [Elijah]  Paine  M'  [Samuel]  Williams  and  M''  [Stephen  R.j 
Bradley — 

A  petition  signed  John  Jay  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three:  members  chosen  M""  [Samuel]  Williams  M"^  [Joshua]  Hazen  and 
M"^  [Elijah]  Paine  to  join  a  committee  from  council — 

The  committee  appointed  on  Stillman  Foot's  petition  reported  in 
favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tabl^- 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  directing  listers  in  their  office  and  duty  was  re- 
turned from  the  council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  heirs  of  Amos  Marsh  late  of 
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Clarenden  deceased  to  commence  an  action  or  to  maintain  any  already 
commenced  for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of  a  certain  tract  of  land 
in  said  Clarenden  now  in  the  possession  of  Ebenezer  Pitcher  and  Ebenezer 
Pitcher  Jun''  was  returned  from  council  with  proposals  of  Amendment 
and  read  with  the  said  amendments  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

An  account  presented  by  Darius  Chipman  for  services  rendered  this 
state  was  read  and  referred  to  the  attorney  general  to  report  his  opinion 
thereon. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  John  Barron  report 
that  all  the  lands  in  the  town  of  Bradford'  excepting  four  thousand  acres 
be  granted  to  the  Judges  Smith  and  Harvey  and  James  Whitlaw  [White- 
law]  in  trust  for  the  settlers  and  landowners  of  said  Bradford  upon  con- 
dition that  they  pay  nine  pence  lawful  money  in  silver  or  gold  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  state  for  every  acre  of  land  by  them  settled  and  owned  in 
October  next  at  the  annual  session  of  the  general  assembly  and  that  six 
hundred  acres  of  the  four  thousand  aforesaid  be  reserved  for  public  uses 
and  that  general  Moses  Hazen  have  the  remaining  three  thousand  four 
hundred  acres  upon  his  paying  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state  two  shillings 
per  acre  by  the  time  aforesaid  and  upon  failure  of  the  settlers  &c.  apply- 
ing as  above  then  the  trustees  to  sell  it  to  the  highest  bidder  for  the  use 
of  the  state  which  report  was  read  and  accepted  but  afterwards  recon- 
sidered and  ordered  to  lye  till  to  morrow  morning — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  directing  an  appeal  to  be  entered  in  a  certain 
therein  named  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and 
council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Brookfield  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  re- 
pairing public  roads  and  building  bridges  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned  read  the  first  time — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 


I.  The  first  settlers  in  Bradford  were  squatters,  who  made  "pitches"  without  any 
legal  authority.  The  region  was  known  as  Waits'  River  Town,  or  Waitstown.  When  the 
inhabitants  numbered  thirty  it  was  considered  wise  to  secure,  if  possible,  a  valid  title,  and 
Samuel  Sleeper,  one  of  the  settlers,  was  appointed  a  committee  to  go  to  New  York,  and 
secure  the  aid  of  William  Smith,  an  influential  man,  in  obtaining  a  charter.  On  May  3, 
1770,  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden  granted  the  town  Moretown,  named  in  honor  of  Sir 
Henry  Moore,  Governor  of  New  York  from  1765  to  1769,  to  William  Smith  and  twenty-four 
associates.  On  Aug.  14,  1770,  William  Smith  conveyed  to  Samuel  Sleeper  3,000  acres  by 
an  "indenture  of  lease  and  release,"  to  secure  the  claims  of  the  original  settlers.  In  1788 
the  name  of  the  town  was  changed  to  Bradford,  although  for  a  brief  period  the  name  Salem 
was  used.  (See  p.  233,  this  volume).  This  name  should  not  be  confused  with  the  town 
of  Salem,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  afterward  annexed  to  Newport  and  Derby.  The 
name  Bradford  probably  was  given  in  honor  of  Bradford,  Mass.  It  appears  that  land 
titles  under  the  New  York  grant  of  1770  were  not  considered  satisfactory,  and  this  session 
of  the  Vermont  Legislature,  held  in  January,  1791,  granted  the  town  of  Bradford,  as  then 
constituted,  to  Israel  Smith  of  Thetford,  Alexander  Harvey  of  Barnet  and  James  Whitelaw 
of  Ryegate,  as  a  committee  of  trust  and  a  board  to  "try  and  determine"  the  claims  of 
settlers.  A  supplemental  "quieting"  act  was  passed  in  1792 — McKeen's  History  of 
Bradford,  pp.  9-35.     See  also  p.  255  of  this  Journal. 
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land  in  the  township  of  Morristown  and  Stow  for  the  purpose  of  making 
roads  &c.  was  read  the  first  time — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  enabling  the  proprietors  of  Bethel  to  collect 
the  taxes  by  them  heretofore  voted  was  read  the  first  time — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  a  certain  act  passed  October  A.  D. 
1789  entitled  an  act  establishing  the  jurisdictional  line  between  the 
town  of  Leiceter  [Leicester]  and  the  town  of  Salisbury  as  run  by  James 
Savage  deputy  surveyor  general  and  establishing  a  jurisdictional  line 
between  said  agreeable  to  the  charter  of  said  town  of  Leiceter  was  read 
the  first  time — 

Ordered  that  M^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  M^  [Elijah]  Paine  and  M^ 
[Samuel]  Hitchcock  be  a  committee  to  draft  a  bill  repealing  the  second 
clause  in  an  act  entitled  an  act  relating  to  estates  that  have  been  con- 
fiscated by  the  authority  of  this  state — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  Brookfield  for  a 
land  tax  &c  reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was 
read  and  accepted  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Stockbridge  for  making  road  was  returned  from 
council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Calais  in  the  county  of  Orange  for  the  therein 
mentioned  was  returned  from  council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of 
this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Burk  in  the  county  of  Orange  was  returned  from 
council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  State — 
On  motion  of  Judge  [Samuel]  Williams 

Ordered  that  he  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  compel  the  fulfilment  of  contracts  according  to  the  intent 
of  the  parties — 

The  house  adjourned  to  nine  oclock  to  morrow  morning 


FRYDAY  Jany  20^''  1791— 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  appointing  inspectors  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes 
was  read 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on  each 
acre  of  land  in  the  township  of  Randolph  for  the  purpose  of  making  and 
repairing  public  roads  and  bridges  in  said  town  was  read  the  first  time — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Ebenezer  Strong 
reported  against  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  accepted  and  the 
petition  dismissed — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  to 
Darius  Chipman  the  sum  of  five  pounds  ten  shillings  out  of  the  treasury 


Friday,  January  20,  1791  255 

of  this  state  being  due  to  him  for  his  fees  and  money  expended  in  prose- 
cuting a  suit  against  Jonathan  Fasset  by  order  of  the  assembly 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Stephen  Hurd  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  accepted  there- 
fore— 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Salisbury  the  sum  of  six  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  four 
pence  on  the  five  penny  tax  granted  on  the  list  for  the  year  1789 — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  John  Barrow  agent 
for  the  inhabitants  of  Moretown  alias  Bradford  report  that  all  the  lands 
in  the  town  of  Bradford  excepting  four  thousand  acres  be  granted  to  the 
Judges  Smith  and  Harvey  and  James  Whitlaw  [Whitelaw]  in  trust  for 
the  settlers  and  landowners  of  said  Bradford  upon  condition  that  the 
settlers  and  landowners  pay  nine  pence  lawful  money  in  silver  or  gold  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  state  for  every  acre  of  land  by  them  settled  and 
owned  in  October  next  at  the  annual  session  of  the  general  assembly  and 
that  six  hundred  acres  of  the  four  thousand  aforesaid  be  reserved  for 
public  uses  and  that  general  Moses  Hazen  have  the  remaining  three 
thousand  four  hundred  acres  upon  his  paying  unto  the  treasurer  of  the 
state  two  shillings  per  acre  by  the  time  aforesaid  and  upon  the  failure  of 
the  settlers  &c.  applying  as  above  then  the  trustees  to  sell  it  to  the 
highest  bidder  for  the  use  of  the  state  was  read  and  accepted  with  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  granting  a  tax  of  four  pence  on  each  acre  of  land 
in  the  township  of  Saint  Johnsbury  in  Orange  county  for  the  purpose 
therein  mentioned  was  returned  from  council  concurred  and  passed  into 
a  law  of  this  State — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  defining 
the  powers  of  the  supreme  and  county  courts  within  this  state  read 
the  first  time — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  Randolph  for  a  new 
trial  reported  that  the  said  petition  ought  to  be  referred  over  to  the  next 
session  of  the  general  assembly  and  that  this  assembly  grant  an  order  to 
stay  in  the  meantime  any  further  proceeding  of  execution  against  the 
agents  of  the  proprietors  of  said  Randolph  which  report  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

M*^  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  defining 
the  powers  of  the  governor  in  grand  committee;  after  some  debate  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  referred  to  the  opening  of  the  house 
this  day  at  two  O'clock— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  suspend  the  operation  of  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  compel  the  fulfilment  of  contracts  according  to  the  intent  of  the 
parties  read  the  first  time — 

A  petition  signed  Simon  Francis,  was  read  and  referred  to  M' 
[Thomas]  Johnson  M"'  [Gardner]  Chandler  and  A/P  [Samuel]  Williams — 

Ordered  that  a  committee  of  one  member  from  each  county  be  ap- 
pointed to  make  some  arrangements  relative  to  the  payment  of  thirty 
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thousand  dollars  to  the  state  of  New  York  members  chosen  M""  [Timothy] 
Todd  M""  [Joshua]  Wood  M''  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  M-"  [Asaph]  Fletcher 
M'  [William]  Dennison  M'  [Gamaliel]  Painter  and  M""  I.  Allen — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  freeing  the  body  of  Nathaniel  Gove  from  arrest 
and  imprisonment  read  the  first  time — 

Ordered  that  M^  [Thomas]  Johnson  M''  [Arad]  Hunt  and  M""  [Elijah] 
Paine  be  appointed  on  the  account  of  E.  Marvin  to  state  facts  and  re- 
port— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  new  trial  in  a  cause  tried  before  the 
supreme  [Court]  in  Addison  in  the  county  of  Addison  on  the  second 
thursday  of  august,  1789,  wherein  Samuel  Benton  was  plaintiff  and 
Stillman  Foot  Defendant  was  read  the  first  time — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Benjamin  and  John 
Bellows  reported  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  the 
legislature — 

The  house  adjourned  to  two  o'clock,  P.  M. — 

2  O'clock   P.   M. 


The  house  met  according  to  adjournment 

The  house  took  under  consideration  the  order  of  the  day  which  was 
to  Define  the  powers  of  the  governor  in  grand  committee  as  they  relate 
to  voting  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  M""  [Asaph]  Fletcher 
were  as  follows,  viz. 


Messrs 


Yeas 
Jewet 
Ormsby 
Todd 
Hurd 
Dunton 
Knoulton 
Chandler 
Hunt 
Webb 
Wheelock 
Chipman 
Hall 

Carpenter 
Williams 
Marvin 
A.  Smith 
Cogswell 
Whitney 
Fitch 
Painter 
Foot 
I.  Smith 


Nays 
Messrs  Selden 
Ormsby 
Bond 
Swift 
Briggs 
Lyman 
Shafter 
Fletcher 
Heald 
Rogers 
Hazen 
Hopkinson 
Sleeman 
Harvey 
Witcher 
Churchill 
Jackson 
Carr 
Finney 
Cooley 
Thompson 
Barnum 
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Holcomb  Pond 

Tolman  Fassct 

Wright  White  (C) 

Claghorn 

Wheelock 

Chittenden 

Hitchcock 

M'^Connel 

Bostwick 

Campbell 

Hayward 

Wood 

Olds 

Henry 

Barlow 

Gallup 

Greene 

White 

Emmerson 

Flynn 

Hubbard 

Safford 

Morse 

B.  Green 

Hatch 

Hawkins 

Morey 

Kingsbury 

West 

Dennison 

Johnson 

Austin 

Gates 

Ritch 

Paine 

Converse 

E.  Smith 

Ward 

Wilson 

Jenkins 

Lothrop 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative  therefore.  Resolved  as  the  sense  of  this 
legislature  that  the  governor  when  presiding  in  grand  committee  for  the 
appointment  of  any  officer  can  have  no  other  vote  than  is  given  him  by 
the  constitution  of  this  state  when  presiding  in  council — 

M"'  [Asaph]  Fletcher  moved  for  leave  of  absence  which  was  granted — 
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The  committee  appointed  on  tiie  petition  signed  James  McGregorr 
reported  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  the  general 
assembly  which  report  was  accepted — 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Arunah  Judd 
reported  against  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  accepted  and  the 
petition  dismissed 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  Topsham  in  the  county  of  Orange  was  returned  from  council 
concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — • 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
liand  in  Duxbury'  in  Chittenden  county  was  returned  from  council 
concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Walden  in  Orange  County  was  returned  from 
council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acie  of 
land  in  Moretown  in  ^Chittenden  county  was  returned  from  council 
with  an  amendment  which  amendment  was  read  and  accepted  and  the 
bill  passed  into  a  law — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Zadock  Heard 
and  others  reported  that  the  prayer  thereof  be  in  part  granted  which  re- 
port was  accepted — therefore 

Resolved  that  the  sheriff  of  Bennington  county  be  directed  to  dis- 
count on  an  execution  in  his  hands  against  Zadock  Heard  Abel  Ayels- 
worth  Ozi  Baker^  Levi  Hile  and  Ephraim  Knap,  in  favor  of  the  state  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  and  that  the  attorney  general  be  directed 
to  credit  said  sheriff  the  above  sum  — 

A  bill  an  act  to  repeal  a  certain  act  passed  October  A.  D.  1789  en- 
titled an  act  establishing  the  jurisdictional  line  between  the  town  of 
Leiceter  and  the  town  of  Salisbury  as  run  by  James  Savage  deputy 
surveyor  general  and  establishing  a  jurisdictional  line  between  said 
towns  agreeable  to  the  charter  of  said  town  of  Leiceter  was  read  and 
accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  con- 
currence or  proposals  of  amendment — • 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  enabling  the  proprietors  of  Hinesburgh  in  the 
county  of  Chittenden  to  call  a  proprietors  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  and  amending  the  records  of  said  propriety  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted and  sent  to  his  excellency  and  council  for  revision  and  concur- 
rence or  proposals  of  amendment — 

Resolved  that  the  commissioners  appointed  to  repair  to  congress  in 
behalf  of  this  state  be  allowed  twenty  shillings  per  day  each;  they 
finding  their  own  horses  and  expences  to  be  allowed  one  day  for  every 


1.  At  this  time  Chittenden  County  included  several  towns  that  later  were  included  in 
Washington  County. 

2.  The  preceding  note  applies  to  Moretown  as  well  as  to  Duxbury.     Moretown  mus  t 
not  be  confused  with  Mooretown,  later  known  as  Bradford. 

3.  Presumably  this  reference  is  to  Ozi  Baker,  son  of  Capt.  Remember  Baker. 
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thirty'  miles  to  and  from  Philadelphia  and  also  the  time  actually  ex- 
pended in  the  business  of  this  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  and  that 
the  governor  be  desired  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  fifty  pounds  in  hard 
money  to  a[d]vance  to  them  for  expences  and  that  the  remainder  be  paid 
them  in  hard  money  orders  when  their  accounts  shall  be  allowed  by  the 
auditor  of  accounts  which  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  do  in  this  case  any 
former  doings  of  this  house  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  the  amount 
of  a  hard  money  note  dated  September  22"^  1785,  given  to  captain 
Ebenezer  Curtis  for  the  sum  of  three  pounds  two  shillings  and  seven 
pence  to  the  said  Ebenezer  Curtis  or  bearer — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  purpose  of  granting  a  loan  to  enable  the 
proprietors  of  the  furnace  in  Orwall  to  repair  the  same  and  put  it  in  blast 
was  read  and  referred  for  further  consideration  at  nine  oclock  to  morrow 
morning — 

The  house  adjourned  to  nine  oclock  to  morrow  morning — 

SATURDAY  Jan^  21 «'  1791— 9  O'clock  A.  M. 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Giles  Loomis 
reported  against  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  accepted  &  leave 
given  to  withdraw  the  petition 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  [St.]  Johnsbury  in  Chittenden  county  for  making 
roads  &c.  was  returned  from  council  concurred  and  passed  into  a  law  of 
this  state — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  John  Kelly  praying 
for  a  new  trial  against  David  Warner  and  Sylvanus  Smith  reported  in 
favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  read  and  accepted  with 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  directing  the  width  of  Sleds  in  the  counties  of 
Windsor  and  Orange  was  read  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by 
M''  [William]  Dennison  were  as  follows,  viz 

Yeas  Nays 

Messrs  Gallup  Messrs  Barlow 

Greene  Flvnn 

Whitney  Heald 

Fitch  Morse 

Barnum  B.  Green 

Painter  Hatch 

Tolman  Hawkins 


I  This  would  indicate  that  a  horseback  trip  from  Bennington  to  Philadelphia  would 
take  nine  or  ten  days.  It  may  be  presumed  that  thirty  miles  was  considered  an  average 
daily  rate  of  travel. 


26o 


Assembly  Journal 


Wright 

Claghorn 

Wheelock 

White  (C) 

Hathaway 

Knickerbaccor 

I.  Allen 

Ormsby 

Todd 

Hurd 

Swift 

Chandler 

Hunt 

Lyman 

Campbell 

Olds 

White 

Emmerson 

Hubbard 

Safford 

Rogers 

Hazen 

Morey 

Kingsbury 

Hopkinson 

Rich 

Paine 

Harvey 

W.  Chamberlain 

Converse 

Witcher 

E.  Smith 

Lothrop 

Jackson 

Hall 

Williams 

Marvin 

Finney 

Cogswell 


Sleeman 

West 

Dennison 

Johnson 

Austin 

A.  Chamberlain 

Churchill 

Ward 

Wilson 

Wood 

Henry 

Jenkins 

Daniels 

Carpenter 

Carr 

Cooley 

J.  Smith 

Pond 

Chittenden 

Bostwick 

Woodworth 

McNeil 

Waters 

Stannard 

E.  Allen 

Bond 

Briggs 

E.  Wheelock 

Shafter 

Hayward 


It  passed  in  the  affirmative — therefore.  Ordered  that  the  same  be 
sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  &  concurrence  or  proposals 
of  amendment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  making  a  grant  of  the  township  of  Bradford 
alias  Moreiown  to  Israel  Smith,  Alexander  Harvey  and  James  Whitlaw 
[Whitelaw]  esquires  in  trust  for  the  purposes  in  said  act  specified  was 
read  the  first  time — 
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A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  purpose  of  granting  a  loan  to  enable 
the  proprietors  of  the  furnace  in  Orwall  to  repair  the  same  and  put  it  in 
blast  was  read — 

On  motion  to  see  whether  this  house  will  loan  colonel  [Matthew] 
Lyon  eight  hundred  pounds  upon  good  security  to  put  his  furnace  in 
blast  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  M'  [Joseph]  Hubbard  and 
were  as  follows,  viz — 


Yeas 
Messrs  Jewet 

Robinson 

Selden 

Brownson 

Hurd 

I.  Smith  (R) 

Hunt 

Lyman 

Campbell 

Bradley 

Gallup 

Greene 

Austin 

Paine 

E.  Smith 

Ward 

Knickerbacor 

McNeil 

Waters 

Stannard 

L  Allen 

E.  Allen 

Wilson 

Lothrop 

Chipman 

Jackson 

Daniels 

Hall 

Williams 

A.  Smith 

Finney 

Cooley 

Whitney 

L  Smith 

Holcomb 

Tolman 

Claghorn 

Pond 


Nays 
Messrs  Knoulton 
Bond 
Swift 
Briggs 
Chandler 
Webb 
Wheelock 
Shafter 
Hayward 
Wood 
Olds 
Henry 
Barlow 
White 
Emmerson 
Flynn 
Hubbard 
Heald 
Safford 
Rogers 
Morse 
B.  Greene 
Hatch 
Hazen 
Hawkins 
Hopkinson 
Kingsbury 
Sleeman 
West 
Dennison 
Johnson 
Gates 
Rich 
Harvey 
Chamberlain 
A.  Chamberlain 
Converse 
Churchill 
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Chittenden  ■                             Carpenter 

Hitchcock  Carr 

Fasset  Cogswell 

McConnel  Fitch 

Bostwick  Wright 

Hathaway  White  (C) 

Olin 

It  passed  in  the  Negative — 

M'  [Lemuel]  Chipman  moved  for  leave  of  absence  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session  which  was  granted 

The  house  adjourned  to  two  OClock  P.  M. 

2  O'clock     P.  M. 

The  house  met  according  to  adjournment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  directing  the  width  of  sleds  in  the  counties  of 
Windsor  and  Orange  was  returned  from  council  concurred  and  passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state — 

The  account  of  Nathan  Canfield  was  read  and  referred  lo  a  com- 
mittee ot  three  members  chosen  M""  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  M""  [Elijah] 
Paine  and  W  [John]  White  (C)— 

IVP  [Samuel]  Williams  and  M""  E.  Smith  moved  for  leave  of  absence 
which  was  granted — ■ 

A  petition  signed  by  general  Roger  Enos  was  read  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  members  chosen  M'  [Gideon]  Brownson  M'  [John] 
White  (C)  M^  [William]  Dunton  M^  [Israel]  Converse  and  AP  E.Allen— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  directing  listers  in  their  office  and  duty  and  re- 
pealing certain  acts  therein  mentioned  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent 
to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of 
amendment — 

A  petition  signed  Jonathan  Fassett  was  read  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three  members  chosen  M'  [Joshua]  Wood  M""  [Benjamin] 
Cooley  and  M''  [Seth]  Austin 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  staying  proceeding  on  a  certain  execution 
therein  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  defining 
the  powers  of  the  supreme  and  county  courts  within  this  state  was  read 
and  reterred  to  M''  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  to  make  amendments — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  making  a  grant  of  the  township  of  Bradford 
alias  Moretown  to  Israel  [Smith]  Alexander  Harvey  and  James  Whitlaw 
[Whitelaw]  esquires  a  committee  in  trust  for  the  purposes  in  said  act 
specified  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for 
revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  [s]  of  Hardwick  Glover  Barton  Brownington  Wood- 
bury Salem  and  Darby  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  a  half  penny  on 
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'each  acre  of  land  In  Lutterlock  [Albany]  in  the  county  of  Chittenden 
was  read  the  first  time 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  by  the  selectmen 
of  Newfane  reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereol  which  report  was 
accepted  therefore 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  New- 
fane  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  six  shillings  and  an  halfpenny  on  the  five 
penny  tax  granted  in  October  1790 — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Brookfield  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  re- 
pairing public  roads  and  building  bridges  was  read  and  accepted  and 
sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  pro- 
posals of  Amendment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  appointing  inspectors  of  pot  and  pearl'  ashes 
was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision 
&  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment- — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on 
each  acre  of  land  in  township  of  Randolph  for  the  purpose  of  making 
and  repairing  public  roads  and  bridges  in  said  town  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted and  sent:  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence 
or  proposals  of  amendment 

A  bill  entided  an  act  enabling  the  proprietors  of  Bethel  to  collect 
the  taxes  by  them  heretofore  voted  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to 
the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of 
Amendment — 

The  house  adjourned  co  nine  oclock  on  Monday  morning 

MONDAY  January  24'   1791 — 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

On  motion  of  Al''  [Thomas]  Johnson — 

Resolved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  the  treasury  as  to  hard  money  and  report  to  this  house  members 
chosen  AP  [Thomas]  Johnson  AP  [John]  White  (C)  &  M"-  [Elijah] 
Paine — 

Resolved  that  upon  the  representation  of  the  listers  of  the  town  of 
Manchester  they  are  hereby  directed  to  add  to  the  grand  list  of  said 
town  the  present  year  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  six  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  the  secretary  of  state  is  hereby  directed  to  notify  the 
treasurer  of  said  addition — 


I.  Inspectors  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  General  Assembly  and 
stationed  at  the  most  convenient  places.  They  were  to  inspect  all  pot  and  pearl  ashes 
offered  "for  exportation  or  otherwise,"  and  branded  with  the  name  Vermont,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  inspector.  An  inspection  of  one  shilling  per  barrel  was  to  be  paid  by 
the  owner  of  the  ashes.  This  is  one  of  the  first  Vermont  instances  of  a  product  standardized 
;by  law. — Acts  of  1787-1793,  pp.  264-265. 
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Ordered  that  the  petitioners  [petitions  from]  Addison  respecting 
county  buildings  be  taken  up  at  the  opening  of  this  house  in  the  after- 
noon— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  staying  proceedings  on  a  certain  execution 
therein  mentioned  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and 
council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  providing 
for  and  ordering  transient  idle  impotent  and  poor  persons  was  read  the 
first  time — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  dividing  this  state  into  districts  for  electing 
representatives  in  congress  was  read  the  first  time — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  repealing  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  dividing 
Windsor  county  into  half  shires  was  returned  from  council  with  Amend- 
ments which  bill  and  amendments  were  read  and  accepted  and  passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  purpose  of  granting  a  loan  to  enable  the 
proprietors  of  the  furnace  in  Orwell  to  repair  the  same  and  put  it  blast 
was  read  and  dismissed — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Morristown  and  Stow  for  the  purpose  of  making 
road  &c  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council 
for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  townships  Harwick,  [Hardwick]  Glover,  Barton,  Browning- 
ton,  Woodbury,  Salem  and  Darby  [Derby]  in  the  county  of  Orange'  and 
a  half  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  township  of  Lutterlock  [Albany] 
in  the  county  of  Chittenden  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the 
governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of 
Amendment- — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  suspend  the  operation  of  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  compel  the  fulfilment  of  contracts  according  to  the  intent  of  the 
parties  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for 
revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  act  entitled 
an  act  relating  to  estates  that  have  been  confiscated  by  the  authority 
of  this  state  was  read  the  first  time — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Hydespark  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c. 
was  read  the  first  time — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Jacob  Davis  report 


I.  Orange  County  as  originally  laid  out  extended  from  the  northern  boundary  of 
Windsor  County  to  the  Canadian  border.  It  extended  west  to  the  western  lines  of  the 
towns  of  Hancock,  Kingston  (Granville),  Warren,  Waitsfield,  Moretown,  Middlesex,, 
Worcester,  Elmore,  Wolcott,  Minden  (Craftsbury),  Lutterloh  (Albany),  Irasburgh,  Cov- 
entry and  Salem.  Caledonia,  Orleans  and  Essex  Counties  were  organized  Nov.  5,  1792. — 
See  map,  vol.  i,  State  Papers  of  Vermont;  Thompson's  Vermont,  part  3,  pp.  43,  68-69,  ^""^ 
133. 
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that  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  surveyor  general  ought  to 
ascertain  what  quantity  of  land  is  cut  off  from  the  township  of  Salem 
by  the  charter  of  Darby  [Derby]  and  that  the  proprietors  of  Salem  have 
refunded  to  them  such  proportion  of  their  granting  fees  and  interest  as 
it  shall  appear  they  lose  by  having  their  lands  thus  cut  off  which  report 
was  read  and  accepted  with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of 
Darby  [Derby]  reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was 
read  and  accepted  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  new  trial  in  a  cause  triedj^before 
the  supreme  court  at  Addison  in  the  county  of  Addison  on  the  second 
thursday  of  August  1789  wherein  Samuel  Benton  was  plaintiff  and 
Stillman  Foot  defendant  was  read  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and 
council  for  revision  and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

On  motion  of  M''  [John]  White  (C)  to  see  whether  this  house  will 
add  another  commissioner  to  those  appointed  to  go  to  congress  ^it 
passed  in  the  negative 

The  committee  on  the  account  of  Nath  Canfield  reported  in  favor  of 
the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  read  and  accepted  with  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill 

The  memorial  of  Ira  Allen  relative  to  a  colledge'  was  referred  to  the 
next  session  of  assembly 

The  house  adjourned  to  two  O  clock  P.  M. — 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — ■ 

The  house  took  under  consideration  the  petition  from  the  representa- 
tives of  Addison  county  referred  from  Castleton  when  on  motion  of  M"" 
[Jabez  G.]  Fitch  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  referred  to  the 
next  session  of  Assembly — 

A  bill  appointing  certain  Judges  therein  mentioned  was  read  the 
first  time — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  pay 
Nathan  Canfield  esq""  eleven  pounds  seventeen  shillings  for  servises 
rendered  the  state  bv  himself  and  others  in  detecting  and  securing  a 
number  of  delinquents  and  their  property  in  February,  1788  and  that 
he  be  accountable  to  the  associates  who  were  engaged  in  said  business 
and  lodge  a  copy  of  this  with  the  auditor  of  accounts — 

The  house  took  under  consideration  Joseph  Marsh's  claim  for  a 
grant  of  land  and  dismissed  the  same — 

The  house  took  up  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
settle  accounts  with  the  late  surveyor  general  so  far  as  that  report  re- 
lates to  the  ballance  due  to  the  said  surveyor  general  when  M""  I.  Allen 
moved  that  the  legislature  would  adopt  some  equitable  mode  for  a  final 
settlement  of  all  his  accounts  with  the  state  upon  which  M"^  [Gardner] 


I.  The  November  session  (Nov.  2,  1791)  granted  a  charter  to  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, Ira  Allen  being  the  most  active  in  support  of  this  project. — See  Wilbur's  Life  of  Ira 
Allen,  vol.  2,  pp.  9-12. 
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Chandler  M""  [Arad]  Hunt  and  M"^  [Joshua]  Hazen  were  appointed  to 
nominate  a  committee  of  five  to  report  to  this  legislature  there  al  de- 
mands M""  Allen  has  against  this  state  and  the  mode  of  payment  which 
ought  to  be  paid  to  him — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  stay  the 
extent  against  the  several  collectors  in  this  state  for  the  five  penny  tax 
granted  on  the  list  of  the  year  1790  until  the  first  day  of  June  next — 

Resolved  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  issue  a  commission  under  the  seal  of  this  state  to  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  repair  to  the  congress  of  the  united  states  for  the 
purpose  mentioned  in  the  act  appointing  said  commissioners — 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  act  entitled 
an  act  for  summoning  Juries  and  directing  grand  jurors  in  their  duty  was 
read — 

The  governor  and  council  sent  the  resignation  of  the  honorable 
Noah  Smith,  as  a  Judge  of  the  supreme  court  which  resignation  the 
governor  has  accepted — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  signed  Jonathan  Fassett 
reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted with  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  from  Brumley  [Peru] 
reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  thereof  which  report  was  not  accepted 
and  the  petition  dismissed — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  new  trial  in  a  cause  therein  men- 
tioned was  read  the  first  time — 

M""  [Eli]  Cogswell  moved  for  leave  of  absence  which  was  granted — 

Resolved,  that  the  reverend  M''  Samuel  Shuttleworth  be  requested 
to  preach  the  next  election  sermon  and  that  M""  [Berias]  Greene  be  re- 
quested to  notify  him  thereof — 

Resolved,  that  his  excellency  and  council  be  requested  to  join  this 
house  in  grand  committee  to  morrow  two  o  clock  afternoon  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  an  assistant  Judge  of  the  supreme  court — 

The  house  adjourned  to  nine  o  clock  to  morrow  morning — 

TUESDAY  Janv  is'""  1791— 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  appointing  two  Judges  in  the  county  of  Orange 
in  certain  causes  therein  mentioned  was  read  the  first  time — 

On  motion, 

Ordered  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Darby  [Derby] 
members  chosen  M'  [Oliver]  Gallup  M'  [Arad]  Hunt  and  M""  [Martin] 
Chittenden — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  staying  proceedings  on  a  certain  execution 
therein  mentioned  was  returned  from  council  concurred  the  council 
viewing  the  right  of  granting  new  trials  to  be  vested  in  the  supreme 
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Judiciary  department;  they  also  are  of  opinion  that  by  the  4""  and  6''' 
section  of  the  constitution  the  legislature  have  not  a  constitutional  right 
to  suspend  the  Judgement  of  a  Judicial  court  which  was  read  and  the 
house  acquiesced  in  the  opinion  of  the  council — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  dividing  this  state  into  districts  for  electing 
representatives  in  congress  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  govern- 
or and  council  for  revision  and  concurrance  or  proposals  of  Amend- 
ment— 

The  auditor  of  accounts  referred  to  this  house  an  account  of  Daniel 
Brock  Esquire  requesting  directions  respecting  the  same  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  Messrs  [Samuel]  Hitchcock  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley 
and  I.  Smith — 

The  committee  appointed  to  assess  granting  fees  reported  that 
the  legislature  of  Vermont  on  the  fifth  day  of  March,  1787  made  a  grant 
to  John  Kelly'  of  sixty  nine  thousand  and  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
lying  in  the  tract  commonly  called  Kellysburgh  and  that  3900  acres  of 
said  grant  was  made  absolute  free  of  fees  to  the  said  Kelly  on  the  re- 
maining 30000  acres  considering  the  situation  and  quality  of  said  land 
and  other  attending  circumstances  the  committee  assessed  the  fees  at 
nine  pounds  lawful  money  for  every  1000  acres  including  the  usual 
allowance  for  highways  the  committee  further  finds  in  said  tract  of  land 
called  Kellysburgh  after  first  taking  out  the  said  69100  acres  granted  to 
M^  Kelly  there  will  still  remain  10118  acres  on  every  1000  acres  of  that 
so  remaining  the  committee  assess  nine  pounds  lawful  money  let  it  be 
granted  to  whom  it  may — 

The  committee  further  reported  that  they  examined  into  the  claims 
of  Samuel  Avery*  and  are  convinced  that  his  losses  and  suff'erings  de- 
mand the  attention  of  the  legislature  under  every  view  that  the  com- 
mittee can  consider  it  tho'  they  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  interest 
of  the  state  in  duty  they  feel  themselves  bound  to  report  that  M''  Avery 
have  the  three  following  gores  which  are  very  broken  land  free  from  all 
fees  to  wit  a  gore  lying  east  of  Kingston  [Granville]  containing  8744 
acres  also  a  gore^  lying  northeasterly  of  Hopkins'  gore  containing  3936 
acres  also  a  gore  lying  west  of  Lewis  of  10685  acres — [Avery's  Gore, 
Essex  County] 

The  committee  further  report  that  they  have  assessed  the  granting 
fees  on  a  tract  of  land  lying  west  of  Duncansborough  [Newport]  of  23040 
acres  at  thirty  pounds  on  every  1000  acres — 

They  further  report  that  M""  Kelly  [may  have]  till  the  ninth  day 
of  the  next  session  of  the  legislature  to  pay  his  fees  on  the  land  granted 

1.  For  notes  on  John  Kelly  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol  i,  pp.  90-91;  vol.  3, 
p.  303;  State  Papers  of  New  Hampshire,  vol.  26,  pp.  676-677. 

2.  For  notes  on  Samuel  Avery  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol,  3,  part  i,  p.  202; 
New  Hampshire  State  Papers,vol.  26,  pp.  61 7-626. 

3.  This  appears  to  be  the  tract  known  as  Pearsall's  Gore,  and  in  some  way  became  a 
part  of  the  lands  granted  to  Samuel  Avery.  — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  156- 
157,  334  and  p.  274  of  this  Journal.  The  charter  reserved  to  the  State  "all  gold  and  silver 
mines." 
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to  him  and  if  not  paid  to  the  treasurer  on  or  before  that  day  the  land 
be  free  to  grant  to  any  other  person  whatever — 

signed 

Gideon  Orsby,   [Ormsby]  for  committee — 

The  above  report  was  read  and  accepted — 

The  council  returned  the  bill  entitled  an  act  making  a  grant  of  the 
township  of  Bradford  alias  Moretown  to  Israel  Smith  Alexander  Harvey 
and  James  VVhitlaw  [Whitelaw]  Esquires  a  committee  in  trust  for  the 
purposes  in  said  act  specified  with  an  amendment  which  was  read  and 
accepted  and  the  bill  with  amendment  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  act  entitled 
an  act  relating  to  estates  that  have  been  confiscated  by  the  authority  of 
this  state  was  read  the  second  time  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council 
for  revision  and  concurrence — 

Resolved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  assess  the 
granting  fees  on  thirty  five  rights  in  Carthage  [Jay]  and  other  lands 
where  the  granting  fees  have  not  been  assessed  or  paid —  members 
chosen  M^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  M^  [Gideon]  Ormsby  and  M'  [Lemuel] 
Chipman — • 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  general  [Roger] 
Enos  made  their  report  which  report  was  read  and  accepted  and  after 
some  debate — 

Ordered  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition 

The  house  adjourned  until  2  O'Clock  P.  M. 

2  O'clock,  P.  M. 

Resolved  that  a  committee  consisting  of  one  member  from  each 
county  be  appointed  to  receive  the  debenture  of  the  treasurer  and  pay 
the  same  to  the  several  members — members  chosen  messrs  [Gideon] 
Brownson,  [Lemuel]  Chipman,  [Jabez  G.]  Fitch,  [Jotham]  White, 
[Gardner]  Chandler,  [Benjamin]  Greene  and  [Alexander]  Harvey — 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  governor  and  council  and 
house  of  representatives  joined  in  grand  committee  to  elect  a  judge  of 
the  supreme  court  in  the  place  of  the  honorable  Noah  Smith,  resigned — 

his  excellency  in  the  chair, 

ROSWELL    HOPKINS       Clerk, 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  a  side  [assistant]  Judge  of  the  supreme 
court,  the  honorable  Nathaniel  Niles,  was  elected — 

John  Savage  and  Benjamin  Marvin  of  Alburgh  in  Chittenden 
county  were  elected  Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  county  the  remainder 
of  the  year — 

The  committee  then  dissolved — 

ROSWELL  HOPKINS  Clerk— 
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The  house  then  formed  and  proceeded  to  business — ■ 
The  bill  entitled  an  act  appointing  certain  Judges   therein  men- 
tioned was  read  the  second  time  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and 
council  for  revision  and  concurrence — 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  pro- 
viding for  and  ordering  transient  idle  impotent  and  poor  persons  was 
read  and  the  question  being  put  whether  the  same  should  be  accepted 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  were  as  follows  viz 


Yeas 

Nays 

Messrs  Wood 

Messrs  McConnel 

Gates 

Bradley 

Hathaway 

Todd 

Greene 

Wood  worth 

Wheelock 

White 

Mc  Neil 

Lyman 

Emmerson 

I.  Allen 

Shafter 

Hubbard 

E.  Allen 

Olds 

Heald 

Jewet 

Henry 

Safford 

Robinson 

Barlow 

Rogers 

Selden 

Gallup 

Morse 

Hurd 

Churchill 

Johnson 

Dunton 

Wilson 

Austin 

I.  Smith 

Jenkins 

Paine 

Bond 

Lothrop 

W.  Chamberlain 

Swift 

Marvin 

Converse 

Painter 

Carr 

Chipman 

Holcomb 

Rich 

Jackson 

Tolmon 

Harvey 

Carpenter 

Wright 

A.  Chamberlain 

A.  Smith 

Claghorn 

Witcher 

Whitney 

Tuller 

Ward 

Foot 

Flynn 

Daniels 

Barnum 

B.  Greene 

Hall 

Hitchcock 

Hazen 

Cooley 

Bostwick 

Hawkins 

Finney 

Knickerbaccor 

Morey 

Thompson 

Waters 

Kingsbury 

J.  Smith 

Stannard 

Hopkinson 

Wheelock 

Sleeman 

Pond 

West 

Fassett 
White 

It  passed  in  the  negative  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  next 
session — 

The  governor  gave  information,  that  he  has  divided  the  first  di- 
vision in  two  divisions  &C.  and  proposing  that  the  governor  and  council 
should  join  this  house  in  grand  committee  to  choose  a  major  general  and 
brigadier  general — 
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Ordered  that  to  morrow  morning  be  assigned  for  that  purpose — 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  general 
Allen's  accounts  made  their  report;  which  being  read — 

Resolved  that  AP  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  M'  I.  Smith  and  AP  [Samuel] 
Hitchcock  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  bill  for  appointing  commissioners 
to  settle  all  accounts  between  this  state  and  general  [Ira]  Allen — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Hydepark  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c. 
was  read  the  second  time  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  re- 
vision and  concurrence — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  freeing  the  body  of  Nathaniel  Gove  from 
arrest  and  imprisionment  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till 
to  morrow  morning — 

The  committee  on  the  account  of  Daniel  Buck  esq.  reported  that 
M"^  Buck  have  allowed  him  three  pounds  for  attorney  fees  and  that  the 
account  be  sent  back  to  the  auditor  of  accounts  and  he  directed  to  draw 
an  order  on  the  treasurer  for  that  sum  and  no  more  which  was  read  and 
accepted  and  referred  accordingly— 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  new  trial  on  a  cause  therein  men- 
tioned was  read  the  second  time  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and 
council  for  revision  and  concurrence — 

The  council  returned  the  following  bills  concurred,  viz — 

An  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town- 
ship of  Brookfield  for  the  purpose  making  and  repairing  public  and 
building  bridges — 

An  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  half  penny  on  each  acre  of  land 
in  the  township  of  Randolph — 

An  act  to  suspend  the  operation  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  compel 
the  fulfilment  of  contracts  according  to  the  intent  of  the  parties — 

An  act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  relating 
to  estates  that  have  been  confiscated  by  the  authority  of  this  state — 

An  act  granting  a  new  trial  in  a  cause  tried  before  the  supreme 
court  at  Addison  in  the  county  of  Addison  on  the  second  tuesday  of 
august  1789  wherein  Samuel  Benton  was  plaintiff  and  Stillman  Foot 
Defendant — 

An  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town- 
ship of  Morristown  and  Stow  which  were  read  and  passed  into  laws  of 
this  state — 

The  committee  appointed  to  see  what  hard  money  is  in  the  treas- 
urer made  report  which  was  read  whereupon — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  each 
member  of  the  assembly  made  up  in  the  debenture  seven  dollars  in  hard 
money — 

The  house  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow  morning — 
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WEDNESDAY  Jany  26^*^  1791— 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  governor  and  council  joined 
the  house  of  representatives  in  grand  committee  to  elect  a  major  general 
of  the  first  division  ot  the  militia  of  this  state  and  a  brigadier  general 
of  the  eighth  brigade — 

his  Excellency  in  the  chair — 

ROSWELL  HOPKINS  Clerk- 
General  Samuel  Fletcher  was  elected  major  general  of  the  first 
division — 

Voted  that  the  members  belonging  to  the  second  and  eighth  brig- 
ades nominate  a  brigadier  general  for  each  Brigade  and  report  to  this 
committee  at  two  oClock  afternoon — 

The  committee  adjourned  until  two  oclock  P.  M. — 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  free  from  arrests  in  civil  causes  the  body  of 
Jonathan  Fassett  was  read  the  first  time — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  Darby  [Derby]  and  Salem  report 
that  they  find  that  Jacob  Davis  paid  for  the  grant  of  Salem  £650  on  the 
28*^  day  of  September  1781;  and  that  the  grant  was  to  contain  six 
miles  square  and  that  Darby  [Derby]  contains  5710;  acres  of  said  grant 
we  therefore  find  that  the  said  Davis  in  Justice  ought  to  receive  £161.1  9 
and  the  interest  for  the  land  so  deducted  from  said  grant  which  report 
was  read — 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  John  Jay  esq.  was 
read 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  declaring  Stephen  R.  Bradley  a  senator  of  the 
second  congress  was  read  the  first  time — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of 
land  in  the  townships  of  Hardwick,  Glover,  Barton,  Brownington 
Woodbury  Salem  and  Darby  [Derby]  in  the  county  of  Orange  and  a  half 
penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  township  of  Lutterlock  [Albany]  in 
the  county  of  Chittenden  was  returned  from  council  concurred  with 
certain  amendments  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  house — 

A  bill  entitled  An  act  enabling  the  proprietors  of  Bethel  to  collect 
the  taxes  by  them  heretofore  voted  was  returned  from  council  con- 
curred— 

An  act  appointing  additional  Judges  to  the  supreme  court  in  Wind- 
ham county  was  returned  from  council  concurred — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  appointing  inspectors  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes 
was  returned  from  council  concurred — 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Stephen  Clark  was 
read  and  not  accepted  and  the  petition  dismissed — 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Simon  Francis  was 
read  and  accepted — 
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An  Act  appointing  commissioners  to  complete  a  full  and  final 
settlement  of  all  accounts  between  this  state  and  Ira  Allen,  Esq.  and  to 
determine  the  claim  or  claims  which  the  said  Allen  may  have  to  any 
lands  in  the  state  that  are  not  chartered,  was  read, 

Resolved,  that  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed 
to  pay  to  Simon  Francis,  collector  for  the  town  of  Wells,  for  the  year 
1788  and  1789,  the  sum  of  fourteen  pounds  seven  shillings,  in  hard 
money  orders,  said  sum  being  over  charged  to  the  town  of  Wells  for  the 
state  taxes  of  said  years. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Jonas  Fay,  was  read, 
and  not  accepted,  and  the  petition  dismissed — 

The  house  adjourned  to  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

2  O'clock  P.  M. 

The  house  met  according  to  adjournment 

Resolved,  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  issue  a  grant  of  the  gore  of  land  lying  northeasterly  of  Hop- 
kins' gore  on  the  desire  of  Samuel  Avery,  to  whom  said  gore  is  granted, 
to  Thomas  Pearsal  of  the  city  of  Newyork — 

Resolved  that  the  memorial  of  the  honorable  John  Jay,  with  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  thereon,  remain  until  next  session;  and  that  in 
the  meantime  the  said  John  Jay  have  liberty  to  locate  the  same  quantity 
of  land  or  lands,  not  granted  or  located  in  this  state — the  grand  com- 
mittee met  according  to  adjournment — 

The  members  of  the  first  brigade  of  the  first  division  nominated 
colonel  Arad  Hunt  when  he  was  elected  brigadier  general  of  the  second 
brigade  of  the  militia  of  this  State — 

The  honorable  S.  R.  Bradley  was  elected  brigadier  general  of  the 
eighth  brigade — 

The  committee  then  dissolved 

Attest,  ROSWELL  HOPKINS,  clerk— 

The  bill  entitled,  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  due  observa- 
tion of  the  sabbath  or  lords  day,  was  sent  from  council,  with  proposals 
that  the  same  might  be  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state,  the  question  being 
put,  whether  the  said  bill  should  pass  into  a  law  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  for,  and  were  as  follows  viz. 

Yeas  Nays 
Messrs  Robinson                                     Messrs  Jewet 

Seldon  Hurd 

Ormsby  I.  Smith 

Brownson  Knoulton 

Todd  Chandler 

Swift  Hunt 
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Briggs 
Webb 
Wheelock 
Shafter 
Wood 
Bradley- 
Barlow 
Tuller 
Emmerson 
Flynn 
Hubbard 
S  afford 
Morse 
B.  Greene 
Hatch 
Hazen 
Pond 
Dunton 
Hawkins 
Kingsbury- 
Austin 
Rich 
Harvey 

A.  Chamberlain 
Converse 
Witcher 
Churchill 
Ward 
Wilson 
Lothrop 
Jackson 
Daniels 
Hall 
Cooley 
Foot 
J.  Smith 
Holcomb 
Tolman 
Wright 
Wheelock 
Fassett 


Hayward 

Olds 

Henry 

Gallup 

Greene 

White 

Heald 

Rogers 

Morey 

Hopkinson 

Sleeman 

West 

Johnson 

Paine 

W.  Chamberlain 

Stannard 

I.  Allen 

Jenkins 

Chipman 

Carpenter 

Marvin 

Carr 

A.  Smith 

Finney 

Thompson 

Whitney 

Fitch 

Barnum 

Claghorn 

Chittenden 

Hitchcock 

White 

Bostwick 

Hathaway 

Woodworth 

Knickerbaccor 

McNeil 

Waters 

E.  Allen 


It  passed  in    the  affirmative 

The  committee  on  the  petition  from  Shaftsbury,  praying  for  a  troop, 
reported,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far  granted  that  in  case 
General  Walbridge  and  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  consent,  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  raise  a  company  on  the  same  footing  of  the 
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company  of  horse  in  Pownal;  which  was  read,  and  accepted,  and  leave 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  restoring  John  Kelly  to  his  law  in  a  certain 
cause  therein  mentioned,  was  returned  with  amendments,  which  were 
concurred  with,  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

Resolved  that  Thoma  [s]  Pearsal'  be  allowed  seven  years  from  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  to  make  settlement  on  the  gore  granted  him  by 
this  government' — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  in  alteration  of  an  act  regulating  the  office  and 
duty  of  sheriffs  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  protect  Josiah  Sawyer  from  arrests  on 
civil  process,  for  one  year,  was  passed  into  a  law — 

The  bill  entitled,  an  act  dividing  the  town  of  Williston  and  part  of 
the  town  of  Burlington  into  two  seperate  eclesiastical  societies  was  read 
the  second  time  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for 
revision  and  concurrence — 

M"'  [Ebenezer]  Wilson  and  M''  [Benjamin]  Holcomb  requested  leave 
of  absence  during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  which  was  granted 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  directing  listers  in  their  office  and  duty,  and 
repealing  certain  acts  therein  mentioned,  was  returned  from  council 
with  proposals  of  amendment,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state — 

Resolved,  that  the  petition  of  Nathan  Fisk  be  referred  to  the  next 
session,  and  that  he  notify  his  creditors  to  appear  at  the  next  session  of 
the  general  Assembly  at  Windsor,  in  October  next  by  publishing  this 
resolution  three  weeks  successively  in  the  Vermont  Gazette  and  Ver- 
mont Journal,  at  least  three  months  before  the  next  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, to  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  he  should  not  be  liberated 
from  prison  on  delivering  up  and  assigning  over  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors  bona  fida,  all  his  estate  real  and  personal. — 

Colonel  Davis'  petition  referred  to  the  next  session. — 

The  council  returned  the  bill  entitled,  an  act  enabling  the  prop- 
rietors of  Hinesburgh  to  call  a  proprietors  meeting,  for  amending  re- 
cords, &c.  nonconcurred — 

Ordered,  that  the  vote  for  accepting  said  bill,  be  and  hereby  is  re- 
considered— • 

The  council  returned  the  following  bill  concurred,  viz. — 

An  act  dividing  the  town  of  Williston  and  part  of  Burlington  into 
two  societies. 

An  Act  granting  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the 


I.  A  tract  of  3,936  acres,  known  as  Pearsall's  Gore,  was  granted  Jan.  27,  1791,  to 
Thomas  Pearsall,  a  merchant  of  New  York  City.  This  tract  was  intended  to  be  a  part  of 
the  large  land  grant  made  to  Samuel  Avery,  and  for  some  reason  this  portion  was  char- 
tered to  Pearsall.  This  gore  was  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Bradleyvale  in  1803,  but  was 
never  organized,  and  in  1856  it  was  annexed  to  the  towns  of  Concord  and  Victory. — State 
Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  156,  254,  259,  334. 
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township  of  Hydespark  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  &c.  which  were 
passed  into  laws  of  this  state. — 

The  house  adjourned  to  8  o'clock  to  morrow  morning 

THURSDAY,  January  27'*^— 

The  house  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — 

A  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  free  from  arrests  in  civil  causes  the  body 
of  Jonathan  Fassett,  &c.  was  read  the  second  time,  and  sent  to  the 
governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  unto 
Richard  Hurd,  Esq''  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  hard  money  orders,  said 
sum  being  a  mistake  in  the  debenture 

The  honorable  Nathaniel  Niles  apeared  in  the  house  and  informed 
the  house  that  he  declined  accepting  the  appointment  of  a  Judge  of  the 
supreme  court. 

Thereupon,  Ordered^  that  M''  [Jonathan]  Robinson  wait  on  the 
governor  and  council  and  request  them  to  Join  the  house  to  elect  a  judge 
of  the  supreme  court. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  elect  inspectors  of  pot  and  pearl 
ashes,  when  Luther  Stone,  Esq.  for  the  county  Bennington,  John  Burn- 
ham  Esq.  for  Rutland  County  AP  Jabez  G.  Fitch,  for  Addison  county 
Orange  Smith  Esq.  for  the  county  of  Chittenden,  Gardiner  Chandler,  for 
Windham  County,  Nathaniel  Leonard  Esq.  for  Windsor  county  and  col. 
William  Wallace  for  Orange  County  were  appointed  inspectors  of  pot 
and  pearl  ashes. — 

The  governor  and  council  joined  the  house  in  grand  committee  to 
elect  a  Judge  of  the  supreme  court. — 

his  Excellency  in  the  chair — ■ 

ROSWELL  HOPKINS  clerk— 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  a  side  Judge  of  the  supreme  court — 
The  honorable  Elijah  Paine  was  elected — 
The  committee  then  dissolved — 

Attest, 

ROSWELL  HOPKINS,  Clerk 

The  house  then  formed,  and  proceeded  to  business 
A  bill  entitled,  An  Act  dividing  this  state  into  districts,  for  electing 
representatives  in  congress  was  returned  from  council,  with   amend- 
ments which  amendments  were  read,  and  agreed  to,  and  passed  into  a 
law  of  this  state 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  Gideon  Brownson, 
the  sum  of  twenty  one  pounds  silver  or  gold  and  the  sum  of  forty  pounds 
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eleven  shillings  and  eight  pence,  hard  money  orders  it  being  the  debenture 
of  Bennington  County — 

Also  that  he  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  Nine  pounds  eighteen  shillings 
in  silver  or  gold  and  seventy  two  pounds  seven  shillings  and  four  pence 
hard  money  orders,  to  Lemuel  Chipman,  it  being  the  debenture  of  the 
members  of  Rutland  County — 

Also  that  he  pay  to  Jabez  G.  Fitch  the  sum  of  twenty  seven  pounds 
six  shillings,  silver  or  gold  and  sixty  three  pounds  seventeen  shillings 
hard  money  orders  it  being  the  debenture  of  the  members  of  Addison 
county 

Also  that  he  pay  to  John  White,  the  sum  of  thirty  one  pounds  ten 
shillings  silver  or  gold,  and  seventy  six  pounds  nine  shilling  and  eight 
pence  hard  money  orders,  it  being  the  debenture  of  the  members  of 
Chittenden 

Also  that  he  pay  to  Gardiner  Chandler  the  sum  of  thirty  three 
pounds  twelve  shillings  gold  or  silver,  and  the  sum  of  fifty  nine  pounds 
seventeen  shillings  and  four  pence  hard  money  orders,  it  being  the  de- 
benture of  the  members  of  Windham  County — 

Also  that  he  pay  to  Benjamin  Greene  thirty  five  pounds  fourteen 
shillings  silver  or  gold  and  eighty  pounds  one  shilling  and  eight  pence 
hard  money  orders,  it  being  the  debenture  of  the  members  of  Windsor 
County — 

Also  that  he  pay  Alexander  Harvey  thirty  three  pounds  twelve 
shilling  silver  or  gold  and  ninety  one  pound  twelve  shillings,  hard  money 
orders  it  being  the  debenture  of  the  members  of  Orange  county — 

Also  that  he  pay  the  reverend  M''  Job  Swift  five  pounds  two  shillings 

To  M"^  Elisha  Clark,  seven  pounds — 

To  M""  Roswell  Hopkins,  twelve  pounds  fourteen  shilling  &  8  pence 

To  M''  Lewis  R.  Morris  twelve  pound  one  shilling — 

To  M''  Moses  Robinson,  sheriff  five  pounds  eight  shillings' — 

To  M"'  Elijah  Hollister  four  pounds  ten  shillings — 

Each  of  the  six  last  mentioned  persons  to  be  paid  forty  two  shilling 
in  silver  or  gold,  out  of  the  above  sums. 

Also  that  he  pay  each  person  made  up  in  the  debenture  of  council, 
forty  two  shillings  in  silver  or  gold,  out  of  their  debenture — 

Also  that  he  pay  Stephen  Jacob,  Esq.  an  order  already  drawn  on 
him  for  hard  money 

It  is  turther  resolved,  that  after  the  treasurer  has  paid  the  sums  of 
hard  money  before  mentioned  he  be  directed  to  pay  governor  Chitten- 
den nine  pounds  in  gold  or  silver,  towards  his  sallary  for  the  present 
year;  and  to  receive  out  of  the  treasury  towards  his  own  sallary  nine 
pound  in  hard  money — 

A  Bill  entitled,  an  act  freeing  the  body  of  Nathaniel  Gove  from 
arrest  and  imprisonment  was  read,  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  govern- 
or and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  Amendment 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  appointing  commissioners  to  complete  a  full 
and  final  settlement  of  all  accounts  between  this  state  and  Ira  Allen, 
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Esquire,  and  to  determine  the  claim  or  claims  which  the  said  Allen  may 
have  to  any  land  or  lands  in  the  state  that  are  not  chartered,  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  next  session  of  assembly  to  be  taken  up  on  the  fifth 
day  of  the  session  with  general  Allen's  accounts,  &c. — 

Resolved  that  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Orange  be  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  suspend  the  collection  of  twelve  pounds  four  shillings  on  the 
surveyor  general's  tax  on  the  township  of  Navy,  until  the  next  session 
of  this  assembly — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  receive  an 
order  of  twenty  pounds  three  shillings  and  eight  pence,  which  was  given 
to  Abel  Thompson  Esq''  for  and  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  Ripton,  to- 
wards the  granting  fees  that  Ebenezer  Strong  has  to  pay — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  appointing  two  Judges  in  the  county  [of] 
Orange  in  certain  causes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time 
and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  con- 
currence or  proposals  of  Amendment — 

Resolved  that  the  treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  pay 
Simeon  Hathaway,  Jun.  the  sum  of  six  pound  six  shillings,  for  fire  wood 
candles  &c.  furnished  the  convention  and  assembly  the  present  session — 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  repealing  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  re- 
gulating the  militia  of  this  state  passed  Ocf  24' *"  1788.  and  pointing  out 
the  duty  of  the  several  major  generals  in  this  state  was  returned  from 
council,  with  a  proposal  that  the  same  might  be  passed  into  a  law,  which 
being  read,  was  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  free  from  arrests  in  civil  causes  the  body  of 
Jonathan  Fasset  &c.  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and  passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state — 

A  bill  entitled.  An  Act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  for  summoning  Juries,  and  directing  Grand  Jurors  in  their 
duty,  was  read  and  accepted  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council  for  re- 
vision and  concurrence  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

The  council  returned  the  bill  appointing  two  Judges  in  the  county 
court  in  Orange  county,  proposing  that  the  house  would  rescind  their 
vote  in  accepting  said  bill  therefore — 

Resolved,  that  this  house  rescind  the  vote  for  accepting  said  bill — 

Ordered,  that  the  petition,  report  and  bill,  now  before  the  house 
respecting  Leicester  and  Salisbury,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of 
assembly,  in  the  same  state  they  now  are  in — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  in  alteration  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  regulat- 
ing the  office  and  duty  of  sheriffs,  was  read,  and  accepted,  and  sent  to 
the  governor  and  council  for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of 
amendment — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  directing  collectors  of  land  taxes  in  their  office 
and  duty  was  read,  and  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  council 
for  revision  and  concurrence,  or  proposals  of  amendment — 

Resolved,  that  the  twenty  shillings  fee,  for  filing  the  petitions  of 
Jacob  Davis,  and  Timothy  Hinman  be  relinquished 
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A  bill  entitled,  an  act  freeing  the  body  of  Nathaniel  Gove  from 
arrest  and  imprisonment  was  returned  from  council  concurred  and  passed 
into  a  law  of  this  state — ■ 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  directing  collectors  of  land  taxes  in  their 
office  and  duty  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and  passed  into  a 
law  of  this  state — ■ 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  for  summoning  juries,  and  directing  grand  jurors  in  their 
duty  was  returned  from  council  concurred,  and  passed  into  a  law  of  this 
state — 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  in  alteration  of  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  re- 
gulating the  office  and  duty  of  sheriffs,  was  returned  from  council  con- 
curred and  passed  into  a  law  of  this  state — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Elnathan 
Marvin  made  their  report,  which  was  read  and  accepted — 

Resolved,  that  all  matters  now  pending  before  this  assembly  un- 
finished be  referred  to  the  next  session — 

Adjourned  without  day- 
Attest 

LEWIS  R.  MORRIS,  Clerk— 
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Coos  road,  location  of 9S 

Copper  coin  not  legal  tender 20 

Corinth 20,  28,  49,  S3,   125,   126,  135 

Cornwall 78.   79,   80,   82,   83,   88,   94, 

99,  103,  183,  192,  193,  226,  228, 

234 

Mr 114 

Joseph 112 

Costs,  payment  of 161 
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districts 73,    74,    79,    264 

County,  buildings  in  Addison  County .  .  206, 

264, 265 

Bennington  county 225 

Rutland  county.  .  107,    no,    204, 
212 

Windham  county 28 

Windsor  county 239 

courts.  ...  13,  21,  24,  27,  39,  48,  51, 

84,  98,   106,   143,    149,    156,    159, 

160,  161,  174,  176,  182,  186,  189, 

202,  203,  216,  217,  236,  244,  249, 

250 

powers  of .  . .  .90,    203,    204,    206, 

210,  214,  255,  262 

return  of  processes  to.  ...  28,      51 

lines  changed.  ...  13,  17,  27,  39,  78, 

82 

officers,  election  of.  .  .  .9,  18,  19,  25, 

30,  40,  41,  71,  73,  74,  75,  76,  83, 

84,  125,  131,  132,  133,  134,  161, 

192,     194,     19s,     196,     197 

tax.... 56,  61,   86,    107,    no,   203, 

204,  211,  214,  217,  219,  235,  244 

Court,  cases  continued  to  next  session. ..  108 

house  in  Bennington  county.  . .  .225 

in  Windham  count)' 28 

of    Chancery,    annexed    to    Judges 
of  Supreme  Court.  . .  .71,  98,  105 

of  confiscation 81,    98 

Courts,    suspension    of    judgments    of 

denied 267 

Cousins,  Joshua 125,       205 

Coventry 164,     173 

Cowles,  Mr.  .  .  .  12,  25,  29,  39,  40,  43,  57 

Timothy 4,  75,    134,    196 

Cox,  Mr.  ...  12,  25,  29,  39,  40,  43,  52,  57 


Cox,  Cont.,  Benjamin   4,    25 

Charles 72 

Crafts,  Ebenezer 80 

Samuel  C 80 

Craftsbury 192,  210 

{See  also  Minden) 

Crary,  Ezra 18,  75,  131,  195 

Joseph 17 

Credentials  of  members  objected  to.  .5.  6, 
67,  69,  118,  225 
Criminal  cases,      bonds  and  recogniz- 
ances   206 

Crosby,  Samuel 184 

Cross,  Mr 142,  150,  157,  158,  169,  172 

James uS 

Cumberland  county 27,   98 

Currency,  paper 33 

Currier,  David 183 

Curtis,  Ebenezer 242,  259 

Cutler,  Mr 142,  150,  169 

B 142,  156,  162 

Benoni 118,   134,   165 

S 138,  149,  156,  158,  162 

Samuel 117 

Dana,  John  W 25,    84,    133,    196 

Danby 70,  95,  148,  188,  191,  217 

Dakins,  Preserved 235 

Daniels,  Mr.  .  .  .12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  57,  68, 

69,  82,   100,   loi,  202,  203,  208, 

209,  240,  248,  252,  260,  261,  269, 

273 

Nathan 3,  66,  179 

Danville 35,  77,   106,   107,   no,   124 

Darrow,  Samuel 197 

Dartmouth  College 77,    152 

trustees  of,  land  grants  to 59 

Davis,  Benjamin 47,      88 

Col 274 

Henry 9 

Jacob 238,   244,   264,   271,   277 

Day,  Mr 202,    203,    209 

Elkanah 19,  179,  183,  191,  196, 

205,  215 

Deane,  Mr 142,    150,    156,    158,    162, 

168,  171 
Perez 117,  129,  131 

Debenture,  of  assembly.  . .  .57.  61,  97,  in, 

112,  113,  114,  172,  176,  213,  218, 

268,     270,     27s,     276 

of  chaplain 112 

of  convention  to  ratify  constitu- 
tion  226 

of  council 60,   112,   172,  276 

Debtors,  insolvent 135,     139,     226 

absconding,  estate  of 46,    48 

delivered  from  jail  on  giving 
up  estate 148,     235 
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Debtors,  Cont., 

exempt  from  arrest. . .  50,  51,   52; 

130,  250 

liberation  of .  . .  14,  30,  40,  48,  249 

suspension  of  actions  against 

142,    145,    147,    150,    156,   205, 

216,   217,   218,   250,   256,   270, 

271,    274,    275,    276,    277,    278 

Debts,  county 55,    86 

due  state,  on  interest 167,    175 

Deed,  los* 125 

quit  claim 243 

Deeds 23,     26,     125,     187 

execution  of  by  administrators.  .27, 

52,  S3,  54,  55,  56,  99,  112,  122, 

135,  139,  148,  161,  183,  205,  210, 

214,  219 

refusal  to  execute 93 

Deer,  act  for  preservation  of .  . .  87,   90,   96 

Deerfield  River  bridge 185,  189 

DeForest,  Mills 196 

Delegates    to    Congress,    {See   Agents    to 

Congress) 
Dennison,  Mr.  .  .  .  142,  149,  157,  158,  168, 
202,  203,  208,  209,  240,  251,  257, 
260,  261 

George 117,  125 

William.  .  .  .179,  187,  196,  233,  236, 

238,  256 

Derby.  . .  .47,  93,  166,  236,  239,  248,  250, 

262,     264,     265,     266,     271 

Dewey,  Mr.  . .  .12,  25,  29,  39,  40,  43,  52, 

68,   69,    82,    100,    loi 

Elijah.  . .  .3,  5,  8,  11,  13,  19,  22,  26, 

47,  48,  50,  65,  70,  71,  72,  77,  79, 

80,    85,    92,     102 

Deweysburg 31,  124 

Dewey's  Gore 35,     80 

DeWitt,  Simeon 188 

Dickerman,  Lemuel 195 

Dickson,  Archibald 201 

Dissent  by  Ira  Allen 58 

Doomage  {See  Taxation) 

Dorset.. .31,  95,   122,   124,   135,   138,   148 

Doubledee,  Dinah 23 

Douglass,  Asa,  estate  of 237 

Downer,  Abraham 129 

Drake,  Joseph 197 

Drury,  Ebenezer 75,     131,     195 

Dudley,  Eleazer 26,     29 

Duncan,  Jason 19,  75,  133,  195 

John.. 44,   45,    86,88,89,   147,   150 

Dunston,  William 65 

Dunton,  Mr.  . .  .68,  69,  82,  100,  203,  208, 
209,     239,     247,    256,     269,    273 

William 65,  178,  194,  203 

Duties,  settlement  of 183 

Dutton,  Mr 202 


Dutton,  Cont.,  Salmon.  25,  30,  84,  133,  195, 

262 

William 262 

Duxbury 82,    187,    207,    230,    258 

East  Haven 36,      47,     61 

Eastman,  Tilton 8 

Eden 31,    35 

Edgerton,  Mr. ...  12,  25,  29,  39,  40,  43,  52, 
58,    68,     82,     100 

Asa 4,  6,  7,  13,  15,  20,  66,  75 

Edwards,  Henry 50 

Jonathan 21,    42,    47,    50 

Pierpont 47,    50 

Ejectment,  action  of.  .76,  86,  87,  135,  145 

Election  of  state  ofHcers.  .3,  6,  65,  66,  118, 

120,  180,  181,  182 

Election  sermons. . .  .5,  6,  53,  67,  109,  120, 

162,  185 

discontinued 11 

published 120,  175 

Elkins,  Jonathan 21,   61 

reminiscences  of 21 

Elmer,  Mr.  .  .  .142,  150,  157,  158,  162,  168, 

171 

Elijah 117 

Elmore 35 

Ely,  Joel 187,    198 

Joel,  Jr 189,     198 

Elysiana  (Holland) ....  148,   153,   155,  239 

Emerson,  Mr.  . .  .68,  69,  82,  100,  102,  142, 

150,  157,  158,  162,  168,  172,  203, 

209,    240,    248,    251,    257,    260, 

261,    269,   273 

Emmerson,  Enoch. ..  .65,     84,     117,     133, 

179,  196 

Emmons,  Mr. ...  12,  25,  29,  39,  40,  43,  52 

Benjamin.  ..  .4,   9,    11,    14,   25,   35, 

48,  84,  98,  133,  146,  149,  150,  196 

Enos,  General 54 

Roger 39,     230,     262,     268 

Enosburgh 39 

Entail,  release  from  135 

Episcopal  church 152 

Escort  for  Governor 120,    128 

Essex 82 

county,  formation  of 210,  264 

Estates,  absentee  recovery  of 87 

confiscated,  settlement  of.  .  105,  no, 

242,     243,     254,     264,     268,     270 

Everist,  Mr.  ...  12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  58, 

68,  69,  82,  100,  102,  142,  150,  157, 

159,  168,  172 

Zadock.  .5,  41,  66,  76,  86,  118,  132, 

137,  196 

Everts,  Mr 68,    82,    100,    102 

James 66,    76,    95 

Ewens,  James 75 

Ewing,  James 18,    75,     131 


Index 


289 


Executions,  staying.  .  .  .  163,  166,  204,  255, 

258,  262,  264,  266 

Executors,  deeds.  .  .  .52,  53,  55,  66,  99,  122, 

139,    183,    205,    210,    214,    219 

Expenses,  of  commissioners  to  Congress  259 

of  government 206,    207 

Extents ....  97,    122,    144,    147,    151,    266 
suspended 191 


Fairfax.  ..  .31,  78,  140,  145,  151, 
Fairfield.  .  .  .22,  36,  39,  54,  173,  184, 
pi.  206, 226, 

Fair  Haven 26,  28,  73,  79,  83, 

Fairlee 83,    145,    147, 

Fares,  regulating 

Farnsworth,  Mr.  . .  .12,  25,  29,  40,  43 

James 5,     41, 

Joseph 

Fassett,  Mr.  ...  12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  68, 

149,  157,  158,  169,  172,  202, 

208,  209,  240,  248,  251,  257, 

269, 

Amos.  . .  .41,  76,  118,  132,  140, 

179,   188, 

Benjamin 197, 

John.  .  .  .5,  6,  II,  16,  19,  21,  26 
41,  44,  66,  67,  76,  87,   132, 
170, 

John  Jr 119,  140, 

Jonathan. .. .255,    262,    266, 
27s, 

Fay,  Col 54,    166, 

Jonas 198, 

twin  sons  of 

Joseph.  .  .  .39,  41,  92,  97,  108, 
III,  H2,  113,  139,  147,  149, 
182,  192,  199,  200,  207,  235, 

Fayston 31,   35 

Federal  government,  admission  into .  . 

Fee  bill    147,  148,  15^ 

Fees,  attorney's 253, 

collectors' 

granting.  ..  .85,   95,    189,    212 

Judges  of  Supreme  Court 

regulation  of .  .87,     90,      106, 

relinquished 

Secretary  of  State  for  filing  192 

surgeon's 

Ferris,  Mr.  .  .  .25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  58, 
150,     157,     159,     162, 

Peter 5,     41,     76,     118, 

Ferrisburgh ....  13,  38,  78,  82,  96,  105, 


Fife,  John 

Fines  and  forfeitures.  .127,    147,    148 
Fines  and  penalties 156, 


153 
191, 
246 
109 
149 
..76 

,  52 
76 
..42 
142, 
203, 
262, 
273 
145, 
197 
205 

.  34, 
140, 
197 
180 
271, 
277 
170 
272 
.198 
no, 
176, 
241 
,  82 
III, 
138 
174 
255 
•34 
221 

153 
153, 
,  164 

277 
200 

■233 
142, 
172 
132 
109, 
III 
144 
189 
161 


Finney,  Mr.  ..  .202,    203,    208,    209,    240, 
248,  252,  256,  260,  261,  269,  273 

Nathan 179,    195 

Firewood,  expense  of 249 

Fish,  Nathan 235 

Fisk,  Experience 249,    250 

Nathan.  . . .  187,  212,  215,  235,  249, 
250,  274 

confiscated  estate  of 250 

Wilbur 10 

Fitch,  Mr.  .  .  .202,  203,  208,  209,  240,  248, 

252,     256,     259,     262,     273 

Jabez  G.  ...  187,  190,  204,  218,  234, 

236,  245,  249,  265,  268,  275,  276 

John 8 

Fletcher 35,     140,     147,     154,     165 

Mr.  ...  157,  202,  208,  239,  248,  251 

Asaph.  . .  .30,  84,  117,  133,  137,  143, 

150,  154,  160,  179,  181,  183,  187, 

191,  19s,  229,  234,  238,  244,  249, 

256,  257 

Jesse 133,  195 

Joseph 23,    30 

Samuel.... 6,  28,  67,  74,   119,   132, 
194,  271 

Flying  grant 47,     104 

Flynn,  Mr.  . .  .202,  208,  209,  240,  248,  251, 

257,    259,    261,    269,    273 

Michael.  ...  16,    25,    84,    133,    179, 

180,  196,  243 

Foot,  Mr.  . .  .202,  208,  209,  240,  256,  269, 

273 

Daniel 83,    89 

Elijah.  ..  .41,    76,     132,     179,     196 

Stillman.  .  .  .  154,  190,  201,  245,  252, 

256,  265,  270 

Foreigners,  support  of 244 

Foster,  Mr.  ...  12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  58,  68, 

69,  82,  100,  102,  142,  150,  157,  158, 

162,  168,  172 

Dan 7,    109,    1 20 

Ephraim 21 

Joseph 65,  84,  117,  133,  196 

Reuben 5,     6,     28 

Forsythe,  William 8 

Francis,  Simon 255,    271,       272 

Franklin 59 

{See  also  Huntsburg) 

county 13,     53 

Freeman,  Col 135,    140,    143 

Mr.  ...  12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  68,  69, 

100,  loi,  158,  171 

Phineas.  .  .  .4,  5,  8,   II,  12,   15,   19, 

22,  24,  26,  43,  47,  50,  65,  70,  71, 

73,  75,  77,  86,  104,  105,  iii,  117, 

126,  127,  133,  136,  151,  153,  166 

Freemans  Depository 61 

{See  also  Vermont  Gazette) 
Freemen's  meeting 220 
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French,  David 87 

Elijah 196 

Jeremiah 73 

Joseph. 134 

Furnace,  erection  of 73 

lottery  for 79 

in  Orwell,  erection  of.  .  161,  181,  190, 

199,  202 

repair  of 259,     261,     264 

Gallup,  Mr.  ..  .68,  69,  82,  100,  102,  202, 

203,  208,  239,  247,  251,  257,  259, 

261,  269,  273 

Oliver 84,   133,   178,    179,    182, 

188,  189,  196,  211,  229,  237,  238, 

239,  244,  266 

William  ...  65,  70,  87,  95,  96,    loi 

Galusha,  Jacob 60 

Jonas _. 74,     131,     194 

Garfield,  Benjamin 144 

Gaskill,  Mr 142,  150,  157 

David 118,    134,    196 

Gates,  Mr.  ..  .202,    203,    208,      209,    239 
248,  251,  257,  261,  269 

Samuel 179 

General  assembly  convened,  at  Newbury. ..3 

Alanchester 65 

Westminster 117 

Castleton 178 

Bennington 225 

General  survey 95 

Georgia 78,    82,     126,     163,     167 

Gilbert,  Eber 84 

Jesse 30 

Gilmore,  Jonathan 135 

Glazier,  VVilliam,  estate  of 71 

Glebe  lands,  act  concerning.  .42,     53,     56 
care  and  improvement. .  .  .  152,  163, 

167 

committee  to  consider 11 

sale  of 161,   181,   190 

refused 202 

(See  also  Society  Lands) 

Gloucester  county 98 

Glover 59,  250,  262,  264,  271 

John 58 

Goodrich,  William 30,    37,    40 

Goodwillie,  Thomas 10 

Gordon,  Alexander.  .  .  .41,     76,     132,     197 
Gores  of  land,  granting.  .31,    57,   86,    173, 

267,  272 
Goshen. .. .17,  154,  162,  163,  174,  198 
Gove,  Nathaniel.  . .  .249,  256,  270,  276,  278 

Government,  expense  of 206,     207 

Governor,  of  Massachusetts 7 

New  York 160 

Vermont 5,  6,  7,  12,  51,  61,  66, 

^  92,  112,  120,  125,  131,  162,  164, 

168,     180,     185,    257,    266,    268 


Governor  and  council.  ...  13,  14,  15,  17, 
21,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  29,  30,  31, 
32,  38,  40,  42,  44,  45,  47,  48,  49, 
52.  54,  56,  60,  68,  73,  74,  77,  79, 
80,  81,  84,  85,  86,  88,  89,  90,  91, 
92,  94,  98,  99,  100,  102,  103,  106, 
107,  113,  114,  119,  126,  127,  141, 
144,  145,  146,  155,  156,  158,  160, 
163,  165,  167,  171,  173,  175,  176, 
181,  189,  191,  198,  199,  206,  207, 
209,  210,  219,  225,  226,  227,  228, 
229,  230,  231,  235,  241,  245,  250, 
251,  253,  255,  256,  258,  260,  262, 
263,  264,  265,  267,  269,  270,  274, 

275,  277 
Grammar  school  at  Castleton.  .  12,    14,   17 
{See    also    Rutland    county    grammar 
school) 
Grafton  {See  Tomlinson) 

Grammar  school  at  Norwich 73 

{See    also    Windsor    county    grammar 
school) 
Grand  committee   {See  Joint  assembly) 

Grand  jurors,  duties 266,     277,     278 

Grand  list,  committee  for  receiving 85 

report  of  committee.  .  193,  208,   213 
{See  also  Lists) 

Grant,  Capt 79 

John 77 

Grants,  prior 104 

Granting  fees.  .  .  .37,  44,  48,  52,  59,  60,  80, 
^139,  173,  174,  189,  233,  234,  242 
{See  also  Charter  fees) 
Granville  {See  Kingston) 

Gray,  Mr 202,  208,  209 

John 179 

Green,  B.  .  .  .225,  248,  251,  257,  259,  261, 

269,  273 

Beriah 25,     84,     133,     196 

Berias.  .  .  .  179,    218,    234,   239,    266 

Timothy 23 

Green  Mountain  Post  Boy 61 

Green,  Mr.  .  .  .202,  203,  208,  209,  239,  240, 

247,    257,    259,    261,    269,    273 

Benjamin.  ...  179,    180,    181,     184, 

187,  188,  189,  191,  194,  203,  204, 

227,    230,    237,    268,    276 

Greensboro.  ..  .35,  80,  107,  109,  no,  185, 

212,  220 

Gregore,  James  M 243 

Griffith,  Lemuel 1 18 

Gross,  Thomas 8 

Groton 35 

Grout,  Mr.  . .  .  100,  104,  142,  149,  156,  162, 

169,  172 
Amasa....66,    82,    118,    129,    134 

Elihu 187,     207 

Guildhall.  ..  .70,   130,   148,   154,   163,   165, 
174,  185,  198,  207,213,217,227,246 
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Guildhall,  Cont.,  probate  district  of. .    .  210 
Guilford 187 

Haight,  William,  estate  of .  .  121,    122,    135 

Hale,  James 133 

Half  shires,  in  Bennington  county 225 

Rutland  county 212 

Windham  county 213 

Windsor  county.  .  .  .203,    204,    209, 

216,    239,    240,    242,    247 

Hall,  Mr.  ..  .142,  150,  157,  159,  161,  162, 

169,  172,  202,  203,  208,  209,  240, 

248,  252,  256,  260,  261,    269,  273 

Hiland 41,     75 

John ....  1 18,  13 1,  179,  185,  195,  250 

L....120,  121,  129,  135,   149,   150, 

154,  157,  158 

Lot. ...  117,  133,  146,  189,  195,  212, 

252 

Hamilton,  Alexander 45,     iii 

Silas 239 

gore  or  grant 239 

Hancock.  . .  .35,  79,  193,  231,  234,  235,  244 

Governor,  of  Massachusetts 7 

Hapgood,   Thomas 25 

Hard,  Mr.  ..  .82,  142,  150,  157,  159,  169, 

172 
Stephen.  ...  118,  125,  130,  144,  192, 

250 

Zadock 186,     217,     229,     250 

Hard  money  orders 35,  46 

Hardwick.  .  .  .35,  80,   109,   no,   135,   138, 

154,  163,  165,  250,  262,  264,  271 

Harrington,  Mr.  ...  142,     149,     157,     159, 

162,  202,  204,   208,  209 

William  C.  ...  118,    121,    151,    152, 

176,  179,  180,  183,  184,  185,  189, 

197,  230,  233 

Hartland 87 

Harvey,  Mr.  .25,  40,  52,  68,  69,  100,  202, 

203,  208,  209,  251,  256,  260,  261, 

269,  273 
Alexander.  ..  .4,  13,  20,  21,  22,  26, 
41,  46,  48,  62,  66,  70,  71,  75,  78, 
80,  86,  89,  133,  179,  181,  185,  188, 
194,  196,  207,  215,  216,  226,  231, 
234,  236,  237,  238,  243,  253,  260, 
262,  268,  276 

Judge 253,     255 

Harwich  (Mount  Tabor).  ..  .31,   122,   126, 

188,  193 

Harwood,  John 9,    20 

Haswell,  Anthony 191 

Haswell  and  Russell 198 

Hatch,  Mr.  .  202,  203,  209,  240,  248,  257, 

259,  261,  273 

Joseph.  ...  179,   187,   189,   198,   237 

Hathaway,  Mr.  . . .  142,  149,  169,  172,  202, 

204,  208,  209,  240,  248,  251,  260, 


Hathaway,  Mr.  Cont., 262,  269,  273 

Silas.  ...  118,    132,    165,    180,    181, 
187, 197 

Simeon  Jr 20,      277 

Hats  worn  in  assembly 119,     120 

Hawkins,  Mr.  ...  12,   25,   29,    39,   43,    52, 

68,  82,   100,   102,   142,   150,   156, 

158,  163,  168,  172,  202,  203,  208, 
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Mansfield 138,  139 

Mr 142,     150,     157,     159,     162 

Amos 118,    142,    162 

Manufactures  encouraged.  ...  129,  146,  189 

Map  of  surveys  of  state 36,  229,  236 

Marlboro 126,     135,     136,     159 

Marsh,  Mr 12,  25,  29,  39,  40,  43,  52, 

58,    142,    150,    156,    162,    171 
Amos,  estate  of.  .228,  229,  250,  252 

D 68,   70,    100 

Daniel 3,  9,  11,  16,  37,  50,  65, 

210 

Elisha 117,  154 

1 70,  100,  lOI 

Isaac 147 

J 68,  69,  86,  95 

Joel.  .  .  .25,65,  84,  III,  114,  133,  196 

John 25,    84,    196 

Joseph. . .6,  25,  67,  84,  119,  133,  195, 

238,  265 

Lieutenant  Governor.  .45,    98,    125 

William 50 

Marshfield.  . .  .  140,  146,  147,  149,  163,  174 

Martin,  George 17 

John 46 

Marvin,  Mr 25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  68,  69, 

82,  100,  102,  149,  157,  169,  172, 
208,    252,    256,    260,    269,    273 

Benjamin 241,  248,  268 

E 256 

Ebenezer 3,  8,  il,  13,  14,  16,  21, 

22,  35,  38,  43,  47,  62,  65,  66,  70, 
72,  75,  83,  85,  88,  91,  92,  95,  99, 
100,  loi,  102,  104,  105,.'!  18,  120, 
121,  125,  126,  127,  128,  129,  131, 
13s,  137,  139,  148,  164,  171,  179, 
181,  183,  186,  188,  191,  193,  194, 
195,  198,  199,  201,  203,  204,  206, 
214,    227,    234,    237,    256,    262 

Elnathan 278 

Massachusetts,  governor  of 7 

Senate,  resolution  of 7 

troops 95 

Matthews,  Mr 68,  69,  82,   100,   loi 

Aaron 66,  76,  95,  132,  197 

Joel 13 

Mattison,  Amos. ...  166,    206,    215,    216, 

217 

Susanna. . . . 166,  200,  206,  215,  216 

Mattocks,  Samuel.  ..  .6,    18,    34,    35,    62, 

67,  75,  85,  112,  119,  131,  180,  195, 

218 

McGjnnell,  Mr 202,  208,  209,  240,  248, 

251,  257,  262,  269 

Jonathan 179,     197 

McDaniel,  John 197 

McGregore,  James 258 

McKccn.  Silas II 


McNeil,  Mr. . .  .68,  69,  82,  100,  142,  150, 

157,  158,  162,  169,  172,  202,  204, 

208,  209,  240,  251,  260,  261,  269, 

273 

John.... 66,  85,  118,  132,  179,  190, 

197,     237,     238,     242,     243 

Mead,  James 21 

Medway  (Mendon) 16,  29,  44,  48 

Meeting  house,  in  Bethel 16 

Castleton 178 

Westminster 1 17 

(See  also  Churches) 
Members  of  assembly,  service  with  non- 
members  on  committees 234 

Memorials 149,     231,     265,     272 

Mendon  (See  Medway) 

Merrick,  David 26 

Ebenezer 26 

Merrill,  Thomas  A 8 

Merriman,  Mr.  . .  .68,    69,    82,    100,    loi 

Abel 65 

Merwin,  Elnathan.  ...  95,  96,  99,  232,  249 

Israel,  estate  of 95 

Middlebury 31,    78,    82 

tax  for  bridge 83,    94,    99 

Middlesex,  taxation 91,  92,  105,  1 10 

Middletown,    abatement    of    taxes....  19, 

235,  242 

selectmen,  petition  of 13,    16 

Middletown  Springs 13 

Military  escort  for  governor 66,  120 

commended.  .  .  .90,    140,    143,    190 

Military  supplies 146 

Militia,  act  regulating.  .  .  .87,  89,  107,  108, 
185,    209,    230,    234,    277 
breach  of  duty  of  certain  officers 

of 87 

cannon  for 151,  152 

first  division  divided 269 

Miller,  Samuel 196 

Solomon 197 

William 236,   242 

Milton 82 

lottery  for  bridge 226 

taxation    for    highways ....  28,    37, 
48,    49,    72,    94,    96 

Minden  (Craftsbury) 35 

name  changed  to  Craftsbury.  .  184, 
192,  210,  214 

petition  for  tax 80,     108,     109, 

no,  185,  212 
Minehead    (Bloomfield),    taxation    for 

highway 148,    154,    165,    169 

Minister  Bill 14,   24,  25 

Ministers,  Episcopal 53 

Ministerial     lands     in     Wilmington.  .  129, 

130,  136 
Missisquoi  Tongue  (Alburgh) 249 
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Money,  continental,  hard,  lawful.. 32,  33, 

57,  61,  89 

counterfeit 73 

orders,  hard.  .  .  .34,  42,  46,  55,  iii, 

139,  187 

paper,  to  be  burned 76 

raised  by  taxes,  disposition  of.  .  106, 
109,  no 

Monitors,  appointment  of 71 

Monkton 70,    78,    82,    89,    94 

Montpelier 35,  91,  92,  105,  no 

Moore,  George 135 

Henry 141 

James 196 

Sir  Henry 253 

Moorhouse,  Sturgess 132 

Moors  Charity  School 59 

(See   also   Dartmouth   College) 

Moredock,  Thomas 25 

{See  also  Murdock) 

Moretown 82,     187,     207,     258 

(Bradford) 48,  97,  103,  106,  145, 

233»   253,   25s.   268 

(Salem) 233 

Morey,  Mr.  .  .  .68,  82,  100,  149,  202,  203, 
209,  239,  248,  251,  257,  260, 
269,  273 
Israel.  . .  .66,  6j,  75,  80,  81,  83,  99, 
117,  118,  121,  126,  127,  129,  134, 
1535  179)  180,  181,  189,  193,  196, 
208,  230,  233,  23s,  237,  238,  240 

Simeon 134,  196 

Morrill,  Mr 82,   100,   102 

Abraham 66,   75,    134,    196 

Morris,  Mr 185 

Lewis  R. . .  .138,  140,  145,  i6q,  170, 

171,  181,  190,  201,  202,  221,  241, 

276,  278 

Richard 138,      140 

Morristown.  . .  .35,  230,  245,  254,  264,  270 

Morse,  Mr.  ...  142,    150,    168,    173,    202, 

203,  209,  240,  248,  251,  257,  259, 

261,  269,  273 

A 119 

Anthony.  ..  .117,  118,  126,  156,  179, 

196 

Mortgage 199 

Moseley,  Increase 75,  131,  195 

Mott,  John 18,  75,  195 

Mount  Holly 16 

Mount  Tabor  (Sif^  Harwick) 

Munson,  Thaddeus 87,      112 

Murdock,  Thomas.  ..  .6,   25,   67,   98,    119 
Myrick  {See  Merrick) 

Nail  rods,  exclusive  right  of  slitting.  .81, 

89 

Nash,  Samuel 213 

Navy  (Charleston) 166,  277 


Negroes,  free,  binding  out 225 

New-Ark  (Newark) 36 

Newbury ........  28,_  37,   49,    53,    55,    70 

legislative  session  at 3 

Newell,  Timothy 7 

Newfane 28,  192,  206,  234,  263 

New  Hampshire,  charter 38 

grants 36,    54 

troops 95 

New  Haven.  ..  .31,  78,  82,  96,   105,    137, 
152,  186,  187,  189,  191,  192,  198 

Falls 17 

Gore.  .  .  .36,  137,  14s,  151,  153,  186, 

189 
New  Huntington.  ..  .31,  91,  92,  105,  107, 

173 

New  York,  charter 253 

grants 38,     160,     214,     220 

state,  payment  to.  . .  .214,  255,  256 

New  York- Vermont  controversy 45 

Nichols,  Asaph 14 

Niles,  Nathaniel 6,    8,    228,    231,    247, 

268,  275 

Noble,  Eli 18,    74,    131,    194 

Obadiah 18,  75,  131,  195 

Non-members,      appointed     on     com- 
mittees with  members 234 

Non-resident  elected  representative 69 

Non-suits 128 

Norfolk 47 

Northiield 8,  15,  20,  35,  43,  48,  95 

North  Hero 86,    94,    228 

Norton 47,  61,  93,  148 

Andrew,  estate  of 242 

John....  19,  75,  133,  215,  229,  233, 
236,  239 

Norwich 9,    30,    43,    51,    83,    250 

Notes,  new,  issued 109 


Oath    of        office     administered,     to 

Governor 193 

to  representatives. ..  .3,   6,   65,    73, 
76,  81,  82,  117,  126,  142,  178,  187, 
188,  191,  193,  225,  226,  227,  233 
Officers,   state,   election   of   {See   State 
officers) 

sworn 181 

Offsets,  regulation  of  in  civil  suits .  . .  87, 

90,  96 

Olcott,  Bulkley 7 

Elias 75,   85,   133,    195 

Peter 5,  6,  67,  98,  119,  148,  180, 

182,  192,  194 

Timothy 133,  195 

Olds,  Mr 202,  208,  209,  239,  248,  251 

257,    260,    261,    269,    273 

Benjamin 19,   75,     133,     178, 

195 
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Olin,  Mr IS7,    202, 

Gideon 3,  5,  6,   18,  52,  56, 

65,  67,  74,  76,  92,  100,  112, 

119,  131,  137,  138,  141,  142, 

171,  178,  181,  183,  186,  190, 

201,   208, 

{See  also  Speaker) 

Jonathan 

Stephen 95,  97,    109, 

Ompompanoosuc  river,  bridge  over. .  . . 

Onion  river 17,  78 

Orange,  boundaries 22,  26,     36, 

parish 

county  of 20,  35,  41,  74,  75, 

86,  203,  205, 

officers  elected 

probate  district,  new 210, 

Ordnance  {See  Cannon) 

Orleans  county 

Ormsby,  Mr 12,    25,     142,     157, 

162,  168,  202,  203,  209,  247 

256,  260, 

Gideon.  . .  .3,   10,   16,    17,   21, 

126,  129,  146,  170,  178,  180, 

189,    204,    237,    244,    249, 

Ichabod 

Orphans,  relief  of 197, 

Orvis,  Gersham 

Orwell 70,  97.  124,  130,  140,  141, 

151,    161,    164,    181,    190, 
230,  234, 

Osburn,  Isaac 

Osgood,  Nathan 

Otter  Creek,  bridge  over 48 

Ottauquechee  (Water  Quechee) 26, 


262 
62, 
117, 
143, 
I94> 
228 

194 
no 

.  .  ID 

82 
210 

•74 
79, 
264 

•75 
214 


Packard,  Abigail 130, 

Rev.  Winslow,  estate  of .  . .  129, 

Page,  Josiah 75.  I34. 

Peter 

Paine,  Mr.  .12,  25,  40,  52,  58,  68,  82, 
142,  149,  156,  162,  169,  172, 
202,  203,  208,  209,  240,  248, 
257,  259,  260,  261,  269, 
Elijah... 5,  6,  11,  12,  15,  20,  22 
27,  43,  47,  60,  66,  71,  76,  77. 
84,  85,  86,  91,  92,  96,  99,  100, 
105,  III,  114,  118,  121, 
123,  127,  129,  134,  136,  137, 
140,  141,  144,  145,  146,  147, 

149,  150,  151,  158,  159,  161, 
167.  168,  170,  171,  176,  179, 
182^  184,  185,  187,  188,  191, 
197,  201,  204,  208,  212,  227, 
234,  23s,  238,  243,  244,  249, 

254,    256,    262,    263, 
Painter,  Mr 12,  40,  68,   82,    100, 

150,  157,  159,  162,  203,  208, 


264 
158, 
251. 

272 

"7, 

188, 
268 

•234 
205 
.  122 

14s, 

202, 
238 
•79 
•19s 
,  83 
28, 
125 

136 
130 
196 
.188 
102, 
190, 
251, 
273, 
,26, 

,  79. 

lOI, 

122, 
138, 
148, 
164, 

181, 
196, 

228, 
252, 

275 
142, 

209, 


Painter,  Mr.  Cont.,. .24.0,  248,  252,  256,  269 

Gamaliel.  .5,  11,  20,  22,  38,  41,  42, 

66,  70,  71,  72,  75,    80,    85,    104, 

118,  126,  127,  129,  132,  138,  159, 

179,  180,  181,  182,  187,  188,  189, 

196,  237,  256 

Panthers,  bounty  on 210 

Panton.  . .  .31,  38,  71,  77,  78,  82,  96,  105, 
109,  III,  124,  146,  163 

Pardons,  request  for 21 

Parishes,  division  of.  .  .  .21,  27,  28,  37,  39, 
74,    77,    80,     88,    89 

Parker,  Elijah 70,     183 

Jeremiah 144 

Jonathan 16 

Parkers  gore 16 

Parkerstown 16 

Parkhurst,  Mr.  . .  .68,  69,  82,  100,  loi,  142, 

150,     156,     162,     168,     172 

Calvin.. 65,  68,  70,  72,  73,  79,  80, 

83,  84,  85,  87,93,96,  117,  118,  121, 

125,  126,  127,  129,  135,  137,  138, 

147,     150,     152,     159,     166,     170 

Parliamentary  rules  {See  Rules  of  assembly) 

Parmalee,  Aaron 76 

Patterson,  John  and  Company 58 

Paupers,  provision  for.  ..  .227,     244,     264, 

269 

Pawlet 229 

Paymasters'  accounts 210,   211 

Paymaster    general,    appointment    and 

duties 44,  46 

election 61 ,  62 

Payment  to  New  York.  .  .  .214,    255,     256 
Pay  table,  committee  of .  .  .  .  12,  50,  71,  146, 

150.  153 

orders 32 

Peacham 57,    89,     106,     124,     140 

Pearce,  Ebenezer,  estate  of 52 

Elizabeth 52 

Pearl,  Mr 202,    204,    208,    209 

Col 92 

John 8,  17,  19,  95 

Stephen 86,    132,    197,   220 

Timothy.  ..  .18,  74,   131,   180,   182, 

184,  185,  187,  189,  190,  197,  204, 

207,  210 

Pearlash,  inspectors  of  {See  Ashes) 

Pearsal,  Thomas 272,    274 

Pearsall's  gore 267,      274 

Peck,  Phineas 9 

Peirce,  Mr 43 

Pennock,  Mr.  .  12,  25,  29,  43,  52, 68,  69,  82, 
100,  142,  150,  157,  158,  169,  172 

Alexander 4,     66,     118,     134 

Samuel 81,  90,  98 

Pension,  for  Daniel  Buck 19,  30 

for  widow  and  orphans .  . .  197,     205 
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Perkins,  Mr.  ...  142,    149,    157,    158,    162 
Charles.  ...  19,  75,  117,  126,  133,  195 

William  S 11 

Peru    (See  Brumley) 

Peters,  Mr.  .  .  .  142,  150,  156,  158,  162,  169, 

179 

Andrew 118 

Petitions.  .  .  .8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  16,  17, 
19,  20,  21,  22,  24,  26,  27,  28,  29, 

30,  3 1,  37,  38,  39,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45, 
46,  48,  49,  50,  51,  52,  54,  60, 
61,  70,  71,  72,  73,  74,  76,  jy,  78, 
79,  81,  83,  84,  85,  86,  87,  88,  90,  91, 
92,  93,  95,  96,  97,  99,  102,  104, 
105,  107,  121,  122,  124,  125,  126, 
128,  129,  130,  135,  136,  138,  139, 
140,  141,  142,  144,  146,  148,  149, 
153,  154,  155,  159,  165,  167,  170, 
173,  174,  175,  181,  183,  184,  185, 
186,  187,  189,  190,  191,  192,  193, 
194,  197,  199,  200,  201,  204,  205, 
206,  207,  212,  214,  215,  217,  218, 
219,  228,  229,  230,  233,  237,  238, 
239,  243,  244,  245,  247,  248,  249, 
251,  253,  254,  255,  256,  258,  259, 
262,  263,  264,  265,  266,  268,  271, 
272,  273,    274,   277,   278 

Phelps,  Matthew 187 

Samuel 196 

Philadelphia.  ...  17,  77,  126,  128,  167,  174 

Pierson,  Moses 10 

Pitcher.  Ebenezer 250,    253 

Ebenezer  Jr 250,    253 

Pitches 96,  98 

Pittsfield 79,    193 

Pittsford 37,    50,    78,    79,     128 

Plate  for  hard  money  orders 109 

Pleading,  regulations 165,     174 

Plymouth  (See  Saltash) 
Pocock  (Bristol) ....  72,  78,  98,   103,   108, 
124,  145,  151,  155 

Poll  tax 55,   97,    103,    213 

Pomfret 128 

Pond,  Mr.  ...  68,  69,  202,  208,  209,  251, 
257,     260,     261,     269,     273 

Josiah 66,   76,    179,    189,   237 

Porter,  Mr 12,  25,  29,  43,  52 

Thomas.  .  .  .4,  6,  18,  23,  67,  75,  85, 
92,   119,   180 

Posthumus  children,  provision  for 103 

Post  offices,  establishment  of.  .  167,  175,  182 

Post  riders,  accounts  of 182 

Potash,  inspectors  of  {See  Ashes) 

Potter,  Amos 131,  194 

Lyman 5,  6,  7 

Poultney 148,      162 

Powell,  Martin 18,    74,    131,     194 

Rowland  Jr 72,  83,  84,  87,  94 

Powers,  Peter 6 


Pownal,  cavalry  company  in.  ...  129,      137 

Pratt,  William 144 

Premium  on  wool 99,   100 

President    of    United    States,    address 

to 125,     172,     175 

Printing  laws,  journals,  etc 25,  38,  46, 

189,    191,    198 

Printers,  accounts  of 114 

salary 62 

Prisoners  transported  to  other  counties.  160 

Probate  district,  new 199,  210,  214 

of  Guildhall 210 

Probate  districts,  division  of. . .  73,  74,  79, 

203,  205 

Probate  judges,  elected 75,  85 

powers  of 174,  205 

Processes,  mode  of 87,     167 

return  of 28,  51 

suspension  of 150 

Proclamation  of  Governor 8,    30,    78 

Proprietors',  agents 230 

clerks,  duties  of 160,    170 

meeting 274 

meetings,   regulation   of.  ..98,    103, 

137,  151 

records 170,     258 

Prosecution,  staying  of 249 

suspension  of 5°,  51,  52,  150 

Provincial  Congress  of  New  York 27 

Public,  accounts,  auditing 185 

rights 28,    56,    253,    25s 

(See  also  Lands,  public) 

securities,  received  for  land,  in,  176 

time  for  paying  lengthened .  . .  122, 

130 

Putnam,  Seth 132,     197 

Quieting  act 243,  253 

Quit  claim  deed 243 

Randall,  Mr 68,    69,    82,    100,    loi 

Benjamin 104 

Israel 196 

Joseph 66,    75,    131,    195 

Randolph 35,  238,  254,  255,  263,  270 

Edward 120 

Ranney,  Elijah 19,    75 

Rates,  collecting  and  paying.  . .  .22,  23,  29, 
56,  226,  227 

Raymond  versus  Moore 145,     155 

Readsboro 27,    37,    48 

Real  estate,  sale  of 121,    122 

Receipts,  commissaries 33,  34 

Recognizance  of  Moses  Scott 204 

Records,  proprietors 170,    258 

Regiment,  Sixth 87 

Religious  societies 274 

Religious    test    subscribed  to  by  rep- 
resentative  6,  65,  73,  77,  81, 
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Religious  rest,  etc.,  Cont. .82,  117,  126,  142, 
178,  187,  188,  191,  225,  226,  227,  233 

Remonstrance 39,    201 

Representation  of  North  Hero 228 

Representative,  not  admitted 23,    69 

special  meeting  for  election  of.. 26, 

70,  220 

Representatives,  list  of.  .  .  .3,  4,  5,  65,  66, 

117,  118,  178, 179, 180 

rules  of  admittance 71 

to  Congress 238 

to  provincial  Congress,  pay  of —  27 

Revised  laws,  printing 60 

Rice,  Ebenezer,  estate  of 23,  26,  27 

Rich,  Mr 12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  57,  202, 

203,  208,  209,  239,  248,  251,  257, 
260,  261,  269,  273 

John 4,  179 

Richardson,  Israel 125 

Ripton....3S,    146,    230,    24s,    247,    277 

River  La  Platte,  bridge  over 80,     89 

Roberts,  Mr 68,  69,  82,   100,   loi 

Christopher 87 

James 19,  75,  86,   133,   195 

Robinson,  Mr 68,    82,    100,    loi,    150, 

202,  203,  208,  209,  239,  251,  269, 
272 

Aaron 124,  135 

Amos 26,   37 

David 18,  67,  74,  121,  128,  131, 

194 

E 5,  8,  II,  13,  19,  25,  26,  29,  40, 

43,  44 

Elijah 4,    25,    84,     133,     195 

I. . .  .25,  29,  39,  40,  43,  52,  58,  156, 

158 
Ichabod 3,  18,  66,  75,  118,  131, 

195 

J....  12,    118,    121,    122,    125,    127, 

129,  137,  139,  140,  142,  149,  152, 

156,   158,   159,   162,   168,   176 

John  and  Company 104 

Jonathan. . . .117,  140,  178,  180,  181, 
185,  187,  188,  189,  194,  199,  206, 
207,  218,  237,  241,  245,   246,  275 

Moses 8,  74,  97,  120,   121,   128, 

141,     183,     186,    247,    276 

Sheriff 112 

Rochester 35,  91,   187,   191,   207 

Rockingham 20,  86 

Rogers,  Mr.  ..  .68,  69,  82,  100,  loi,  142, 
150,  157,  158,  162,  202,  203,  239, 
248,  251,  256,  260,  261,  269,  273 

Frederick 65,   117,   179 

James 35,    65 

Timothy 38 

W 181,  202,  203,  208 

Wing I79i    189.    191 

Roll  call,  discontinued 200 


Roots,  Benajah 7 

Rosbrooks,  Mr.  . .  12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  58 

Eleazer 4,    213 

Roxbury 35,    140,    145,    151,    155 

Royalton 31,  35,  93 

Rudd,  Mr 12,    25,    29,   40 

Bezaleel 5,  35,  42 

Rules  of  assembly ...  .9,  70,  71,   120,   121, 

123,  181,  183 

Rumsey,  Mr.  ...  12,  25,  29,  68,  69,  100,  loi 

Nathan 3,    17,   66,   75,   93 

Rupert 31 

Russell,  Mr 12,   25,   29,   40,   43 

Aquilla 71 

John 25 

Thomas 5,   76,    132,    197 

Rutland 162 

agent  of 10,  12 

divided  into  parishes 28,  37,  39, 

74,  78,  79 

riot,  pardon  for 21 

selectmen,  petition  of  .  136,  233,  244 

town  lines  confirmed 128 

Rutland  county,  additions  to 129 

buildings 1 10,     212 

(See  also  County  buildings) 

court 21,  48,  98 

{See   also    County   courts) 

grammar  school 12,  14,  17 

{See  also  grammar  school  at  Castleton) 

jail 78,    82,    107 

officers 75,    85,     131 

{See  also  County  officers,  election) 
probate  districts.  ..  .73,  74,  78,  79, 
212,  214 
Ryegate 45,    57,    83 


Sabbath  observance 272 

Sabin,  Mr.  .  .  .  12,   25,   29,  40,  43,   52,   57 
Noah.. 4,   10,   19,  46,  74,   132,   194 

Noah  Jr 19,   75,    133 

Safford,  Mr.  .  .  .68,  69,  82,  202,   203,  209 
240,  248,  251,  257,  260,  261,  269, 

273 
1 100,      102 

J 78 

Jesse.  ...  13,  65,  100,  179,  183,  189, 
191,     203,     207,     209,     235,     238 

Josiah 66,  70,  86,  88,  95 

Samuel.  . .  .5,  6,  18,  67,  74,  119,  131, 
180,  194 

Silas 18,   29,   75,    131,    195 

Sage,  Sylvester 8 

Saint  Albans.  .  .  .53,  55,  129,  140,  145,  148, 

152,   153 

Saint  George 129,     141 

Saint  Johnsbury.  . .  .36,  200,  238,  243,  251, 

255,259 
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Salaries,  governor.  ..  .51,    109,    112,    166, 

17s,  218 

judges  of  Supreme  Court.  .96,    127, 

128, 137,  139 

secretary  of  state 112 

state  treasurer.  .  .  .55,  III,  112,  218 

Salem,  boundary  lines.  .  .  .  166,     236,     265 

tax  for  highways ....  250,   262,   264, 

271 

Salem  (Bradford) 253 

Salisbury 82 

boundaries Ii,  18,  125,  160 

jurisdictional  line. . . .  164,  250,  254, 

258,  277 

taxation  for  highways.  . .  .31,  73,  78, 

79,  90,  106 

tax  abated 144,    152,    183,    255 

Saltash  (Plymouth) 48,     51 

Sanders,  Daniel  C 8 

Sandgate 184,     185 

Sargeants,  Mr 68,  69,  82,  100,  loi 

William 65 

Savage,  James 26,    60,    254,    258 

John 268 

Sawyer,  Mr 12,  29,  40,  43,  52,  68,  100, 

142,     150,     157,     159,     169 

Joseph  W 10 

Josiah 215,  216,  218,  245,  246, 

250,  274 

Thomas 5,  10,  il,  15,  23,  24,  25, 

37,  41,  66,  76,  83,  118,  132,  146, 
197 

Saxton,  Mr 25,  29,  40,  43,  58 

Frederick 5,  38,  44,  47,  56 

Scire  facias 130,  144,  149 

School  house 94 

lands,  tax  for  clearing 72 

Schools 152 

Scotch  American  Company 45 

Scott,  John 54,  129,  146,  175 

Moses 186,  204 

Secretary  of  state,  duties  of .  . .  42,  59,  1 1 1, 

144,  173,  175,  192,  200,  220,  226, 

227,  229 

election 7,  68,  119,  181 

fees 192,     200 

resignation 67,      93 

salary 112 

speaker  pro  tempore 229 

Securities,  public 107,    no,    134,    135 

Sedgwick,  Abraham 51 

Selden,  Mr 202,  203,  208,  209,  239,  247, 

251,   256,   261,   269,    272 
Andrew.  .  178,  185, 187, 189,  192, 194 

Selectmen S3,    56,    187 

Senators  to  Congress,  elected . . .  246,   247, 

271 

mode  of  choosing.  .  .  .232,  233,  241, 

243,  24s.  246 


Senators  to  Congress,  Cont., 

resolution  to  appoint 228,     23 1 

Session,  Mr 12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52 

John 4,  5,  8,  9,  II,  13,  19,  21,  26, 

,    ,  27,   35,  43,   75,    133,    195 

Judge _ 52 

Settlements    of    undivided    lands,    con- 
firmed  225 

Sevenee,  Peter,  confiscated  estate  of .  .  10, 

24 

Sevenee,  Peter 24 

Sever,  Comfort 84,     133 

Seymour,  Uriah 51 

Uriah  and  Company 51 

Shafter,  Mr 12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  58, 

202,  203,  208,  209,  239,  242,  251, 
256,     260,     261,     269,     273 

^,    ,     James 4,  I9,  75,  I33,  1/8,  I9S 

Shaftsbury 273 

Sharon g^ 

Jacob 18 

Shays  Rebellion 7 

Sheep  raising  encouraged 99 

Shelburne 10,    80 

taxed  for  highways ....  80,    88,    89, 

217 
Sheldon  {See  Hungerford) 

Sheldon,  David 18,     74,     131,     194 

Elisha 204,  208,  212,  216,  217 

Samuel  B 216 

Sherburne  {See  Killington) 

Sheriffs 49,  51,  56,  85,   122,   169,   174, 

277,  278 

{See  also  Constables) 

High.... 103,    145,    151,    163,    167, 

180,  258 

elected.  ...  18,  19,  25,  30,  41,  45, 

75.  76,  84,  131,  132,  133,  194,  195, 

196,  197,  201 

Sherman,  Mr 68,     69,     100,     102 

Daniel 18,     75,     131,     195 

George.. 65,    75,     195 

George  Jr 18,    131 

Sherwin,  Jacob 74 

Shoreham,  reimbursed  for  care  of  sick 

persons.  .  .190,  192,  213,  225,  227 

taxed  for  highways . .  70,  78,  88,  89 

Shumway,  Mr.  .  . .  12,  25,  29,  39,  52,   57, 

142,  150,  156,  158,  162,  168,  171 

John....3,s,  7,9,  II,  17,18,35,5s, 

74,  117,  118,  125,  131,  142,  153, 

154,  194 
Shuttlesworth  S 7 

Samuel 266 

Sill,  Elijah 7,   67 

Sillick,  John 131,    195 

Simonds,  Benjamin 7 

Simons,  Jacob 195 

John 153 
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Skeel,  Thomas 

Skinner,  Thompson  J 

Warren 

Slade,  William 132,     197,     236, 

Slaves,  escaped,  apprehension  of.  .219, 
Sleds,  width  of  regulated.  .  .  .234,  249, 

Sleeman,  Mr 142,   150,   157,   158, 

202,  203,  208,  209,  240,  248, 
256,     260,     261,     269, 

Peter 118,     179,     187, 

Sleeper,  Samuel 

Slitting  mill 81,     89, 

Sloan,  Samuel 

Smalley,  William 19, 

Smith,  Mr 26,     158, 

A.... 68,  69,  79,  82,  86,   142, 

150,  156,  158,  162,  168,  172, 

202,  203,  208,  209,  212,  240, 

256,     261,     269, 

Abida 12,    117, 

Asahel 18,  66,  75,  118,  131, 

179, 

C....S,  12,25,29,40,43,50,58 

69,  81,  82,  96, 

Caleb 5,   41,   66, 

Daniel  and  associates 

E....124,  129,  140,  142,   145, 
157,  159,  180,  188,   189,   198, 
202,  203,  208,  209,  237,  240, 
249,     252,     257,     261, 
Elihu.  ...  18,  75,  118,  131,  179, 

Frederick 

I....  12,  25,  29,  40,  41,  43,  46, 
57,  68,  71,  72,  81,  82,  85,  95, 
100,  loi,  102,  105,  124,  125, 
127,  134,  135,  137,  141,  142, 
150,  151,  156,  160,  162,  164, 
171,  180,  189,  202,  203,  204, 
225,  228,  232,  234,  235,  239, 
252,  256,  261,  267,  269,  270, 

Israel 4,  18,  19,  65,  74,  75 

117,  131,  133,  138,  144,  178, 
188,  189,191,  194,  196,  198, 
208,  210,  226,  227,  253,  260, 


.  I«2 
.  .  II 

242 
225 

259, 
262 
162, 

251, 
273 
219 

•253 

181 

,182 

74 

202 

149, 

190, 
248, 

273 
156 
168, 

19s 
,68, 

100 
,  76 
..36 

150, 
201, 


J .  .  .  .  202,   208,   209,   260,   269, 

John 179,      197,      202, 

Judge 203,  208,  209,  253, 

Levi 

Marshall 

Melancton 

N....I18,  120,  121,  123,  125, 

128,  129,  135,  136,  141,  142, 

152,    155,    156,    161,    164, 

Noah.  ...  12,  16,  18,  20,  45,  69, 

83,  118,  134,  200,  210,  211, 

247,  266, 


262 

195 

183 

52, 

.  99, 

126, 

148, 

167, 

208, 

240, 

272 

,95, 

179, 

200, 

262, 

268 

273 
242 

255 
■139 
.  196 
.188 
127, 
150, 

168 

.  71, 
246, 
268 


Oliver 18,    74 

Orange 275 

S 25,  29,  39,  43,  52,  57,  69,  82, 

118,  120,  124,  128,  142,  148,  150, 

156,  159 

oamuel 4 

Simeon 75,    118,    131,    195 

Sylvanus 259 

W 68,   69,    82,    100,    loi 

William 66,  75,   131,  253 

Smithfield .  .  .  .  22,    36,    39,    54,    173,    191, 
206,  227,  247 

Smiths  gore 36 

Snery  family,  care  of 227 

Society  lands 53,    56 

(See  also  Glebe  lands) 

Society  rights,  grant  of 21 

Soldiers,  care  of  sick 8,    17 

compensation  for 10,  77 

pension 19 

Somerset 15,    30,    49,    53,    90 

Southerland,  Samuel 112 

South  Hero 86,     94 

Spafford,  Mr.  ...  12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  58, 
169,  172,  202,  203,  209 

Broadstreet 41 

1 150,      156 

J 129,     142,     159,     189 

Jonathan.  ..  .5,     14,     38,     48,     59, 

118,  132,  180,  189,  198,  211,  220 

N....142,  144,  150,  156,  158,  162, 

202, 204,  209 

Nathan xi8,    180 

Solomon 194,  217,  219,  249 

Spalding,  Mr 12,  16 

Asahel 183 

Azahel 77 

1 58 

J 7,    12,   25,    29,   40,   43,   52 

Joseph 3 

L 25,    29,    40,    43,    52,    57 

Leonard 4,  159 

Speaker.  ...  12,  25,  26,  43,  52,  57,  175,  229 

elected 6,  69,  119,  178,  l8l 

salary  of 112 

pro  tem,  elected.  ..  .3,  65,  71,    117, 

178,  229 

Speech  of  Governor  Chittenden.  . .  193,  221 

Spencer,  Mr 68,  69,  82,   100,   102 

Gideon 13,    66 

Spicer,  Tobias 11 

Spooner,  Alden 187,     189,     198 

Daniel 196 

Eliakim 195,     233,     237 

Gideon 17 

Paul 8,  27,  74,  98 

Springfield 163,      192, 

194 
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Stafford,  Mr 68,    69,    100,    102 

John 65,   75,    131,   241 

Stamford 31,     92,      195 

Stannard,  Mr.  .  .  .142,  202,  204,  209,  248, 

251,    260,    261,    269,    273 

Daniel.  ..  .41,    118,    126,    132,    144, 

180,  193,  197 

Starksboro. . 16,   35,   70,   78,    79,   96,    106 

State,  auditor  of  accounts 62 

bills  of  credit 46,    173 

debts.... 10,  II,  103,  106,  152,  160, 

162,  17s 

drafts,  money  orders.  .  19,    125,  259 

loan  for  furnace ....  259,     261,     265 

notes 32,33,  34,  35,  42,  234,  259 

officers,  election  of.  .  .  .11,     66,     67, 
118,  119,  180 

printers 46,    62,     187,     198 

seal 104,     112 

securities 107,   109,   no,  in 

senate,  established  1836 9 

tax 42,   97 

treasurer,  vindication  of 33 

treasury,  inspected 12 

State's  attorney 83,     217 

Stedman,  Alexander 134,    196 

Steele,  James 134,    196 

Sterling 35 

Stevens,  Mr.  ...  12,  25,  29,  39,  40,  43,    52, 

57 

Abel 25,    84,    133,    196 

Elias 4,   10,  20,  25,  37 

Enos 196 

Ephraim ....  153,  161,  163,  165,  166, 
193,  194,  203,  211,  212,  217,  219 

John 132,     197 

Penuel 95,  97,  109,    1 10,  144 

Samuel 38 

Simon 25,    84,    133,    183 

Thomas 144 

Steward,  John 160 

Stickney,  Mr.  .  .  .  12,    25,    29,   40,   43,    58, 
68,    69,    82,    100,    10 1 

WilHam 4,   65 

Stockbridge 231,  254 

Indians 147 

Stone,  Mr.  . .  .68,  69,  82,  100,  102,  120,  176, 
202,  203,  208,  209 

Luther 74,    131,     194,    275 

Nathan 46 

Philip 66,     179 

Storrs,  Aaron 196 

Story,  Solomon 144 

Stoves  supplanting  fireplaces 209 

Stowe 245,    254,    265,    270 

Stratton,  petition  for  taxation.  . .  .20,     30, 

49,  53 
Strong,  Mr.,  account  of 236 


Strong,  Cont.,  Asahel 132,    197 

Ebenezer.  .  .  .47,  88,  148,  239,  254, 

277 

General,  account  of 251 

John....s,  6,  34,  35,  41,  67,  75,  76, 
92,   119,   132,   180,   196,   235 

Samuel 41,  75,  245 

Sudbury 87 

Sunderland 31 

Supreme  court. ..  .90,    94,    98,    146,    149, 

150,  151,  174,  176,  182,   198,  202, 

203,  237 

judges  of  (See  Judges) 

powers  of.  .  .  .90,  105,  106,  186,  203, 

204,    206,    210,    214,    255,    262 

Surgeons'  fees 233 

Surveying 212 

Surveyor  general.  .  .  .8,  9,  11,  22,  26,  28,  29, 

31,32,34,35,44,45,47,55,56,58, 

59,  97,  99,  103,  104,  108,  113,  114, 

147,  149,  155,  167,  168,  170,  171, 

211,  220,  229,  232,  236,  265 

accounts  of .  . .  .  146,   147,    149,    161, 

174 

Surveys  of  surveyor  general.  ...  II,  22,  31, 

32,  35,  36,  50,  55,  103,  146,  220, 

229,  236 

Sweetser,  William 201 

Swift,  Mr 142,    150,    156,    162,    202, 

208,  239,  247,  251,  256,  260,  261, 
269,  272 

Chipman 117,    129,    178 

Job 7,     276 

Taplin,  John 28,     141 

John  Jr 207 

Mansfield 5,    6 

Tax,  collectors 100,     109,     186 

arrearages  due  from 145 

committee 144 

lists.  .  .  .7,  70,  83,  121,  181,  227,  229 

receipts 33,    34 

warrants.  ..  .97,  lOO,  152,  169,  216, 

217 
Taxes,  abatement  of.  .  .  .23,  74,  77,  93,  95, 
122,  124,  126,  129,  130,  135, 
136,  140,  144,  148,  158,  162,  163, 
165,  174,  183,  188,  191,  192, 
193,  194,  198,  200,  202,  204,  206, 
213,  216,  230,  242,  255,  263,  270, 
272 

audit  of 33,    34 

collection  of .  . .  .  19,  41,  89,  97,  254, 

263 
disposition  of . .  .  .  loi,  106,  109,  no 

increase 263 

levying.  ...  10,    II,   21,   23,   26,   28, 
31,  39,  43,  44,  46,  48,  49,  55,  57, 
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Taxes,  levying,   Con/. ..83,   91,    106,     163, 
165,   234,   271 

on  unimproved  lands 83,     100 

relinquished.  ...  16,   19,  57,  70,  72, 

109,   no,   124,   130,   165 

state.... 42,     95,     103,     160,     213 

suspended 9,    23,    in,    227 

unpaid 190 

Taxation,  county  buildings 107,  no 

county  debt 1 12 

double 124,   125 

exemption  from 87,  91 

expense  of  government 97 

highways  and  bridges.  . .  .8,  9,  10, 
13,  14,  15,  17,  19,  20,  21,  26,  27, 
28,  29,  30,  37,  44,  46,  47,  48,  49, 
Sh  S3,  56,  70,  74,  77,  79,  80,  81, 
87,  88,  89,  90,  91,  92,  94,  95,  96, 
98,  99,  103,  105,  107,  108,  109, 
no,  123,  124,  125,  126,  128,  129, 
135,  138,  140,  14s,  146,  148,  151, 
152,  153,  1S4,  155,  157,  163,  164, 
166,  167,  169,  174,  175,  184,  186, 
187,  191,  192,  206,  207,  210,  212, 
214,  226,  227,  228,  229,  231,  235, 
243,  245,  251,  253,  255,  259,  262, 
263,  264 

meeting  house  in  Bethel 16 

support  of  ministers 14,  24,  25 

{See  also  Ministers  bill) 

warrants 97,   loo,   152,   169 

Taylor,  Joseph 230 

Hezekiah 109 

Taylor's  grant 36 

Thanksgiving  day 8 

proclamation.  ..  .8,     30,     78,     125, 

185 

Thayer,  Benoni 183 

Thetford 21,  30,  47,  49 

Thomas,  C.  A 1 1 

Reuben 18,  74,   131 

Thompson,  Mr.  ...  12,  25,  40,  68,  82,  102, 

142,  150,  157,  158,  162,202,  208, 

209,  240,  252,  256,  269,  273 

Abel 5,  7,  n,  13,  17,  41,  42,  66, 

76,  85,  96,  104,  n8,  121,  124,  128, 

129,  132,  153,  160,  176,  179,  181, 

196,    198,   234,   243,   247,    277 

Judge 213 

Throop,  Mr. . .  .  12,  21,  25,  142,  150,  156, 

158,     162,     168,     172 

J ....  23,  25,  29,  39,  40,  43,  52,  57,  68, 

78,   82,   95,    100,    102 

John.  . .  .4,  25,  65,  84,  133,  19s,  196 

N ....  29,  40,  43,  52,  68,  82,  100,  102 

Nathaniel. ..  .4,  16,  37,  38,  39,  65, 

n7,  133,  196 

Tichenor,  Isaac. . .  .5,  6,  45,  49,  52,  56,  67, 

76,  96,  97,  98,  108,  n4,  n9,  127, 


Tichenor,  Isaac,  Cont..  .141,  144,  149,  150, 

160,  167,  168,  180,199,220,228,241,246 

Todd,  Mr.  .  .  .202,  208,  209,  239,  247,  251, 

256,    260,    269,    272 

Timothy 178,     181,     185,     188, 

205,  220,  229,  235,  243,  245,  256 

Tolman,  Mr.  .  .  .202,   240,   248,   252,    257, 

259,    261,    269,    273 

Thomas 112,  114,  179,  183,  185, 

229 
Tomlinson  (Grafton) ....  20,  31,  187,   207, 

230,  245 
Topsham.  .  .  .22,  36,  184,  206,  212,  231,  258 

Tories,  attack  by 10 

Town,  charter 173 

clerks,  duties  of 98,  loo,    103, 

lines 22,    125 

established.  ...  n,  22,  38,  39, 
54,  55,  76,  77,  81,  8s,  102,  104, 
109,  III,  126,  128,  146,  147,  160, 

164,  187,  236,  247,  254,  258,  265 
meeting,  special  warning  for.  26,  70, 

220 

Towns,  division  of 94,    109,    in 

Townsend,  Mr 22 

Micah 7,  9,  19,  22,  30,  67,  74,  93 

Township,  grant  of 20,     62,     124 

Townships,  division  of .  ...  18,   89,   92,    96, 

228 

Tracy,  Joshua 18,  83,  85 

Train,  John 202,    204,    226 

Transient     persons,     provision     for..  136, 
244,  264,  269 

Treasurer,  Addison  county 17 

state.  . .  .5,  6,  10,  II,  19,  24,  27,  32, 

33,  34,  35,  42,  46,  SO,  55,  57,  58, 
61,  62,  66,  69,  89,  92,  93,  97,  100, 
III,  112,  113,  114,  119,  13s,  136, 
141,  144,  14s,  151,  158,  162,  163, 

165,  168,  169,  170,  172,  173,  174, 
175,  176,  180,  191,  193,  194,  197, 
199,  200,  202,  205,  211,  213,  215, 
218,  219,  226,  230,  233,  234,  241, 
242,  247,  249,  254,  259,  266,  276, 

277 

Windsor  county SS,     86,     93 

Treasury 33,  34,  38,  42,  62,  70,  122, 

14s,    155,    162,    175,    270 

demands  against 206,  207 

loan  from  requested.  .181,   190,   202 
provision  for  supplying.  .71,  72,  152 

state  of 72,  188 

transferred 50,  56,  57,  76,  77,  94, 

loi,  107 

Trial,  new 47,  48,  49,  56,  72,  84,   89, 

94,  95,  109,  no,  135,  14s,  151, 
153,  154,  155,  161,  190,  212,  215, 
216,  217,  219,  235,  237,  255,  256, 
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Trial,  new,    Cont 259,  265,    266,  270 

Trials,  act  suspending  certain 102 

Troops,  of  Massachusetts 95 

of  New  Hampshire 95 

Troy IS3 

Tryon,  Governor 160 

Tuller,  Mr.  . .  .202,  203,  208,  209,  239,  251, 

269,  273 

Daniel 179,  196,  205 

Tunbridge 9,  28,  29,  31,  72,  207,  216, 

217 
Tupper,  Mr 68,   69,   82,    100,    loi 

Benjamin 65 

Turnersburgh 35,  72,  95,  98,   106 

Turrell,  Ebenezer 76,    132,    196 

Tuttle,  John 133,   195 

Two  Heroes.  . .  .31,  82,  83,  86,  92,  94,  96, 
219,    220,    225,    226 

division  of ...  .228,  231,  234,  242 
Tyler,  Joseph 19,     75,     133,     195 

Unconstitutional  act 267 

Underbill 72,    78,    94,    96 

Underwood,  Timothy 71,     154,     159 

United  States  constitution,  drafting  and 

ratification 45 

United  States  government,  Vermont's 

situation  with 135 

University  of  Vermont 16,     265 

(See  also  College) 
Utley  and  Keyes 85,     86 

Vacancies,  mode  of  filling.  . .  156,  163,  182, 

199 

Vail,  Edward 241 

Vallance,  David 17,  23 

Vendues  of  land 93 

Vergennes,  city  of,  incorporated 96 

mayor,  elected 109 

town  privileges 109,     1 10 

Vermont,  admission    to    Union.. 45,    iii, 
127,  231,  241 

brand 263 

chart 229 

constitution 267 

Gazette.  ..  .61,   77,    193,    218,    274 
independence  since   1777  to  be 

recognized 23 1,  232 

Journal 274 

manufactures  encouraged.  .99,    100, 

146 

name 41 

Vermont-New    York,    boundary    line, 

establishment.  ...  188,    207,    208, 
214,  220 

commissioners 197,    201 

Vernon  {See  Hinsdale) 

Verplanck,  Julian 188 

Vershire 35 


Victory 36 

Votes  for  state  officers,  canvass  of .  . .  .5,  6, 

66,  67,  119,  180 

Vouchers  of  treasurer 51,      loi 

Wait,  Benjamin 91 

Joseph 75 

Waitsfield 35,    82 

Waits  River  Town 253 

Waitstown 253 

Walbridge,  Ebenezer 5,  6,  67,  119,  180 

Brigadier  General 87 

General 16,   273 

Walden 35,     212,     228,     258 

gore 35 

Walker,  Charles 10 

Wallace,  William 275 

Wallingford 16,     70 

gore 70,    72,    109 

Waltham 20 

Ward,  Mr.  ...  12,  68,  69,  82,  100,  loi,  202, 

203,    208,    209,    240,     248,    252, 

257,    260,    261,    269,    273 

William.... 3,    8,    18,    19,    21,    24, 

71,  75,  84,  93,  131,  179,  195,  201, 

233 

Wardsboro 22,  31,  38,  56,  57,  80,  89, 

no,  154 
Warrants  of  treasurer.  . .  .97,  100,  152,  169 

Warren 35 

Warren's  gore 47,  236 

Warriner,  Justice 128,   142 

Samuel 19,    75,    198 

Washington 35,     163,     175 

county 82,  258 

George..... 45 

Water  Quechee  River  (See  Ottauquechee) 

Water  transportation 39 

Waterbury 91,    92,    105,    no 

Waterford  (See  Littleton) 
Waters,  Mr.  ..  .204,    208,    209,    240,    248, 
251,  260,  261,   269,  273 

Abel 180,   198 

Waterville 153 

Watson,  John  H 219 

Silas 203 

Titus ....  147,    150,    155,    156,   200, 
203,  205,  209,  211 

Weathersfield 163,     167 

Webb,  Mr 12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  202, 

203,  208,  209,  239,  247,  251,  256, 

261,  273 

Jehiel..4,  19,  51,75,  133,  178,  185, 

195,  242 

Weld,  Mr 68,  69,  82,    100,  142,  150, 

156,  158,  162,  168 

E 12,  25,  29,  40,  43 

Elias 4,    25,    84,    133 

J 12,  25.  40,  52,  58 
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Weld,  Cont.,  John .  .  4,  25,  65,  71,  78,  84, 93, 
117,  122,  133,  146,  196 

Wells 30,   128,   211,  218,  272 

A'Ir....i2,   19,   25,   29,  40,  43,  49, 

51,  52,  57,  68,  69,  82,   100,   loi 

Hubbel 4,  19,  28,  51,  65,  67,  70, 

74,95,133 

Wentworth,  Governor 36 

West,  Mr.  . .  .202,  203,  208,  209,  240,  248, 
251,  257,  260,  261,  269,  273 

Benjamin 154,    158,    161,    167 

Ebenezer 179,     188,     196 

Westfield 137,     139 

Westford.  .  .  .36,   51,   53,   56,  91,  92,   105, 

107 

Westminster.  ..  .20,   21,  27,  28,   109,   159, 

187,  200,  215 

West 27 

Westmore 51,    53,    56 

West  Rutland 28 

Weybridge 78,     187,     191,     198 

Wheat  furnished  commissary,  pay  for.  .44, 
45,  88,  147,  150 

Wheeler,  George 213 

Isaac 195 

Wheelock,  Mr.  . .  .  142,  150,  157,  158,  162, 

202,  203,  208,  209,  240,  247,  248, 

251,  256,  257,  260,  261,  269,  273 

A 239 

Asa.  ..  .75,  117,  133,  163,  178,  195 

E : 209,  260 

Ebenezer 179,      197 

President 152 

Whelpley,  James 195 

Whipple,  Benjamin 18,  75,   131,  195 

Whitcher,  Mr.  .  .  .248,  252,  256,  260,  269, 

273 

David 196,  227 

Whitcomb,  Asa 25,  83,  84 

White,  Mr.  ...  12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  58, 

142,  149,  162,  190,  192,  202,  203, 

208,  209,  239,  240,  247,  251,  257, 

260,    261,    262,    269,    273 

John.... 41,  76,  132,  180,  183,  187, 

197,  202,  204,  210,  229,  230,  234, 

236,  237,  238,  241,  243,  250,  262, 

263,  265,  276 

Jotham..4,   117,  135,  141,  179,  184, 

195,  204,  235,  238,  268 

Judge 208,     209 

Samuel 5,  23 

Whiting 78,    82,     129 

Samuel 8 

Whitingham.  . .  .  140,    141,    145,    151,    157, 

185,  191 

Whitelaw,  Mr 43 

James.  .  .  .4,  22,  26,  45,  56,  60,  95, 

97,  149,  161,   168,   174,  211,  218, 

220,    253,    255,    260,    262,    268 


Whitney,  Mr.  ..  .202,  203,  208,  209,  240, 
252,     256,     259,     261,     269,     273 

David 179,      185,      189,     227 

Jonas .  .235 

Widows  and  orphans  of  certain  soldiers 

pensioned 197,  205 

Wildersburgh  (Barre) .  .  .  .  22,    35,    36,    37, 
148,  163,  165 

inhabitants  of 10 

Will,  of  John  Church 154,   158,   161 

Ichabod  Ide 172,  174 

Amos  Mattison.  ...  166,    215,    216, 

217 

Willard,  Oliver 189,      209,      226 

Williams,  Mr.  ...  12,    25,    29,    39,    43,    52, 

68,  82,    100,    loi,   150,    157,    158, 

162,  169,   172,   208,  252,   256,    260, 

261 

Col 37 

Joseph 18 

Oliver 13 

Roger 18 

Samuel.  .  .  .3,  S,  7,  8,  10,  12,  18,  26, 

65,  70,  73,  75,  79,  80,  85,  "8,  127, 
128,  129,  131,  137,  138,142,  146, 
148,  154,  159,  168,  176,  179,  180, 
185,  187,  188,  189,  193,  194,  195, 
204,  231,  234,  236,  238,  239,  242, 
244,     252,     254,     255,     263 

William 27 

Williamstown,  college  at 15,     16 

land  tax 187,    207,    210,    214 

list  changed 227 

proprietors 8,    15,    20 

survey 35 

Wilson,  Mr.  ...  12,  25,  29,  40,  43,  52,  142^ 

150,  157,  162,  169,  172,  202,  203 

208,  240,  248,  252,  257,  260,  261, 

269,  273 

Ebenezer.  .  .  .3,  18,  75,  118,  131,  179, 

187,  188,  189,  190,  195,  245,  274 

Lucas 19,  75 

Williston.  .  .  .74,  78,  82,  83,  91,   103,   136, 

189,  274 
Wilmington,  ministerial  rights  in.  .  129,  130, 

136 

Wilmot,  Asa 235 

Windham  county,  buildings 28 

court,   place  of  holding.  .  159,    175, 

189 

return  of  processes  to 28 

writs  returnable  to 98,     106 

division  into  half  shires.  .  .  .212,  213 
lottery  to  build  bridge.  .  .  .185,  189 
officers,  election  of .  .  .  .  18,  19,  85, 
132,  133,  194,  19s 
taxation ....  106,  1 10,  214,  229,  234, 

23s 
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Windsor,  court  held  at 149,    150 

place  to  hold  session  of  legislature 

251,   252 

Windsor  county,  buildings 239 

convention  of  1784 203 

court,  act  to  adjourn 192 

return  of  processes  to 51 

time  and  place  of  holding.  .  149, 

160,     161,     189,     203,     209 

division  into  half  shires .  .  204,   209 

216,    242,    247,    265 

grammar  school 73,     94,     96 

(See  also  grammar  school  at  Norwich) 

officers,  election  of.  . .  .25,    84,    133, 

195,  196 

taxation  of .  . .  .  109,    112,    217,    219 

Wing,  James 195 

Winhall 56,  57,  no 

Witham,  Mr 240 

Wolcott.  . .  .35,  106,  140,  146,  154,  155,  164 

Wolves,  bounty 210 

Wood,  Mr 12,  25,  40,  52,  57,  82,  100, 

loi   142,   150,   156,   158,    162,    168, 

171,  202,  203,  208,  209,  239,  248, 

251,    257,  260,  261,  269,  273 

Joshua.  . .  .4,  II,  19,  23,  26,  65,  75, 

86,  95,  103,  117,     122,  124,  128, 

129,  133,  178,  181,  195,  205,  247, 

256,  262 

Woodbridge,    alleged    irregularities    in 

granting.  .  .58,  104,  112,  113,  114 

Enoch 18,  74,  131,  194 

Woodbury,  surveyed 35 

taxation 109,  no,  262,  264,  271 


Woodbury,  (Roxbury)  Connecticut 31 

Woodford,  taxation.  ..  .92,   105,   107,   108, 

no 

Woodman,  Jonathan 10 

Woodstock.  . .  .13,  26,  28,  31,  86,  87,  125, 

128,  149,  150,  163,  165,  203,  209, 

232,  239 

Woodward,  Mr 169 

Amos 17 

Woodworth,  Mr.  .  .  .  142,     150,     159,    204, 

208,  209,  240,  248,  251,  260,   269, 

273 
Joel.... 41,  77,  118,  129,  132,  180, 

197,  237 

Wool,  premium  on 99,     100 

Wooster,  Benjamin 8 

Wright,  Mr.  .  .  .  150,    156,    159,    162,    169, 

172,  202,  203,  208,  209,  240,  248, 

251,   257,   260,  262,  269,   273 

Abel....  118,    132,    137,    179,    196 

Chester 8 

Joseph 37 

Peter 18 

Writs,  of  summons  or  attachment.  170,  171 
return  of 95,     98 

Yates,  Robert 188 

Yeas  and  nays.  ..  .12,  25,  29,  39,  40,  43, 
52,  57,  68,  69,  82,  loi,  149,  156, 
158,  168,  171,  184,  202,  203,  208, 

209,  239,  247,  256,  259,  261,  269, 

272 
Young,  Thomas 41 


